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Tomorrow

Conversation with Pak-
istan Opposition lead-
er, Benazir Bhutto con-
ducted by The Baily $tar
Executive Editor,
Mahfuz Anam
DO NOT MISS IT.

NEWS BRIEFS
Ashari Purnima
today

Ashari Purnima, one of the
important religious festivals of
the Buddhists will be cele-
brated by the Buddhist com-
munity throughout the country
today. The purnima commem-
orates renunciation of Prince
Siddhartha from royal palace
in quest of salvation of
mankind and preaching his
first gospel after becoming the
Buddha. Buddhist monks ob-
serve Lhree-month seclusion «at

the monasieries from this day.
reporls [3SS,

Four held, arms

recovered in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, July 13;
District police here arrested
[our persons and recovered
one revolver, one gun and
some ammunition in the past
two days. According to a police
press relecase Monday, Nasir-
uddin, leader of the “Nasir
Bahini~ and his accomplice
Oliullah (alias Babul), were
arrested | reports BSS.

BNP PP meet
today

The adjourned meeting of
BNP: Parllamentary Party,
scheduled for Monday, will
now be held today at B pm.
Chief Whip Khandker Delwar
Hossain safid the meeting
would discuss the prevailing
political situation and matters
relating to the on-going budget
session, reports UNB.
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JERUSALEM, July 13:
Primc Minister-designate Yitz-
hak Rabin invited Palestinian
and Arab leaders on Monday to
talk peace in Jerusalem and
urged [sraelis to stop thinking
that “the whole world is
againsl us,” reports AP.

Seeking parliamentary ap-
proval of his new government,
one of Israel's most moderate,
the prime minister-designate
appealed to Palestinians to
hold informal talks with him
and urged the Arab world to
open a new page in history

1 books.

In a sweeping, passionate
spcech that quoted the Bible
and Israel's greatest pocts,

o e —————

Rabin urged Israelis to em-
brace the new world order in
the aftermath of the Cold War.

Rabin's coalitten, consisting
of 62 seats in the 120-member
Parliament, was to face a vote
of confidence later Monday. 1le
was then to be sworn in, for-
mally marking the end of 15
years ol right-wing rule and
the return of his Labor Party to

power,
Addressing the packed
Parliament, the 70-year-old

cx-general said that "to illus-
trate our sincerity and good
will," he would invite the
Jordanijan-Palestinian delega-
tion at the US-sponsored
peace talks to wvisit him in
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Jerusalem for talks

Jerusalem for "an informal

talk.”

The purpose would be to
"hear their views, make ours
heard, and create an appro-

priatc ‘almosphere for a good

partnership,” Rabin said.

The outgoing government of
Yitzhak Shamir, determined to
do nothing to recognise the
Malestinians as a se te en-
lity. insisted that they negoti-
ate in tandem with the
Jordanians.

Rabin has said he will stick
with that formula. But his offer
marked a departure. Shamir's
government was never known
to meel with the Palestinian

See Page 12 Col 7
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On stage at Dhaka Sheraton last night the performers of American Look-alike Concert 92

with Ms Johnny Ray (middle) mimicking superstar Madonna.

-— Star photo

5 to die for killing

6 in Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, dJuly 13;
Mymensingh District and Se-
ssions Judge Monday sen-
tenced five people to death for
murdering six of their rivals
over a land dispute.

Judge Md Abdus Salam sen-
tenced séven others Lo life
terms- for abating the crime.
Four of the accused were ac-
quitted. _

Witnesses said additional
police forces were called in to
control several thousand peo-

| ple as the judge read out the

judgement.

Amanullah, Raisuddin, Mur-
shed, Shamar and Momin were
awarded death sentence and
fincd Taka 5,000 each in
default two years of imprison-
ment. :
Among the convicts Momin
remained absconding.

Those who were awarded
life terms are : Mokbul, Manik,
Mawla, Shahid, Ramizuddin,
Islam and Mofizuddin. They
were also fined Taka 5.000
cach, in default another three
years imprisonment,
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| 15 hurt as transport |

‘workers clash
at Gulistan

By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 people were in-
jured as two groups of armed

men clashed in the w&'lﬂn
Bus Terminal area Mbnday
evening.

A source said, two groups
of transport workers clashed
to take over control of Dhaka-
Narsingdi{ bus terminal at
Gulistan for about an hour from
7 pm yesterday.

During the chase and
counter-chase, the clashing
groups opened fire and ex-
ploded crackers.

