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CHUADANGA
Police action
on newsmen

condemned
From Our Correspondent

July 7: A mectling of Jour-
nalisis of Lthe district held at
local Press Club premises re-
cently in prolest against the
police altack on the journalists
al National I’ress Club on June
21.

The meeling was presided
over by Saiful Islam Pinu, Edi-
tor of the Jocal daily Matha-
banga. 1t was addressed among

others by Md Quamrul Arcfin,
Daily Star Correspondent,
Chuada and the President

of loecal Press Club, M
Mahtabuwddin, Azad Malitha,
Wasiqur Rahman [3clal, Anwar
llossain, Dr Ashabul Hoquc,
Tosirul Alam Mollick Duke, M
Ali Kedor Palash, Din Mo-
hammed Kamal Siddique Babu,
Toshlim Ahmed Penu, Touhid
llossain and llabibur Rahman
Labha,

The speakers condemned
the police action on the jour-
nalists and demanded exem-
plary punishment to Lthe per-
sons responsible for the inci-
dent

JAMALPUR |
Anti-terrorism

rally held
From Our Correspondent

July 7: An anli-tcrrorism
rally organised by the district
unit, Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) was hcld here in-
front of its oflice recently.

Advocate Abdul Khaleque,
Senfor Viee-President ol dis-
trict unit, BNP presided over
the meeting. The meeting was
addresscd among others by
Mahbubur Rahman, Sccretary.
district unit of OBNI’, Khon-
daker Hias Morluza, President,
Juba Dal, Anwar |lossain, Sce-
relary, JCD districl unit Con-
vener Shahedul [laque Khan,
Raliqul Islam and Firoz Miah.

Laler, they brought oul a big
procession at the town and
chanted slogans against Gha-
lok Dalal Nirmul Committee,
and jls aectivities all over Lthe
country.

MAULVIBAZAR
Rathajatra

observed
From OQur Correspondent

July 7: Rathajatra, a reli-
gions [estival of the llindu
Communily was observed
throughout the district with
due rcligious fervour on July 2.

Sri Sri Modam Mohan Jewr
Akhra Commitlec of Maul-
vibazar town organised the
festivinl in the town. They
brought-out a procession with
chariol. The inmage of Lord Ja-
gmnnath was on the chariol,

" may b mentioned here
that drawing the chariol, car-
rying the tmage of Lord Jagan-
nath. Subhadra and Balaram
wure the main fentures of this
traelitiomuad festivil that marked
the annual sojourn of Lord Ja-
gwnnalh

NARSINGDI

One held with

pipegun
From Our Correspondent

July 7: Police arrcsted one
person with a country-made
pipcgun from Velanagar village
undcr Narsingdi Sadar thana

Acting on sccret informa-
tion, a policc tcam went to the
house of one Mujibur Rahman
(20) and arrcsted him with a
couniry- made pipcgun

A case has been lodged with
the Sadar thana In
this regard.

Another rcport adds: One
school students drowned' in
the river here recently.

Il is lcarnt that thc victim
Shalivddin (16), son of Abdul
Kabir of village Masendikandi
of Pahariali union of Lhe dis-
rict was drowned whilc he
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BARISAL

Police arrest
5 gay-girls
from hotels

July 7: Five gay-girls have
been arrested from twe local
hotcls of Barisal town on Mon-
day last , a police source said,
rcports [35S.

The gay-girls are Beauly
(18), Parvin (20), Asma (19),
Nurun Nahar (19) and Salma
(19).

Two hotcl workers
Sahidul and Molahar — wcre
also arrested in this connce-
Hon

MADARIPUR

Scarcity of
bamboo

threatens
cottage industry

July 7: Traditional cottage
industry is on the verge of ruin
due to acute scarcity of bamboo
throughout the district for a
long time, reports UNB.

Prices of bamboo have shot
up abnormally in the markets.
At present a medium size
bamboo is being sold between
Taka 50 and 65 which is be-
yond the purchasing capacily
of the poor villagers.

