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LONDON, July 4:

GCermdany kept
hT;uWImhledun
' si title
defeating world number ot;r

led Seles 6-2,.4-1 when the
match was Interrupted for a
third tirthe by rain.

Gral was up a break and
looked overpowering when
play was stopped.

The match was interrupted
for the first time with Gral up
1-0 in the second set. Play re-
#amed after a 45-minute delay
wut was halted again by rain

fter only three points had
‘been played.

The women went back on
the court afler a break of 1
hour 45 minutes and Grafl
quickly took control. She won
the third game at love and
broke Seles on Seles’ second
double fault in the next game.

Seles, the No 1 ranked
woman in the world, seemed
unable to cope with Grafls
powerhouse game. The
German set the pace with a
formidable ficst service, then
moved Seles from side to side
with line-drive ground strokes.

As the match went on, Gral
rushed net more, often, scor-
ing points on volleys and
overheads and blunting Seles’
usual attack.

In the first set, Grafl kept
Scles oll balance with powerful
forechand drives and scored
several crucial points on
rushes to the net.

Top seced Scles was playing
her first Wimbledon final,
while Gral has won the grass
court classic three times.

Seles has won the
Australian and French Opens
this year. A victory here would
leave only the US Open next
month in her path for a Grand

Defending cham-
' matﬂém{";f

......

STEFFI GRAF ... fourth Wimbledon title

L o

weep, a’ feat accom-
by Graf in 1988.
18-year-old Seles bases

‘her game on ful two-

“fisted ground strokes and ad-

mits she's uncomfortable going
to the net.

Her 22-year-old German

opponent follows up her -

_erful serve with the best fore-

hand in the women's game and
will occasionally rush to net,
Seles was taken to three
sets by Martina Navratilova
while Gral crushed Gabriela
Sabatini in utm.lght sets in the
semifinals. Until then, Seles
had not lost a set in the tour-
nament while Gral seemed to
struggle in several matches.
Since the start of the tour-
nament, Seles has been em-
broiled in controversy over her

grunting during matches. She
drew a warning from the chair

umpire in the quarterfinals af-
ter a complaint from Nathalfe
Tauziat, the first player to
lodge a protest.

In the match with

Navratilova, Seles drew two
more warnings.
The Wimbledon f{inal was
their ninth career meeting.
Gral holds a’5-3 head-to-head
edge, although Seles won the
last time they met in the finals
of the French Open, an epic
three-set match that finished
6-2, 3-6, 10-8.

In their only meeting at
Wimbledon, Graf won in two
sets, 6-0, 6-1, in 1989.

JOIIANNESBURG
|, July 4: Triump-
hant soccer
officials came
home Saturday
with their new
FIFA mcmbership and an
invitation to play in qualifyin
:',n_und.l for the 1994 Worl

reports AP.
¢ are now living in excit-
ing times.,” said Solomon

Morewa, secretary gencral of
the South African Football

the meeling ﬁ!uﬂch
“Everybody now wants to play
g

FIFA, the governing body of
world soccer, readmitted
South Alrica on Friday after a
28-ycar ban becausc of
aparthcid. South Africa hosts
Clﬂtﬂ)ﬂ#“ﬁ:r three matches
starting Tuecsday to officially
return to international compe-
tition.

Morewa said FIFA con-
firmed South Africa’s entry in
Warld Cup qualifying, probably
in a group with Zambia,

and Tanzania. FIFA

previously said South
Africa’'s readmittance would
come loo late to enter the
World Cup, but withdrawals by
other nations helped it secure

"wear blac

a berth.

Brazil wanled to tour South
Alrica next year, Morewa said,
and matches have been set up
against Zimbabwe, Bolswana
and Swaziland,

"l cannot tell you how dc-
lighted and thrilled we are at
all these [antastic develop-
ments which will gauge our
strength.” he said.

