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A Sterile Summit

It is hard to pick up a single specific issue on
which an ment at the Summit of the seven
most ul industrialised nations, just over in
Munich, would make much difference to the
world. President George Bush is probably right in
describi the three-day meeting as a "[rank ex-
change views" which has been interpreted to
mean that there was no agreement on any of the
unresolved problems facing either the G-7 or the
world at large.

Of course, the seven leaders reached a measure
of unanimity on a few issues. They agreed on the
need for economic growth, not so much of the
world at large as of their own nations.They were
unanimous on the opening of a land corridor to
provide relief to Yugoslavia. And they agreed on
steps to upgrade the safety of Soviet-designed
nuclear power plants. On the last-mentioned is-
sue, perhaps a more significant move was to ex-
tend the deadline for the signing of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) until 1995, not so
much for the sake of India which has been under
pressure — and rightly so — to accept it as to en-
able a number of republics of the former Soviet
Union, which have these deadly weapons in their
possession, to make up their mind about NPT

Since the Summit was primarily concerned
with economic matters, a firm decision on con-
cluding world trade talks within a specific dead-
line would have gone a long way in turning this
unproductive conference into one of some posi-
tive achievements. Unfortunately, on this issue,
all that the Munich meeting could do was to ex-
press the hope that an agreement might be
reached before the end of the year.

There were several reasons why the seven
leaders were unable to go beyond generalities. For
one thing, virtually all the icipants are caught
in serious domestic problems, some affecting
their popularity on their home front. They
from the presidential election in the United
States to differences even within the ruling Con-
servative Party in Britain over the pattern of
European Integration, symbolised by the Masst-
richt treaty. Meanwhile, Japan which has much to
gain from maintaining an open trading system is
unable to overcome its domestic obstacles to im-
ports. Add to such domestic problems the diffe-
rences am the members of the club over aid
to Russia and other Republics of the former
Soviet Union.

Whatever ht have been the original purpose
of holding the lirst summit in the early seventies,
the Munich conference has done little to give it a
new lease of life or, for that matter, a measure of
credibility in the eyes of the world. No one would
deny the need for government leaders of the
seven most powerful nations to hold annual con-
sultations, or even to bring in Russia as the eighth
member. But it is time such a summit started
loo at the world as a whole, especially at the
critical relationship between the industrialised
north and the developing south, offering propos-
als as to how this relationship could be turned
into a genuine partnership. In some of the earlier
recent summits, there was some hope that Japan
would try to give this annual meeting a new di-
rection by speaking up for the developing world,
in the context of global changes. Judging by
available press reports, Japan did not follow this
course in Munich. In some ways, therefore, the
so-called greatest political show of the year
turned out to be more inward-looking than the
last one, no better than a sterile summit, hardly

substantive to participating nations and largely

irrelevant to the rest of the world.

Seriously Trying the Co-op

On Saturday Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
told a congregation of one lakh co-operators of
the immense possibilities that the nation could
realise through co-operation, The surest way of
ensuring the masses their daily portion of dal-
bhat lay in co-operation, she said. It is hard to
agree more with the PM in this — as far as the
question is one of theoretical possibility. That a
practical realisation of the same is fraught with
many formidable impediments and challenges
was proved in a tell-tale fashion by the PM's pro-
nouncement of exemption from paying back agri-
cultural loans up to Tk 5,000 by cu-uperaturfan -

mers. Evidently, co-operation has failed to come

to the help of these farmers or they could pay
their loans without denting the national ex-
chequer.

