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Japan apologizes for
recruiting comfort
girls during WWII

TOKYO, July 7 The
Japancse government, after
rcleasing a report showing its
direct involvement in running
frent-line brothels during
World War 1, apologized yes-
terday for recruiting women to
work in them, reports Xinhua.

Koichi Kato, the top gov-
ernmenl , said at a
ncws conference: 71 would like
once again to express the sin-
cere apologics and remorse of
the government ol Japan to all
those, irrespective of national-
ity or place of origin, who un-
derwent indescribable pain
and suffering as comfort
women.”

He added : "With this sense
of decp remorse and with the
delermination never to repeat
such a mistake, Japan will
firmly uphold its position as a
nation dedicated to peace and
sparc no cllort as it strives to
build a future-oricnled rcla-
tionship® with South Korca and

crnment would give sincere
consideration to redressing

the hardships by
those who tas the bitter-
ncas of life.

Japan would study how to
best express its apologies to
South Korea and would also
consider the adoption of meca-
sures for other affected coun-
trics. But he said Japan re-
garded the issue of compensa-
tion as dlrcady having been
solved by the San Francisco
Peace Treaty.

The report, based on a six-
month study of 127 wartime
documents nd in six min-
istrics and agencies, shows the
Japanese government's in-
volvement in systematically re-
cruiting women from Japan,
Korea, China, Taiwan, the
Philippines and Indonesia.

The spokesman said the
mment would continue to
investigate documents con-

othcr nalions.

Ile said the Japancse gov- would make them public.

cerning comfort women and l

Baghdad

UNITED NATIONS, July 7 :
The UN Security Council and
Iraq are heading toward a col-
listion after the counecil de-
manded permission for UN
arms inspectors to scarch a
government ministry and
Baghdad's cnvoy deflantly re-
fused, reports Al

UN chemical weapons in-
spectors in DBaghdad were
maintaining a round-the-clock
walch for a sccond day Monday
at the Agricullurc Ministry,
suspccted to contain docu-
ments and material related to
Iraq's weapons programume.

Alastair Livingston, Lhe
Bahrain-based regional chiel
for the UN commission over-
sceing the destruction of Iragi
weaponry, said US Army Maj
Karcn Jansen and her 15-
member tcam would remain at
the building until the Iraqis
back down.

The team, which includcs
Amcrican, Russian, British and

possible removal ol documents
or other matcrials.

On Monday, the official
Iraqi News Agency quoted
Forcign Ministry
Undcrscerclary Saadoun al-
Zubaidi as saying the main
of the UN team was lo co
intelligence information. It
sald the tcam had tried to
break intob the building on
Sunday and has "besfeged™ it
ever sinee,

But in New York, the UN
Security Council en Monday
summoned an Ir official to
demand that Baghdad give
immediate acorss o the team.

In a stalement, the council
said that Iraq's refusal to
permit aceess (o the tcam was
an "unacccptable breach” of
the ceasclire agreement thal
ended the Gull War.

The cecasclire conditions,
including compliance with all
UN inspections, are enforce-
able with military action under

Internatiolnal
asked to give access to experts

UN, Iraq on collision course |

over arms inspections

ter the council dro
carlier warning of “scrious

Diplomats said Iraq ap-
peared (o be testing the unity
and resolve of the Security
Council.

Roll Ekcus, chairman of the

UN Special Commission, said

beliceve the ministry
bufiding contains material that
“has to do with their weapons
precurement programme.”
But Iraqt Charge d'Alfaircs
Samir K K al-Nima said
Monday he told Ekecus that
“nothing in that building is re-
lated to the (relevant scction
ol the cecascfire resolution).”
Since Sunday, Iraq has refused
to open the buillding.

"A line has to be drawn,”
said a deflant al-Nima alter
meeting with Sccurity Couneil
Prestdent Jose Luis Jesus,
Cape Verde's UN ambassador,

"We do not allow inspectors
inside because it 1s a ministry
and a symbol of sovercignty,”
al-Nima said.

