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Reforms in China

China's 87-year old senior statesman Deng
Xiaoping has started setting the stage for the
crucial Communist Party Congress, scheduled for
later this year, with a call to step up his campaign
for economic reforms. In effect, it is a tough call,
since he warmns that opponents of his programme
would be "removed”, a hint that the Congress
would not only work out a programme but also
make some dramatic changes in the party leader-
ship for next five years. In this context, the posi-
tion of Prime Minister Li Peng whose political fu-
ture has been uncertain for quite a long time due
to his ambivalent attitude towards reforms would

become a subject of new speculation.

The warning from Deng comes in the form of a
commentary in the Shanghai-based Liberation
Daily, published under the pen-name of a re-
formist writer who, it is said, generally reflects
the views of Deng. In this particular article, opin-
ions of the Chinese leader incorporate his utter-
ances made during an inspection tour of Beijing's
Capital Iron and Steel Complex in May. Why the
Shanghal daily took more than six weeks to pub-
lish the commentary may be a mystery. It proba-
bly waited for the death last week of Li Xianin, a
conservative former president of the state, who,
even from his sick bed, had led the campaign of
hardliners against Deng's reforms. With the pass-
ing away of Li, it remains to be seen as to who will
take up the leadership of the anti-reform school.
Hopefully. the campaign to step up the liberalisa-
tion programme at the Congress will go as
planned by Deng, without running into a rough
weather.

The reform programme, as outlined in the
commentary, is just as wide ranging as one could
expect from Beijing at this time. It talks about the
setting up of stock markets and of "profound
changes in politics, society, science and technol-
ogy. culture and other fields." It even predicts
important changes in people's behavioural norms.
life styles, consciousness, values and sense of
right and wrong. | _

Just from one commentary, it is hard to say
how far Deng is prepared to go in creating what
one. might call, a "new China" that stands at the
threshold of the 21st century, ready for the an-
nexation of Hong Kong into the mainland. The
commentary may well be a way of testing the wa-
ter, preparing the public opinion inside the
country, placating the capitalist mood in Hong
Kong and assuring the outside world, especially
the donor nations, that Beijing will not deviate
from the market-oriented economic reforms.

In coming years. China may well succeed in
achieving many of these objectives, if not all. The
big question still remains, how far would Deng
like the Congress (o go in the field of political
reforms? The commentary offers several hints
that the subject is not far from the mind of the
senior Chinese leader. In fact, it may well be —
indeed. it should be — very much on Deng's
agenda. For instance, the commentary calls for
the "full embrace of market forces and a shift
from the repressive attitude that followed the
military suppression of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square pro-democracy movement." To the out-
side world, all this is most welcome as much as it
should be to the people in China who look for a
new political climate. No one should expect the
changes to come too suddenly or through one
party congress. However, it will certainly mark a
new beginning if the process is set in motion in
the right direction and a leadership that is fully
committed to reforms, political and economic,
takes control in Beijing.

A Sad Sight

A photograph from Kuala Lumpur that ap-
peared in several of our newspapers on
Wednesday showed a "Bangladeshi woman, beg-
ging with child in her arms” on the pavement of
the Malaysian capital. The picture, released by an
international wire agency, must have come as a
shock to our readers. However, it must also have
-raised a number of questions in many minds. The
main question is about the nationality of the.
woman sitting on the pavement.

Some years ago, a responsible Kuala Lumpur
daily had reported the presence of what the re-
porter described as "Bangladeshi beggars" seen in
one of the state capitals, a report that had justifi-
ably caused concern to our High Commission in
Kuala Lumpur. The enquiry by the Bangladesh
mission proved abortive, since the beggars had
disappeared from the scene soon after the report
had been published.