Mcanwhile, hundreds of
people who were engaged in
cottapge industry have become

Ty

CHAPAINAWABGAN.J: The work on the 33 KV power station at the town was completed

year back but it is yet to be commissioned.

a
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Train journey hazardous

in northern districts

GAIBANDHA, July 7: Train
journcy in northern districts
has become troublesome and
the withdrawal of some Lrains
from diflerent sections has
worscned the siluation.

Shortage ol engine and pas-
senger coaches are the main
reason for the withdrawal loeal
trains. Duce (o shorlage of
Lrains, passengers have been
sullering nuch in all the see-

jobless due to shortage of bam- | tjons.

boo,

Besides, poor people can
not build new and repair old
houses for want of bamboo.

Local people blamed the
owners of brickfields for the
scarcity. Encouraged by the
brickficld owners farmers de-
stroyed many bamboo bushes
by selling the roots to them,

they alleged.

SYLHET

Y oung housewife
commits
suicide
From Our Correspondent

July 7: A voung housewife
committicd suicide at a lea-
gardon al village Lalakhal un-
der Jaintapur Upazila of Sylhet
district recently.

According (o the reports,
on the night ol incident, the
vielim Anita Rani Nayek (20)
had an exchange of hot words
with her husband Mukul
Mohali over some [amily mat-
lers. As a result she committed
suicide by hanging herscll with
a sarce on the same night.

On getting informations, a
police party went to the village
and scnt Lhe body to the Sylhet
MAG Osmany Medical College
Hospital for post-mortem.

A case ol unnatural death
was registered with the
Jaintapur PS in this conncc-
tion.

FARIDPUR

Body recovered

July 7: An unidentified boy
was rccovered from Nimtuli
Residential Arca of the town
Friday morning, rcports [3SS.

According to police, the
dcccased might have died
from gunshot at dcad of night
when he was attempling to
makc an intrusion inlo a house
in the area.

Police suspected the de-
ccascd who had a pencil torch
and lock-breaking maltcrials in
his pockct might be a thiel.

Police said a sholgun con-
laining a used cartridge in the
barrcl was also scized from one
of the residents of that area
bul none was arrested in this
conncctlion.

Police suspected that the
arm was used by an unautho-
riscd person of the house
while the license holder ol the
arm was away from the house.

KISIHOREGANJ

Rival groups
clash leaves

two dead
From Our Correspondent

July 7: Two persons wcre
killed and three ethers injured
scriously [ollowing a clash be
tween fwe rival groups at vil
lage Shaderjangla under

mjured Mintu
(28) and Chunnu (24) werc
admilicd inte the Mymc
Medical College Hosptial

Nabu Miah (38) Lo Karimgang
thana | lealth Complex

Morcover, increasing num-
ber of tickctless passengers
and unbooked goods in dilfer-
cnl local and mail trains have
become a regular [eature. Cor-
ruption and mismanagement
have crippled the cconomy of
Railway.

A ncgligible number of
trains run cveryday in different
seclions of northern districts.
The authority could not in-
crease the number of trains
which can copc with the in-
crcasing rush ol passcngers.
Everyday Lthousands of passen-
gers travel Lo and from differ-
cnl stations in the arca.

As a result, trains are always
found over crowded. The pas-
scngers even travel on roof
top, fool board and connccling
spacc in between two bogics.

Only four to five old and

| small compariments arc at-

L lached o Lhe Lrains. The pas-
sengers | offen press  the
authorily against Lhe small
space inside the compartment.
The . nld and WO men
passcngors are found helpless
1. ard the trains al different

From Our Correspondent

slations, -

Although there arc sccond
class compartments in local
and mail Lrains. The sccond
class is compartments have
minimum amenitics for the
passcngers including silling
arrangement. Al most all the
sccond class compariments
arc furnishced with some ordi-
nary benches. Window shut-
ters, cciling [ans have disap-
peared from its location.