He did net, however, rule
out some compromise, and
diplomats said that Iraq in the
past has talked tough but -
nally backed down.

British Ambassador David
Hannay dismissed the Iragi
complaint, saying that a coun-
cil resolutfon on leng-term
wcapons moniloring gives the
inspeclors the right to sce
anything :

The United Nations has
sparrcd recpealedly with
Baghdad over weapons ment-
toring. Last Secptcmber, Iraq
blocked 44 arms inspeclors
programmes. It later backed
down.

In the past it has lied about
and conccaled ils nuclear,
chemical, biological and Scud
missile programmes which

Chapilcr 7 of the UN Charter.
But no force was expected al-

French citizens, was slaking

who holds the rotating council
out the minisiry to prevent the

eventually were uncovered by
presidency this month.

UN teams.

5 killed as troops fire on.

shoppers in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, July 7:
Troops fired on shoppers in a
crowded marketplace aller
militants hurled a grenade at
police, and five civilians were
killed and 17 jnjurcd, police
said Tucsday, rcports AD.

The attack Monday in Khy-
nar markct was one of a dozen
that occurred in Srinagar that
day.
in such attacks, which have
become commonplace in the
region, militants mingling with
the public attack troops, lorc-
ing them to open fire, which
often kills civilians.

Onc soldicr was killed and
three were injured Monday
when militants shot al Lroops
from side streets in the city.

The violence was described
by a police official in the con-
trol room of Srinagar, capital
of Jammu-Kashmir slate,
where most of the militants in
the Muslim insurgency oper-
ate. The official spoke on con-

dition of anonymity.

The Muslim DBrotherhood
and the Al-Umar Mujahidecn,
iwo of the promincnt rebel
groups [ighting to brecak Lhe
state away from India, claimed
responsibility for the attack in
the markctplace.

A 15-ycar-old girl dicd on
the spot, while four othcrs
dicd al hospitals, the police ol-
ficial said. Doctors said 17
pcople wcre hospilalized,
three of them in scrious condi-
tion.

A smallcr attack invelving
militants occurred Tucesday.

At lcast onc police officer
was killed and four injured
when militants fired at a
spceding vehicle on the out-
skirts of Srinagar, policc said.

A spokesman for the lHizbol
Mujahidcen, a Muslim militant
group that claimed res-
ponsibility for the attack, said
five soldiers were killed and
four injured.

Floods claim 113 in China: storms
which began on Friday have led to floods in the southcrn
Chincse province Fujian, killing 113 people and injuring 88,
the official New China Ncws Agency sald Tucsday. rcports

Rcuter from Beijing.

Authoritics said another 306 pcople were missing in some
of the worst flooding the region has been in decades, the

agcency rcported.

More than 7,000 homes collapsed. Economic losses wcre

put at about 400 million

yuan (72.53 million dollar) it said. In

the southern provinee of Hunan, (loods claimed 27 lives ear-

licr this week, the agency said.

Floods plague China every ycar. Last ycar a long spcll of
torrential rain Lriggered its worst floods in a century.

Earthquake rocks Taiwan: a-iong

undersca carthquake measuring 5.3 on the open-cnded
Richter Scale rocked Taiwan Tucsday but no damage or
casualtics were immediately reported. The central weather
bureau said, rcports AFP [rom Taipcl.

The tremor, which struck at 8:45 am (0045 GMT), shook
high-rise buildings across thc island and lasted about three

minutes, the burcau said.

Its cpicentre was located 48.2 kilometres (29.88 milcs)
north of Hualicn on the east coast and was centred 28.]
kilometers (17.42 miles) below the sea, it added.

Taiwanis situated on an carthquake belt but most tremors
are centred under the surrounding sca, which limits their

destructive strength.

Haitian children seek refuge in US:

Ca

ng plastic American flags and little clsc, 101 Haitian

children seccking rcfuge in the United States arrived in
Boston Monday from the US Naval Basc in Guantanamo Bay in

Cuba, reports AP from Boston.

