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Arguments at Moscow trial

'CP lifted people to
over

victory

MOSCOW, July 7 :
Communist lawmakcrs gave a
rousing defense of their
banned party . telling a court
Tuesday that it had defeated
the Nazi$ in World War Il and
built the Soviet Union into a
‘Er::nt power heard throughout
the world, reports AP.

The opening arguments
came in a lawsuit by 37 pro-
Communist mcmbers of
Russia’'s parliament secking to
overturn President Doris
Yeltsin's decree that outlawed
the Communist Party and na-
tionalized its property.

Yeltsin's lawyers were ex-

pected to try to dest for-
ever the Communist rty.
They will argue before Russia's
Constitutional Court that

Yeltsin acted legally last fall in

banning the party, which they
accuse of crimes against the

people. ~

Legislator Viktor Zorkalt-
scv, representing the Commu-
nists, told the 13-judge pancl
that the party Tliflted the
people to victory over the fas-
cists” in World War [l, when
more than 20 million Sovicts
were killed.

"More than 3 million
Communists gave Ltheir lives in
the victory for [reedom and
independence of the mother-
land,” Zorkaltscv said.

"No onc can deny that in
the course of just 70 ycars —
20 of which were spent coping
with the destruction from the
aggression of world capitalism,
out country moved into second
place in the world and first
place in Europe in industrial
production,” he said.

The Soviet Union, Zor-
kaltsev argued, "was a mighty
powcr that achicved great
heights in science, culture and
education, and the voice of
that great power was hcard
throughout the world.”

1is arguments were echoed
by scveral other lawmakers
who alse dcfended the party

before the 13 black-robed jud-
ges who sat in front of Russia’s

white, bluc and red flag,

fascists'

must rule on the cons-
titutionality of Yeltsin's dee-
rocs, issucd in the altermath of
the August 1991 coup against
former Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev by hard-
liners in the party, armed
forces and KGB.

Zorkaltsev contended that
Yeltsin, as president, did not
have the lcgal authority to' ban
the party or nationalize its
property, and had usurped leg-
islative and judicial powers.

Yeltsin "created a prece-
dent for ex riating the

of other political par-
ties, farmers, businessmen,
commodities exchanges and
foreign investors,” he said.

Zorkaltsev, the former party
boss in the Siberian city of
Tomsk, said that although the
party had made"mistakes,” in-
cluding Josel Stalin's reign of
terror, it had reformed fitselfl
and made positive changes in
socicty.

He said the party did not, as
a whole, support the coup.
"During those August days, |
was in the. Russian White
House and personally know
that among its defenders were
many Communists,” he said.

Much of the morning was
spent on procedural fssues, in-
cluding the order in which the
judges will hear arguments.

Lawyers for the Communists
want Yeltsin, himself a former
member of the party's ruling
Politburo, to testify. Yecltsin's
lawyers said the president
doesn’'t plan to give evidence
unless the court orders him to
do so.

Yeltsin was not at the hear-
ing. The most prominent fig-
urc in the courtroom was
Yegor Ligachev, the party's
former ideology secrctary un-
der Gorbachev.

Asked if he considered it a
show trial like those of the
Stalin era, Ligachev said out-
side court that "there arc par-

allels. What was done then was
all illegal, and 1 think what is
happcning now is all illcgal.

Santiago barred from
leaving Philippines

MANILA, July 7: Populist
leader Miriam Santiago, barred
from leaving the Philippincs
on gralt charges aflter losing to
Fidel Ramos in the May presi-
dential polls, vowed today to
fight her way out, reports AFP.

Santiago, facing arraign-
mecnt on charges filed by em-
ployces she sacked as immi-
gration chiefl three years ago,
safd in a statement she would
ask 1the Supreme Court
Wednesday to lift a “hold-de-
parturc” order issued by a
Judpge.

The 47-ycar-old Santiago,
who accused Ramos of robbing
her of victory in the May 11
polls, said she must be a
Harvard University by July 11
or lose a fellowship oflfcred by
the lcading US untversity.

She promised to return to
Manila for arraignment on

Words expunged
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the members who were break-
ing the silence in the House
and obstructing others to
speak.

