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IDB to double |

its

JIDDAH, July 4. Finance
ministers of the Muslim states
announced Saturday an agree-
ment to double the subscribed
capital of the Islamic
Development Bank, the main
credit agency for the Muslim
world, reports AP,

The announcement satd its
subscribed capital will rise
from 2 billion to 4 billion
Islamic dinars, while its au-
thorteed capital will be tripled
from 2 billion to 6 billion
Islamic dinars.

An Islamic dinar is cquiva-
lent to the International
Monetary Fund's Special
Drawing Right, meaning that
the bank's subscribed capital
has been increased [rom dlirs
2.9 billion to dirs 5.8 billion,
while its authorized capital
goes from dirs 2.9 billion o
dirs 8.7 billion.

The bank was cstablished in
1976 by 44 members of the

ization of the Islamic
Conference, the Jeddah-based
umbrella for the world's esti-
mated billion Muslims, to sup-

economic and social de-
nt in [slamic countrics
and among Muslim communi-

pital

ties livi in nen-mcmber
slates, o increase inter-
Islamic trade.

It has so far provided mem-
ber states with interest-free
loans, technical assistance and

rants to the tune of nearly

Irs 12 billion. Extensive assis-
tance is going these months to
the newly independent
Muslim-populated republics of
the defunct Soviet Union.

The decision to increcase

the bank's capital was taken at
summit conference

the OIC
hosted in December by
Senegal, but the stze of the In-
crease had still to be deter-
mined.

Bank officials said the
largest contributor in the in-
crease was Saudi Arabia, which
was expected to double its
share to dirs 1 billien. Other
leading subscribers are Kuwait,
the United Arab Emirates,

Libya, iran and Turkey.
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on duty police offictals, They
are also apprchending crup-
tion of fresh trouble as the
workers of AL and JP were re-
portedly getting themselves
pre to launch a joint at-
tack against their BNP rivals,

Informed sources said the
Sramik" Party's Siddiq Sardar-
led workers of the AJM at-
tacked the Dhaka Baju
Workers' Colony, a stronghold
of AlL's Rchan group of the
mills workers, at 12 mid night.
The attackers allegedly blasted
crackers numbering about S00.
Sporadic gunshots and blasts
were heard during the vio-
lence.

A weck ago. the colony was
captured by the pro-BNP
Sramik Dal supporters.

As the altack began,

Rchanuddin along with his
supporters were rescued from
the colony by police.

He took refuge at the
Siddirgan] Thana where he is
learnt to be staying.

Blasting of hand-made
bombs continued till 2 am
Friday without any intermis-
sion. Simflar oceurrences also
took place at the AJM arcas
until 9 am Saturday with a
break in the carly morning,

In the second round of
clash, that took place between
the workers of BNP's Sramik
Dal and AL's Sramik League
from 6.30 am to 9 am, Selim
sullered bullet wounds at 8 am
at the Kadamtali Bridge area.

Abul Kashem led the
Sramik Dal activists while
Rehanuddin led the Sramik
Leaguc workers, wilnesscs

SAARC meet
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capital 1o attend thc meetings
of the Programming Commi-
titee of the senior officials and
the Standing Committee of the
Foreign Secretarics.

Senior oflicials already met
yesterday and the Foreign
Secrctaries are due to begin a
3-day session today, according
to a mcssage received here
[rom Colombo.

The Foreign Ministers will
review the progress of fmple-
mentation of the action pro-
grammes adopted in the last
summit for poverty alleviation
and protection of environmen-
lal disasters and checking
drug abuse and illicit traflick-
i"5'1'11'-: meeling will examine
criteria for according recogni-
tion to various apex organisa-

tions in South Asia in profes-

sional, academic, commercial,
industrial, cultural and other
ficlds.

The two-day session of the
SAARC Council of Ministers
will draft the agenda for the
7th summit.