The group consisted mostly of teen-agers but included a 3-
week-old baby. All had been scparated from their families fol-
lowing the military coup last fall that overthrew clected Pres-

ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

The coup sent thousands of Haitians flecing in boats to
Guantanamo Bay, where many were turned away and others

were held in refugee camps.

Mary Diaz, director of relugee scrvices for Catholic Chari-
ties, sald some of the children who arrived in Boston may
have rclatives in the United States. Others may be entirely

alonc.
Georgia gets UN membershi

The Seccu

L]
y Council on Monday approved UN HTEmbCTEEip

for Georgia, the last of the 15 former Soviet Republic, to seck
its own seat at thc United Nations, rcports Reuter from

United Nations.

The application had becn dclayed briefly last month by
Russia, which wanted to wait for June 24 meeting between
Gceorgian leader Edaurd Shevardnadze and Russian President

Boris Ycltsin over fi

ting in the enclave of south Ossctia,

Russia on Monday supportied Georglas membership in a
council resolution, which was adopted unanimously. The ap-
plication must be approved by the Gencral Assembly where no

difficultics are anticipated.

“all the members of the council look forward to the near
future when Goergia will go to US as a member of the United
Nalions.,” the council said in a statcment.

Tornado hits Panama City,7 killed:

A tornado touched down southeast Panama City Monday,

lecaving at lcast scven

pcople dcad and 30 injured and

damaging dozens of buildings, emcrgency aid officlals said,

reports AFP [rom Panama City.
ul twister swirled around the Tocumen Inter-

The

national Airport and ncarby nefghborhoods for about 25 min-
utes ripping off the roofs of houses and toppling trees and

clectric poles, police said.
The tornado also
lice said

a school and two factories, po-
parts of the capital were left without electricity and

telephone serviee, and trallic came to a halt.
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Summit wives transported_
back to fairy-tale times

KUALA

LUMPUR: A Banglades
hand, begs on a busy street in Kuala Lumpur while a

MUNICH: G.7 Firer Ladies (L to R), Marie Delo

LR
i
B

, Han-

nelore Kohl, Mila Mulroney and Barbara Bush stroll
through Munich's Engljsh Garden before lunch Monday

— AFP/UNB photo

HOHENSCIHWANGAU, GER-
MANY, July 7: Wives of some of
the leaders at the annual
cconomic summil were Lrans-
porled Tuecsday to the flairy-
tale world of the Bavarian Alps,
reports AD.

“It's just like home,”
quipped US [irst lady DBarbara
Bush as she stood in the court-
yard ol Ncuschanstcin Castle,
an inspiration for the Sleeping
Beauty Palace at Disncyland
and an fcon of German tourist
posters. "No, it's really beauti-
ful,” Mrs Bush quickly addcd.

The outing took the wives
to some of Germanys prime
lourist spols, including the
haunts of tragic King Ludwig Il
and a rcmole church in an
Alpine mcadow.

Ncuschanstcin was built in

. 1969 on orders ol Ludwig —

known to detraclors as a "mad
monarch” but to admircrs as a
fairy-tale king who only wanted
peace.

Perched on a peak top, the
gray granilc castle riscs to

towers, turrets and pinnacles,
rccalling the days ol Medicval
knighthood.

With Mrs DBush were llan-
nelore Kohl, wife of the Ger-
man Chanecllor and host of the
annual gathering of the world's
top seven lcaders, Mila Mul-
roncy and Diana Amato, wivcs
of the Canadian and [talian
Prime Ministers, The wives of
French DPresident Francols
Mitterrand, Japancse Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa and
British Prime Minister John
Major did not come to Munich
for the three-day summit of
the world's richest democra-
cics.

Ludwig, who beccame king at
age 18 in 1864, turned lo
building castlcs and palaces
after losing a war to the Prus-
sians in 1866.

