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Rabin pledges peace

with Palestinians

JERUSALEM, July 11:
Labour leader Yitzhak Rabin
has :Iﬂl.ed that his new,
dovish government will move
gquickly to reach a peace pact
with the Palestinians. But
there will be powerful forces
working against it, reports AP.

Not only will Rabin face dif-
fering voices within the
Cabinet that he is build but
in Israel as a whole. Polls al-
ways show Israelis divided

about 50-50 on making peace,

and the right-wing will play on
Israeli fear.

ink was barely dry on

the nts with the left-

wing Meretz and the religious

Shas giving him a majority in

Parlament when the hawks
started attacking.

"l think we have lo recog-
nize that [srael is besieged,
and who does not rec-
ognize that . . . will be treading
a very dangerous road,” outgo-
ing Defence Minister Moshe
Arens said Friday on state-
owned radfo.

Arabs, too, were cautious.
“It is fallacious to assumc that
Rabin government will readily
come out with surprise con-
ccessions to the Arabs,’

Jordanian political scientist
Labib Qamhawi said in Amman.
Rabin, a former ral, 1s
well aware that the words
"peace” and "security” are in-
rable in Israel and has
couched his promises for one
in terms of the other.

"l believe it is a reasonable

t that on one hand
will try and achieve peace
{(while)} by no means risking
even slightly our security,”
Rabin said this week.

The trick, says lsracli polit-
ical scientist peter Medding,
will be "how to put this jigsaw
puzzle of peace and security
together.”

Within the coalition, there
will be tugs and pulls: The
leftist Meretz advocates inde-
pendence for the 1.8 million
Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip and
has urged that the Palestine
Liberation Organization be
brought into the talks.

The ultra-Orthodox Shas,
which has usually sided with
the right in Israel, has ex-
pressed willingness to be [lex-

iblc on the Palestinian ques-
tion but has not stated its lim-
ils.
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Libyan pilot seeks asylum in US:
A Libyan pilot who landed his Mig-23 jet fighter on the Greek
island of Grete Wednesday has requested political asylum in
the United States, informed sources in Athens said Friday,
reports AFP from Athens.

They said the pilot, a 28-year-old Second Licutenant in the
Libyan air force who identified himself as Jamal Salah Al-
Kaboui, had at first asked for asylum in Greece.

The sources said he was a graduate of the Greek Military
Aviation College, Icaros.

His plane was d in the forced landing Wednesday in

northwestern Grete. Diplomatic sources said Libya had dec-
clared its intention to request the pilot's extradition.

ROK 23rd populous country: s

Korea hopes its population will level off al around 56 million
by the year 2021, an official of the national statistical office
said Saturday, reports Reuter from Seoul.

The country now ranks as the world's 23rd most populous
country with 43.66 million inhabitants, 0.9 per cent highcr
than last year's figure of 43.27 million, he said.

Population growth would average 0.9 per cent until 1995,
falling to 0.8 per cent until the end of the century and then
hitting zero growth in 2021 when the population will be
56.86 million, the official said.

In the mid-1980s, South Korea actively promoted a [all in
the birth rate by giving tax breaks o small [amilics and penal-
ising couples who had three or more children with heavier
tax and medical insurance bills.

ETA offers truce: m susque separatist

organization ETA offered a two-month trucc o the Spanish
governmen!t Friday in a stalemcent sent to Basque news
outlets, reports AFP [rom Bilbao.

The group also proposed "political negotiations.” The olfer
came some two wecks before the opening of the summer
Olympic games in the Mediterranean coast city of Barcelona,
where seven deaths since Christmas have been attributed to
ETA operations.

15 EIECHtEd ill China: Chincsc authorilics

sentcnced 15 people to death at public rallies on Friday and
immediately executed them, the official People's Daily said
Saturday, reports Reuter from Befjing.

Police led nine men convicted of more than 20 train rob
beries into a stadium in Jinan, Shandong province, where the
death sentence was pronounced. They were then laken away
for execution, the newspaper said.

Beijing authorities publicly condemned to death six men
on charges ranging from rape to infanticide, and then ecxe-
cuted them, it added.

Executions have in recent years become routine in China,
which has seen a rapid rise in serious crime since the decline
of orthodox Marxist morals in the past decade.

US slates attack on UN guards:

The State Department on Friday strongly condemncd an
incident in which a grenade wounded two UN guards in (hc
Kurdish area of northern Iraq, reports AP from Washington.