Since the communication between Bangladesh
and Malaysia is only by air, it is hard to believe
that a beggar woman, with a child in arms, can
board a plane in Dhaka, pass through the immi-
gration with a passport, and head for Kuala
Lumpur. On the other hand, it is quite possible
that the woman may well be the abandoned wife
of an illegal immigrant from Bangladesh or any
other South Asian country. The possibility that
she may be from Myanmar of mixed Burmese-
South Asian origin who has entered Malaysia by
road, also cannot be ignored. |

The photograph that shows a smartly dressed
Malaysian woman walking by highlights the
growing disparity that today exists among Asian
countries, the economic deprivation of some in
sharp contrast to the affluence of others. On this
subject, our sensitivities have been dulled by
things we see in our everyday life, especially
within our own country. The fact that instead of
exporting skilled manpower to a country like
Malaysia, we may be now sending out "beggars" to
sit on the pavement in Kuala Lumpur may no
longer come as a shock to many after some time.
Let us hope this does not happen. Let us also
hope that the beggar woman in the photograph in
question is not from Bangladesh. But, then, does
it really matter where she comes from?

senfor Syrlan diplomat
told me some time ago

|
arc only two sides of the same
coin thereby indicating that no
revolutionary change in lsracli

licics, with regard to Lhe

lestinians, can cxpected
from any of the political par-
ties in Isracl. Similar vicews
were cxpresscd by some radi-
cal political lcaders of the Arab
world immediately after the
lsracli eclection last month.
They are right il their vicews
| arc considered in the context
of Palestinian demand for an
independent Palestinian state
west of Jordan river. But there
is no doubt that the recent
Isracli gencral election, ous!
ing the Likud Party of power
after 15 years of its rulc and
opening up the real possibility
of pulling Labour into power,
has changcd the Isracli politics
almosl radically. One may now
sce some ray ol hope in Lhe
Arab-lsracli relationship.

Curb on Jewish
Settlement

The most radical change is
likely to be in the area of
Jewish scttlement in the
occupied territories. Yitzhak
Robin, the Labour leadcr, has
already pledged curb on the
"political” settlement in the
occupied tcrritories. Halt in
the Jewish setilement is
extremcly crucial for the
Palestinians. Here the firm
stand of the United Slates on
setilement policies leading to
the rcefusal of the Bush admin-
istration of § 10b in the Loan
Guarantees to Isracl secms 1o
have played an important role.

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir indccd had a vicious
plan — a plan to prolong the
pcace ncgotiations for at least
a decade which would have en-
abled Isracl to bring in demo-
graphic changes in the occu-
pied tcrritories through rapid
Jewish scttlement. Shamir di-
vulged his secret plan in a re-
cent press interview where he
also mentioned about his final
retirement from politics, he
sald he was at the end of his
"personal road.” Bush adminis-
tration officials feel that the
Labour government headed by

recent study by the

Sydney Universitly sho-

ws a shocking 80% risc

in Aboriginal prisoners in New

South Wales [NSW) plus 24

more dcaths in cuslody since

the establishiment of the 'Black

Death In Custody’ Royal
Commission two ycars ago.

Recently, the Federal Abo-
riginal AlTairs Minister Roberl
Tickner presented an AS150
million package to parliament
lo redress some of the major
concerns raised in the Royal
Comimission report, while
Amncstly International  sent a
tcam to Australia in April o
cxamine the adequacy of this
governmenl responsc.

This package was presented
| amidst national controversy
[ollowing an Australian Broad-
‘castling Corporation (AIBC)-TV
documentary which e¢xposed
police racism and double stan-
dards towards black Aus-
tralians and the enactment of a
draconian juvenile crimes act
in March by the Western Aus-
tralian (WA) state government,
which the Federal Government
has pointed out is in clcar
breach of Australia's interna-
tional treaty obligations.

The background to the en-
actmenl of this act {s a secrics
of high-spced car chases in WA
over the last 12 months in
which 11 people were killed,
The drivers of these stolen
cars wecre all under 18 ycars
and predominantly Aboriginal.
Demonstrations by as many as
20,000 were held in Perth
demanding ‘tough action’ agai-
nst these offenders. In an
election year the state gov-
ernment was quick to act.

Though Aboriginal children

the WA population, 70% of ap-
proximately 100 children in
custody in the state arg Aborig-
inal. Thus this has raised con-
cerns among human rights
groups that the country’s most
disadvantaged people are being
targeted by the act.

