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Dhaka Day by Day
Assessing the Local Art Scenario

by Fayza Haq

Chandra Shekhar , who recently won an
award in Japan and an urable mention, be-
eves that nothing has surpassed the skeiches
of Zainul in of '43. He remarked,"Why do
we go for abstractions in such a hclter-skelter
and obscssed manner? India is dboing well

without it. Satyajit Ray dealt with Ben-
gal tnstead of rushing ofl for inspirations or
ideas to the west. Why can't we present our
culture in a remarkable way in thec same man-
ncr so that the world can gaze and wonder at
their work?"

Talking about the achicvements of the young
artists of Bangladesh Shekhar commenled,
"considering their shortcomings the young art-
ists are doing well and are contributing ade-
quately to the cultural development of the
couniry. They are certainly contributing to our
cultural p 88 .

The artist belicved that the contemporary
painters should be encouraged by the govern-
ment by having their works exhibited abroad at
the expcnse of the Bangladesh government.
The Bangladcesh embassics, he believed, could
help out in this con
text.

The painter also
fcit strongly about cs-
tablishing a muscum
ol modern art as in
Dclhi T“other-wisc
good picturcs will
lcave Lhe country
swiftly,” he warncd.

What 1s his opin-
ion ol the achieve-
menl of the local
contemporary artists
7 He said that they
were doing well. "But
we have a lot of Euro-
pean influence be-
causc ol practical
reasons. We gel our

information, guid-
ance and tlraining
acsthetically from

the west which we
borrow, and we arc
tcmpted to do it be-
causc arl [lourishes
in: the west.”™ Qur
connections,” he
added, “with the
Asian counlrics arc
limited even though we are c¢los¢ to them.
Many of our artists go to India regularly but the
impact of Indian culturc in improving our own
rcmains limited. Recently Japan has been en-
couraging our arlist to go lo Japan, learn, work
and live. | hope this continues.”

Speaking about the presently available paint-
ings in the city the artislt pointed out to me
that there s a tendency to have decorative
paintings for our oflices and houscs. This has
been good all along, he felt ,"but the modern
movement and the acsthetie cravings of the
artists have become confusgd and complicated.
This type of painting is limited to Bangladesh
becausc foreign viewers do not go for them.

Shckhar Dey continued, "We have very few
muscums and gallerics. Al the schools and col-
leges there are no subjects or training in the
course of art. The Art College education in Dha-
ka is academic. The syvstem of cducation has
been impaired all over Bangladesh with
‘hartals’, strikes, proccssions and political
movements so that the students do not con-
ccntrale on Ltheir work and ncither do they

Need for organising

take their work seriously.”

Whal does he feel about the experimenta-
tions that are ensuing in the country today?
“There ts no hope but to go on experimenting
whether for better or for worse. A large num-
ber of our artists have been commercialised.
Sometimes the moncyed men who promote art
arc pursuaded to spend money on them, but
can [ind little real use for them. The sale is Im-
poscd and artificial. Meanwhile, it s that
our paintings arc going abroad. We do nol re-
gret this because this makes our artists popular

abroad. It is a pity that Bangladeshis could not
have bought them and have kept them within
the country,” the artist-cum-teacher replied,
with conviction.

“The work produced by the artist sponsored
the government, "Shekhar Dey continued, "for
considerable money like the mural painting in
front of the Cantonment, and the storks belore
the Bangladesh Biman, are lacking in suavity.
There §s no point in spoiling beautiful areas
with the works that are not up to the mark.
When the government gives work to the artists

the middleman come
in and this should be
avoided, although 1
admit that in reality,
this is not practical.”

The artist contin-
ucd, "There is no
pcrmancnt art gal-
lery. the Shilpakala
Academy s not
cnough. The Prime
Minister has prom-
tscd one in the near
future but one has
yct to see how much
is achicved.”

"The rich buyers,”
Shekhar Dey added,
"could have made
trustces of them-
sclves and esta-
blished small mu-
scums as in Paris.
This can give them
some personal fame
too. The young na-
tional exhibitions,
young painters
shows, the Asian Bi-
cnnial Show are en-
couraging. The mul-
linational companics like Coca Cola’, 'Philips’
and ‘Beximco’ can encourage the artists by giv-
ing them awards which they can well aflord to
do.”

