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NEWS BRIEFS
Khaleda shocked

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia yesterday expressed
her deep sorrow at the unti-
mely death of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal leader Nurul Absar
of Feni. Nurul Absar, AGS of
Sonagazi College Student Uni-
on was slabbed lo death by
some miscreants on Thursday,
reports BSS.

Painting
el LI

exhibition
A painting exhibition by
Rafqul Islam will begin on July
12 evening at La Galerie atl
Kamal Ataturk Avenue, Banani,
in the city. Begum Sufia Kamal
will be present on the occasion
as chiefl guest. The 9-day exhi-
bition will remain open be-

tween 9 am and 8 pm everyday
till July 21, reports BSS.
» L]
200 join Juba Dal

Nearly 200 workers from
Bangladesh Awami League and
Jatiya Party formally joined the
Mohammadpur thana unit of
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Juba
Dal at a function at the BNP's
central office in the city yes-
terday. Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar, Juba Dal
President and Mayor of Dhaka
City Corporation Mirza Abbas,
Juba Dal General Secretary and
State Minister for Forest and
Environment Goyeshwar Chan
dra Roy and other Juba Dal
leaders attended the function,
reports B3SS.
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HELSINKI, July 10 : Nine
weslern European nations
Friday sent ships to help en-
force UN sanctions against
Yugoslavia and increase pres-
sure to stop the bloodshed in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, NATO also
agreed to take part but made
no immediate offer ol equip-
ment, reports AP.

Foreign Ministers of the
Western European Union,
mecting on the sidelines of a
51-nation European security
summit, agreed to send five to
six ships to the Adriatic Sea,
with backing [rom aireraft and
helicopters.

“The ships are steaming in,"
said Willem van Eekelen, WEU
secretary-general.

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, the 16-nation
military alliance, said it would
also participate in the naval
operation.

Dutch Foreign Minister
Hans van den Broek said NATO
would decide later what type

of assistance to offer.

The task of the sea and air
operation is to monitor traffic
flowing through the waters to
try to see whether oil and
other goods prohibited under
sanctions imposed May 30 by
the United Nations Security
Council.

But the nations hope the
operation will step up pres
sure on Serbia and Monlene-
gro to halt the bloodshed in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, which has
claimed more than 7,500 lives.

italian Foreign Minister
Vincenzo Scotti said the mea-
sures were designed lo send a
signal of its concern about "a
tragic crisis in an area so gco-
graphically close."

The ministers fell well
short ol ordering a naval
blockade against Yugoslavia.
They had said in advance that
any move to halt ships to
scarch for prohibited cargoes
would need UN approval.

The ministers said in a
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‘Move to ) enforce UN sanctions on Serbla

statement they would kecp
their options ppen regarding
naval enforcement of the UN
sanctions.

German spokesman Hans
Schumacher said the WEU alse
cxamined the I[easibility of
opening a land corridor from
Croatia to neighbouring Bosnia
for aid convoys to the besieged
capital of Sarajevo

But the ministers said UN
authorization would be re-
quired belore they could set up
such a corridor.

Ships dispatched to Yugo-
slavia will be allowed only to
monitor traffic in the waters to
try to determine whether
cargo prohibited by United
Nations sanctions are getting
through to Serbia.

"They will call on the ships
to report to them what is
abroad,” said Dutch Defense
Minister Relus Ter Beek.
“That's {t— it's monitoring and
surveillance.”

There have been persistent

West European warships
steaming toward Y’slavia

reports that oil and other
goods continue to get through
lo Serbia and Montenegro in
violation of the UN ban.

The naval mission will take
place in inlernational waters,
in the Strait of Otranto, a nar-
row passage between [taly and
Albania and off the Yugoslav
waters. [taly, which holds the
WEU's rotating presidency,
will be in charge.

Van Eekelen said all na-
tions, exceplt Luxembourg
which has a limited military
force, would rotate ships to
the region. Other WEU mem-
bers are Belgium, Hritain,
France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Portugal and
Spain.

British Prime Minister John
Major said carlier in the week
that the HMS Nottingham
would take part

The fighting in Bosnia —
and the West's inability to halt
it —dominated the opening
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Sharif keen on

Khaleda's visit

By Mahfuz Anam from Islamabad

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil has expressed his keen

interest in the forthcoming
visit of Prime Minister Khaleda

Zia lo Pakistan and said the
visit would further improve the
"very close and brotherly” rela-
lions between the two coun-
tries.