1l a young boy or girl
commit an offence four times
they will face up to 10 years in
prison," Robert Bropho, an
Aboriginal clder from the Swan
Vallcy community in WA, told
IPS. 'The government hasn't
given proper assistance lo pre-

that Likud and Labour

are only an estimated 4.3% of"

LABOUR'S WIN IN ISRAELI ELECTION

Is Middle-East Peace Nearer?

Yitzhak Robin who opposes
“political” settlement in the
occupied territories "will bring
a welcome new spirit as well
as a ncw policy o relalions
with Washington.”

Apparcntly, Israeli public
opinion also reeently moved
towards deflinite accommoda-
tion to Palestinians — some
concession on land for peace,
oltherwise there could not have
been so significant change in
the Isracli politics giving
Labour a wide margin in the
general clection. Indeed, since
mid-80s Polls have shown
"slow but stcady increase in
the percentage ol Israclis
willing o tradc at lcast some

vent Aboriginal kids getting
into the situation they're right
NOwW.

Mr Bropho points out that
wayward white kids have got
hostels and controlled areas
where they can go to for help,
like food and shelter. ‘Il you

ask the WA government to

show where the rchabilitation
places for Aboriginal kids are,
there's little or nothing to
show, he says, adding ‘'when
we offered them a plan, they
said it will not work and cost
loo much moncy, without cven
trying it out.’

Some of the state's leading
legal and judicial voices have
called for the act to be
scrapped. These include the
President ol the Children's
Court llal Jackson who said
that the law was flawed and

open to lerrible abuse ol power

by the Police.

Judge Jackson told a par-
llamentary commitice that the
definition of a violent olfence
for which a juvenile could be
scnlenced to 18 months jail,
gave Police too much power,
‘The worst part of this legisla-
lion is that it gives Police vir-
tually open slather as to how

they charge people'.

The WA governmcent argues
that the legislation has been
mcticulously drafted to ensure
that it is aimed only ai those
rcpeat and serious offenders
and it would create a deterrent
against continued olfending.

Aboriginal groups have
pointed out that serious of-
fences under the act may in-

clude blowing smoke in a po--

liceman's face, spitting on a
policeman's shoes or clothes
or a 10-year-old boy touching a

girl on the outside of her dress

below the stomach.

In a letter to the WA Attor-
ncy-General Joe Berrinson in
early February, the Federal At-
torney-General Michael Dully
warned that the bill will place
Australia in breach of its inter-
national obligations under the
International Covenants on
Civil and Political Rights
(ratificd by Australia in 1980)
and the United Nations Coven-

- lion on the Rights of the Child

(ratified by Australia in 1990),

jail

ol the captured Arab territory
for peace.” It was evident from
Lthe election result of an im-
portant settler Party, Tehiya
which filed to get even a single
scal in the lsracl Parliament
though it won three seats in
the 1988 clection. Even the

majority of the American Jews
are more comforiable with the
Labour Party's policies on
scttiements and the peace
process than with those of
Shamir and his Likud bloc, and
therefore will welcome the
change in Israel.”

VMiuslehuddin

Jewish communities in the US
showed considerable changes
in their attitude. The Pre-

sident of the American Jewish
communily said,

"the wvast
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Worries of the Jewish
Settlers

Labour Party's win in the
general election has created
worrics among the Jewish set-
ticrs in the occupled territo-
rics. "Everyone was down and
depressed when they heard
the results of election...” said a

- sctller in the West Bank.

Nearly 110000 scitlers now
live in the occupied territorics

'} though many of them live in

. thority that can take charge

lemporary houscs. This num-
ber would have swelled up 1T
Shamir had remained in

. power. Robin said he would di-

vert all funds from the settlers’
account to housing within
Israel. Jewish scttlement in

' the occupled territories has

crcaled some negotiating ad-

. vantlage for the Palestinians as

they would now be in a posi-
tion to bargain against the
Palcstinians who have the right
lo go back to their homes in
Isracl or get suitable compen-
sations.

