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Raghunath meets
Hasina

Indian |ligh Commissioner
in Bangladesh K Raghunath
Sunday called on Leader of the

itlion and Awami Lcague
Chiel Shcikh Hasina at her
Sangsad office. General
Secrctary of the party Sajeda
Chowdhury M’ was also pre-
senil during the meeting, re-

ports UND.
Businessman

stabbed

By DMCH Correspondent

A Businessman was slabbed
and robbed of Taka 16,000 at
Bakhshi Bazar arca tn the city
carly Sunday. The victim, Igbal
Hossain Lashkar, 4], was going
home at Abdul Aztz Lane from
Saycdabad Bus Terminal by, a
rickshaw al around 4 am and

stabbed him and fled

away with the money.
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HC verdict on Rima murder

Munir to die, Khuku set free

Supreme Court Correspondent

The High Court Division
upheld the death sentence of
Munir Hessain, bul acquitted
Hosne Ara Khuku of the
charges in the Rima murder
casc of 1989.

The judgement was deliv-
ered by Justice Badruzzaman
with whom Justice Md Ruhul
Amin concurred. It toek two
days for the court to deliver
judgement which concluded
yesierday at 4.53 pm.

Sharmin altas Rima, daugh-
ter of Shaheed journalist

Nizamuddin was killed on

April B, 1989. Her husband
Munir llossain allas Suruj 32
and his alleged paramour
Hosne Ara alias Khuku, 38
were found guilty by Scssions
Judge, Dhaka who awarded
them death scnlence on May
21, 1990.

Against the said judgement
Munir and Khuku preferred

e -

two jail appeals and two crimi-
nal appcals. The death refer-
ence also came up for approval
ol the High Court Division,
These maltlers were heard and
disposcd of by a single judge-
mcnt. The hcaring com-
menced on May 17, and con-
cluded on July 1.

The Court observed that the
prosccution had fafled to prove

the allegation against Khuku
for instigating Munir to mur-
der Rima. The Court further
observed that prosecution only
relied upon the statement of
Mrs Kohinoor Nizam that
Khuku told Rima that she

would sce who would win and
who would loose. The courl
observed that though this
slalemenl appears (o have
been corroborated by Munir in
his confessional statement but
lhe confcssional statement  of
the co-accused 1s not conelu-

See Page 12 Col 8

Several thousand jute and
textile workers Sunday
marched lowards the Jaliya
Sangsad and staged a sit-in Lo
press their demands to stop
denationalisation of mills and
factorics and labour retrench-
ments.

Police slopped procession-
ists at the Bangla Motor Square
placing barbedwire road blocks
but allowed their leaders to
hand over the memorandum to
the Prime Minister, Opposi-
tion Leader, Speaker and eight
other parliamentary party
chiels at Jatiya Sangsad.

A special division of the riot
police in bullet prool jackets
were deployed at the arca
lcaring trouble: However, the
workers were disciplined and

W00 ‘uptoward  incident oc-

curreq.

“ AN the approaches linking
Bangla Motor Square remafined

1 closed for a couple of hours

because of . the march creating
traflic jam in adjoining arcas.

Abul Bashar, Convenor ol
the Jule and Textile Workers
Action Council which called
the Sangsad march, led the
14-member dclegation to Lhe
Parliament.

The delcgalion included
igbal Majumder, Lutfar Rah-
man, S M Rumi, Sirajul Islam,
Shariatullah, Shah Alam, Nasu
Mian, Badrpl Alam Lablu, and
Kashimuddin.

At the parliament tLhe
workcers lecaders handed over
the copics of memorandum lo

the Spcaker, Opposiffion
Leader, and other leaders and
B Sce Page 12 Col 7

By Staff Correspondent
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Jute and textile workers held a rally in fro
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The 4B-hours strike ol the
workers and employees (s

scheduled to start from Tues-
day while the nment is
contlinuing a d with the

lcaders to avert it, -sources
concerned sald Sunday.