"Please convey, through your
newspaper, my highest re-
gards and best wishes for
Begum Zia. She is really taking
her country towards prosperity
and | pray for her success”, the
Pakistani Prime Minister was
speaking to this correspon-
dent during an exclusive in-
terview with The Daily Star
carlier this week at the plush
hill-top official residence of
the Prime Minister, overlook-
ing the Margala Hills and the
Rawal River.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, speaking in a low voice
and choosing his words care-
fully, underscored his firm
determination to increase
economic co-operation with

Bangladesh and said "Pakistan
will enhance trade, encou

joint ventures in industry and
buy more goods from Bang-
ladesh whenever we can.”
Terming Bangladesh-Pakistan
relations to be improving con-
stantly, he said he intended to
give a firm economic basis to
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Nawaz Sharif

causing much trouble to vehicular traffic.

Tllw road 1nfmnt nf R’l_]ﬂl"bﬂgh Police Line has remained closed for over the last two months for deveTnpment works

— Star photo

) || Over 500 Bangladeshis

arrested in Malaysia

By Chapal Bashar

Al least 265 Bangladeshi
workers were arrested in
Malaysia till Wednesday alter
the crackdown on illegal im-
migrants that began July 1, ac-
cording to latest information
available from Kuala Lumpur.

The deadline for illegal for-
cign workers to register and
legalise their stay for tempeo-
rary. employment was June 30

With the arrest of 265, the
number of Bangladeshi work-
ers held in Malaysia rose to
550. Belore the expiry of the
registration deadline, 285
Bangladeshis were arrested for
their illegal entry and unautho-
rised stay in Malaysia.

According to reliable
sources in Kuala Ldmpur, till
July 8 after the crackdown,
ncarly 2000 illegal foreign
workers, mostly Indonesians
were held at different places
in the country and were sent
lo detention camps. These
workers will be deported later.

Till June 30, about 320,000

illegal foreign workers regis-

tered with the immigration
department. In December last
year, Malaysian government
asked the illegal immigrants to
register themselves with the

concerned authorities by June’

30 this year to avoid action
against them.

Most of those who have .
istered : dtﬁdlim
¢nesfans.
his come second in
number followed by Filipines,
Thais and others. However, ac-
curate number of Bangladeshi
workers registered at different
centres could not be gﬂthfri:d
from official sources. "Several
thousands ol Bangladeshis have
registered, but it will take
some time to get the correct
picture”, said a source in Kuala
Lumpur.

According to an official es-
timate, about 120,000 foreign
workers have not registered
themselves during the stipu-
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SIRAJGANJ, July 10: At
lcast 800 [amilies in five
thanas of Sirajganj districl we-
r¢ rendered homeless in last
48 hours by crosion of the
Jamuna, officials sources said
today (Friday), reports UNB.

According to District Reliefl
Office and Watcer Development
lBoard sources, about 13,000
[amilies [ell victim of erosion
during June-July this year and
took shelter on the Brahma-
putra Flood Control Embank-
ment.

The WIdEapread erosion of
the mighty river Jamuna is
continuing unabated in some
115 villages of the district —
18 in Sadar thana, 33 in
Kazipur, 19 in Belkuchi, 25 in
Chowhali and 20 in Shahjadpur
thana.

At least 25-primary schools,
25 government and private of-
fices and two thanas went into
the Jamuna duc to erosion
during the last one and a halfl
year. Twenty sceven villages ol
four thanas which were hit by
crosion lasl year went into
Jamuna this year. |

The villages™ are: Pikepara,

Simla, Charmalsapara, Marg-
rani, Mirpur, [3iara, Mesra Sat-
para in Sadar thana; Sohagpur,
Delua, Aguria, Randhuni Bari,
Khidramatia, Ajugara, Pancha-
sonachar and Char Delua in
Belkuchi: Khukni, Kaijuri,
Jalalpur and Makra in Shah-
jadpur; Tekani, Segai, Puratan
Khasrajbari, Biara, Natuarpara,
Chormara, Prajarapara and
Doel in Kazipur thana.

BSS adds : The Ganges and
the Brahmaputra showed ris-
ing trend during the last 24
hours ending 6 am Friday ac-
cording to a bulletin of the
Water Development Board.

The rivers in the Meghna
basin, excepting the Surma at
Kanairghat and Sunamganj, the
Kushiyara at Amalshid, the
Manu at Manu Railway Bridge
and the Gumti at Comilla, and
the rivers in the South Eastern
tHill Basin also registered rise
during the period.

The Brahmaputra regis-
tered rise in all points. It mar-
ked rise by 4 cm al Noonk-
hawa, 5 em at Chilmari, 25 c¢m
al Bahadurabad, 7 em at Siraj-
ganf and 5 cm at Aricha.