Palestinian Autonomy

Though Yitzhak Robin op
poscs any fdea of an indcpen-
dent Palestinian stlate, he
alrecady made statement in
[avour of Palestinian autonomy
apparcnlly as envisaged in the
Camp David and general clec-
tion in the West Bank and Gaza
for electing a Palestinian au-
of
Palestinian “sclf-rule” except
probably dcfcnse and foreign

Kalinga Seneviratne writes from Sydney

Police racism against black Australians, al-
ready a serious problem, will be exacerbated by
such laws as the recently enacted juvenile
crimes act by the West Australian government.

Former Prime Minisler
Gough Whitlam recently urged
the Fedcral Government to usc
its legislative powers to over-
ride the WA legislation. 'The
Labour government in WA in-
herited a police force which

had a racist component,” Mr

Whitlam told an Aboriginal Le-
gal Scrvice gathering in Syd-
ney. It has not succeeded in
eradicating it. Senior police of-
ficers, in defiance of their
Commissioner, pursuc a policy
of precmptive harassment,” he
said.
Racism against black Aus-
tralians among the police force
is not only restriclted to WA. It
was also exposcd by the recent

ABC-TV documentary shot in |

the urban Aboriginal commu-
nity in Sydney's Redlern. Later
on ABC-TV also scrcened a
video clip of a Police party in
Northern NSW, where white
policemen painted in black
mocked an Aboriginal hanging,
which moved Prime Minister
Paul Keating to call it 'a na-
tional disgrace.’

The ABC-TV documentary
'‘Cop - It Sweet' accompanied
the Police on a regular beat of
the Redfern area. It had a most
telling ending when the Police
arrested an Aboriginal person
in the street for swearing at
them under the offensive lan-
guages act, when the Police
themselves have been using
similar language among them-
sclves during the beat.

Ironically, one of the rec-
ommendations of the Royal
Commission report was to re-
peal the state offensive lan-
guages act, under which many
Aborigines get arrested includ-
ing some who died in custody.
In NSW anyone conyicted un-
der the act is liable to an
AS600 fine or-three months

. According to Mr Brian Han-
cock, a solicitor with the Abo-
riginal Legal Service, the law
gives Police an open ticket to

v, s

Sir, Al last Tin Bigha is [ree.
Our heartlelt congratulations
to Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, Indian Premier
Narasimha Rao and West Ben-
gal Chiefl Minister Joylti Basu.

The bamboo curtain erected
by some short-sighted Indian
leaders after Bangladesh-India
Land Boundary Agreement ol
May, 1974 has been dcmol-
ished by the Supreme Court of
India and the Tin Bigha corri-
dor has been formally leased
out to Bangladesh legally and
constitutionally. 26Lh June,
1992 is a red letter day in the
history ol Bangladesh-India re-
lations.

Although even after eigh-
teen years of stalemate, sus-
pense and dilemma New Delhi
could not implement in full

the 1974 agrecement, Lhe pa-
ticnce and the tolerance of the
pcople of Bangladesh know no
bound. We hope India would
fully appreciate our stand and
compensate up adequately for
our 'loss' in Tin Bigha by solv-
ing the Ganges River water
sharing and Talpatty issues ex-
peditiously with fortitude and

sagacily.
O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203

Speed-brakers

Sir, Accident has become a
daily affair. Everyday we find
ncws of strect accidents in the
dailics. Most of the accidents
occur due to careless driving,
tendency of overtaking, and
overloading. Most of our vehi-
cles are not road worthy. In
order to prevent accidents,
speed-brakers should be built
in particular arcas of Chit-

“impo

to deccrease the
spced of vehicles. The most
rtant sites are Ctg. Medi-
cal College, Ctg. College,
Mohsin College, Dr. Khastagir
School, Saint Mary's School
and Nasirabad Boy's High
School. Thousands of students
come lo thesé institutions to
acquire kndwledge. It is very
difficult for students, guardians
and teachers to cross the

roads in lime.
Under the circumstances,

the respective authority should
at least take proper step to
build specd-brakers in those
arcas ol Chittagong city and
thus save the valuable lives of
the [ulure citizens and provide
the guardians a relief [rom
tension.

