% Sport
A silent Seles outclassed by Graf

WIMBLEDON,
England, July 5
No grunt, no Gra-
nd Slam. -

A muted Monica
Seles gave in to
her eritics and melted silently
in the rain Saturday as Steflli
Gral hummed to- her fourth
Wimbledon title, 6-2, 6-1,
reports AP.

It took nearly 5 1/2 hours
to play 58 minutes of tennis in
a match that was interrupted
three times by rain and finally
ended in the gloom of a dark
gray evening at 7:29 pm.

"There's been so much talk
about that grunting, maybe it
got to her and it bothered
her,” Graf said.

Like Samson shorn, Scles
seemed powerless without her
trademark grunts. Her game
lacked rhythm and accuracy as
she wandered the court aime
lessly with a distracted, [rus-
trated frown.

Graf, perfectly relaxed and
strong as ever, did her part to
spoil Seles’' bid for a third ma-
jor title this year and a chance
to match the Grand Slam that
Graf achieved in 1988.

Chasing down shots from
corner to corner, putting away
winners on the run, whacking
back killer returns and serving
hard and deep, Grafl might
have beaten Seles even with
the grunts,

"l just hoped 1 could start
somewhcre, so | felt maybe |
could start here in the finals,”
Seles said of her ill-timed at-
tempt to mullle herselfl and
change a habit that has been
with her for ycars.

But she didn't use it as an
excusec.

"I don't win my matches
because of grunting,” she said,
"l don't lose to Stelli today be-
cause | was not grunting.”

Seles’ high-pitched braying
— U-n-n-h-h-H-E-E-E-E! ! 11 |
—on almost all her shots in
previous matches brought crit-
icism [rom rivals, warnings
from officials and ridicule in
the British press.

As she stepped onto Centre
Court for her first Wimbledon
final, fans in the stands carried
tabloids that called her
"PUBLIC ENEMY NO. 1" and
"LITTLE MISS GRUNT." One
paper bannered: "MONICA: |
WILL BEAT THE HATE MOB,"
while another asked, "WILL
THEY HAVE THE COURAGE
TO SILENCE MONICA?"

Even.one of the.highbrow
papers commented loftily, "We
must trust that she learns o

the women's game
the way of all-in

Scles sounded overwhel-
med by it all.

"Every day, the papers, the
headlines, the gruntomctcers,
and cverything — a lot of peo-
ple making such a big [uss,’
she said. "I'm not the only ore

begins (o go
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STEFFI GRAF...a most self-satisfying victory

who's doing it, and 1 thought
why arc they picking on me?”
"When | was in the locker
room and read my letters, 95
percent of the people said,
‘Don’t listen to them.” So I'm in
thé middlc now. | don't know
which way to go. Even il | don't
keep grunting... it's such an is-

suc.”
Giving up the grunits may
have p the acsthetles and

Gral, but thc 18-year
antﬂ a high pricc for her sacri-

She had won the last five
CGrand Slam cvents she en-
icred, missing only last year's
Wimbledon because of shin
splints, and taking 41 straight
Grand Slam matches.

BBut this was onc of the
worsl dcfecats of her carcor,

-old Scics

and the most lopsided wo-
men's final at Wimbledon since
Martina Navralilova bcat An-
dreca Jaeger 6-0, 6-3 in 1983
This women's final was the
first to be played on Wimbic-
don’'s cquivalent of the US
Open's Supecr Saturday, when
the men's semis are bunched
logether for a day-night cx-
travaganza. Friday's rainout was
the cause, and the women's fi-
nal was by Andre
"‘JoN-WicEriroc
6-4, 6-2, 6-3, and Goran lvani-
scvic beating Pcte Sampras 6-
7. 76, 6-4 62
Gral began the match with
authority, holding scrvice al
lowve, and never relented even
through all the delays. Jump-
ing on Sclcs’ unusually short
scrves and pulling pressure on