Dwelling on the subject of abstractions, the
artist insisted "When does abstraction come in?
— When the artist s disturbed by the society. In
the Art College the appreciation for figurative
work is diminishing rapidly while young artists
arc getting [amous without making the efforts
that their seniors made. | sce this as a pure
hoax, to put it bluntly, Abstractions are decora-
tive,” he added, "but there i8 net necessarily
any deep thought behind it.”

The young artists that Shekhar Dey admired
include Shahabuddin in Pairs and Muntrul Is-
lam in Spain. Shekhar Dey himsell has had his
paintings cxhibited in various countries such as
France, USA, Ircland, Germany, Norway, Japan,
Malaysia and India. lle specialises in oil colours,
The country would do well to have more paint-
ing with know-how, expertise and firm convic-

tions like him. '

I Govt to formulate
flood action plan

Bangladesh will reccive
Taka 91 crore equivalent teo
French Franc 130 million as
grant [rom France, reports
[3SS.

An agreement to this effect
was signed here yesterday be-
tween Bangladesh and France
following conclusion of the an-
nual bilatcral economic coop-
cration negotliations for 1992,

The ncgotiations were held
between the delegations of the
two countries from July 5-7
here at National Economic
Council Complex.

The 19-member BDangladesh
side was led by Economic
Relations Division(ERD) Joint
Scerctary Fafzur Rahman
Chowdhury and the 8-member
French side was led by the vis-
iting dclegation leader, Joint
Secrctary, Treasury, Minislry

105 murdered
in Dhaka city
during '91-92

A total of 105 persons werc
murdercd in the Dhaka
mclropolitan area during
1991-92 financial ycar, Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chowd-

hury iInformed the Jatiya
Sangsad ycsterday, reports
[3SS.,

in a written reply to a
qucestion [rom Sheik Ansar Al
Mamaat-Satkhira)] the Home
Minister said 105 cascs were
instituted with the police sta-
tions against 375 persons on
charges of murder.

As per the terms of the
agreements France will finance
productive infrastructure-de-
velopments of Bangladesh giv-
ing Lhe priority to water supply
for Dhaka city, iclecommunica-
tions, TV rclay stations and
procurcment of various com-
moditics. Implementation of
the flood action plan was also
given due attention during the
negotiations and in the agree-
ment.

Besides these grants France
is also supporting Bangladesh
in the ficlds of food aid-assis-
tance. Forty thousand metric
tons of wheat have been re-
cetved from France during the
fiscal ycar 1991-92.

i Population
stands at
10.98 cr

The total population in
Bangladesh stood at
10,98,76,977 according to
census rcport of 1991, Plan-
ning Minister AM Zahiruddin
Khan informed the Jatlya
Sangsad Tucsday, reporis BSS.

In a written reply to a
question from Tabfbar Rahman
Sardar (AL-Jessore] the
Planning Minister said the full-
fledged report on the 1991
census was cxpected to be

complcted by December,
1993.

The Dakkhin Bangla Jubo Kallyan Samity will hold a recep-
tion today (Wednesday) for the ncwly-elected Bar Council
members of Bangladesh Ainfibi Shamannoy Parishad at the
Engincers Institute beginning at 4.30 pm. Justice Kamal
Uddin llossain will be the chiel guest.

Seminar on "Tree Plantation'

Islamic Foundation Bangladesh will hold a seminar on
"Tree Plantation to Prescrve the Environment: In the light of
Islam” today (Wednesday) at the Foundation auditorium at 5
pm. The key-note paper will be presented by AZM Shamsul
Alam. Secretary, Ministry of Religious Allairs, Abdul Awal will

be the chicf guest.

Press Conference

Bangladcsh Jewllers Samity

will hold a post-budget press

conference today (Wednesday) at the National Press Chub at 6

pm

Bangladcsh Sharc Investors Forum will hold a press con-

ferenee on ‘the 1992-93 budget and development of the capi-
tal market’ today (Wednesday) at the National Press Club at

4:30 pm.