There is no question that co-operation suc-
ceeds as an instrument of elevating the economic
level of all in the society. Denmark is a very good
example of that. In the subcontinent however the
experience has been less satlaarling. Although
there have been pockets where the enterprising
small man whether in ulture or in small cot-
tage-level engineering or crafts undertaking has
done wonders — as in the Punjab or Maharashtra.
of India. This fparl of the sub-continent, in spite
of being one of the earlier areas to take up co-op-
eration as an article of faith with the government,
could never make of it something that eminently
helps the economy of the seciety on a large scale
or raises particular target groups out of economic
morass or proves beneficial to the government's
handling of the socio-economic imbalances

Traditionally, co-operatives had a way of being
reduced to dens of corruption and little besides
— most were so many rackets organised by peo-
ple who already had their fingers in the social
pie. This was in F‘-Bitt‘. of the great efforts early in
the century by Rabindranath to spread co-opera-
tive enterprises among farmers. His co-operative
financing bank for farmers at Patisar ended with
eating up his Nobel Prize money. Almost half a
century later Akhter Hamid Khan, choosing
Comilla as his base, sought to reverse the counter
productive co-operative degeneration and in a
great sweep, called the 'Comilla Model', brought a
vast magnitude of the small people to co-operate
out of the clutch of poverty and backwardness.
The Prime Minister on Saturday made a mention
of that but we do not know if his work progressed
to any meaningfully rewarding socio-economic
mechanism after he had left it.

Co-operatives do indeed provide a way for eco-
nomic uplift on the national level through broad-
based ownership of means of production and
participatory enterprise — a way that hasn't gone
on famously as a favourite with our economists.
Successive governments too, are, in spite of their
unfailing patronisation, haven't ever taken this up
as a serious prop for economic recovery. The PM
has now spoken er_!ll_ghat:lcally on seriously ng
the co-operatives. The society will keep a tab on
what comes of this.
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HE problem with agri-

I lopment is that practi-

cally everybody feels he is an
expert an the subject. The
amateurs have a real ficld day
and the talkative ones among
them would go on lecturing on
the issues and problems of
Gram Bangla for hours, if
NeCessary.

My own cenclusion is that |
know so little about my own
country and the people. The
depth of the agrarian problem
is practically bottomless; the
struggle for existence by the
landless is truly amazing. Yet
the naive confidence of the
amateurs knows no bounds.
Their lengthy comments and
elaborate discourse sound ut-
terly incredible. Yet there are
no respites.

Perhaps fools rush in where
angels fear to tread; we are
lost in the verbal wilderness
on the non-expert do-gooders.
Being aware of the immensity
of the problems, the escapist
prolessionals retreat to the
background through cmploy-
ment abroad; while the do-
gooders march in, armed with
innocence and hardly anything
else.

Some of the remarks of in-
nocent do-gooders are worth
noting: "So much land along
roads, canals and railway
tracks remain unutilised; why
can’'t the nearby villagers plant
fruit trees; why not make the
derelict ponds productive with
fish culture and also plant
trees around them?" Then a
pause and a follow-up remark:

' "we have so little land, yet so

much is wasted and instead of

culture and rural deve-

fish, frogs abound the derelict
ponds.” '

However, it is not a bad idea
to let the frogs thrive on the
ponds. We may export frog legs
to France and earn fo ex-
change; while, instead of fruit
trees, let us widen the roads
80 that innocent do- ers
from Dhaka can to the
villages in cumll;rt. After all
they mean well for the unfor-

tunate rural Bengal
Comfort Strategy

The eclectricity strategy of
rural development is one of
the fabulous ideas that 1 have
come across so far. "You see, it
is very simple,” said one of its
proponents,” if clectricity is

avaflable then the edu-
cated clite can live comfortably
in his own village, enjoy the
benefit of running water and
the¢ hot months of Chaitra-
Baishakh will be made tolera-
ble by the air-conditioners
while the refrigeratar will
store the foods, bought fresh
[rom Dhaka.” The do-gooders
will then turn to the village in
large numbers and undertake
rural development without any
loss of urban comforts.

The "best” or rural devel
opment strategies originate at
the dining Lables of Gulshan
and Dhanmandi. With a platciul
of vegetables, potato and meat
but wery little rice, | have
heard the lords of paverty say,
“the food problem can be
solved if the villagers change
their food habits. They eat too
much rice instead of more
polato and vegetables; look at
my plate — hardly any rice".
The meat was practically hid-

‘den undeér the leafy vegetables,
spinach perhaps — good for
health.