Erosion : 800 families homeless

The Teesta recorded fa}l by -

11 em at Kaunia while the
Dharla at Kurigram marked
ris¢ by 3 cm.

The Old Brahmaputra re-
corded rise by 6 cm at Jamal-
pur, 4 cm at Mymensingh.

The Buriganga at Dhaka re-
mained steady, the Lakhya at
Narayanganj marked fall by 3
cm, the Turag at Mirpur by 17
cm while the Kaliganga at
Taraghat registered rise by 1
cm.

The Ganges remained
steady at Pankha while it
marked rise by 5 e¢m at Raj-
shahi, 11 em at Hardinge
Bridge, 2 cm at Goalundo and
1 em at Bhagyakul.

The Mahananda at Chapai-
nawabganj, the Gorai at Gorai
Rly Bridge and the Jumuna at
Naogaon, the Kumar at
Faridpur registered rise while
the Punarbhaba at Dinajpur
recorded slight fall.

The Surma recorded fall at
Kanairghat and Sunamganj but
remained steady at Sylhet. It is
still flowing above danger level
by 19 ¢m at Kanairghat and 14
cm at Sunamganj.

Seven killed in

road mishaps
By Staff Correspondent

Scven persons were killed
and 15 others injured in three
separate road accidents in
Dhaka and Mymensingh over
the last two days.

Our DMCH Correspondent
says, two pedestrians were
killed in two road mishaps at
Kafrul and Jatrabari in Dhaka
Friday.

A 60-ycar-old pedestrian,
Ismail, was killed when a
speeding truck ran over him at
Kafrul in Dhaka Cantonment
yesterday. Ismail was rushed to

.Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

tal ([DMCH) where doctors de-
clared him dead.

In another accident at Ja-
trabari, an unidentified pedes-
trian was Kkilled when a
Narayanganj bound passenger-
minibus, Rajshahi Ba-5538 ran

over him at around 11:30 am

yesterday.

The victim was rushed to
DMCH where he was declared
dead. He was around 40.

Our Mymensingh Corre-
See Page 12 Col 7

Indian commerce minister
quits over bank scandal

NEW DELHI, July 10: Indian
Commerce Minister Palaniap-
pan Chidambaram resigned
Thursday after admitting that
he and his wife invested in a
company linked to a vast secu-
rities scandal, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) reported, says
AFP,

Chidambaram, 46, said in a
letter to Prime Minister P.V
Narasimha Rao that he and his
lawyer wife, Nalini, bought
shares worth 250,000 rupee
(9,615 dollar) in September
1991 from the Fairgrowth Fi-
nancial Services Ltd.

The minister, one of the ar-
chitects of India's new liberal
economic regime, said the
money was paid by three
crossed cheques and they did
not "suspect any wrongdoing”
by Fairgrowth when they made
the investment.

"It is my sincere hope that
these small investments will
not cause any embarrassment
to the government,” he said in
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Chidambaram leaving

Sabha yesterday - AFP photo

NEW DELHI, July 10: Du-
ring stormy sessions ofl Par-
liament on Friday, lawmakers
urged-the government to stop
Hindu zealots who have begun
building a temple near a dis-
puted mosque in eastern India,
reports AP.

The construction was
started Thursday in the holy
town of Ayodhya by 8,000 Hin-
dus who chanted hymns while
pouring cement. The parlia-
mentarians f[ear the work
could trigger new nationwide
Hindu-Muslim riots.

[loth houses ol Parliament
adjourncd several times when
lawmakers favouring and op-
posing the temple screamed
and yelled at one another.

Many asked the prime min-
ister, PV Narasimha Rao, to

Pandemonium in

dismiss the Uttar Pradesh
state government for sympa-
thizing with the temple
builders. Others said the
builders would not be intimi-
dated by ne.

The Pandemonium pre-
vented lawmakers from deal-
ing with any other issue,

PTl adds: The Lok Sabha
was abruptly adjourned yester-
day after a sixty-minute Pan-
demonium over the temple is-
suc.

Apitated National Front and
left party members virtually
stalled the proceedings and
vociferously demanded that
the government should spell
out its position on the issue.

As the Specaker, Shivraj
Patil's repeated plea for order
went unheeded, he adjourned

the House 45-minute ahead of
schedule.

The furore began soon aflter
the former Prime Minister,
Chandra Shekhar, stated,
while the House was in the
midst of a discussion on the
securities scam, that construc-
tion work on the temple had
started and one thousand
people were engaged in the
work.