Sotorhayor wins

intn'l event

EBERSTADT, Germany, July
5: World record holder Javicr
Solomayor cle 2.386 me-
tres (7 fect Il: inches) to
equal the the” best perfor-
mance ol the season and win
an intcrnational high jump

u:llnpﬂmnn Saturday, reports

Thc Cuban’s performance
three weeks before the start of
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WIMBLEDON ,
July 5: It seems

, but SteM
Grals run thro-

noticed, reports AP,

Only two years age, when
she was knocked outl In Wim-
bledon's semifinals by Zina

her in long rallies, Gral broke
herl.utlkcl:llltnd Seles
accommodatled with an abun-
dance of crrors, including a
mis-hit forechand on break
point,

Gral's backhand slice kept
the ball low on the moist
making it difficult for Scles to
pick up. Scles prefers the high
bouncing balls on clay and hard
courts and 'still in learning the
nuances of grass-court play.
Thht was especially evident
against Graf, an expert on this
surface.

Gral's varicty of shots —
slices and topspins from both
sides — her angled, inside-out
forchands, drops and lobs, ex-
aspcrated Scles more than the
rain.

Gral moved Scles around
like a puppet, bringing her in,
then sending her back, moving
her from one side to another.
Gral cnded that one-sided
opening sct with a perfeet
forchand erosscourt pass after
drawing Sclcs in on a short
backhand that clipped the net
cord.

The first rain dclay, which
last 47 minutes, came with
Gral leading 1-0 in the second
scl. The players returmed to
play at 3:31 pm, got in fivec
points in two minutes, then
were chased away again by
rain.

Thecy camc back again at
5:20 pm, and this time man-
aged to get in a few more

Gral, closing in on her secc-
ond' straight championship,
led 6-2, 4-1, with Seles to
scrve at 15-30 when the
match was halted for the third
time. Ncarly two hours later,
thcy returned to the court,
given bouquets of flowers, then
sct about to finish it up.

Selcs took the next point,
but then neclted a forchand for
the first of four break points.
On the last, she nctted an casy
backhand to fall bchind 5-1.

With charcoal clouds scud-
ding overhead, Graf didn't risk
another delay. A fan offered
encouragement as she stepped
up to scrve, yclling with a
German accent, “Just do it!”
She did.

Sclcs took the first point on
a supcrb lunging backhand rec-
turn cresscourt, then walched
Gral swecp Lhrough the final
four points.

Everything Gral hit was
ncar perfect, cven her mis-
takes. She mis-hit a forchand,
and it angled crosscourt for a
winner. smacked a deep
serve Scits drove the-the
nct. Graf hit a forehand decp
into the corncr, and it clipped
Scles’ outstretched racket
cdge to set up championship
point at 40-15. And in a blink
ol an eye it was-over, Gral
serving an ace up the middle
that Scles just stared at, again
in silcnee

crushing 6-2, 6-1 viclory to
sccure r 1lth Grand Slam
victory.

Graf profits from being ignored

thing clse to worry about.

Cral said it was the best
muitch she played “in a long,
long time.”

1 knew | had it in me, |
was [rusirated that | didn't
show i1.°

Scles already had an inklin
that the old 23-year-old Gm?
was rcegaining her old form.
Seles needed all her deter-
mination on her [avourite clay
surface in the final of the
French Open 1o hold off Graf in
an epic struggle that linished
10-8 in the decistve third sct,

Her 1990 semilinal eltmina

Young Africans
clock year's best

times in Oslo

OSLO, July 5 Two exciting
young Alfricans set year's best
on the track during a memo-
rable meeling staged on a
warm, cloudicss Scandinavian
night in the Bislett Games
Grand. Prix on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

Twenty-year-old Ethiopian
Fita Bayissa ran the fifth-fastest
time ever over 10,000 me-
tres, clocking 27 minutes
14.26 scconds with a scorch-
ing last lap of 54.8 scconds.,

Organiscrs announced it
was Dayissa's first attempt at
the distance but he later said
he ran the distance three
months ago.