The do-gooders have one
thing in common: their knowl-
edge of the rural economy is
almost nil. The roadside plan-
tations cannot be developed by
villagers since there are no in- -
dividual rights to the use of
such land. Why Karam AH
should invest his time and re-
sources until and unless he is
assured of the returns. On the
other hand, the government
lands adjacent tg railway sta-
tions are enjoyed by the rail-
way employecs and that is the.
way the station masters survive

ers but remain profoundly
skeptical of their intentions
since they have been

s0 much by so many and for so
long that they trust no one un-
less of the same kind. In this
connection, the frustration of
an NGO worker 1s so tfhustra-
tive of the village mind : After a
hard day's work to inftiate Mt-
eracy programme in a remote
village, one of the landless day
labourers asked the NGO
workers il they had come for
voles

Different Language

Even the urban language of
the cducated is =o dilferent

WINDOW ON ASIA

with the meagre salary. The
derelict ponds are not reexca-
vated for fish culture because
there are hundreds of co-shar-
ers ol those water bodies ahd
everybody's business has
turned into nobodys aflair. Ru-
ral electrification cannot be
justified only for the comforts
ol the well-to-do. It must en-
vrgize frrigation pumps, rice
mills and ordinary village
homes are well.

If the urban elite visit the
village more often, it will also
do no good. The gap between
him and the landless of the
same village is enormous, so
much so that they practically
belong to different planets. On
the other hand, the villagers
will be polite to the do-good-

that :-:g: difficult to touch the
very rt of the village peopile.
The family planning mmpn;hn
is a case in nt. A very en-
thusiastic officer was strug-
gling with the vasectomy cam-
paign. he found it impossible
to make the villagers under-
stand that it is not the same as
castration or loss of sexual ca-
pacity. The officer was about to
report faflure to the aid donors
but decided to make a last
ditch attempt through the lo-
cal member of the union
council. He was briefed on the
roblem and understood per-
ectly well what to do about ft
since he lived in the village
and is one of them — he be-
longs to the people. He de¢-
cided to ad¢t on behalfl of the

vascclomy campaign on condi-
lion that be alone would speak
and the govt. people mmust re-
main quite at the meeting of
the wvil rs he called for the
purpose. There, his explana-
ton of what is vasectomy
clearly reached the villagers
because of the particular lan-
guage he spoke — plain, stmple
and within easy grasp of the
people. He said, "the result of
vasccto is ke a canal
which will not become mori-
bund; it will still be active, full
of water with the only differ-
ence that there will be no fish.

Gentlemen, we have had pro-
duced enough fish — no more
is needed; now we will da
betler without the fish in the
canal

The message is so sharp
and clear that it would fatl to
come oul of the head of the
scholars. Perhaps it is one of
those which they do not teach
at Harvard. [t must come from
within; from one of them who
lives among them — eating
more rice rather than veg-
etable and potato.

The do-gooders of rural de-
velopment must try to learn
first by living with the vil-
lagers, following their ways,
speaking their language and
appreciating their humour and
sentiments. The do-gooder
must identify himsell thor-
oughly with the target group

and then open the do-gooder's

"box of tricks to reach devel-

opment to the village. He can
play a tremendous role by
providing the bridge between
government and the village: for

cxample, lcase-in the roadside

turing will event far ex-
ceed the size of t rural
economy

Do-gooders of rural devel-
opment will be extremely use-
ful in promoting the cause of
land reform. Let them remain
with their urban life les but
serve the rural cause. can
be the prime movers of agrar-
lan reform, for those who lve
and work in Gram Bangla.