The composer Richard
Wagner was drawn to his court
and his opcras influcnced
some ol Ludwigs construc-
Llions.

e

MOSCOW, July 7 The
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent Stales has edged closer
lo coopcralion at a summil
meeting in Moscow, promising
to sct up a joint peace-keeping
force and coordinate cconomic
policy, reports Reuler.

"Having gained complete
national indcpendence lo-
gether with the threat of com-
plete national cconomic col-
lapse, Commonweallh leaders
arc venluring lowards a cau-
tious, yct cver more oulspoken
approachment,” Commonweal-
th Television said.

Monday's summit, the latest
in a scries of often acrimonious
mectings between leaders of

the former Sovict rcpublics,
scaled several deals to help
somc stales overcome the cth-
nic strile and cconomic trou-
bles threatlening to tear them
apart.

Bul participants shicd away
from a number of conlenlious
issucs. They postponed a de-
batec on who should control
stralcgic nuclear weapons in
Ukraine, a question with trou-
bling sceurity implications [or
the West.,

Al present only Russian
President Boris Yeltsin has op-
crational control over nuclear,
missilcs.

Ukraine is pressing for ad-
ministrative control over the

Ukraine presses for administrative control over N-arms

S to set up jt peacekeeping torce

strategic nuclcar wcapons on
its territory, a concept ‘which
Commonwealth military com-
mandcrs say is unworkable.’

Commonwcalth lcaders said
the proposed pcace-kccping
force would be used first in the
former Sovict rcpublic of
Moldova, provided parliament
there put in a formal request
for help.

They said Moldovan Presi-
dent Mircca Sncgur had as-
sured his commonwealth part-
ners that the request would
come.

"I think that with joint ¢l-
forts... and through parliament
we will find a way out of this
situation, a way to maintain a

e e

cecasc-[ire,
forces and work calmly in par-
liament to find a compromise,”
Snegur told rcporters.

But Armecnian President
levon Ter-Petrosyan, whose
slale is locked in a terrilorial
conflict with ncighboring
Azcrbaljan, said the Common-
wcallth had no mechanism o
solve cthnic strife.

Valentina Podgornaya, a
deputy [rom the scparalist
Russian — speaking Dnestr re-
gion of Moldova, sald scven
cily councfllors from the town
of Dubossary were killed on
Monday night by an artillery
shell fired from Moldovan gov-
crnmenl forces positions,

s

Rebels kill 3
villagers
in Philippines

COTABATO, DPhilippincs,
July 7 : Three villagers, includ-
ing a six-ycar-old boy, werc
killed and three injured when
suspected communist rebels
threw a grenade at them, po-
lice said today, rcports AFP,

The six viclims were wait-
ing for a ride along a highway
in Arakan town in thec southern
province of North Cotabato
when unidentificd men sus-
pected t6 be members of the
communist New Pcople’s Army
(NI’A) hurled the grenade, the
police said.

AMMAN, Jordan, July 7 :
Jordan moved loward a ncew
political era Monday alter Par-
liament endorsed a draflt law
that would revive political par-
lics banned sincc 1957, re-
ports AP,

The lower house gave its
approval to the legislation,
which it has been debating for
three weeks, by 43-9 late Sun-
day. The bill now must be ap-
proved by the 40-membcer Se-
nate and King Hussein, but its
basfc principle seems cerlain
to be ratificd.

The bill was first prescnted

| two ycars ago amid democratic

| Political parties to be
revived in Jordan

reforms introduced by llusscin
following widcsprcad riols
caused by austerity measurcs,
The unrest triggered demands
for liberalization after ycars of
martial law,

Even if the political reforms
become law, political dispules
seem incevitable,

AL least 55 political groups
have indicated that they want
lcgal status, while the king has
made it known that he prefers
to Hmit the number of parties
to five.