At this stage. the Speaker
intervened saying that 'l have
given you the floor to withdraw
comments, not for anything
else.’

Hearing the Speaker make
such a comment, the Oppo-
sition benchers became noisy
and started shouting. They,
however, did not enjoy the
comment of the Minister.

The shouts of the Oppo-
sition apparently made Huda
angry and he commented 'l am
the last person to be
pressurised by dirty noise.” He
then sat down.

Immediately after this.
Tofael Ahmed. citing an Urdu
poem, compared Huda's per-
formance in the House to
'‘something’. later expunged.
He also referred to the other
words used by Huda July 6.

As it became clear that
Huda was not going to with-
draw his words, Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury.
Deputy Leader of the House
stood up and requested the
Speaker to expunge all the un-
parliamentary words used in
the course of events.

The Speaker then an-
nounced his decision of ex-
punction.

charges that she violated the
law by using proceeds [rom an
amnesty programme for {llegal
aliens to provide incentive pay
to seclected employces.

Santiago, who has de-
nounced the charges as ha-
rassment, branded the hold
order issucd by an anti-graft
court in Manila as "unconsti-
tutional” and “precipitate.”

Ramos beat Santiago and
five other aspirants in the May
11 polls with a winning margin
ol about 900,000 voles.

Fighting 1n
Moldova
claims 22

MOSCOW, July 7: Overnight
fichting killed at lcast 22 pco-
ple in the scparatist Trans-
Dnicster region of Moldova.
Parliament on Tucsday called
for pcacckeepers from neigh-
boring countries to form a
buffer zone in the combat
zone, rcports AP,

In Georgia, national
guardsmen launched an ar-
tillery attack on the South Os-
sctian capital of Tskhinvali,

killing two people and wound-
ing five, the Itar-Tass ncws
agency said Tuesday,

Azerbaijani forces, mean-
while, have regaincd control
of two towns captured by Ar-
menian forces over the weck-
end, an Azerbafjani ncws
agencey reporied,

Moldova's parliament voted
225-3 on Tuesday to invitle
pecacckeepers from Russia,
Romania Ukraine, Bclarus, and
Bulgaria to form a bulfler zone
between Moldovan loyalists
and Slav separatists.

President Mircea Sncgur,
endorsing thc peacckeeping
plan, told legislators that "no
onc can accept any further loss
of lile.”

Parliament's appcal came
after a night of intensilicd
fichting killed 22 people,
many of them civilians, and
wounded 48, spokesmen for
the two sides said.

More than 600 people have
dicd since March in [ighting
between Moldovan loyalists
and Slavic separatists in
Trans-Dniester. The scpa-
ratists want to sccede from
Moldova, which is dominated
by ethnic Romanians.
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‘Blasts in AIM | UZ abolition thru’

area: Cop hurt

From Our Cnrréspnn dent

NARAYANGANJ, July 7: A
police constable was injured
today during indiseriminate
bomb blasts in the Adamjee

Jute Mills area although the

authorities had tightened se-
curity deploying paramilitary
BDR forces.

Blasts were heard twice
from Kadamtali and Shimul-
para arcas closest to the mills
late Monday and early Tucsday,

that at
lcast 50 bombs were blasted.
The injured constable was
identilied as Tara Mia dc
ployed in the arca. |

\
It was not clear who was re-

sponsible for the blasts.

Meanwhile,

Dhaka Baju

area, the centre of rivalry, has

remained in the control of the

activists of BNIP's labour wing

following a
person was
killed and 50 others were in-

since Saturday

jured in Saturday's clash.

Rival lecader Siddique Sar-
der could not return home
until Tuesday. But police were
guarding his house.

An uncasy calm continues to
prevail in the mills area with
sccurity personncl reportedly
preparing to raid the troubled
arcas,

Arguing lurther in the ap-
peal case against the Upazila
Dissolution Ordinance, Barris-
ler Syed Ishtiag Ahmed Tues-
day said the abolition of the
sysicm through an ordinance
was nol democratic, reports
1SS,

Making his submission be-
fore the Appecllate Division of
the Supreme Court, Barrister
Ahmed said the step was con-
tradictory to the 12th Amend-
ment of the Constitution.