Police rushed to the spot

and resorted to baton charge
and lobbed tear-gas shells to
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Rabin is another
Shamir cloaked
in velvet: Arafat

CAIRO, July 13: PLO Chair-
man Yasser Aralat, apparently
withdrawing his blessing for
the Israeli Labour Party's

election victory, has slammed
its Prime Minister- e,
Yitzhak Rabin, as 'another
Shamir cloaked in velvet,' re-
ports AFP.

'l am not those who
harbour illusions t the re-

sults of the lsrieli legislative
clections,” said Arafat, speak-
ing here Saturday at the 15th
session of the Palestinian
h[fher council of education,
culture and science.

Arafat had Pn:vhu wel-
comed Labour's vh:tnlr;'! over
the Likud Party led by Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir as a
chance to give flagging Middle
East peace talks a shot in the
arm. Explaining his change of
heart, Arafat said, without
claborating that Rabin had
changed his statements on a
peace agreement with the
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PM goes to
Pakistan
Aug 9 -
By Toufique Imrose
Khalidi

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will be in Pakistan
on a three-day official visit
August 9 to 11.

The trip, talked about for
months, was finalised after
talks between visiting Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and senior
Pakistan officials in Islamabad
Sunday.

Rahman who returned in

the early hours today ending a
four-day visit to Pakistan met
Prime Minister Nawza Sharif
yesterday and delivered a mes-
sage from Begum Zia.
. Forgign Minister had
discussions Saturday - with
Siddique Hossain Kanju,
Pakistan's Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, on the forth-
coming trip of the Prime
Minister. The Foreign Minister
lew from Colombo to the
Pakistan capital Friday after at-
tending the two-day SAARC
FMs meet.

Officials in Dhaka said that
the fssues to dominate the
Bangladesh-Pakistan summit
were sha of assets and lia-
bilities, repatriation of more
than 250,000 stranfleéd Pakis-
tanis and expansion of trade
and economic cooperation.
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Travel agents
eat up Biman's

Tk 4 crore

By Asiuzzaman

A section of Biman-ap-
proved travel agents has mis-
appropriated more than Taka
[our crore in ticket money of
the national airlines which the
authorities are out to retrieve,
reliable sources said Monday.

The source who prelerred .

anonymity said that 26 agents
were identiffed as defaulters
and "requested” to pay the out-
standing dues.

A section of officials of the
airline's sales promotion de-
partment inecluding somc
former union lecaders was in-
volved in the anomalics, the
source said adding that those
officials had allowed the agents
to "swell the dues”.

"The agents did not submit

| their monthly statements or

pay the amounts timely but
were given new tickets,” the
source added.

One agency alone owed Tk
18,851,814 to the national air-
lines, he said.

The dues, that had swelled
over the years, was detected by
the new District Manager who
recently held a meeting with
the agents in Dhaka to realise
the money.

The meeting, held June 14
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Rohingya camps to be fenced off

By Farid Hossain Back from Cox's Bazar

Work on fencing off the
Rohingya refugee camps will
start soon Lo maintain disci-
pline and prevent refugecs’
fleeing their makeshift shel-
ters in the teak forests along
Cox’s Bazar-Teknaf region, of-
ficial sources said Monday.

The sources in Cox's Bazar
said that barbed-wire fences

. would be erected around four

of the 23 camps 'sel up [or
more than 2 lakh 64 thousand
refugees, who have fled to

Bangladesh to escape a military

crackdown in Myanmar
(Burma). The four currently
housing more than 40,000
refugees are at Dechuapalo
Marichapalong, Haludapalong
and Rangikhali.

The sources said that work
order for the fences had al-
ready been approved and that
consiruction was expected 1o
begin next week. The cost is

estimated at nearly 40 lakh
taka,

The United Nations High
Commissfoner for Refugees
(UNHCR) is opposed to fenc-
ing the camps on the plea that
it will curtail the refugees’
freedom of movement.

A UNHCR official said that it
would not allow its money to
be spent on the proposed
fences. He also described the
move as unrealistic.

"Fences simply did ne
work for refugees in other
parts of the world. The

—
-

refugces iso

refugees are most likely to up-
root the fences and may some-
times use the iron rods as
weapons,” the UNHCR official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

But a senior | re-
lief official defended the pro-
ject, saying "The fences are
mainly to maintain discipline
in the camps and keep the
ted from the lo-

cal people.”
Scc Page 12 Col 3
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ASHAR 30, 1399 BS

over national
flag tearing'

By Staff Correspondent

The House witnessed a
noisy scene yesterday over the
alleged tearing of the national
flag by a police Sub-Inspector

in Kushtia

Rising on a point of order,
Abdur of the Awami
League (AL) said that people
responsible for the incident
in Kushtia should be punished
as t had violated the accord
between the government and
the opposition to honour and
uphold democratic values.