Bhagya Dhan Barua. Md Moz-
ibul Hogque, Md Jamal Uddin.

Main Hostel Cig. Medical Col-

lege.

arrcst Aborigines. 'It's absurd,
it's likc a joke. But in outback
NSW, thecre's an Aboriginal

puerson being arrested ‘virttally

every week [or swearing,” he
Say's.

Presenting the government
responsc to the Royal Commis-
sion report, Mr Tickner told
parliament, Those who died
were not victims of en-

policies. Indecd. Robin has

nine months.” This was un-
thinkable under Likud Govern-
ment. Shamir only spoke of
Municipal elections and gar-

bage collection autonomy.
Peace Negotiations

Though the Arab world
rcacted cautiously, there is a

general feeling that there
would be “unfreezing™ of posi-

tion on both Arab and Israch
sides in the peace negotia-
ttons. However, Robin's .
tion on three principles which
mark the points of agreement
between Likud and Labour are
known: no acccptance of a
Palestinian state, no return to
Israel's 1967 prewar borders,
and insistence on* lsrach
sovereignty over a wunited
Jerusalem. In the ncgo-
tlation which is likely fo be
convened soon after the Labour
rnment takes over, all ef-
rts must be made to make
progress keeping in view these
positions but within the overall
cnvironment of new feeling
and understanding that is
likely to u Robin's
leadership. Labour government
would have the "free hand to
implcment the Labour Party's
dramatically different policics
on the occupied territories.
More broadly, an Israch gov-
ernment committed for the
first time since the 1970s to
the prineiple of exchangin
caplured territory for rce‘
could galvanise the tical
almosphere in the le East
... ." It is an option for a differ-
ent Middle East. It is all upto
Robin now. Potentially, we
could see revolutionary c
— the lotal collapse of the
‘greater lsrael’ the concept
that Likud has insisted on all
these years.” Said Dedi Zucer,
a Legislator from the Meretz

The Daily Star 4

an
Palcstinian state
ment could be
crcale an

tintan state which could

but

laration of an
Palestintan state
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are genuinely interested In

Party. Again the continued firm peace in the Middle East.

trenched and institutionalised
racism and discrimination.’

Three-quarters of the
AS8150 million government
package to redress Aboriginal
injustices will be channelled
through the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Com-
mission, most of whose mcm-
bers arc clected by the Aus-
lralian black community. This
incluodes ASSO mitllion for legal
services, AS7 million over five
years to sct up Aboriginal
Youth Bail Hostels as an alter-
native to police custody, ASS5
million to create Aboriginal
cmployment opportunities in
the Police Force and Prisons

Police Racism Hinders Justice for Australian Aborigines

sysicm and the appointment of
an Aboriginal Secial Justice
Commissfoner, who will com-
pile an annual State of the
Nation Report on the human
rights of Abo and Torres
Strait Islander people.

The government will be
presenting another plan within
three months to address the
more [undamcntal of
Abgriginal social and ecomomic
disadvantage. - Third World
Network Features/IPS

Kalinga Seneviratne is a ra-
dio journalist in Australia and a
correspondent for IPS, with
whose permission this article
is reproduced.

The Situation in CHT

The Chittagong Hill Tracts
is a turbulent arca of
Bangladesh. Today, a scnse of
rcsentment marks the hearts
and minds of most of its
inhabitants. This situation has
been brought about over the
past one and a halfl decades by
rather a sustained policy of
discrimination, disparity and
negligence, culminating even
in repression.

In early sixties Kaptai Dam
was established resulting in
the destruction of the homes
and livelihood of over 100,000
persons, all members of the
Chakma community. Again in
1972, alter independcnce, the
separale ethnic identity of the
hill people was constitutionally
subsumed within the concept
of the "Bengali nation.”

The Constitution of Bang-
ladesh, in Article 28 (1),
guarantees that there will be
no discrimination by the Stale
against any citizen on the
grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth.
Nevertheless, discrimination
conlinues. Sometimes, censor-
ship of the local and national
media and also misrepresenta-
tion of the situation in the CHT
ensures that the real picture of
the area is never communi-
cated to the people of
Bangladesh living in the plains.