"We condemn this despicable action against the UN guards
as well as other actions directed against UN personnel who
are in Iraq to provide essential humanitarian assistance,”
State Department press officer Joseph Snyder said.

The two guards, both Austrians, were wounded about 9 pm
Wednesday when a hand grenade was thrown into the garden
of a private house where they were staying in Irbil, about 210
miles north of Baghdad.

Snyder said the United States expects the full cooperation
of Iraqi government authoritics in ensuring the safety and
well-being of UN personnel.

19 envoys to invite NAM guests:

The Indonesian government has appointed 19 special envoys,
including 14 ministers, to deliver invitations for the
upcoming Non-Aligned. Movement (NAM) summit in
September, the Kompas Daily said Saturday, reports AFP from
Jakarta.

Kompas quoted Foreign Minister Ali Alatas as saying in.
Jakarta Friday that 14 ministers— including himsecll, two
members of the Supreme Advisory Council and three senior
parliamentarians — would deliver invitations for the summit
to leaders of the 104 NAM member states.

Alatas added several top diplomats would be appointed
soon to help deliver the invitations, which are expected lo be
received by NAM leaders by end of this month at the latest.
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UN N-inspection
team leaves

NF, left parties unhappy over Rao's attitude

Babri Mosque issue leads to

an 'explosive situation’

NEW DELHI, July 11: Lead-
ers of the National Front and
left parties combine today ex-
pressed “total dissatisfaction”
with the Prime Minister's atti-
tude over the current devel-
opments in Ayodhya and the
centre’'s "inaction” lto stop the
work relating to construction
of a templec in the disputed
Ramjanambhoomi-Babri Masjid
complex, reports PTL

Spokesmen of the two
fronts said this after an hour-
long meeting with P V
Narasimha Rao in the morning
that the centre did not appear
to have any concrete plan to
prevent the ongoing "violation”
ol the court order and the
constitution by the VHP-spon-

sored temple construction
programme.
CPI-M leader, Somnath

Chatterjee, and Janata Dal
lcader, Ram Vilas Paswan, said
after the meeting that an NF-
LP delegation, led by former
Prime Minister, V P Singh,
had ur the centre to ac-
quire the disputed site and
keep it under the centre's
custody till final settlement of
the issue by the court.

This was very essential to
maintain the principle of secu-
lartsm and communal harmony
in the wake of latest develop-
ments which had led to a
"explosive situation” in the
country.

V P Singh and others made

it clear to the Prime Minister
that the non-BJP opposition
did not want use of Article 366
of the Constitutiond (dismissal
of state government] but im-
mediate steps to make the
state government uphold the
rule of law and not allow viola-
tion of the court order.

The delegation also pointed
out that a group of sadhus had
called on the Prime Minister
last month and had told him
about the construction pro-
gramme. [t wanted to know
why the centre did not initiate
any action to prevent iL

Paswan alleged that the
current construction work was
going on in "connivance with
the central and the Uttar

Pradesh governments”.

The delegation was given to
understand that the Supreme
Court would give some direc-
tion in the matter this evening
and the centre would formu-
late its course of action after
that.

It was also told that the Ut-
tar Pradesh Chiefl Minister,
Kalyan Singh, was expected in
the capital for discussions in
the afternoon.

Those who were part of the
delegation included, S R
Bommai, S Jaipal Reddy, Mufti
Mohammad (Janata
Dal) Indrajit Gupta (CPI), K P
Unnikrishnan (Cong-S], M
Padmanabham (TD and
Kiruttinan (DMK).

ANC demands
action to
tackle violence

JOHANNESBURG, July 11:
The Alrican National Congress
(ANC} has demanded action to
tackle spiralling political vio-
lence to get suspended multi-
party democracy talks with
the government back on track,
rcports Reuter.

Political analysts said an
emergency session of the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil next Wednesday on South
African’'s political crisis could
help to  break the deadlock
betwcen president FW De
Klerk's government and the
ANC .

But ANC spokesman Saki
Macozoma said an appeal for
his group and the government
to resume the talks on a multi-
racial  constitution would not
be enough.

Kavsadeze now
out of danger

MOSCOW, July 11: Georgn s
Deputy Prime Ministicr
Alexander Kavsadeze, kid
napped two days ago by sup
porters of deposed leador
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, is not in
danger, a doctor released by
the kidnappers said today, re-
porils Reuter.

"According to Alexander
day by the kidnappers, Alck-
sander Kavsadze is out of dan-
gcr now and there is no threat
to his health” Moscow radio
said today.