Passing through the Looking Glass in Cyprus

I T ts perhaps 300 mectres
but it could be three ki-
lometres the [first time

you do {t. walking alone along

the road between empty and
war-gulled villas, overlooked
by troops cleaning their guns
on the balconies of the Ledra

Palace — the once-grand hotel

now stranded in a Nicosian no

man's land,
It is the only crossing point

betwden the two Cypruscs, and

only [orcigners may use it. You
have to be back on the Greck
side by 5 pm, and no shopping
is allowed while on the
Turkish side

For the resident population,
the scparation of the two co-
mmunilics is lotal. A handful of
Greek-Cypriots remain on the
Turkish side, there are sca-
reely more Turkish-Cypriots
on the Greck side, and most
exfles have neot scen thcir
homes since the greal popu-
lation shilt that followed thc
Greek coup against President
Makarios and the Turkish
invasion in 1974,

The partition of Cyprus
could not be more bad-lem-
pered. The ramshackle wall
that bisccls Nicosia Old Town
1s guarded by three lincs of
soldicrs — Greck, Turk and
United Nations. From the
Greck side you can phone
anywhere in the world, execept
Famagusta down the road.

It is nol only political ncgo-
tiations for an cnd to partition
that arc going nowhcre. Al
Nicosia Airport, the hulk of an
airliner can be scen that was
caught up in the 1974 fighting
and has been mouldering away
cver sinee. -

The airport itsell {s out of
use. Visilors to the Greck
Cyprus must use Larnaca on
the island’s southern coast
while the Turks have upgraded
a small acrodrome ncar
Nicosia — within casy reach of
guns the Grecks do not darc

| usc.

Al Varosha, a suburb of
Famagnsta, now an abandonéd
ghost town, giant crancs stand

over partially completed

h_utr:ls. The dillerence is that

Cedric Pulford writes from Nicosia

A threat by Canada to pull its troops out of the UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus has stirred
international thinking about an old problem. Canadians have been the mainstay of the
force for 28 years. The threat may be one reason UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros
Ghalt has renewed his efforts to achieve a Cyprus solution. A Gemini News Service
correspondent has just visited the Turkish-occupied North.

yprus: divided island

UN polices

dividing line

they are just as they were in
1974 when, Pompcii-like, they
were caught by the tide of war
flowing over them. |

The high emotions, of the
disputants must communicate
itsell to visitors to Cyprus.
Many, 1 heard, are afraid to
cross to the Turkish side, al-
though the same people would
happily book a holiday in main-
land Turkey.

| was in barcly better shape
as | made the lLedra Palace
crossing, camcra in hand and
visions of a Turkish jail before

C}"ES.

What I lound over the wall
struck me more forefbly than

T = T
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going [rom Weslt to East Berlin
in the communist heyday. It
was like passing through a
looking- glass. I seemed to be
in another city: in Asia, not the
Europe I had leflt minutes ago.
The place even seemed to have

| twice as much dust.

Eventually ] realised there

woere two reasons lor this.

Greek Cyprus has become
wealthy — so rich, incidentally,
thal union with Grecce s dead
— on lourism and as a com-
munications centre (it is a
great and sale place for Middle
East watchers); it shows in the
size¢ and glitter of the shops
and buildings.

These developments have
bypassed the "Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus,” a state
recogniscd by no-one except
Turkcy and the target of
numerous UN condemnations.
This isolalion declares itself in
the rundown and aging look of
Nicosia on the Turkish side.

The olher recason for the
Middle Eastern fecl of Turkish
Nicosia is that since 1974
thousands of pcople have been
imported into the island from
the mainland province of
Anatolia to make up numbers.
The Turks hold ncarly 40 per
cenl of Cyprus land, although
their people were originally

lcss than 20 per eent the pop-
ulation.

The sight of these Anatolian
sclilers — varfously estimated
al between 35,000 and 70,000
— shows just how intractable
thcy Cyprus problem has

come. :

Now it will not be enough to
square the accounts of th

o -'n..ﬂ.-i

Greck and Turkish Cypriots,
ﬂf‘dm‘ﬂtﬂ’dil‘! 'Iﬂr:pﬂﬁlht
scliilers are scarecly more
popular with the local Turks
than thcy are with the Grecks.

Outside Nicostia, Neorth
Cyprus scemed Jess dusty and
not so very different from the
Greeck side, just less frenctic.
In Kyrenia, British and German
holidaymakers were to be seen
cnjoying the good though ille-
gal air, presumably on the
polite fiction of having landed
first in Turkey and then tran-
sited to Cyprus.