The meeting will also exam-
ine actions taken so far in re-
spect of economic ration
among the SAARC countries.
This will include South Asian
preferential trade arrangement
and establishing joint ventures
and promoting technical ex-
c ;
It will Enl'llldtrf futll';dn for
regional ects, further ac-
uustltom rtI::j;ct of pre-feasibil-
ity study for a South Asian
Development Fund which
could take up the question of
securing funds from extra-re-
gional sources to supplement
resources avaflable in the re-

gion.

jee battle

Trading of re contin-
ued between the two groups
for over three hours.

Road communication be-
tween Dhaka and Adamjee re-
mained suspended during the
clash.<

. Five of the seriously injured
workers of the AJM were iden-
tilled as: Abdur Rahim, 25,
Nurul Haque, 25, Mohammad
Babul Mia, 30, Amir Hossain,
30 and Ralfiqul Islam, 25.

All of them were learnt to
be the workers of Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal, workers front of
BNP. They are und-:rguinﬁ
treatment at the AJM Medica
Centre.

The Superintendent of
Police (SP) and the Deputy
Commissioner of Narayangan)
District were present in the
trouble-torn AJM area till last
night apprehending outbreak
of fresh violence.

75 MPs demand
withdrawal of

cases against
20 in Khulna

By Staff Correspondent

Seventy [ive Members of
Parliament including the
lecader of the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina, Saturday issucd
a statement demanding the
withdrawal of cases against 20
political leaders and student
lcaders of Khulna.

The statement termed the
cases filed by the Jamaat-
Shibir quarter as “politically
motivated’ o harass them. '

They demanded withdrawal
ol cases against BSD leader
Advocate ABM Nurul Alam, CPD3
lcader Firoz Ahmed, Khulna
Muktijoddha Sangsad com-
mander Mujibur Rahman, BCL
lcaders Sclim, Mintu, Lablu,
Safflul, Jahangir, BCU lecaders
Bedwin, Mahendra, Jahangir,
Mohammad and other student
leaders Ismail, Dipankar, Abid,
Shamim and Khasru.

Prominent among olhers
signed the statement included
Abdur Razzak, Sajeda Chow-
dhury, Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Tofail Ahmed, Rashcd Khan
Menon, Shamsuddoha, Suranfit
Sengupta, Shahjahan Siraj,
Hafizuddin Ahmed and Nurul
Islam Moni.

Jamaat favours
stronger defence
budget

Jamaat-e-Islami has sug-
gested higher allocation for
defence in the new budget,

that the sector deserves
more allocation as defence is
“very important” for an inde-
pendent country, reports UND.

Jamaat Majlis-e-Shoora, on
the second day of its mceting
Saturday, expressed pcs-
simism that the budget will fail
to fulfil aspirations set forth by
the Finance Minister and said
"it is contradictory in its mea-
surcs and objectives.”

Referring to open import
policy in the budget, the
meeting viewed that it will ex-
pose the local industries to
uneven competition with for-

eign s. Liberal import will
hurt ﬁ industries, it said.
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Charge d’Affaires Ali Ahmed Abdal Wahab discussing matters of mutual interest at later’s

official residence at Minto Road yesterday.
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Instant ransom

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers lale Friday night,
in an alarming new trend,
snatched a baby from a
mother's lap and demanded
the belongings as instant ran-

som for the return of the
child.s

The wvictims, a Dhaka
University teacher, his wife
and two minor children, were
mugged ofl of cash, wrist
walches and gold ornaments
worth about Taka 15,000.

Dr M Ershadul Bari, Dean of
the Law Facully, was riding a
rickshaw along with his family
ncar the YMCA olfice at New
Eskaton Road al around 11
pm.

The muggers slopped

l

them, snatch one of the babies
and demanded the ransom.

They then forced the help-
less couple to hand over their
belongings in return for the
child. The muggers took Taka
700 in cash, two wrist watches
and two gold-rings and fled
from the scene.

A case was lodged with the
Ramna Police immediately af-
ter the incident. However, no
arresis were made in this con-

report Saturday night.