The kidnapping was staged
two days ago in western Geor-
gia, a hotbed of support for the
ousted leader who fled to the
neighbouring Chenchen repub-
lic in January,
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KARACHI, Pakistan: A soldier sat atop an armoured personnel carrier (APC) keeps watch
at a busy intersection in the city center July 10. Army presence has been stepped up in

southern Pakistan in a bid to avert further sectarian or ethnic clashes. — AFP/UNB photo

‘Tamils kill 46 soldiers

COLOMBO, July 11: In their
biggest victory of the year,
Tamil rebels attacked an army
‘camp in northern Sri Lanka on

and killed at least 46 _during 2 ‘major

soldiers, the military said, re-

. poris AP.

Aboul 110 soldiers were at
the camp and many were miss-
ing following the assault,
which ended when rebels set
fire to the area and fled, mili-
tary sourccs said on condition
of anonymity. One rebel body
was rccovered, and “troops
have seen at least 20 to 25 ter-

rorists either killed or injured
buing carricd away by terror-
ists,” a military statement said.

The 3 am attack

. offensive by

6,000 Sri Lankan soldiers,
which began in the area on
June 28 and which has killed
440 recbels, according to the
military.

“Initial reports indicate 46
soldiers were killed and 11
wounded,” said Col. Sarath
Munasinghe, the army's
spokesman.

The rebels fired mortars,

rocket-propelled grenades and
automatic weapons during the
two-hour attack in the jungle
village of Katupotha, 115 miles
north of Colombo, he said.

The camp was part of a de-
fense line the military has cs-
tablished surrounding north-
em Vavuniya district. The mili-
tary immediately rushed more
armored vehicles and tanks to
the region. :

During the past three days,
the military has suffered at 80
fatalities in the north and east.

Suchocka to head 7-party coalition

WARSAW, July 11: Hanna
Suchocka, a 46-year-old law-
yer, will head a seven-party
coalition government in Poland
after her approval as the new
Prime Minister by the Dict, or
l.ower House, on Friday (July

17), reports APP.

Suchocka's appointment
came after a five-week political
deadlock over the composition
of the new government. She
rcplaced Waldemar Pawlam

- primc minister for five weceks

WARSAW: Hanna Suchocka, a 46-year-old lawyer and
professor at Poznan University, addresses parliament
after being approved as Poland's new Prime Minister

July 10.

— AFP/UNB photo

before resigning on Friday
alter having failed to form a
government.

She told the Djet she would
work toward "National recon-
ciliation” and the establish-
ment in Poland of a strong
cconomic state, privatization of
state business and a free mar-
ket economy.

Suchocka said her govern-
ment would not be one of
"confrontation,” but of
“cooperation with the parlia-
ment and the presidency of
the republic.”

It was a veiled reference to
the war that had been waged
between President Lech
Walesa and former premier
Jan Olszewski over publication
of [iles on persons who al-
legedly collaborated with the
former Polish political police,
the SB.

The new Prime Minister is
an experienced lawyer, spe-
cialising in constitutional law
and human rights, who gained
her doctorate at Poznan Uni-
versity.

Her studies included peri-
ods at the universities of
Columbia (New York), Stras-
bourg (France) and Heidelerg
(Germany). She lectured at
Poznan and at the Roman
Catholic Lublin University in

the southeast, where she was
well-liked by her students.

Suchocka, who speaks flu-
ent French, German and
English, was elected to the
Diet in the 1970s, represent-
ing a small satellite party of
the communists.

She was one of the few
politicians to publicly oppose,
within the chamber, General
Wojciech Jaruzelskize use of
force against solidarity in De-
cember 1981.

In her role as Deputy
Chairman of the Council of Eu-
rope's Parliamentary Assem-
blies, Suchocka inclined to-
ward compromise. '

While Suchocka is against
abortion she does not support
legal action to prevent it.

She has already attracted
the title of "the second Mrs
Thatcher," her reply. "l want
to follow (Thatcher's) exam-

le," and succeed like the
ormer British Prime Minister
as well.”

But she said her goal is to
become "the first Ms Suck-
ocka."

The new premier is single,
living in a state-owned flat in
Poznan along with her dog Zu-
lik. She likes classical and
choral music having hersell
sung in a choir while a student.