The hearing of the appecal
pctition against the verdict of
the High Court Divislon on the
promulgation for dissolution of
the Upazila Parishad continucd
Tucsday for the seventh day
before the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court.

Barrister Ahmed said only a
people's representative can
propose imposition of taxes. A
non-cleeted person of the loecal
government can not have the
right to imposc taxes. When a
non-elected person of the loeal
government imposcs tax, his
function becomes unconstitu-
tional, the counscl argucd.

Petitioner’'s counsel Ahmed
further said the repeal ordi-
nance promulgated for abolish-
ing the Upazila Parishad, how-
cver, allowed the functioning
of the upazila to be run by a

Ordn

| undemocratic : Ishtiaq

person who is not clected,
This is a violation of Article
59 and 60 of the Constitution,
he held.,
The hearing resumes mdnr'.
Barrister Syed Ishtiaq Ah-
med, Dr.Kamal Hossain,
Barrister Amir-ul Islam and

- Advocale Zakir Ahmed ap-

pcarcd for the petitioners.
Attorncy General Aminul
Iluq and Additional Attorney
General Abdul Wadud Bhutyan
appcared for the state.

2 killed, 25 hurt

as bus turns
turtle

COMILLA, July 7: Two peo-
ple were killed and 25 injured
when a bus skidded off the
Comilla-Brahmanbaria road and
turned turtle on Monday, re-
poris UND.

The dead, both passcngers,
were fdentified as Abu Nascr
Sarker (30) and Majid Mia
(35).

Police and witnesses said
the accident occurred at
Shailchar in Decbidwar thana
when driver of the Comilla-
bound bus lost control.

The injured were given first
aid at Dcbidwar Hospital.

T

ench riot police breaks open the door of a driverless French truck blocki ng a road in Saint-

Fons near Lyon on Monday. Military and riot police moved into several places in France to

break up the blockade which has lasted fo

main highways in France.

r over one week already, bringing
I

chaos to the
— AFP photo

French truckers | BCCI fraud: Saudi

may call
off strike

PARIS, July 7: Truckers'
unions reached a tentative
agreement early Tuesday that
could lead to the dismantling
of their roadblocks, which
have caused havoc throughout
vacation-minded Europe, re-
ports AP.

The accord was reached afl-
ter police and soldiers used
helicopters and tanks on
Monday to dismantle 16 of the
roadblocks, which stranded
hundreds of thousands of trav-
clers and caused fucl and food
shortages.

At least 45 people were ar-
rested.

The truckers, angered by
new rules that give penalty
points for driving violations,
continued to maintain more
than 100 roadblocks that cut
access between Paris and
provincial cities in the north-
west and south.

Union leaders were to dis-
cuss the ement with rank-
and-file members Tuesday,

Transportation Minister
Jean-Louis Bianco negotiated
with truckers union represen-
tatives to reach what he called
an "unprecedented accord” be-
fore dawn Tuesday.

The fnterim agreement in-
cluded lowering truckers’
work hours from 42 hours a
week to 41, and a provision
that employers must give

| drivers who have thetr licenses

suspended or revoked a re-
placement job for that dura-

| tion.

| operating officer of

banker resigns

JIDDAH, July 7: The chiefl
Saudi
Arabia's biggest bank resigned
Tuesday as a result of his in-
dictment last weck in the
United States on fraud charges
in the BCCl bank scandal, re-
ports AP.

Sheik Khalid bin Mahlouz
and an associate, Haropn Kah-
lon of London, were charged
in New York with defrauding
customers of the collapsed
Bank of Credit and Commerce
International of dlrs 300
million.

An announcemenl said
Mahfouz's dutics at National
Commercial Bank would be
taken on by his clder brother,
Sheik Mohammed bin Mah-
fouz, chairman ol the bank's
managing commillee.

The bank said Mahfouz re-
signed to devole his time to
fighting "the unwarranted
charges brought against him in
New York”.

"We are fully confident of
Sheik Khalid's innocence and
God willing he will be vindi-
caled,” the bank said.

The statement did not say
whether Mahfouz, whose per-
sonal fortune has becn csti-
mated at dirs 1 billion,
planned to surrender to face
the charges in New York.