Flash flood in
Sunamgan]

From Qur Correspondent

SYLIIET, July 4: Flash flood
hit four thanas of Sunamgan]
district following the onrush of
flood water from hilly regions

accompanicd by e¢xcessive -

rainfall during the last three
days.

The lowlying: arcas of
Tahirpur, Jamalganj, Dharam-
pasa and Doarabazar thanas
went under water during the
period.

Standings crops on scveral
thousand ‘acres of land were
submerged by the flash flood.
About two hundred dwelling
houscs were also damaged to-
tally or partially.

Jute workers
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blockade programme on July
28 and will go for a tougher ac-
tion, sources said.

Earlier, the programme was
scheduled for July 24.

Meanwhile, Jute Workers
and Employees Action Council
held a conference on Saturday
al Taher auditorium to finalise
the strategy to make 'Sangsad
march’ a success.

Convenor of the council
Abul Bashar presided over the
conference which was address
among others by Lutfar Rah-
man, Abdul Mannan, Motaharu-
ddin, Shah Alam, Anwara

| Begum, Sharatullah and Shahi-

dullah Chowdhury.

Nearly 65 representalives
from different jute mills at-
tended the conlerence.

Abdul Bashar warned the
jute workers will start a
greater movement if the gov-
ernment did not abandon its
denationalisation programme.

He said that the govern-
ment was following the pre-
scription of the World Bank
which ‘aimed at destroying thé
jute sector.

“The World Bapk has asked
India to increase production
but has asked Bangladesh to
reduce the same,” he added.

He said that jute sector
carned a profit of six crore
from export of jute goods till
September last. More than
three crore people including
40 lakh farmers are engaged in
this sector, he added.

Bashar alleged that some
quarters were lrying to creale
artificial crisis in this prof-
itable sector and pointed out
that the government gave
permission for setting up of
about 300 synthetic factories
which are dangerous for envi-
ronment.

He urged the ernment
to implement the agreement
signed with the jute and tex-

| tile workers.
Bashar also condemned the

incident at Adamjee in which
one person was killed and
many others injured on
Saturday and held the ruling

arty responsible for the
Eilling,

nection till the writing of th-isJ

400

eared killed as blast

rocks Kirkuk police HQ

NICOSIA, July 4: An Iraqgl
opposition group saild on
Friday 400 pcople were killed
or wounded by a huge t.trlﬂ-
sion thal rocked the police
hecadquarters in the nerthern

ofl «city of Kirkuk on
Wednesday, re s Reuter.
There has been no inde-

pendent  confirmation of the
rcport and Iraqgi officials were
unavailable to comment.

The London-based Iraqi
National Congress, in a state-
ment sent to Rcuter, said
many Kurdish and Shi'ite
political prisoners detained in
the police building were
victims ol the explosion which
targeted the police chiel who
was among the injured.

The opposition group said
the explosion was a result of
infighting among thc sccurity
organs of President Saddam
Ilusscin following Tucsday's
dispute ncar'the cilys’ educa-
tion dcpartment which left
scveral people killed.

The group was formed in
Vicnna last month by more
than 200 Iraqi opposition ac-
livists represcenting scveral
opposition groups with the aim

to coordinate efforts to topple
Saddam.

A Tchran-based influential
I Shi'ite opposition P
ﬂ::ﬁ Supreme Council lg'mt‘hc
Islamic Reveolution in Iraq, did
not take part in the Vienna
mecting saying it lacked unity
but promised to support any
anti-Saddam action.

The Iragl National Congress
reported on Thursday that a
Republican guard brigade sta-
tioned north of Baghdad
moved towards the capital on
Monday to topple the govern-
ment but was lofled by forces
loyal to Saddam.

A scnior Iraqi foreign min-
istry official attending an Arab

¢ meecting in Cairo de-
nied the coup report on Friday.

DU students

From Page 1 Col B
through a fair judgement.

The CPRS also said in its
statement: "We did not de-
mand withdrawal of the expul-
sion order against Ansar Ali but
demanded the withdrawal of
the cancellation of his Honours
Degree which he (Ansar) has
earncd legally.”