The proposed law would

————

| Social democrats -

sweep Nigerian
election

ILAGOS, July 7 : Nigeria's
social demeocrats have won
control of a new civilian na-
tional assembly with a dra-
malic victory in army-supecr-
vised clections that may pro-
vide a pointer for the choice of
the country’'s nexl president,
rcports Reuter,

With more than 92 per cent
of results from last Saturday's
¢lections having - been an-
nounccd by the National Elec-

.toral Commission, thc Social

Democratic Party (SDP) seems
sct to gain control of both the:
Scnate and House of Represen-

repeal the political partics law. | tatives.

introduce buller

f
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woman (L), child in

smartly dressed Malaysian woman walks by igneoringly
Tuesday. A nationwide round-up of foreign beggars will be
conducted soon and those picked up will be housed at il-
legal workers' camps. Officials said the growing number
of foreign beggars were a hassle and eye-sore to tourists.

— AFP/UNB photo

Terrier becomes

WELLINGTON

: A lttle Jack Russell Terrier became a

National hero today afler he saved his master following a

shooting accident, reports AFP,

Rex was oul Sunday night with farmer Robert Wood who

was shooting possums. Wood slipped on a catlestop and
landed on his rifle, shooting himself in the chest.

Speaking from his hospital bed today, Wood said Rex, just
scven monihs old, grabbéd him by the ear and tried to pull

him ofl the cattiestop.

First kiss was
heavenly

MAGEE, Miss : Travis Crecl and Dcbbie Makamson may
have had a down-to-carth wedding but their first kiss as new-

lyweds was heavenly, reports AP,

The embrace took place Sunday as the couple fell toward
the carth at 120 mph (192 kph). "It was at about 7,000 or
8. 000 fect (9,100 or 2,400 mcters) when | smacked her on

the mou(h,* siMd Creel, 46.
The llattiesburg

ir exchan

ged vows at Magee Airport,

then boarded a small plane with parachutes strapped to their
backs. They jumped out at 13,000 fect (3,900 meters), linked
arms and kissed as wedding guests cheered below.

It was Creel's 2,410th jump and Makamson's first, so she
was strapped to best man Mike Igo.

Makamson, 37, said she had her doubts about marrying a
man who wanted her to jump out of an airplane. But love con-

quered all.

Baboon liver recipient,
eating, walking
PITTSBURGH : The rceipient of the world's [irst baboon-

to-human liver transplanl is cating meals and taking scveral
walks a day around the hospital's inlensive care unit, rcporis

Al.

The 35-ycar-old man, who has requested anonymity, re-

mained

in scrious condition Ménday at Presbyterian

University llospital after the transplant June 28,

Doctors planned a scan of the liver this week to determine
il it is growing. The baboon liver is smaller than a human liver
and doctors exports it to regenerate.

Doctors have found no signs of infection or rcjection of the

liver.

Troops destroy 3 LTTE

‘camps, kill 30

COLOMDBO, July 7: The gov-
ernment's army and air force
destroyed three Tamil rebel
camps in northern Sri Lanka,
killing 30 militants, the mili-

| tary said Tucsday, reports AP.

The fighting occurred
Monday, the ninth day of a
large ground and air oflensive
by 6,000 troops in the Jaflna
peninsula, which is mostly
conlrolled by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

The military claims 390
rcbels and 37 soldiers have
died in the oflensive. That

| cannot be conlirmed beccause

tack on Lhe

of poor communication with
the region, 300 kilometers
(185 miles) north of Colombo.
A statement by the military
hcadquarters said Lroops faced
stilf resistance in Monday's
lighting around Thennama-
rachchi village. Only nine sol-
diers were wounded, 1t said,
without giving details of the at-
ree rebel camps.

Scven rcbel bodies were
found, and commanders said
23 flecing guerillas were shot
to death by warplanes, the
statcment said. ’

—

UN steps up relief supp

WASIIINGTON, July 7: The
United Nations is stepping up
{ts airlift of humanitarian rclicl
supplics to Sarajevo, the capi-
tal of Bosnia-llerzegovina, spo-
kesman Margarct Tutwiler said
Monday, rcports Al

"The United Nations hopcs
to have 12 1o 16 flights daily
carrying a total of 190 metric
tons of lood and medicine,”
she said. Latcr, a senfor US of-
ficial told reporters the UN
wants to airlift at lcast 200
metric tons of supplics into
Sarajcvo cach day, which

should provide food and
medicine for about 50,000
people.