Robert Morgenthau, the
New York city prosccutor, said
last week that there was little
chance of extraditing .Mahlouz.
But he said the 44-ycar-old

 8Sheik has millions of dollars of

property in New York, Texas
and Florida that could be con-
fiscatled.

Afghan PM
spends first
day in office

KABUL, July 7: Prime
Minister Ustad Abdul Saboor
Farced spent his first day in
office Tucsday trying to figure
out what to do with hundreds
of armed rebels who accom-
panicd him to the capital, re-
ports AP,

Farced, a 40-ycar-old for-
mcer school tcacher, rode into
Kabul on Monday ecvening es-
corted by about 500 armed
supportiers in armorcd vchi-
cles, trucks and motorcycles
and took his seat in the
Islamic interim government.

1lis arrival, greeted by thou-
sands of well-wishers shouting
"God is Great” and "Down with
Communism ,” ended a two-
month boycott by the radical
l1ezb-e-Islami faction that had
once threatened to destroy the
city and scize power.

Farced wanted (o enter the

city with 2,000 armed
Mujahidecn, or Islamic war-
riors. But the interim

President Burhanuddin Rabba-
ni vetoed the plan, saying the
government was trying fo rid
the unpoliced strects and
government buildings of armed
gunmen who overtan the city
in late April.

AFP adds: The Afghan lead-
crship council adopted a
new, more Islamic national [lag
Monday.

State television said the
council had adopted a new
red, white and black flag to

replace the old black, green | both the government

and red one.

Flood situation in
Sylhet remains
unchanged

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 7: Flood sit-
vation in Sylhet has remained
stcady during the last 24 hours
as MNood water [rom the hills of
India is flowing in at a declin-
ing rate.

River Surma was ng 51
cm above danger level at
Kanaighat while it was flowing
only 2 ¢cm above at Sylhet town

at 6 today.
T{Srﬂen of Kushiara and

Amalsit of Zakiganj are flowing

al the danger level.
Mcanwhile, eroston caused

by the flood has increased at

places.
JP
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He also urged everyone to
take lessons (rom all the
wrongs committed by the JP
in the past and acdvised them
to move forward. Accusing the
BNP, he said that some of the
bad things of the past were be-
ing repeated.

in reply to Mizan Chow-
dhury. the Deputy Leader of
the House Profl. Badruddoza
Chowdhury said that Mizan's
realisation today would be wei-
come if it came nine years ago.

Prol Chowdhury, retorting
the accusations of Mizan
Chowdhury that JP workers
and supporters were being ha-
rassed, narrated the story of
how he was beaten up by po-
lice and other incidents of vio-
lence against the Opposition
during JP rule. -

Prof. Chowdhury said that if
the JP had risen above vindic-
tiveness, then Dr.Milon's
mother would not have shed
tears and Nur Hossain would
riot have been killed.

Contesting Mizan Chow-
dhury's comparison of Ershad’'s
present situation with that of
Sikh extremist Beant Singh.
Prof.Chowdhury said that in
the case of Beant Singh the
trial was not stayed.

NCL: BB advice
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NCL showed that therc had
been a total of 47 loan dis-
bursemcnts from the invest-
ment company. .

The ministry is also inquir-
ing whether this is the state-
ment of total loans disbursed
by NCL.

Sources said the Finance
Ministry is also studying the
viability of non-banking in-
vestment companies in the
country. The said the ministry
will take decision whether
permissions will be given Lo
morc such investment com-
panies in the luture.

NCL had applied for per-
mission to turn the company
into a commercial bank in the
first weck of May this year.
The move came [ollowing a
scandal that hit NCL and
Bangladesh Commerce and
Investment (BCI), another in-
vesiment company now sus-

pended.

Matin : JS
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are taking necessary prepara-
tions for sending them back.”

Chowdhury told indepen-
dent member Nurul Islam
Moni and Awami League MP
Rahmat Ali that the latest fig-
ure of the Myanmar Muslim
refugees was 2,70,829. The in-
flux has declined to 20 to 25
pcople a day from 3,000 to
5,000,

The Home Minister didn't
agree with Dipankar Talukder
(AL) that many refugees had
leflt camps and mingled with
the local pcople in Cox’'s Bazar
and Bandarban districts.