48 killed in Kabul
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on the ground outside what
appcarced to be the garrison's
officers’ club.

Burning vchicles and grass
fircs spewed smoke over the
scene as soldiers carried the
injured to salety.

Al lcast onc rocket landed
ncar the Communications
Ministry in the centre of Kabul
killing [ive pcople, according
to Weslern journalist eyewit-
NCSSCs.

llckmatyar, a fiery Islamic
lundamentalist, commands a
powerful military and political
force in Alghanistan.

Ilis men played an impor-
tant role in April's Afghan
rebel victory afler waging 14
years of civil war against suc-
cessive Soviet backed commu-
nist rmnment.

Dostum and his men fought
for the government before
changing sides in April, paving
the way for Kabul's fall.

Chinese Embassy
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charya, Dilip Barua, and Alhaj
Abdus Samad during talks with
the ambassador cxpressed
their profound shock and
condemnation of the incident.

The PDF leaders also ex-
pressed their solidarity with
the
Republic of China.

More political and socio-
cuitural o isations Saturday
have cxpressed their resent-
ment on the attack and dam-
age to the embassy property by
the unruly people.

Leaders of Gnmll-: Azag:ﬁl.zs-_

¢, Bangladesh-China nd-
Eﬁip ﬂasg:iatlnn. Bangladesh-
China People’s Friendship
Association and Freedom Party
in scparate statements to the
press Saturday condemned the
attack and demanded legal ac-
tions against thosé involved in
the incident.

UNB adds: Police have
tightened the security in the
diplomatic enclave of Bari-
dhara and Gulshan after the
Thursday's mob attack on
Chinesc cmbassy.

Gulshan thana sources said
adcquate forces have been de-
ploycd around the Chinese
mission.

Mcanwhile, the government
is carrying oul its investiga-
tions with all seriousness into
the attack on the Chinese em-
bassy in Dhaka last Thursday
evendng, Foreign Minister ASM
Munt:ﬁzur Rahman said while

| talking to BSS.

He said the attack, stem-
ming from a rumour, consti-
tuted a condemnable act and
the government viewed the in-
cident as a most unfortunate
incident to occur here, | _

The Foreign Minister oh
Friday visited the Chinese em-
bassy and conveyed govern-
ment's regret for the attack to
Chincse ambassador Cheén

Songlu.

pcople of the Peoples

Hekmatyar has refused to
enter Kabul or play a meaning-
ful role in the country's new
Islamic government until
Dostum's men, and others like
them, leave the capital.

But Afghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah
Masood are dcpendent on the
turncoat gencrals to sweep the
city clean of armed groups
from rival guerilla factions.

Hekmatyar and his follow-
crs say placing trust fn what
they call "mercenaries of the
former communist regime” is
an incitement to Afghans who

waged Islamic holy war against
the government troops.

Warrant of arrest
against 3 Bhorer
Kagaz newsmen

State Minister for Textile
Abdul Mannan yesterday filed a
dcfamation suit against the
Chiefl Editor, Editor and Chiel
Reporter of daily Bhorer Kagaz,

- reports UNB.

Mannan, a retired major
who owns garments [actories,
in his application said the daily
in its issuecs of June 15, 16 and
17, 1992 published reports
which arc false, baseless,
malafide seriously defaming
him personally, socially and
politically. :

Upon his application, the
Chiel Mectropolitan Magistrate
ordered fssuance of the war-
rant of arrest against the ac-

cused.

J ubd Command

From Page 1 Col 5

took shelter in the Baitul
Mokarram Mosque and ncarby
lanes, police said. '

The procession was brought
out fallowing a meeting at the
Dainik Bangla square to protest
the government decisfon of
withdrawal of the case against
the 24 sponsors of ‘pcople’s
court’ which tried thc contro-
versial Jamaat chief, Golam
Azam, on March 26 and sug-
gested that his ‘crimes’ during
the Liberation War was punish-
able by death.