[odine plant inauguration

The iodide salt plant at Messers Azmir Salt Industries at
Pagla of Narayanganj will be inaugurated tloday (Wednesday) at

4 pm.

Industrics Minister Shamsul [slam Khan will present as
chicl guest of the inaugural function.

South Asian Commission

The third mecting of the Independent South Asian
Commission on poverly allevialion begins today (Wednesday)
at 9.30 am at Shcraton llotel. The mecting will continue till

July 13,

youth forces stressed

30-mcember delegation of
Jatiya Jube Sangha Foundatinn
called on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas at Bangabhaban
Tuesday. rcports UNDB.
The delcgalion comprising
members of the Foundation
from different districts ap-

'Ansar_,-VDP mabers
to plant 50 lakh

saplings

Home Minister Abdul Malin
Chowdhury Tucsday inaugu-
rated a weck-long Lree plant-
ing programme organiscd by
Ansar and VDI Academy at
Gazipur by planting a sapling of
"Sheel Koroi™ al its premises,
rcports LN{3.

Addressing a rally of about
5,000 Ansar and VDP mem-
bers, the minister urged all to
make Llhe programme a suc-
cess 1o help protect ceological
balance of the country.

He said il the people of all
walks ol lifc come lorward 1o
carry oul the affloreslation pro-
grammc as a social movemont
it would be casfer to face any
natural disaster.

A total of 45 lakh Ansar and
VDP members, as part of the
countrywide trec planting pro-
gramme, will plant over 50
lakh saplings {n their respec-
tive villages including 36 Ansar
Battalion licadquartcr in the
country.

Van

three-week

priscd the President of their
activilles on various youth de-

"velopment programmes,

Chicl Advisor of the Foun-
dation Mahtab Uddin Ahmed
led Lhe delegalion.

Talking to them. the
President stressed the need
[or organising the youth lorces
to contribule (o Lhe nation
building activitics.

e said the polentialitics of
human resources should be
utilised [or the development of
the socicty lo establish peace
and disciplinc in the socicty,
and achicve progress and
prospcrity.

President Biswas stresscd
the necd for a congenial atmo-
sphere for blooming the talent
of the country's youlh foreces.

lle called upon the volun-
tary organisations to makc an
integrated programime thro-
ughout the country on youlh
development and ensure ils
smoolh implementation.

f)odge meets
Tariqul

UNICEF rcpresentative in
l3angladesh Cole P.Dodge had a
farewell call on the Minister
[or Social Wellare and Women's
Affairs Tariqul Islam and the
State Minister Sarwari Rahman
at the Bangladesh Secrctariat

T er inde, Resident Representative of Asian
Development Bank speaking at the inaugural function of a
long training course on

ycsicrday , reports [3SS,

"Marketing

Development Programme” organised jointly by BSCIC,

ILO and ADB Taesday.
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By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Irriga-
tion, Waler Devclopment and
['lood Contrel Maeoesharral
Hossain said Lhat the govern-
ment  would formulate the
Flood Action Plan (FAP) aflter
complction of the 26 studics,
being conducted in various
places of the country by 1994-
95.

The State Minister while
replying to a qucstion by a
member of the parliament also
said that the progress of the
studics was hall way through.

e said that 15 donor coun-
trics and organisations would
provided with 150 million
dollars (equivalcent to Taka 600
crore) as grant for conducting
the studics.

The Minisier said it would
take 15 to 20 ycars to imple-
ment the floed actjon plan. But
the government has in the
mcantime started some pilot
projects in scveral districts on
priority basis to cope with the
Mlood situation, he added.

Replying to another ques-
tion the State Minister said
there were 38 flood control
projects in the revised ADP
(Annual Development
Programme) of 1991-92 of
which 22 projcets would be
implemented by the current

fiscal year.