As seen and reported, the
population of .the Hill Tracts
has been forcibly resettled.
Displaced from their own
wlands, men and women are

being made to live in the so-
called "cluster villages.” These
are little better than concen-
tration camps — their inhabi-
tants are almost prevented
from practicing their occupa-
tions, being unable to cultivate
their own lands or to travel to
nearby markets at will
Inhabitants of these villages
have been made dependent
upon government rationing,
which is irregularly and arbi-
trarily distributed.

In 1988, hundreds of hill
people were killed in the riots
instigated by certain quarters
and thousands were foreed to
take refuge in camps across
the border. Their lands were
deliberately resettled, in viola-
tion of the then existing laws,
with plains people who had
Lbecn left homeless following

the destruction of their lands

in river erosion. Bengall set-

tlers in the CIIT have allegedly
becn armed, and are also re-
sponsible for repeated break-
outs of violence against the hill
pcople.

One of the incvitable results
of these changes are the peri-
odic massacres which oceur in
the CHT. The most recent of
these is the reprisal killing of
hill pcople on 10 April, 1992
in Logang village, of Panchari
Upazila under Khagrachari dis-
trict sparked ofl by the killing
of a young Bengali cowherd at.
the hands of miscreants. The
authorities initially prohibited
all journalists and non-resi-
dents from traveling to the
spot. The national media were
fed reports that the killing was
the act of the Shanti Bahini.
But a more disturbing version
of the events was discovered
by journalists and human
rights activists later on and the
cause of killing was published
in the newspapers. .

Article 29 (1) of the
Constitution states that "There
shall be equality of opportunity
for all citizens in respect of
employment or office in the
service of the Republic” and
Article 29 (2] states that "No
citizen shall, on grounds only
ol religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth, be ineligible for,
or discriminated against in re-
spect of, any employment or
office in the service of the
Republic”. At present access to
higher education — medical or
engineering — 1s seemingly
impossible without clearance
from the military authorities.
Similar restrictions exist with
regard to public sector jobs.

The Rule of law should pre-
vall in a democratic state and
the Supreme Court should play
the princi role in this re-
gard. In the Supreme Court,
many cases involving hill peo-
ple, including numerous de-
tention e¢ases under the
Special Powers Act, 1974, are
currently pending. Most of
these involve the illegal deten-
tion of hill people on the vague
and unsubstantiated
lham are "members of the
80- Shanti Bahini” etc. As
with other cases of illegal de-
tention, the High Court has In
a number of instances issued
orders for their release.
However, it is found that in &
number of cases, where hill
people have been detained,

i

their detentions have contin-
ucd despite the issuance of
such order. A particular au-
thority is found to take the dec-
tenu into their custody follow-
ing their release, to retain
them in detention indecfinitely,
in gross disregard of the court
order. Lawyers conducling
such cases have also come to
know that a number of hill
people both students and emi-
nent members of the commu-
nity, have been charged with
treason under Sections 121
and 124 (a) of the Penal Code
purely because they have been
engaged in campaigning or
carrying leaflets regarding the
rights of the community or of
having leaflets with them.
Similar treatment were meted
out to political activists who
campaigned for democracy
during the years of autocratic
rule.

How can the Ben natjon,
whose history is maﬂ by the
Language Movement of 1952,
the Education Movement of
1962, the Six Points of 1966
and the People’'s Movement of |
1971; whose martyrs include
Khudiram, Surja Sen, Barkat,
Salam, Asad and Matiur; whose |
liberation was won at the cost
of hundreds of thousands of
lives tolerate this continuing
msucel Democratic Bengalis

have struggled against au-
tocracy cannot accept this.

Hundreds and thousands of
Burmese refugees poured into
Bangladesh as a result of the
oppression of the Burmese
military junta. Our Govern-
ment, political parties and
people have stood by them.
Why are we not moved by the
living so

ps
our problems? Are they not
our own people? If we
solution to this proble
must come forward
seitlement

1

their