During the incident the
shopkecepers hurriedly closed
down their establishments and
panic-striken passers-by scur-
ricd for safety.

Witnesses said that several
pedestrians were injured when
they ran helter-skelter follow-
ing the attack.

Meanwhile, a JC leader al-
leged the incident ensued
when some unidentified peo-
ple hurled cocktails from in-
side the CPB oflice but police
said that no one was present at
the office during the incident.

The JC Secretary claimed at
least four of their workers
were injured in police action.
No arrest were made during
the incident.

naval expansion

ISLAMABAD, July 4:
Pakistan's Prime Minister
Nawaz Shartl expressed alarm
here at a '’
increase in Indian naval spend-
ing, expansion, underlining
the need for an te re-
sponse from Islamabad, re-
ports AFP.

"Whatever India’s aims for a
massive naval development

mme, whatl concerns us
is the reality that this entire
force can be concentraled
against Pakistan,” Sharif told a
scminar on maritime power.

He said India's navy oper:
ated afrcrall carriers, sub-
marines and missilc-equipped
nuclear ships, and that fiis
naval budget had increased in
' | proportjons”.

"Such is the ude and
the challenge we at the
sca, we have a situation that
raised alarm and spells disas-
ter,” he said, neting that
Pakistan wanted the Indian
ocean to be a nuclear weapons.
free zone of peace and did not
want to enter into a race for
supcriority with its neighbours.

Garments workers
postpone strike

Leaders ol garments work-
ers yesterday announced post-
ponement of their scheduled
strike programme on July 7
and 8, reports BSS.

This decision was taken at a
meeting of the leaders of

Carments Workers Unfon and

Owners Assoclation with
Labour and Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan here

Saturday cvening.

SKOP strike
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problems of the workers
through mutual discussions.

e said the objective of the
government was nol to creale
uncm nt but solving the
problems by setting up new
mills and factories.

Mannan Bhuiyan -called
upon the labour Icaders to help
crealc a healthy atmosphere
for investment through bufld-
ing up a proper tradec union
movement.

SKOP lcaders Abdus Salam
Khan, Nazrul Islam Khan,
Shahjahan Khan MP, Dr Wazed
AH Khan, Shaliqur Rahman
Majumdar, Yakub Alf Bhutyan,
Pratap Uddin Ah ; Tipu
Biswas, Mujibur Rahman Bhui-
yan, Ghulam Mohtuddin, Nurul
Islam, Abdul @nder, Shah Atful
Islam, Abdullah Sarkar, Fazlul
Huq Montu, Mokhlesur Rah-
man, Mesbahuddin Ahmed, M
Zalrul Hasan, Harunar Rashid
Bhuiyan, Abdur Razzak, Abdul
Matin Master and Abul Hossain
were present, the handout
said.

Different organisations on
Saturday extended their sup-
port to the strike called
SKOP.

Sramik Karmachari Sang-
ram Parishad in solidarity with
the strike cal will hold a
workers rally today (Sunday) at
DIT Avenue,

Bangladesh Jatio Sramik
Leaguc (BJSL) urging workers
to make the strike a success
demanded acceptance of the
workers' five point demands
immediately. BJSL president S
M Rumi in a statement blamed
the government for crealing
anarchy at various mills of the
country.

In separate statements, the
Garments Workers Employees
Union, Bangladesh Dokan Kar-
machari Fedcration and Bang-
ladesh Dal (ML) also
expressed their solidarity with
the strike call.’
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New govt of Italy wins
confidence vote

ROME, July 4: The new government of Premier Giuliano

Amalo won a

Parllament, as

MOSCOW, July 4: Russia is
of western aid if the Interna

pariiamentary confidence vote on Saturday. tak-
ing full power just two days before the summil of the Group
Scven richest industrial countries. The lower house

24 bilhon
to forgo st

Monectary (IMP)

mainiains its demands that Russia free energy prices.
President Boris Yeltsin said today. He said Russia
free its energy prices, which would lead to &

i
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ference, held at the ground
ncar Lthe DBijoy Swarani. The®
confcrence venue, decoraled
with banners, fastoons and
minfature flags, wore a festive
look.