BTV
Wednesday

5.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Programme summary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the Geeta

5.30 Campus

6.00  Sports Programme: Gilleie
World Sports Special

6.30 Shamachar

7.05 | ijal Tamal

/.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Biswa Parikrama

.00 Film Show: MacGyver

10.00 News in English

10.25 Parliament Round up

10.35 Mukhamukhi

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Thursday's programme
summary

11,45 Closing

Rotary Club of Dhaka North West

The regular weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West will be held today (Wednesday) at 5-30 pm at
Sonargaon [lolel.

Seminar
Bangladesh Natlonal Congress will organise a scminar on
"The Urgent need of Unity Among the Nationalist forces in
view of the Present Socio-Economic and Political Situation”

tomorrow (Thursday) at the National Book Centre beginning
at 3 pm.

Satyajit Ray film week -

Bangladcsh Federation of Film Socicties has organised a
Satyajit Ray film week beginning tomorrow (Thursday) at the
Shishu Academy Auditorium at 6 pm. The first day's pro-
gramme will be inaugurated by Poct Shamsur Rahman while
the Indian High Commissioner Sri K Raghunath will be pre-

sent as the chicl guest on the occasfon. Ray's last film "Gono
Shatru” will be screened on'the inaugural session.

Public meeting of transport workers

. Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan Sramik Union (Bangladesh
Road Transport Workcrs Union) will hold a public meeting
tomorrow (Thursday) at the north gate of the Baitul
Mukarram mosquc at 3 pm.
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By Staff Correspondent

Rain or shower is likely at many places over Chittagon
and Khulna divisions and at a few places over Dhaka a
Rajshahi divisions during the next 36 hours commencing 6
pm Tucsday. '

Mecteorological office said that day temperature is likcly to

remain nearly unchanged over the country.
No marked change would be noticed in subsequent two

Rainfall recorded at major cities and towns on Tuesday
were 15mm in Dhaka,77mm in Ishurdi, 41 mm in Satkhira,
35mm in Jessore, 20mm in Rajshahi, 22mm in Tangail,
20mm in Patuakhali, Chuadanga 17mm, ingh 12mm,
Khulna 1 1mm, Sylhet 7mm, I:gzn 2mm and Comilla 1mm.

The sun scts today (Wedn y) in Dhaka at 6-51 pm and
rises tomorrow (Thursday) at 5-11 am.

Temperature and humidity rccorded at important cities
and towns on Tucsday were:

Citics/Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celstus percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 30.5 26.7 78 a5
Chittagong 32.0 25.2 74 77
Rajshahi 28.4 24.4 100 82
Khulna 31.6 23.6 8] 97
Tangail 3.3 25.5 80 88
Barisal 32.2 25.2 B84 90
Cox's Bazar 20.0 24.9 87 85
Sylhet 20.3 22.7 (Y| 90
| Rangpur 31.6 26.0 45 95

|

To commemorate the 216th anniversary of US Independence the USIS.American Centre
held a lecture-discussion and video programme

Professor of History, Dhaka University, presen

Independence: A Harbinger of Democratic Revolution”

on Monday. Dr Syed Anwar Husain,
ted the key-note paper on "American

Bus-truck owners'
assoc urges stern
action against

toll-collectors

Bangladesh Bus-Truck Own-
crs’ Association yesterday
urged the government to take
cflective measures to stop
clashes over realisation of fllc-
gal tolls in diffcrent districts,
reports UND.

Stern actions by the gov-
ernment may put and end Lo
illegal toll collection from the
country’s jransport scctor by
this month, the association
said in a press releasc.

It said rcalisation of all
kinds of toll has been stopped
at Gabtall inter-district bus
terminal at Mirpur. Only park-
ing fees of Dhaka City Corpora-
tion are being paid there.

Bus and mini-bus owners
have becn asked nol to pay an
ilicgal toll to anybody, the
press relcase said.

Mcanwhile, Gencral Sccre-
tary of the association A Galur
in a statement has urged the

owners to wrile to the loeal
administration il any owner is
forced to pay fllcgal toll.

Il it is proved Lhat toll has
becn given by the owncrs, then
the association will inform the
government of the matter and
those owners will have o bear
all the consequences, it said.