In reply to Dr AKM Aszad of
Jamaat-e-Islami, Matin Chow-
dhury said the Bangladesh

{ representative had handed

over lists of 20,246 refugees to
Myanmar authorities in six
meetings so far held between
the two countries for
repatriation.

The Myanmar representa-
tive has given clearance cer-

_tificates to 9,000 refugees out

of the listed figure.

As per the Dhaka-Yangon
accord reached during minis-
terial-level talks here late
April, the much-delayed repa-
triation was to start on May 15.

UP bill
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running the local level gov-
ernments by the elected rep-
resentatives of the people, the
proposcd bill contradicted the
constitutional provision.

He then requested the
Deputy Minister for Loeal
Government Abdul llye lo
withdraw the bill and thus
show honour te the
Constitution of the country.

The Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz at this stage read-
fly stood up and supported
Suranjit's view saying that the
sub-clause of the proposed bill
would definitely offended the
Article 59 of the Constitution.
The minister concerned
should withdraw the bill, the
Law Minister added.

The Deputy Minister then
withdrew the bill amidst
thumbing of benches l'rnrn;
an

Opposition sides.
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The Midnight Filc

Russian diplomat in Delhi

missing

NEW DELHI, July 7: A Russian diplomat in New Dellil has
gone missing and police say he may have been kidnapped. the
United News of india (UN]) said today. The UNI quoted a po-

lice official as not ruling out
napping behind

Secretary

mounted

Ghali,

any possibilities
the disappearance” of Alexander Gainth. Pirst
in the New Delli embassy. It said the

including kid-
police have

manhunt for Gainth. reports Reuter.
C

arrington meet

tomorrow

MUNICH. July 7: The European Community

mediator on

Yugoslavia, Lord Carrington, will have talks in New York on
Thursday with UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd said today, Hurd said
Carrington. who has sought in vain 1o broker peace between
the warring laetions in Bosnia Herzegovina., was keen to ¢o-
ordinate all international efforts to end the fighting, reports

Reuter
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to do the same?

Amid all the serious talk
about democratic norms and
the right to held public meet
ings without having it demol-
ished by police tear gas. Mizan
Chowdhury still managed to
find time to throw a few words
of caution at the promotion-
secking Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury.

‘Matin should be carelul
about seeking promotion. be-
cause what would be the next
step for a Home Minister? If
he gets a single promotion
then he would have to become
Prime Minister; il he gets a
double, then he would occupy
the Speaker's chair; and if it is
a triple promotion then it
would be the Presidency for
him. That is quite dangerous, {f
he talks about that kind of
promotion then he could end
up losing his job altogether
Chowdhury said.

* *

The position of the Jamaat.

¢-lsliimt remains very much

like that of an orphan. as both
the Banglacdesh Nationalist
Party ([BNP) and the Awami

League are loathed to own
them as part of their bench.

First. Mizan Chowdhury
rattled a few BNP nerves when
illustrating how there was
never a last word in politics.

‘Awami League never
thought they would join BNP in
a movement, but they did; the
BNP never thought the AL
would join them in a move-
ment, but they did; and the
BNP probably never thought
the Jamaat would vote them
into power, but that also hap-
pened”. Mizan said with loud
protests from the Treasury
Bench echoing around the
chamber.

Later. Deputy Leader of the
lHouse Badruddoza Chowdhury
touched a few raw nerves in
the AL and allied ranks by re-
l[erring to Jamaat as part of the
Opposition. Chowdhury man-
aged 1o ride out the crescendo
ol protests by giving a simple
number count.

“The whale world knows
that 170 members are in
favour of the government, and
160 are against it. Leader ol
the Opposition hérsell oftcn
speaks about it", the bespecta-
cled doctor said.

Back in March., 1991,
Khaleda Zia with 140 of the
300 elected seats, managed to
claim majority backing in the
House only after Jamaat
pledged its support. At pre-
sent, BNP has absolute major-
ity on its own after getting 28
seats reserved for women, by
the joining of a previously-in-
dependent MP and by gaining
a scat in a by-election.

* * *

The man in the news, how-
ever., remains the Minister for
Information Nazmul Huda, for
the third evening running.