The Sramik Karmachari
Otkya Parishad (SKOP) called
the strike to ss (ts [ive-

t demand which include

ting of retrenchment plan
of some one and hall lakh em-
ployecs and denationalisation
process, publishing ol wage
commission report, and the
amendment of industrial rela-
tion ordinance.

The strike i started would

affect the functioning In gov-
ernment and non-government

By Staff Correspondent

scctors including mills, facto-
ries and communication.

SKOP sources said that
there was a slight development
during Sunday's meeting as the
government agreed with the
Parishad on some major points
and promised to continue the
talks.

The source said that the
authorities asked SKOP to
dralt a negotiation deed which
may be finalised at the next
round of talks to be held today
al 1] am at the Kakrafl Srama
Bhaban,

Labour and Manpower Min-
istcr Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
and Social Welfare Minister
Tariqul Islam werc present at
the Sunday's mecting from the

governmenl side while SKODP?
landers Abdus Salam Khan,
Nazrul Islam Khan, Shajahan
Khan MP, Dr Wazedul Islam,
Shaliqur Rahman Majumder,
Abdullah Sarker, Tipu Biswas,
Pratabuddin Ahmed, Shah Atiul
Islam and Mcsbauddin Ahmed
were present among others.

"We are optimistic about the
negotiation but the situation
still remains unpredictable,” a
scnfor Jeader of the SKOP told
The Datly Star.

We always tried to avoid the
strike but not at the cast of the
demands — a life and death
question of the millions of
workers and c¢mployees, he

said,
The leader said that some

'Govt-SKOP dialogue continues

two million workers and em-
ployces belonging o 18 fed-
cralions under the banner of
SKOP wcre ready to join the
strike if the demands are not
met.

The ministers concerncd
were not available for com-
ments.

According to the late night

report the SKOP lcaders held |

an unscheduled meeting with
the Labour and Manpower
Minister at his residence.
The oulcobme of the meet-
ing was not known as it was
conlinuing till midnight.
Mcanwhile, local units of
SKOP hcld a rally Sunday
afternoon at Nabisco crossing

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Angel, Liaqgat

sent to jail

By Court Correspondent

Both the Danish and the
Bangladesh nationals arrested
in connection with antigque-
smuggling case were produced
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court Sunday and
sent to the Dhaka Central Jail.

The Dane, Georgen Emile
Angel and the shi, M.
Liakat Alf, were accused of
smuggling century old antiques
worth about Tk one crore and
arrested at Zia International
Alrport on July 2. Angel was on
way to Denmark with the an-
tiques.

Angel was an employee of a

Non-Governmenl Organtzation
in Bangladesh while his ac-
complice, Liakat, was an em-
ployce of a local clearing and
forwarding agency.

After arrest, Angel and
Liakat were taken on one-day
police remand at Cantonment
Police Station for questioning
which also ended yesterday.

Solicttors moved bail peti-
tions on behall of the accused
pcrsons but the Magistrate re-
jected the bail prayer and or-
dered to send them to the jafl

custody.
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Emile Angel being sent to Jail yesterday.
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Situatim} improved, Matin tells JS

Ha_sina demands
discussion on
law and order

By Staff Correspondent .

Sheikh Hasina yesterday in
Parliament requested the
Speaker of the lHouse to spe-
clally allew a general discus-
sion on the present law and
order situation of the country
during the budget session.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parllament and Awami
League (AL) chicl Hasina made
this appeal following repecated
claims [rom Opposition MPs
that law and order had seri-
ously deterforated and In view
of the Home Minister's
continued refusal to accept the
Opposition s statement on the
InsLMC,

Since there was no provi-
sion for allowing a general dis-
cussion on any fssue during the
budget session of parliament,
Sheitkh Hasina urged the
Speakers to use his discre-
tionary power for allowing MPs
lo discuss the tssue and thus
find oul 5 and mcans of
getting rid of the 'unbearable’
situation. The cr, how-
ever, did not give decision
on Lthe matter yes :

The 70 minutes arguments
and counter arguments on the
iasue between the Opposition
MPs and Home Minister Abdul

Sce Page 12 Col 4

“Jute and textile workers stage sit-in | War of words over

Flag Rules in JS

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Flag Rules
came up lor a hecated discus-
sion yesterday at Parllament
with Trcasury benchers and
the Opposition crossing cach
others.