The Turks appearcd to be
comfortably scttled in. Eigh-
tecn years of a de [acto
government is long enough for
many of its pcople to know no
other.

But coming [rom the other
side (and with the world
agreeing with mc), | could not
rid myselfl of the idea that the
Turks are making themsclves
comfortable in somecone clse’'s
house,

Often they literally are,
"When you get to Famagusta
plcase go and look at my
house," said a woman in
Nicosia who had not seen her
home since the invasfon. It was
just a pleasantry, of course.

There was no time for me
lo find the house during my
quick visit (back at the Ledra
Palace crossing by 5 pm). If
rcunification comes that wo-
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man and many thousands of
her Greek compatriots will
demand their houses back —
just one aspect of the omelette
to be unscrambled.

The most lurid . story |
hcard was that the Turks were
using Christian churches as
barns and stables. | could not
confirm this, but somechow |
doubt it. Certainly the Turks
have removed the crosses that
surmount Greek Orthodox
churches, except in the two
churches | saw that had be-
come “icon museums.”

Nowadays, however, | guess
that neglect is a greater dan-
ger than desccration and van-
dalism to Greek churches
because the Turks are too poor
t6 maintain them,

¢ The poverty .of Nerth

Cyprus is never going fto
c while it s tined
by the rest of the world.
During the Gulf war Greck
Cypriots remarked ruefully
that if Cyprus produced ofl in-
stead of potatoes the problem
would have been solved long
ago. '

Last year came the latest In
a series of [alse dawns, when 1t
looked as il thére was a will to
scttle on both sides of the UN
green line. Now, with instabil-
ity in both the Middle East and
the former Soviet Union, the
United States has rediscovered
rcasons for keeping Tu
sweet, and the mood In
Nicosia is pessimistic.

The solution of the Cyprus
problem may have to wait until
Turkey applies to join the
European Community. Greece
is expected to exact reunifica-
tion as the price of not oppos-
ing the application.

With Turkey’s human
record and economic u -
development — not to mention
the impolite question eof
whether Turkey is European at
all — it looks like a long wait.

CEDRIC PULFORD is a free
lance DBritish journalist who
regularly Jfor

The

writes
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"Phight of small
investors"

Sir, This has reference to
the letter published in your
esteemed daily on the 22nd
June under the caption "Plight
of small investors.” The less
said about ICB, the better. It
has done more harm than
good, so much so that the
small investors in large num-
bers have been forced to close
their accounts with the organi-
sation. The unethical practices
followed by ICB over the years
are too many fo enumerate
here. For instance, it pur-
chased right shares of
Progressive Plastics Industries
when its market price was
much below its par value and
debited the accounts of the in-
vestorss with interest of Tk
212/- on a purchase price of
Tk 400/- apparently after a
lapse of many years and wih-
out the knowledge of the in-
vestors. This is, to say thc

| least, unpardonable. The or-

ganisation has been repceatedly

asked by the investors to re-

verse those entries but they

could care less,

Secondly, over the years
they increased surreptitiously
interest rate [charged on loan
amount] from 12% initially to
13.5% in recent months. Since
it is compounded quarterly,
the annual interest actually
comes to 15% to 16.5% all in
the service of the small in-

vestors |
Thirdly, its management is

very poor| and it lacks poten-
tiality so much that, for exam-
ple, it has not so far been able
to realise the interest and div-
idend due from M/s. Quasem
Silk Mills Ltd for the last 4
years and credit the same to

the accounts of the investors,

although their accounts are re-
ligiously being debited with in-
terest on balance loan amount.
In that last sense, | must say, it
is quite poient.