The  toilets ol the trains
remain dirty all the times and
crecate bad smell that pollutes
the environment. In most of
the compartments, there are
ncither electricity nor walcer

supply.

As a rcsult, passengers arc

Lo sufler a lot of inconvenicnce.

Duc 1o abscnee of window

shutlers. 1L beeomes hard Lo
stay inside the compariment
during hcavy rain.

Carrying ol unbooked goods
has become a regular [eature in
the local and mail trains beflore
Lthe TTE. Some dishonest TTE
GRP man and Railway ecmploy-
ces colleeted fare from Lhe
passcngers who have got no
lickets. The collected moncy
arc being distributed among
the employces depriving gov-
ernment [rom genuince rev-
crue.

Pillerage of hucl from loco-
molives and ferry boats has
now bceome an eslablished
crime in different junction
stations and [crry ghats.

Al present inler-city ex-

press trains could not provide
adequate amcnities for the
passcngers duc to negligence
ol concerned authority.

The authority should find-
oul the root of corruption that

paralysing the Railway, a
source discloscd.
* Irregularities in
W Zone found
An carlicr BSS report from

Rajshahi adds: Senior Officcrs
of Bangladesh Raillway, West
Zone, while conducling sur-
prisc visits rccently in dilfer-
cnt stations found irregulari-
tics in booking goods showing
less weight than Lhe actual,
under loading of government
[ood grains, lack of clcanlincss
in inter-city trains.

Fiflteen persons of the stall
rcaponsible for the irregulari-
tics have been placed under
suspcnsion. They are Moham-
mad Ali-ixr/ Rajshahi, Afzal
Hossain-Booking Asstt/
Bheramara, Abdul Golur- SM
(grade-4)/Bejerdanga, Abdur
Rashid-SM (grade-4)/Saldar-
pur, Badruddoza-SM (grade-
4}/ Bheramara, Munsur Ali-SM
(krade-4)/Bheramara, Oliul
lsmam-SM (gradc-4)/ Jessorc
cantonment, Shahjaman-
[3Jooking Assti/Chuadanga,
Shah Ali-Booking Asst/
hhsnngnnj_, Noor Islam -SM
(grade-4}/ Rajarhat, Nasir-
uddin-SM (grade-4)/ Bharat
Khali, Rustom Ali -tya/ Khulna,
A Sattar- tya/ Khulna, Mahbub-
tya/ Khulna, Animul Islam- tya/
Khulna,

Ten lakh saplings to be plantea“

in Chandpur this year

CIIANDIPUR, July 7 : A
massive allorestation pro-
gramme has been undertaken
by the district administration
ol Chandpur, rcports [ISS.

A mecting of the cross sec-
tion ol pcoplc was held on July.
2 in this connecction at the
Depuly Commissioner's con-
ference room. The district
administration has taken a
programme lto plant ten. lakh
saplings in dilferent thanas
and Chandpur district this

A commiltee headed by Md
Yakub All, Decputy Commi-
ssfoner was formed to make

Chicken pox
breaks out
in Habiganj

HABIGANJ, July 7
Chicken pox has brokcn oul in
certain arcas of the district
including the town causing
panic among the peoplc, re-
cently, reports UND,

According to wnofficial
sources, hundreds of pcople
including women and children
in [labigan| pourashava arcas
have reported sick with chic-
ken pox. |

the allorcstalion programmc a
SUCOCSS.

About ten thousand saplings
of diffcrent kinds have already
been planted on both sides of
Kachua-Kallapara Road and
Baburhat-Matlab Road.

M llassan Ahmed, Scerelary
in the Prime Minister's ofTice,
inauguraled a tree planting
programme here on the [irst
day of the Tree Planting Week
on Wednesday.

lle planted saplings on the
DC’'s office premises and dis-
cussed Lhe importance ol Lrees
in environmenlt prolection at a
meeling presided over by the
Deputy Commissioncer,

lle rcilcrated Lhatl the pre-
scnt government attached lop
priority to allorcsiation pro-
grammec.

The mccting was atlended
by the clile of the town.