During the first threce days |

of the UN coordinated humani-
tarian assistance airlill to Sara-
jevo, Tutwiler said, 267.9 met-
ric tons of adult food, 98.0
metric tons of baby food, 54.5
tons of adult medicine, and 5.0

metric lons of pediatric medi-
cinc were delivered. About 45

mctric tons of US supplied
rcady-to-cat mecals (MREs)
were among the supplics

delivered.

American aircraflt made four
Mights Lo Sarajcvo, she said, as
part of the UN “rotation” of
plancs carrying rcliel supplics
to the Bosnian capital.

The airlilt operated
throughout the weckend and
rcltef workers have been able
to get supplies from the air-
port into Sarajevo for distribu-
tion, the spokesman said,
adding it takes an average of
30 minutes lo offlload the air-
cralt and another 60 minutes
to transport the supplics to
distribulion centres in Sara-
jevo.
United Natfons oflicials
"remain very concerned about
situation” in and around Sara-

jevo, where shelling and
sniper firc by Scrbian [orces
continued although the levcls
of [iring "are down since
shortly before the night and
subsiding during the day,”
Tutwiler said. “There has been
continued sporadic shelling
against targets in the vieinity
of the airport, but not against
the airport itsell,” she said,
noting that fighting also con-
tinued in northern parts of
Bosnia.

She said the United Statcs
and othcr countrics participat-
ing in the humanjtarian airlift
share the concern voiced by
UN officials. "You don't want
your pcople hurt while trying
to help others,” Tutwiler said,
noting that several UN work-
crs "have been very close” to
incoming Serbian fire.

"~ In addition to the airlift, the
United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugecs (UNIICR]
planncd four land convoys into
Bosnia on July 6 with another
four convoys planned for July
8, the spokesman said. Each
convoy was to consist of vive
trucks.

The spokesman was critical
of the July 3 unilateral decla-
ration by a leader of the main
Bosnian-Croat political party
announcing the formation of a
Croalian "ecanton" within
Bosnia with Mostar as ils capi-
tal. She noted that the presi-
dent of Bosnia has rejected the
move, adding that the attitude
of other Bosnian Croat leaders
and that of the Bosnian Croat
community toward the an-
nouncement was not clear.

Reiterating the basie prin-
ciples the United Stales at-
taches to "evolving situations of
this type,” Tutwiler empha-

lies to Sarajevo

sized "We're not trying o re-
solve the political situation on
the ground.” The United States
"will respect decisions that are
made peacefully and democrat-
ically,” she said. Such deci-
slons must be in accord with
the principles of the Confer-
cnce on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (CSCE) and
there must be equal treatment
of minoritics and respect for
fundamental human rights,
“The United States has consis-
tently opposed any forcible
changes in borders,” she said.

"It. is for the people of the
arca to resolve questions about
their future pc-t::fuliz
through negotiation,” the
spokeasman said. "But an
forcible, unilateral act certal
does nol meet the criteria that
| just enunciated aceful,
negotiated, non- L

and -

Iran to send
3000 pilgrims
to Mecca

each week

NICOSIA, July 7 : lran said
on Monday it will send 3,000
Muslims of pilgrimage (o
Mecca cach week [rom next
month, rcporis Reulcr.

Head of Iran's llajj and Pil-
grimage Organisation Moham-
mad Hosscin Rezacl, quoled by
the official news agency IRNA,
said the Saudi government had
agreed to receive -3,000 lrani-
ans for Omra, cach week.

Iran, whose lics with Saudi
Arabla have warmed since il
condemned lrag's 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwail, scnt more than
1 18,000 pilgrims Lo the annual
llaj) ceremonics in Mceca last
month,

Rezael sald 96 old Iranian
pligrims died in Macca during

this years Hajj.