Dr. Somporn new
CIRDAP director

Dr. Somporn: Hanpongpan-
dh yesterday look over as (he
new dircctor of the Centre on
Integrated Rural Decvelopment
for Asia and the Pacli-
[ic(CIRDAP), a press relcase
said, reports BSS.

Dr. Hanpongpandh, who
scrved as the economic and
planning adviser to FAO in
Western Samoa before joining
CIRDAP, had also worked in
CIRDAP as Dcputy Director
from July 1986 to Scptember
1990. He also worked as
Director, Asean Agricultural
Development Planning Centre,
Bangkok during 1980 to 1984.

Dr. Hanpongpandh who is
from Thailand held many se-
nior positions in his govern-
ment.

Dr Hanpongpandh replaced
ATM Shamsul Haque, who re-
linquished his responsibilitics
at the end of his tenure.

Health and Family Wellare
Minfster Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusufl told the Jaliya
Sangsad yesterday that a new
400-bed hospital would be set
up at the Institute of Cardfo-
Vascular Discases (ICVD) at
Sher-c-Bangla Nagar, reports
[(SS.

Replving to a call attention
notice moved by Shajahan
Chowdhury (Jamaat -
Chitilagong). the tHealth
Minister sald work on the
proposcd 400 -bed hospital
would start soon.

Relerring to the shortage of

Compensation for
driver killed
during strike

demanded

lcaders of dillerent trans
port workers unions yesterday
expresscd their decp sympa
thy io lhe bercaved familics of
driver Shahidullah and heclper
Nurul Islam who succumbed to
injurfcs during the rccent
transport strike, reports UNB.

They demanded proper
compensation to the lamilics
of the vielims and trcatment to
others injured In armed at-
tacks during the strike, said a
precss rcleasc.

In a joint stalement, they
sald the killegs were frecly
moving around and no steps
were laken to arrest them.

Among Lhe signatorics wcre
President of Bangladesh Sarak
Paribahan Unfon Abdur Rouf
Mia and General Secrctary
Abdul Khalcque, President of
Dhaka District Truck Drivers’
Association Abdur Rashid and
General Scecretary Abu Taher,
President of [langladesh Auto
Tempo Drivers’ Federation
Akkel Ali and General Sccre-
tary Munsoor Alf.

Bank holiday
July 12

The Bangladesh Bank and
all other scheduled banks will
rcmain closed on July 12
(Sunday), on account ol holy
Ashura, a BB press rclease
said, rcports UND.
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In town

The Maruti 1000
jour door sedan.
Have the feel

of the roomy
sick temgciress .
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| 400-bed hospital at
ICVD soon

beds and other facilitics al the
only national Institute of
Cardiovascular Discascs as
pointed out by Shajahan
Chowdhury, the Health
Minister said the Suhrawardy
Hospital set up In 1977-78 can
accommuodale al present 200-
beds against [acilities of 110
berls

Dismissing allegations of
shortage of additional beds,
blankcts, matiresses and olher
factlittes, the llealth Minister
said thc paticnts were being
taken good care of

Postal Dept asked
to ensure quick
delivery

The parliamentary standing
committee meeting on Post
and Telecommunication Mi-
nistry dircected the postal
department to ensure quick
delivery of lctters, parcels and
other postal articles to the re-
spective address throughout
the country. reports BSS,

The meecting held Dhaka
Tuesday at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban with Post and Tele-
communication Minister Mu-
hammad Kcramat All in the
chair.

Members of the Parlament
Salahuddin Ahmed, Principal
MN Mazrul Islam, Md Mizanur
Rahman Manu, Md Nasiruddin
and Barkat Ullah Bhulu took
part in the discussion.

New ambulance
for DNMIH

Hcalth and Family Wellare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal

[bne Yusul handed over the key
of an ambulance for the Dhaka
National Mecdical Institute

Hospital (DNMIH) to the State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Sadek lossain here yesterday,
reporis BSS.

Sadek Hossain is also the
Chairman of the Board ol
Directors of the hospital.

State Minister for
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Moshare{
Hossain Shajahan was also pre-
sent on the occasion.
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