Razzaque was referring to
the incident in Kushtia July 10

where the Nirmul Committee
sponsors failed to address a
mecting. The district adminis-
iration imposed Section 144
to avoid clashes between
Nirmul Committee and Jube
Command that convened a
meeting at the same venue.
Following imposition of

e
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The Commumnications Mini-
ster stood firm o his answer
in parliament yesterday that
tenders for comstruction of
Jamuna Bridge will be floated

in despite certain
objections of the financiers
including the Weorld Bank.
reports \

‘1 said tenders will be
floated in September.” re-
peated Olf Ahmed when Syed
Abul Hossain (AL) pointed to a
recent press report that Werld
Bank had ca told the
Energy Minister it will not al-
low floating tenders wuntil
clectricity sysfems loss is re-
duced

The World Bank which ral-
lied donors for funding the

Section 144 a clash broke out, | 880 million dollars Jamuna

cocktails were blasted and re-
ports said that a police official
took away the national
from one of the supporters
the Nirmul Cemmitice and

See Page 12 Col 7

Business groups de_c_l;sr—

tariff raise

By Staff Correspondent

The National Board of
Revenue (NBR) has identified
about 23 items whose tarifls,
the business community al-
leges, have been increased
‘unustifiably’.

"We are examining the basis
of fixation of those values to
see il it is reasonable and
compatible with the invoice
and price bulletin,” said Dr
Mashiur Rahman, Chairman of
the NBR, in a press briefing at
the Board conference room

The list ineludes industrial
raw malerials and consumer
items.

The Reyenue Board has also

csted the Chamber€ to
provide any relevant informa-
tion along with a copy of the
invoice and published price
list of a particular item.

Referring to Finanece
Minister M Saifur Rahman's
recent statement that any
'incompatibility in the tariffl
value will be removed,' the
NBR chief assured that the
‘unjustified tarifl values, if any,
would be readjusted’ in consul-
tation with the representa-
tives ol the trade bodies.

"Il any tariff values needa*tu
be adjusted we would like to
learn of it and correct it," he
added.

Earlier, Dr Rahman brushed
aside notions that the tarifl
values set in the may
have been manipulated. "It was
not arbitrarily done or manipu-
lated,” he declared, adding
"the tarifl values were set on
the basis of invoices provided
by the importers and collected
from other dependable
sources."”

The NBR Chairman noted
that a study was also con-
ducted last year on the exist-
ing tariff values in India,
Pakistan, Singapore and Hong

Kong,
Saying that the tarill value is

Wm of the actual in-
nal price of an item, Dr
Rahman said "We tried to ad-
just the tariff value so that the
scope for over and under-in-
voicing lessens and the rev®
enue is protected.”

The tarifl value fixed alon
with the budget was asses
in dollars to "automatically
capture the effect of | ncy’
depreciation and 4o rev-
enue slippage,” he 1

Normally adjusted twice a
year, the tarifl value was fixed
in January this year was in
Taka,

Rahman pointed out that
the list of items on which tariff

Multt-Purpose bridge, had

withheld disbursement of 500

million dollars and another

750 million dollars in the

pipeline for the power sector.
Sec Page 12 Col 8

BNP fails to

consolidate

democracy:
Hasina

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina has said Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's govern-
ment reneged on its pre-elec-
tion promises and f(ailed to
build national consensus on es-
tablishing democracy as an
institution and a strong econ-
omy, reports UNB.

"Begum Zia's 17 months in
power have f[rustrated the
people who dislodged Ershad
in a mass upsurge with a hope:
for a genuine democracy and
uplift in their economic con-
dition,” Hasina told a reception
hosted by the expatriate
Bangalees at Manhattan in New
York on Saturday.

According to a re-
ceived here yesterday, Hasina
was ecarlier accorded a warm
reception by hundreds of
Béngladeshi nationals at JF
Kennedy Airport. The expatri-
ales, including women and
schoolchildren, greeted her
with showers of petals and
shouting welcome slogans.

Hasina said government-
backed terrorism and politici-
sation of the administration
hampered the rule of law and
true flunctioning of democracy
in the country.

She also pointed out the
ruling party’s indifference toe
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