Fourthly, it charges interest
on application money with ef-
fect from last date of receipt of

. MBSO
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application for shares. Bul Lhe
organisation is known to pay
the concerned tompanies the
aclual amount due on the suc-
cessful applications after al-
lotment of shares. And to
hoodwink the investors it
credits their accounts with
refund money for unsuccessful
applications after a period of 5
to 6 months. Al-Baraka did nol
accept this proposition of ICB
and as such the bank did not
allot any share on investors'
accounts despite much cajol-

Fifthly, dividends are
posted long after these are re-
ceived from the companies
and who knows it does not
make 'two pice’ by way of in-
terest on this and other ac-
counts mentioned above.

Lastly, it has loaded the ac-
counts with so many worthless
shares giving little or no divi-
dend for years that the in-
vestors are now in deep trou-

ble. It has apparently done w0

on the plea that the investors
have given them the power of
attorney to buy or sell. The fact
is only a few investors had
done so in the confident belief
that it can make no mistake in
the matter of investment with
its expertise and vast knowl-
edge!

In view of the above situa-
tion | would urge upon the au-
thorities in the Ministry of

Finance to give scrious consid-
eration for reduction in the
rate of interest charged by ICB
and te waive a portion ol inter-
¢sl already charged, so as to
give relief to the small in-
veslors and strengthen the
share market, .

One sufferer

'Cover of darkness'

Sir, Barrister Moudud has
criticized the agreement
which enabled AL to join the
Sangsad session as an agree-
ment ‘under the cover of
darkness'! We the common
people heaved a sigh of relief
when a disaster was averted.,

We congratulate both AL
and BNP for their statesman-
ship to work out such an
agreement and recover from
the stalemate. The country at
this juncture needs such
greatness and look forward to
progress and recovery {rom
the rot which was thrust on it
by the autocratic rulers of the
past. Collaborators of that
shameful re are taking ad-
vantage of the free and
re[reshing atmosphere that
was unthinkable a couple of

years back.

3oth AL and BNP should
also be on so t other
anti-social forces cannot jeop-

ardize the unity brought about
the hard way. A news item ap-
pearing in your esteemed

- it

columns carlier indicated that
a minister of Dr Malik's cabi-
nel in 1971, in the then East
Pakistan, called the Prime
Minister an 'idiot . We protest
to such indecency and audac-
ity. BNP in its magnanimity
might had a momentary aber-
ration to seck the assistance of
an anti-liberation force, but in
politics no mistake is irrepara-
ble. Neither the ones commilt-
ted by AL in 1974-5.

What is important is that
the whole country was en-
gullfed in darkness by the ac-
tions of the cohorts of autoc-
Yacy and it must come out of
that by the association of the
true [riends of the people. The
barrister's cover of darkness
has started to lift, we hope.

-M A Hagq

Green Road, Dhaka.

Appropriate laws for
agroforestry

Sir, Recently | wrote in one
of my letiers 'to the editor
that Mr S8 Sikander Ahmed of
Chittagong has been urging the
government to frame and im-
plement appropriate laws for
the dw:metnt of agro-
forestry tn Bangladesh. Mr
Ahmed in his recent personal
letter 1o me sald that he
doesn't like to have more laws
relating to forestry. He wrole

— "my conltention has always
been that we have [ar too
of Lhese laws, rules, regula-
tions and procedures [LRRD).
All of them are obsolete, im-
practical, ineflective and a few
downright insulting and de-
meaning in as much as they in-
fringe on one's basic human
and constitutional rights. Plant
a tree and risk hanged I"
As a matter of fact, by
putting the word "appropriate”
in my letter under reference, |
actually meant omission of un-
necessary laws and fntroduc-

tion of practical laws for the
development of agroforestry
Mr Ahmed cannot getl rid of
lcgal formalities in reaping the
benefit out of his for-
est. Such laws are in force In
every country of the world.
What is nudr:d — omission of

. unnecessary laws and red-

tapism.

May | draw the kind atten-
tion of the Prime Minister and
Forest and Environment Min-
ister to the case of Mr 8
Sikander Ahmed who has uti-
lized his personal wealth- in
the development of agro-
foresty. Doesn't he deserve his
genuine personal return, if not
a national recognition 7

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Col

lege. Dhaka