Development Association of
Bartsal (DAB), a non-govern-
ment organisation has dis-
tributed 2,000 saplings ol dil-
fcrent varictics among Lhe
members of the assoclation as
a part of its lree plantation
programme.

The plants are of guava,
raintree, and mchagand.

The organisation will also
distribute 5,000 saplings
among the members of Barisal
Sadar, Bab and Wazirpur
thanas of the Lrict during
the current scason.

A scminar on Lree planta-

tion and cnvironment was held
Friday at local Shilpakala
Academy.

District administration and
Forest Dcpartment jointly
sponsorcd the seminar. It was
attended by oflicials, clite and
NGO represcntatives.

The scminar stressed the
nced of mass partlicipation in
tree plantation procramme.

! § Z M Akramuzzaman,
Deputy Commission, Tangail
was the main spcaker. Among
othcers Al-haj Abdur Rahman,
Raliqul Islam Ralan and
Mohammad Ali spoke on the
occasion. |

Smuggled good
worth Tk one lakh

seized

JIIENIDALL, July 7 : Kaligan
police scized contruband goods
worth aboul Taka onc lakh
from a coach rceently, reports
[ISS.

Acting on sccret informa-
lion, a continent of pelice
challenged a Dhaka bound
night coach from Chuadanga at
Mobarakganj rail gate and re-
covered Lhe smuggled goods.
Ninc was arrcsted in this con-
noetion.

The contraband itlems in-
cluded 82 pieces of Indian silk
sarccs and 175 beottles of
phensidy! syrup.

- |

AKRI-VARSITY: Artistes re

fare-ve|l

: nderin
Abedin auditorium recently to bid

songs at a function held at the Shilpacharya Zaniul
e 18th batch of B Sc Fisheries (Hons) students of BAU

—Star photo

2000 erosion victims

demand relief

PAISNA, July 7: About 2,000
viclims of crosion and flood
demonstiraled al Bera thana
on Monday demanding relicl as
lwo surging rivers continucd
to devour villages and crop-
land, rcports UNI3.

They also demanded of the
government to take sleps for
checking unabated crosion by

the Padma and the Jamuna in |

greater Pabna.

The demonstrators submit-
ted a memorandum containing
their demands to the Thana
Nirbahi OfTicer.

Mcanwhile, 175 [familics
were rendered homeless in
Bera and Sujanagar thanas of

the district in the lasi 24
‘hours by the swelling Jamuna,
oflicials said.

Stinnding crops in 140 acres
of land in 10 villages of the two
thanas were also washed away

_ during the period.

With this, the number of
homeless [amilies rose to
10,000 in grealer Pabna dur-
ing this monsoon, the officials
saitd. Crops in aboul 7,000
acres of land were damaged.

[3esides, 500 handlooms
and [ive educational institu-
tions have gonc into the gorge™
of the rivers in the current

rainy scasons.

One gets life-term, 3

others to suffer 6-yr

RI for

CHITTAGONG, July 7 : The
Sceond Additional District and
Scsstons Judge, Syed Enyct
Ullah on Sunday scntenced
one Bazlul Karim to life im-
prisonment and three others
lo six ycars' imprisonment
cach for killing Ali Ahmed of
Khagria Dharmapur of Satkania
Police Station, reports BSS.

The learned judge also
awarded one and a hall years'
imprisonment to five pcrsons
of the samc area for their in-
volvement in the murder.

The prosecution story in
short is that Bazlul Karim and
other accused persons killed
Ali Ahmed son of Moulvi Tafacl
Ahmed of village Khagoria-
Dharmapur of Satkania thana
on February 21, 1985 with gun

murder

and other lcthal weapons. A
casc was [iled with Saikania
thana in this connection. lMo-
lice submitted chargeshcet
against the accuscd person.

The learned judge ecxam-
incd a number of witncsscs
and gave the judgemcnt.