US, UK planes dropping flares on Iraqi croplands’

Off the Record
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'Women gotta have guts"

TOKYO: Tamako, drawn and pale in a where she is
being treated for siress, has just had her dream of running
the family inn's new annex squashed by her evil step-daugh-
ter. Crituing her teeth, she begins 1o weep: That inn is my
life. | can’t let them take it away from me”, reporta AP

So went a typical scene of “Women Gotta have Guts.” the
blockbuster soap c:ﬁrl that chrenicles the never-ending
abuse heaped upon petite hervine by her nasty in-laws

The show's heart-wrenching probe of family ties and idol
ization of the perseve Tamako is striking a resonant
chord in this society in which female servitude and oppres
sive fillal relationships remain the rule.

Court figures show about one-sixth of couples secking di-
vorce cite conflicts with in-laws as a reasen gl' breaking up
Feuds between bride and mother-in-law have long inspired
g]:yu. books and other TV hits before"Women Cotta have

s "

The daily soap, which began in April, is already the top
show in Tokyo and the surrounding area. About 40 per cent of
13 million households tune in the 15-minute segments each
morning, and unknown others watch the daily afternocon re-
run, according to Video Research, a private ratings firm.

'Plague of the 21st century"

HELSINKI: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin
warned here Friday that
rising nationalism could be
the “plague of the 2l1st

century” and called for
preventlive measures, in-
cluding military steps to

keep it In check, reports
AFP

Russia saw the "danger of
aggressive nattonalism”
rising in some countries of
the former communist bloe,
notably in Yugoslavia,
Moldova, Ossetia and
Nagormo Karabakh, Yeltsin
sald in a 10-minute
address to leaders of the
52-nation conference on
security and cooperation in Europe.

“If legal, political, informational and even military precau-
tionary steps are not taken, this pain could become the real
plague of the 21st century,” Yeltsin warned.

He said a European force for restraint and rapid reaction”
should be created based on experience of the UN and as-
serted it was most important that these forces be used early
and not " after the blood has begun to flow.”

In a reference to new legislation in the Baltic states,
Yeltsin said that "measures ol discrimination” were interna-
tional principles.

Teacher convicted of
promoting hatred of Jews

RED DEER, Alerta: A former teacher was convicted of pro-
moting hatred Friday for teaching students at a rural high
school that Jews had hatched conspiracies for hundreds of
years to gain control of the world, reports AP.

Judge Arthur Lutz fined Jim Keegstra dirs 3,000 at the
conclusion of the jury trial. He could have served up to two
years in prison.

It was the second trial on the charge for the B58-year-old
Keegstra. He was convicted in 1985 in the first successful
prosecution under Canada’s anti-hate law, bul the verdict was
overturned last year, visaed 30>

Acting as, his own lawyer in the retrjal, Keegstra safd he
tried to do what was best for his students and truly believed
that Jews, including international bankers, had a blueprint to
create a world ment.

Seventeen ol his students testified in the trial. They said
Keegstra taught th@m the Jews were evil and bent on de-
stroying Christianity.

“He taught that a small elite Jewish group planned every
major war dating back to the French Revolution and that

Jews viewed Adolf Hitler as a "dupe and lackey™ according to
testimony.

™

'Rarth in the balance"

NEW YORK: In his book
"Earth in the Balance” Sen
Albert Gore Jr. links his
cnvironmental concerns
to his religious beliefs and
his concern for his
children's future, reports
AP.

“The more decply |
search for the roots of the
global environmental
crisis, the more | am
convinced it is an outer
manifestation of an inner
crisis that is, for lack of a
better word, spiritual,” he
writes.

Environmentalists say
Gore, who was chosen
Thursday to be Bill
Clinton's running madte,
has one of the best environmental voting records in Congress,
[ar surpassing the records of other Senators.

The League of Conservation Voters says Gore supported its
positions 73 per cent of the time in 1991. The Senale aver-
age was 50 per cent, the league said.

"He is the most knowledgeable person in the Senate on a
lot of these issues,” said Scott Hajost of the Environmental
Defence Fund."He has read into them deeply.”

“I don't think it's just something he sces as a popular {s-
sue,” said Sarah McCourt of the League of Conservation
Voters. | think he really feels that these things are important.

Clinton on Friday thanked for Gore for providing him
with brieflings by telephone from the Earth Summit in Brazil
last month.

Environmentalists say Gore's record and his statements re-
flect a deep commitment to environmental issues.

Some observers say, however, that while Gore is an elo-
quent spokesman on environmental concerns, he hasn't been’
as effective as a legislator, failing to gain passage of bills that
reflect those concerns.