"I will run both the 5,000
and 10,000 at the Olympics
but | think my best chance is
at the 5,000," he said.

Kenya's Paul Bitok also ran a

- swilt final lap to win the 5,000

metres in a year's best of
13:08.89.

Bitok, who outsprinted
Morocco’'s Khalid Skah in a
thrilling last lap, said he was
surprised at the result.

“I had not expected to win,”
he conlesscd.

Wimbledon may

see McEnroe again

LONDON, July 5: John
McEnroe may have played his
last Wimbledon — but then
again hc may not

The American was beaten in
strajight scts in the men's sin-
glcs semifinals by Aplire Agassi
on Saturday but safd later he
felt encouraged by his
achicvements, reports Reuter.

"'I'm really happy with this
tournament,” he said. "1 feel
great about it. It's hard to feel
that good about it right now
but | know I'll feel proud of it
soon.”

So would he
year?

“l don't know,” McEnroe
replied. "Before the tourna-
ment | said that was a possibil-
fty, that | would play, and it's
certainly encouraging to get to
the semifinals. So | think it's
certainly a possibility that |
will play.”

McEnroe, who has

return next

three

children with his wife Tatum,
said the calls of family life
were getling louder.

"Tm not going to play a full-
time schedule but it certainly
makes me [eel d1hat I'm
still capable of playing t
tennis and that I'm still a{?t-
imalc top playcrs,

o Thats. .a good.

Whether or not I'm a legiti-
male conlender, at k:a:l I'm a*

legitimatc top player.”

McEnroc pondered over his
doublcs I'ulun:.

lic has rcached the semifi-
nals of the men's doubles at
Wimbledon and said he fclt the
burden of playing lwice as
many matches had cost him a
lot in Lhe past.

“There were a couple of
times where it cost me per-
haps winning the Litle,” said
McEnroc, three Llimes a win-
ncr of the singles here, refer-
ring to his glory days.

“As you gel older, it is more
difficult . . . having a lamily for
examplc, you want to spend
more time with them. You
don’t want tg go sitting around
here all day cvery day.

"I enjoy playing doublces .
but it does complicale things,”
added McEnroc, whose Wim-
blcdon partner is 1991 singics
champion Michacl Stich of
Goermany.

O8SLO, July
Technique lnd
technology com-
bined to give Jan
Zelezny the finest
series of Javelin
throws in history on Saturday
— culminating with a world
record, reports Reuter.

After three successive
throws over 90 metres, the
26-
hurled”the javelin 94.74 me-
tres, more than three metres
further than tht previous
record of 91.46 'metre by
Briton Steve Backley this ycar

Zelczny, who still lisis his
occupation as a soldier despite
what must be a full-time career
as a ficld athlete, found history
repeating itsell with almost
ccric precision at Oslo's DBislett
Gamoes,

Two years ago, during the
same compelition, Zelezny
picked up the latest javelin
designed by Hungary's lormer
Olympic champion and world
rccord holder Miklos Nemeth.

On a warm night, simflar to
Salurday, Zelezny launched the
javelin a world record 89.66
metres with his sixth and final
throw.

The Nemeth model, used
also by Finn Seppo Raty and
Backley to sct world records in
1990, was later ruled illcgal by
the Intcrnational Amatcur
Athlctic Fedecration (IAAF).

The IAAF said the rccord
:huuid revert to the last mark

car-old Czechoslovak -

JAN ZELEINY
sct by a javclin with a smooth
tail, which happéncd to be
Backley's throw of 89.58 in the
Samc ycar.

Zelezny, who has thrown in
only three competitions this
ycar because of a back injury,
was using Nemeth's latest of-
fering on Satu ]

But in a furt irony, al-
though the javelin satisfies
IAAF crileria, Nemeth himsell
said it had not been submitted
to the IAAF technical commit-
tee and accordingly could nol
be uscd at this month's
Barcclona Giympt&rl

—_— s -
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For the same reason the
1990 Nemeth model was not
usced in the 1900 European
Championships, won by

‘1 still believe that 90 me-
ircs is going (o win the

Olympic Games ,” said [hﬂ.h{
runner-up on Saturday’ wit
85.06.