Rising on a poinl of order,
Barnister Nazmul Huda, Minis-
ter for Information, wanted Lo
know [rom the Spcaker how
Abdus Samad Azad, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was
using the national flag in his
car while going 1o the US
Embassy party on July 4.

liuda told the House that he

was inlorming the malter as a

Jule of principle and wanted to

NPl baey Lhe ety
«cadcr ol the Opposition was
Readin from

Lnut
the rules the Minister said
that matter should be ex-
plained. He also made some
commcnis about Samad Azad
which agitated the ition
benchers. i

Replying to Huda's com-
ments, Tolael Ahmed of Awami
League (AL) stood up to say
that flag rules were applicable
to everyone.

Relerring to newspaper re-
ports, Tofael said the Prime
Minister was using a national
flag of the size entitled by the
President and was using state
emblcm which were not done.
Tofacl also relerred to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and said
Mujib had no military secretary
nor any ADC. But our PM, mak-

ing the President a puppet,
wis using all lacilities due 1o
the President, he added.
He also commented that by
doing so the PM was violating
the law of the republic, -

Explaining the protocol of

the Prime Minister, Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Deputy Leadé¢r of the House
said in a pa lary democ-
racy the PM was entitled to
highest honour. He further
added that the PM was using
PM’'s: emblem.

At this stage. some of the
AL MPs stood up to say some-

Spaaker, iy

in his chamber.

The Speaker's request,
however, [ailed to stop Moha-
mmad Nasim, Chief Whip of
the' Opppsition. Taking leave to
speak for a moment, Nasim
said the PM was not the head
of the state, but the emblem
she was using was the stale
emblem. He added 'what was
written on the emblem was
not important, but the issue
was {ts use.’

Nasim's statement promp-
ted Huda to give a reply. After
much' insistence the Speaker
allowed him to say.

Huda, in his turn, repeated
his words that as a lawyer he
was intercsted in upholding
the law. “

After his statement the
House was adjourned

| Uonal dailics,

| Govt has full control
over NGOs : Salam

By Staff Correspondent

Mcmbers of the Parliament,

both from the Treasury bench’

and the Opposition, Sunday
asked to know if the non-gov-
ernment, voluntary organisa-
lions were working as alterna-
tive to the government in vari-
ous places of the country and
were hampering government
development eflorts.

Floating various supplemen-
tary questions, the MPs alleged
that a section of NGOs were
working ‘like the government’
at some places and develop-
ment works carried out gy
them were being overlapped.

In response to these que-
rics, LGRD Minister Barrister

I Abdus Salam Talukder told the

House that he had no know-
ledge about the programmes of
the NGOs at any place of the
country which was alternative
to the government or against
the public interest.

Rashed Mosharrafl of Awami
League alleged that working of
a sectipn of NGOs at many
places appeared that the gov-
ernment had no control over
them.

Nizamuddin Khan of BNP .

suggcsted involvement of the

. local MPs to oversee Lhe de-

velopment programmes initi-
ated by the NGOs.
Mirza Azam [AL-Jamalpur)
wanted to know il the NGOs
| Sec Page 12 Col 1

'Rivals clash in AJM

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 5: Po-
lice fired gunshots and lobbed
tear gas shells to prevent a
group of workers from atlack-

ing their rivals, protesting yes-

tcrday’'s armed clashes, at the
Adamjee Jute Mills (AJM)
compound this aflternoon.

Nob was, however, hurt
in the police action.