Begum Zia expreased her
government's determination to
| give new momentiwm and di-
mension to the cooperative
scctor for effective utilisation
of the productivity and initia-

‘tives of the poor majority peo-

le.
2 She said the cooperative
could play an important role in
organising the poor
for engaging them in
deyelopment activitics. ,

The Prime Minister said 70
per cent of the [armers were
poor ahd marginal. Due lo
poverly thcy cannol procure
nccessary agricultural imple-
ments. Such problems can be
casily solved if the poor farm-
ers could be organised through
cooperative, she said.

The Prime Minister said
the cooperative could act as
the driving foree in forging the
national consensus, required
in the struggle for achieving
cconomic democracy.

She pointed out that all fr-
respective of the party allilia-
tion and opinions, had united
in eslablishing political
democracy by toppling the au-
tocratic regime. She under-
scored the need for honest, ef-
ficiecnt and well-organised co-
{ operalive organisation (o

establish a happy and prosper-

The Prime Minister said
€00 tive was successful not
only in the agriculture sector
but also in other fickds includ-
ing fisherics, weaving, small
busincss, banking and market-
ing the coopcrative had to be
cxpanded to consolidate this
success, she said,

Begum Zia stresscd the
necd for involving women in
the cooperative in an increas-
ing number. She said women
had proved their efliciency in
organising cooperative in rural

Press Club incident
invites witness

The one-man cnquiry co-
mmission to investigate the

police action on ncident arou-
nd the National 'ress Club on

June 21 has invitud cycwit-
nesses, injured journalists and

photographers to appear be-
forc commission chairman
Juslice Kazi Shaliuddin to give
their eye-wilness account on
July 10 from 10 am to 2.3 pm
al its office at 67/1 Circuit
House road, reports [3SS,

arcas.Their skill would be en-
hanced ff they were inwolved in
the cooperative in an increas-
ing number.

Begum Zla called upon co-
operators lo plant one Lree
cach to make the on-going
tree plantation programme a
success andd save our existence.

Barrister Salam Talukdar
described the cooperative
movement as an important
vehicle for achieving socio-
economic emancipation.

N’ Svopentive’ Sster, the
t cooperative sector,

minister sald it had helped
providing a vast number of

people particularly the dis-
iressed and rootless women,

with opportunitics.
Tﬁ:b minister, however,

pleaded for stern action to
wipe out middlemien and louts

from the tive sector.
on various prob-
lems and ol coopera-

tors, Talukdar said their gen-
uvine demands were under ac-
tive consideration of the gov-
ernment.

Water talks
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the two countries are to meet
in New Delhi next month to
talk trade imbalances, heavily
tilted Bangladesh.
Mcmh india has re-
quested to "e the for-
mation of the 'political level
committee’ on the Chakma
refugees, as .lreﬂlv::rm
Prime Ministers, in Lo

' ¥ d’
B T

n-ln.? in the state of Tripura.
Informed sources said the

formation of the committee,

comprising most likely by MP’s
of both countries, been de-
layed by Dhaka's troubled polit-
ical scenario marked by Oppo-
sitfon boycett of Parliament.
“Now that the parliamentary
deadlock is over, we to
do it soon”, said a senior
government leader.

In another development,
Ilashim Abdul Halim,  the
Spcaker of West Bengal
Asscmbly, will be transiu
through Dhaka on July
(Wednesday) and July 13 on
his way to and from UK, Indian
lHligh Commission sources said.

Hashim, a close associate of
Chiel Minister Joyti Basu,
stay the Wednesday night
Dhaka and is plans to ecall
the Speaker and other senior

rnment and opposition
ders belfore departure on

Thursday. :
presided

s

Hashim, who over
the House when WB
resolution in favour of cor-

ridor opening, is expected lo
receive warm welcome In

Dhaka.
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