‘1 think it's almost froni-
cally similar to the 1990
scene.”

Zelezny, speaking throu
an interpreter, said his tech-
nique was not yet fully honed
for -

1 don’t Lthink it was a per-
fect throw,” he said. “Anybody
could see it went too much o
the right side.”

He said he did not plan w
throw again before the Games.

T'm going to use the time
lo improve my technique,” he
said. "My technique 1s not
perfect.”

Zelczny was [ully aware of
the parallels with the 1990
Bislett Games during
Saturday’s compctition,

“1 said o myscll, | wan! w
make the sixth throw my
best.” he said.

lits best was good enough to
improve the world mark by
more than three metres.
Suddenly, despite the IAAF's
best cflorts to change the
javelin's specifications, throws
arc again reaching distances
whlr:h pul other athletes in

Seles takes setback in strlde

LONDON, July

By all the unwﬂ
tten rules of
Wimbledon, Mo-
nica Scles should
have been red
cycd and close to tears aller
losing Saturday's women's
final, reports Reuter.

Instead the Yugoslav top
sced, her dreams of winning
all the 1992 Grand Slam titles
in tatters, giggled merrily and
joked her way through her
postmatch news conference.

Il she had pecrformed as
well on the court she might
have won.

Stefli Graf, who played her
ofl the court in two rainhit
scls, appearced almost mourn-
ful in comparison.

Even the "grunting issue”
did nol dampen Seles's girlish
cnthusiasm, on a grey day of
intermittent rain.

1 really had a lot of fun

here,” she sadd.
“T really Atver
thought | would win the

Grand Slam this year.”

Reporters, who have inler-
rogated the world number onc
mercilessly in the past two
weeks over her distinctive
grunting noises on court, held
fire in amazement.

What had she Ilcarned at
Wimbledon this year, someonc
inquired, possibly angling for a
reaction to the endiess serics
ol newspaper stories about her
noise levels,

‘I really had a wonderful
time here tennis wise®, the
Yugoslav said, choosing her
words carcfully. "It was really
nine to be back aflter what
happened last year.”

Last ycar Seles missed

imbledon in mysterious cir-
mstances, spawning a run of
ncreasingly outlandish ru-

mours including one that she

tight be pregnant.
Looking composed, with
akc-up and earrings, Scles

was [rank about her remark-

able dcfeat.

“She just played a better
match than me"” she said.

“Today | just couldn't han-
dle the returns. Not just on the
first serve but also on the scc-
ond.”

But where was the grunt-
ing?

"Oh was it7" Shl: replied in-
nocently.

cetved a lot of letters from fans
urging heér to carry on grunt-
ing. "Ninety-five per cemt of
the letters say don't listen to
them,” she said.

But she insisted she had
hard feclings.

"I try not to read the sio-
rics. | really never had to deal
with so many things outside
the court as here. With last
ycar's Wimbledon, the mystery
thing, it was a little different.

“ﬂ- _,.:-!_I.. N
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Seles during Saturday’s final—Star TV photo by Tawfiq A Khan

Was this the beginning of
the end for the grunt, an-
other reporter asked. "l just
thought if 1 could start some-
where, maybe | could start in
the finals. But | did not win
through grunting and [ didn't

lose to Stefli y because |
was not nting .”

She did admit. with a

that she was looking forward
to a vacation away from the

gruntomelers.
She also said she had re-

"But it was a cxperi-
ence. It will make my trip here
next year a jot casler,” she said
brightly.

"1 need a little time off, |

haven't been doing any
schoglwork for a while,
Tl learn a few things

hopefully from this loss. | have
never done so well here be-
fore. I'm just looking forward
to coming back here next
year.”
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