According to wilnesses, the
police action followed hurling
of crackers, allegedly by ac-
tivists of the PBNP-backed
Jatlyatabadi Sramik Dal, rom
the Dhaka Baju Colony of the
AJM when the Awami League-
backed Jatiya Sramik League
workers were passing through
the area after attending a
protcst rally,

The AJM unit of Patkal
Sramik Sangram Parishad or-
ganised the rally to protest

yesterday's triangular armed
clashes among the supporters
of ruling BNP and opposition
Awami League and Jatiya Party.
The nine-hour-long clashcs
that began at mid-night Friday
left a school student dead and
over 50 others injured.

The Sramik Dal activists
who ousted their Sramik
League rivals from the Dhaka
Baju Colony yesterday report-
edly blasted at least B0 crack-
ers, witncsses sald.

Police fired 11 rounds of
gunshots and 13 rounds of tear
gas shells to bring the situation
under control.

Saturday's gunbattle was
fought for control over the
Dhaka Baju Colony, a strong-
hold of AL's Rehan group of
AJM workers.

See Page 12 Col 7
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By Sabir Mustafa

THERE s almost
incvitable about Minister for
Information Nazmul Huda the-
se days, especially when he
takes the floor in the House.
The Opposition becomes alert,
scnsing trouble; Treasury ben-
chers put away their news-
papers and magazine, fearing
the same.

The sense of impendi
Pandemonium was hcm ed
yesterday when the minister
made a dramatic introduction
to his speech.

‘I am worricd and con-
fused, Mr Speaker”, he began.

Huda's confusion and wor-
rics centred around, as he nar-

' rated to an engressed House,

his discovery ata US
Sce Page 12 Col |

Budget: Remarks
by ministers
displease
BNP MPs

By Special Correspondent

Members of Parliament,
belonging to the ruling
angladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), have taken exception to
the comments by Shamsul
islam Khan,” Minister [for
Industrics and Abdul Mannan,
State Minister for Textiles, on
the national budget. '

BNP MPs expressed  their
dismay and eoncern at the
meeting of the parliamentary
Pl-l? held yesterday with Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Deputy Leader of the House in
the chair. Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia did not attend the

_ meeling as she was not feeling
would like lo discuss the tssue | The commeniis ol-ije min-

isters, carried yesterday by na-
were made al a
post-budget open discussion
organized by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and I[ndustiries
(FBCCI) on Saturday.

Comparing their situation to
a '‘caged bird' the minisiers
reportedly criticised some of
the provisiens of the budget
and observed that their re-
speclive ministry’'s recom-
mendations were not re-
flected.

These and other comments
of the mimisters came up for
discussion in the meeting of
the parliamentary party. MPs
participating in the discussion
fclt that such statements were
enough to tarmish the image of

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Cig tense: 30 hurt

Clashes follow
death of Jubo.

League leader

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 5: Spo-
radic clashes erupted today in
the port city as tension flared
[ollowing the death of a Jubeo
League leader.

According to witnesses, the
clashes left at least 30 persons
injured as activists of two rival
political groups used lethal
weapons and blasted dozens of
crackers.

Chase, counter chase, bran-
dishing of sticks and explosion
of crackers mark the clashes
that took place mainly at
Sabujbag of Halishahar,
Goshaildanga and Kutcha road
crossing under Doublemooring
PS this morning.

A number of the injured
were admitted to various city
cHnics for treatment.

Being informed police
rushed to the spot and brought

See Page 12 Col 8

Scimitar
PRO held

Plaincloth police Sunday ar-
rested Reazur Rahman, Public
Relations OfTicer of Scimitar
Oifl Exploration Company, in a

| forgery case, reports UNB.

A special squad of the city
Special Branch, acting on in-
formation, picked up the
Scimitar PRO from Bangla
Motor area yesterday aflter-
noon. v

He went ipte hiding after

the arrest of Muslim Lakhani,

Vice Chairman and Director of
Scimitar Exploraton Limited.
Reazur Rahman was sent to
the Dhaka Central Jaifl with
120 days’ detention. |