China's 'elder
sister' dead

Baghdad

BAGHDAD, July 11: The
head of a UN weapons inspec-
tion mission, Karen Jansen,
left hdad today along with
five of her team alter failing to
win Iraq's approval to search
the agriculture ministry, UN
sources here said.

But 13 other members of
the chemical weapons inspec-
tion group prepared for an in-
definite wait outside the build-

Five of them were sitting in
three UN vehicles outside the
ministry this morning, an AFP
correspondent said.

Jansen and her team have
kept a round-the-clock vigil
outside the building in shifts
since last Sunday.

UNITED NATIONS, July 11: Iraq on Friday
showed a grainy videotape it said showed US
and British warplanes dropping flares lo sct
fire to Iraqi croplands and protested to the
Security Council, reports AP,

"This is part of a Western destabilization
campaign and part of the continuing intimida-
tion of Iraq's civilian population,” said Iraq's
acting UN ambassador, Samir K. K. al-Nima.
"It's part of an effort to overthrow the gov-
ernment.” “

Iraq previously has leveled the charges,
which have been denied by the US and British
governments.

Al-Nima told a news conference that he
presented the videotape to the president of
the Security Council, Ambassador Jose Luis
Jesus of Cape Verde. Jesus said US and British
envoys have denied any effort to burn crop-
lands and said that no council member has

asked to see it.
He showed it at a news conference.

The tape, lasting about five minutes, shows
what seem to be Western aircraft identified by
a voice on the film as-an F-16 and a British
Jaguar. They are releasing light-colored ob-
jects, identified as flares, but the film did not
show any actual fires started when the objects
struck the ground.

It showed burned cropland and people try-
ing to beat out flames.

Al-Nima said more than 3] cases of crop
burning occurred from May 27, including a
case two days ago.- Most took place in Mosul,
about 225 miles (360 kilometers) north of
Baghdad. He claimed more than 11,000 acres
were burned and 7,000 tons of grain, mostly
wheat and barley, were déstroyed.

The United States, Britain and France have
established a security zone in northern Iraq to
protect that country's rebellious Kurdish mi-
nority. UN guards and relief workers are sta-
tioned there and allied aircraft patrol the re-

gion, despite Iraq's prolests.

 photography, for night

Iraq says the land that was burned was in its
breadbasket, above the 36th parallel in north-
west Iraq and that Kurds are not the only in-
habitants.

Although US government officials have re-
jected Irag's charges, they say that some air-
craft might have dropped flares, from a high
altitude so they would burn out before striking
the ground.

They say flares could be used for night
surveillance of Iraqi
movement of troops and arﬂllcryl;ﬂln::“;mlr:-
tion nst heat-seeking Stinger :

H:ﬁwhilt Reuter adds: A defiant Iragq,
locked in a standoff with UN weapons inspec-
tors mounting a vigll outside a ministry build-
ing, said on Friday the activities of such teams
should be curbed.

"thtlﬂttﬂlhemlmbnpecmrlﬂut
there is a Hmit to what they want to here,
an lragi
Reuters in an interview.

official, who refused to be named, told

‘It was time the Security Council realised
that (t should restrain the inspectors’ activitics
in irag.” the official added.

The council earlier this week demanded
that Iraq let the inspection team, headed by
US Army Major Karen Jansen, into the agricul-
ture and irrigation ministry building where
diplomats say the team suspects Iraq was
stored information about Ballistic missiles.

The UN special commisston charged with
scrapping lraq's weapons of mass destruction
backed up the council's demand by sending
Douglas Englund, UN head of ficld operations,
to Baghdad to discuss the standofl with Iraq
and make proposals to resolve the impasse.

“We are entitled to enter any place that is
designated by the special commission,
Englund told reporters in Baghdad.

But the lragis have so far shown no thll
they will back down. They say Englund's
presence In Baghdad is not to dictate terms
but "to negotiate.”

BEWWING, July 11: Deng
Yingchao, widow of Premier
Chou En-Lai and a prominent

| political lcader after his death,

died Saturday, official media

| reported. She was 88, reports

AP

The official Xinhua News
Agency said she died on an fll-
ness, but gave no further de-
| tails.

Often referred to as China's
“elder sister,” she and Chou
adopted aboul 10 orphans, in-
cluding Premier Li Peng,

was among only about
80 women to complete the
7.780-mile (12,400-kilome-

| supporters escaped Nationalist
forces.