After Speaker Shaikh Raz-
zak All had asked him to with-

draw some "unparliamentary”
comments he made last Sun-
day, Huda began a lengthy per-
sonal defence, and got himselfl
into more trouble with the
Opposition in the process.

"l wanted a ful atmo-
sphere, honourable minis-

ter...". the Speaker pleaded. He

G-7 : UN force
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gets through.

Salcty at Soviet-designed
nuclcar rcactors was being
considcred at the summit, and
US officials played down re-
ports of a dispute over how to
organize a planned dirs 700
million programme of first atd
to disaster-prone nuclear

s.

The United States, Japan
and Britain favoured direct
dcals to improve safety at the
reactors, which the other
Europcan countrigs f[avoured a
multilateral approach,

Trade and other economic
issues, including Third World
aid and environmentally sound
growth, were also strong on
the summit agenda. The seven
countries exhibit mostly slow
growth or recessions, and they
are wiclding sometimes con-
tradictory cconomic weapons
to deal with their lems.

Helated on Page §

From the Gallery

might as well have pleaded w0
the walls or ceiling. as peace
rcfused to reign on the floor.

“They call me behuda (gobbet).
Mr Speaker”. a highly charged
Huda complained. to roa f
laughter from the Opposition.

“l am the last person to be
pressurised by dirty noise...|
will not withdraw™. the Minis-
ter retorted in a rage before
sitting down and staying down.

The Speaker then pro-
ceeded to delete all unparita-
mentary words like bakkol,
unmad, etc. That have been ut-
tered. mostly by Nazmul Huda,
from the proceedings of the
House,

A word about the voice vote.
The Treasury Bench wins
them all, by virtue of sheer
numbers. But Niamatullah Sabu
ol Savar proved yesterday that
he was capable of handing a
voice-vote victory to Khaleda
Zia all by himsell.

Alter Education Minister
Zamiruddin Sircar had sought
permission to table the Private
University Bill, Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni decided
to put it to vote. But barely had
he said. "All those...”, when an
car-splitting "Haa", bellowed
out of the throat of the giant-
sized Sabu loud enough to out-
holler anything the Opposition
could have offered Panni had
to go through the process
again, with the slightly embar-
rassed Sabu letting his col-
leagues do the shouting this
time.

Indian truckers
call off strike

NEW DELHI, July 07:
Truckers called off their 7-
day-old strike Tuesday after
government appealed to them
to return to work to save mil-
lions of people from distress
and some farmers from finan-
ctal ruins. reports AP.

The decision triggered
cheers across the country
where fruit, vegetables and
eggs were in short supply and
many people were forced to
change their diets.

The strike had impaired

farms, industries, mines and
ports, and raised prices shop-
pers pay because the country's
1.5 million trucks carry nearly
90 per cent of the goods
transported. Even chickens in
poultry farms were starving
because the trucks that usually
deliver their feed were off the
roads.
"l am glad that the strike is
over,” Jagdish Tytler, Minister
for Surface Transport, told a
news conference. .

=]

Private university
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be approved by the university
nis commission.

b) It must have al lcast two
facultics to begin with,

c) Each faculty should have
the teachers as enunciatcd by
the grants commission.

d) A rescrved fund of mini-

‘mum Tk one crore with any

nationalised bank.

c) Syllabus has to be ap-
proved by the granis commis-
sion.

f) Five per cent seals are (o
be reserved for poor but meri-
torfous students who will be
given facilitics to study free of
tuition fees.

g Pay scalé of tcachers and
fees of students are to be
clearly stated. .

Earlicr, opposing the bill
Mohammad Nasim expressed
the doubt that proposed pri-
vate university would serve the
purpose of party and individu-
als.

He noted with regret that
the existing universilies were
in the grip of terrorists and
dominated by certain political
partics.

Nasim demanded that the
campus should be freed from
anarchy, terrorism and domi-

nation ol partics.
The second bill, the Inland
Water Transport Workers

(employment regulation) Bill,
introduced by Labour Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhulyan secks
to provide terms and condi-
tions of employment of the

workers,
it will replace Lhe Inland
Water Transport | lation

employment) Act |