Publie Prosccutor Abu Salch
Chowdhury, advocates Serajul
ITuq Faruqui, Abdul Khalcque
(Shahjahan), Ahmad Hussain
and others appearcd on behall
of the state while advocales
Aminul Islam, Ahsanul lluq
(licna) Pradip Bhattacharya
and Manzur Ahmad defended
the accused person.

The annual Urs of Suli Mo-
hammad Peyar Box Shah was
held at West Madar Bari here
on July 8.

|

L

MANIKGANJ: An erosion-hit

il i

family of the distﬁc.
— Star photo

‘Bus journey on various
routes troublesome

GAZIPUR, July 7 : Bus jour-
ncy on various routes ol the
district has become hazardous
due 1o violation of Lraflic rules,
unduc farc charge and bad
condition of the reads, reports
UNIDB.

The demand of unreason-
able fare above the normal rate
oflten leads lo allercations and
scufflecs between conduclors
and passcngers.

There is constant haggling
over lare on the bus although
the busfarc in all the routcs
had been flixed by the authori-
lics, some rcegular passcengers
informed. =

Tht deplorable condilion of
roads and highways has also
madc Lhe journcy fTurther
troublesome. Most of the roads
arc in the worslt shape, unfit
for safe movement ol vehicular
trafMic.

The roads [rom Gazipur to
Kapasia and Tongi lo Kaligonj
are very narrow causing greal
difficultics in vehicular move-
ment.

The only ferry boat across
the river Balu on way to Kali-
ganj can hardly cope with the
increasing C.

The Dhaka-Kaliganj road
crosses the Dhaka-Chitlagong
railway at four points namcly
Tongt, Bhadun, Shimulia and
Daripara but no signal galcs
have so long been erected to

1 possible accident.

The drivers hardly observe

traffic rules, stopping at will

carrying passcngers and goods

on the roofllops and speeding
on the narrow and rough
roads.

Law enforeing agencics have
been urged to be more active
and mobile. courts to be morce
[requent.

The farmers of the district
demanded introduclion of
crop insurance which they said
would boost agricultural pro-
duetion greatly.

Taking to UNB, somec lead-
ing larmers said thatl they lace
grecat hardship almost every
year due to massive : to
crops done by natural calami-
ties like drought, flood
nor wester, tornado.

Introduction of crop insur-
ance sysiem has proved suc-
cesslul in many countrics of
the world, and Bangladesh
would also be greatly benefited
by il, larmers and spccialists
saud.

Ganja recovered

in Barisal

BARISAL, July 7 : Narcoties.
Department of Barisal has re-
covered 19 ganja plants and

100 grams of p from a

- home at Para ol Kashi-
pur arca of Barisal Sadar thana
recently.

Hemp is being cultivaied
there for long, o | source
said.

A casc was lodged with

Sadar thana in this conneelion.

Farmers in
area get Tk

IRAJSIHIALLL, July 7. Natore
Sugar Mills authority has dis-
bursed about Taka 2.50 crore
loan among the farmers for
sugarcanc cullivation, reports
UNB.

According to
sources, a scheme has been
taken up to bring 18,00Q acrcs
ol land under sugarcane farm-
ing in the currcnt scason in
mill zone arcas.

The mill sources said an
addittonal amount of Taka 1.20
crore loan will be disbursed
within a few months for pur-
chasing lertilizers and pesti-
cides.

local peeple and traders
have demanded construction
of a waiting shed at Taherpur
hal point on the Bhabanigani-

official

sugar mills
2.50 cr loan

Mathia Road here.

Taherpur hat, sftuated four
miles west of Natore town is a
busy commercial centre. Many
schools, colleges and madrasas
are also situated here. A large
number of peoplc go through
Taherpur hat every day.

A waiting shed z:r com-

muters would protect them
from rain and sun, they said.

These schoels arce being
built at a cost of aboul Taka
13.580 erore.