BJP members led by L K
Advani and Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, rebutted charges that
the Uttar Pradesh government

had violated any court order in .

this rt:gard
Several Cungn:aa{l} MPs

yesterday demanded imposi-
tion of Presidemt's Rule in Ut-
tar Pradesh il the BJP  gov-
ernment failed to stop imme-

diately the construction work
at Ayodhya. -

In a letter to the Prime
Minister, they said that in
order to maintain peace in the
country and in view of the cen-
tre's commitment to protect
the minorities 'we request you
to take immediate action of
calling for a report from the
UP governor.’

if the state government
failed to stop construction
immediately, the state assem-
bly should be dissolved and
President's Rule preoclaimed to
mafintain peace and harmony
all over the country, they said

This was also necessary to
preserve ‘our -composite her-
itage and safeguard the unity
and integrity of the nation’
they said, adding that action

should be taken against those
who had violated the law of
land by attempting to under-
take the construction.

The mosque was built 400
years ago by Muslims when
they conquered the town and
destroyed a Hindu temple. In
1949, Hindu lundamentalists
stormed the mosque and in-
stalled an idol of Rama, one of
their gods.

The mosque was locked and
closed to people of both faiths
uniil 19868 when a court re
opened it to Hindus only.

Around the same time, the
World Hindu Council, an orga
nization of Hindu zealots,
called for the removal of the
mosque and began collecting
money (o build a temple in its
place.

Lok Sabha over temple construction

A year later lundamentalists
stormed the mosque and tried
to destroy it, but they were re-
pelled by soldiers.

Since then, a right-wing

"Hindu party, Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) , has come to
power in Uttar Pradesh and
promised to help build the
temple.

The council has bought sev-
eral small Hindu temples in
the area, which is about twice
the size of a football field, and
torn them down so it can be-

gin building a huge temple that
will eventually replace the
MOSguE.

Rao conferred with his Cab
inet on Thursday night to dis-
cuss halting the construction,
but he made no announce-
menrt

adverse effect of

day is ‘A world in balance.’
Special thrust has been given
on environmental protection
and making a balance between
natural resources and popula-
tion.

The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has chalked owut
an claborate programme to

mark the day in befitting man-
ner
Prime Minister Begum

10.30 am.

al 8 am with banner, festoons
and placards depicting various
family planning messages,
which will end at the National
Press Chub.

To mark the day, the na-

tional dailies will bring out
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Gunshots rock
Azimpur: 15
injured
By Staff Correspondent

Blasts and gunshots yocked
Azimpur area while two groups
of youngmen clashed wounding
at least 15 people including a
minor girl Friday evening.

A source said, the young-
men clashed (o take posses-
sion of sites at Azinipur road to
set shops for the ceo fair
on the occasion of 'Ashura’.

The ‘arfhed men fired grape
shots and ex at least a
dozen of kers while
both the clashing groups made
chase and counter chase which
began at around 6:45 pm and
continued for about 15 min-
utes,

Of the injured, Upendra,
50, Abdur Rahman, 22, and a
minor girl -- Hamida 8, were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). All of
the three were hit by splinters
from the cracker blasts.

Another three injured,
Uganda, 45, Rojob Ali, 32, and
Sheikh Mosharraf, 22, who
sustained grape shots were
admitted at a private clinic at
Azimpur,

Lalbagh police, however,
could not provide any informa-
tion of the incident.

Mostafiz in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, July 10: Forei-
gn Minister ASM Mostalizur
Rahman arrived here today on
a four-day official wvisit to
Pakistan at the invitation of
State Minister for Foreign
Alfairs of Pakistan Muhammad
Siddique Khan Kanju, reports
BSS.

He is accompanied by his
wife Sufia Rahman.

Mostafizur Rahman is visit-
ing Pakistan after attending
the SAARC council of minis-
ters'’ meeting in Colombe as
the leader of Bangladesh dele-

gation.
On arrival at the Islamabad
Airport, the Bangladesh

Foreign Minister was accorded

‘a warm welcome by Kanju.

Bangladesh High Commissio-

ner to Pakistan M Anwar Ha-

shim and other members of

the mission were also present
See Page 12 Col 7

Businessman
stabbed, robbed
Tk one lakh

By Staff Correspondent

A businessman, Sohrab, 30,
was severely stabbed and robb-
ed of one lakh taka at a shop at
the Ratlway Super Market at
Kawran Bazar in the city last
night.

According to medical sour-
ces, a group of muggers stor-
med into a rice-shop at the
market, stabbed the shop ow-
ner, Sohrab, and looted Taka
100,000 from the shop's cash
at around 9.30 pm last night,
Critically injured Schrab was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) and
admitied there.

Tejgaon police, however,
could not provide any informa-
tion on the incident fill fling
of this repert at around 11 pm
insl night