The schools under con-
siruclion are 30 in Rajshahi
region, 18 in Pabna and Siraj-
ganj region, 20 in Bogra and
Joypurhat region and 45 In

Rangpur and Dinajpur region,
the source added.
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B B S s AP B oo
COMILLA, July 7 : The
Commilla Football Lcague
Championship begins on Au-
gust 7 next, according to a de-
cision lakcen in .the lootball
parishad meceting held here
recenlly, reports UNB.

It was presided over
Amzad llossain, SP and Presi-
dent, Football Parishad,
Comilla.

The mecling also decided
to hold coaching camp from
July 16 for undcr-16 players.
Those who participaled in any
first division football match
would not be allowed in.the
coaching camp.

The trainer sclected by
Comilla DSA will chose partic-
ipants for the camp.

School teacher

stabbed to death

An aged school teacher ol
Gandhachi village in Chaudda-
gram thana of Lhe district was
stabbed to death recently.

According Lo family sourees,
while the vietim Serajul Islam
(50) was slecping in his housc
al night on July 256 a gang of
miscreants stabbed on his ch-
est through the window of his
bed room.

Islam dicd on way to hospi-
tal. The body was sent to
morgue for aulopsy.

A casc has [iled with the
police but none was arrested
so far in Lhis connecction.

JP demands

Ershad's release

The district Jatiya Party {n a
mecling at Lthe lown hall dc-
mandcd immediale rclease of
their party chiel H M Ershad
recently.

Presided over by former MP
ad Comilla unit prcsident of
Jatiya Party Ansar Ahmed, the
meeting was addressed, among
others, by Anwarul Kader,
Yousufl Zamil Babu, Zahangir
Alam, Hasan Imam and Kamrul
I lasan Babul.

The spcakers cxpressed
concern over the spread of
lerrorism in the country and
criticised the government for
its failurc to cnsure the sccu-
rity of the pcaccloving citizens.,

Latecr a procession was
brought out parading thc main
roads of the town carrying
posters, banncrs and chanting
slogans in support ol their
demand.

Meritorious students

awarded stipends

A lotal of B3 merilorious
studcnls were awarded slipe-
nds ol Dr Sultan Ahmed
Chowdhury Foundatlion re-
cently.

The stipends were given on
the basis ol*SSC and HSC cx-
aminations resulls of the ycar
1990-91 undcr the Board of
Intermediate and Sccondary
Education, Comilla [BISEC), at
a simple ccremony, foundation
sourccs said, -

The ccremony held at the
Board’s auditorium with Prof
Abdul Aziz, Chairman BISEC in
the chair on June 18.

Dr Sultan Ahmed Chowd-
hury, founder of the foundation
and Ferdous Khan, former QP
were present as the special
and chicl gucsts respectively
on Lhe occasion.

Workshop on
Islamic edn
concludes

MEHERPUR, July 7 : A two-
day workshop on Islamie
cduction was hcld reeently at
Islamic Foundallon auditorium

here recently, reports UNI.
Sponsorcd by Islamic Foun-

dation, Mcherpur district bra-
nch, the inaugural function of
the workshop was presided
over by Mohamm Abdul
Hamid Khan. Principal Dr
Anwarul Karim was present as
chiel guest.

UP chairmen
meet held

TANGAIL, July 7 : Fifth
Union Parishad chairmen of
Tangail district attended an
introduction mecling with lo«
cal BNP leaders at district GNP
office recently, reports BSS.

Shamsul Haque, Town Pre-
sident of BNP over
the meeting. The attending
Union Parishad chairmen ¢x-
pressed their cooperation teo

the government in implement-

ing ninctecn puinldpmgrummt
which was instituted by Shahid

President Ziaur Rahman.,

Flash flood
in low-lying

arcas

NETRAKONA, July 7 : Heavy
downpour [or consccutive five
days and on-rush of hilly water
from the Gare region caused
moderate flood in the low-ly-
ing arcas of Durgapur and
Kalmakanda thanas in Ne-
trakona district, ' reports BSS.

Aus paddy and aman sced '
beds in some places have gone
under water an uno re-
port reaching here said.

Local ofMictals however were

skeptic about the report.