Political turmeil almost
cancclled the Cameroon tour
last weck. Cameroon President
Paul Biya suspended the tour
afler a massacre in a South
African black Township and
the subsequent breakdown of
black-white political negotia-
m;a on ending white minority
rule,

But African national
congress President Nelson
Mandela met with Btya and
persuaded him to allow the
tour to proceed as scheduled.

Cameroon, arterfinalists
al the 1990 World Cup in Italy,

will play South Alrica's national
squad in Durban on Tuecsday,

Capc Town on Thursday and in
Johannesburg on Saturday.

The pla will be asked to
armbands and a
minute of silcnce is planned at

Exciting time for SA soccer

cach gamc to honour victims of

the recent massacre in the
Boipatong Township south of
Johannesburg, Morewa said.
Soccer, by f[ar the most
popular game among South
Alrica's black majority, was the

first sport in the 1970s where

races mixed strongly. Most
ﬁlﬂyﬂl and administrators,
, are black.

"ll‘:r games in the profes-
sio national soccer league
draw crowds of 50,000 or
more

L

crs mana lo join' proles-
sional tcams abroad. Perhaps
the best known is Jomo Sono,
who played with all-time great
Pele on the New York Cosmos
club in the 1970s.

FIFA suspended South
Africa in 1964 — the
country [rom international
competition — and voted to
cxpel it in 1876, South Africa’s

last international match was in
1963,

Other sports bodies, includ-
ing the International Olympic
Commitiee, have readmitted
South Africa in the past year to
reward President FW de

' Klerk's reforms aimed at end-

ing apartheid.

ting the ban, a foy pliy-:

Africans fail to
change FIFA

ZURICH, July 4: Alrican
soccer, dejected at Morocco's
defeat by France to host the
1998 World Cup, were
snubbed again on Friday when
its bid Lo change the balance of
powcr in FIFA was voted down,

rcports Reuter,

A proposal by Egypt, Tunisia
Camcroan to increasc the

numbcr of members from soc-
cer's junior confederations of
FIFA's powerful execcutive
committee which chooscs

rity but was-well

w:;] 'Clt.m_ hq’_’lum ﬂﬂﬂ lﬂ. 1 o m: MWM :mlrkbc
ove
short of “ three-quarters '

majority nceded.

The three countries wanted
an cxtra member from Alrica,
Asia and the North and Central
American and Caribbean con-
lederations on the 21-man de-
cision-making committee ef-
fectively controlled by
European and South American

members,
The changes would have

given the smaller confedera-
tions just two members less
than the European and South
Amcrican grouping, who are
sometimes considered to act

as a block vole.

Cameroon Soccer Assoclalion,
who supported Egypl's pro-
posal, said they were naturally
disappointed

Mitchell couldn't care less ak

STOCKHOLM,

July 4: Dennis
Mitchell, the new
Amcrican 100

melres number
one, has adjusicd

=

"l don’t think I've run the
perfcel race yet. The perfect
race would be a world record
and that hasn't yet."

happened yet.
Mitchell, bronze medalist in
Tokyo last year behind Lewis

the World Championships to
this year's American number
one Danny Evereit. He ran in
the 4x400 relay team, which
finfshed second to Britain, and
clocked the fasicst leg in both

ut Lewis

Al the age of 14 he ran an
astonishing 21.66 second for
the 200-mcters before his
progress was halted by a scries
ol injuries.

Sport
Graf remains Wimbledon queen

The Baily Sber 11

McEnroe bows out to a standing ovation

WIMBLEDON,

July 4: Andre
- Agassi swepl asi-
de John McEnroe
6-4, 6-2, 6-3
Saturday to reach
the Wimbledon final for the
first time, report agenciecs.

He'll face Goran Ivanisevic, |

who put on an amazing display
of power serving to defeat Pete
Sampras 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 (7-5),
6-4, 6-2 in the other semifinal,
He had 36 accs and was never

taken to’'deuce on his own

-

serve., .

The victory by the Croatian
lefthander, who upped his
tournament-leading ace total
to 169, spoiled the July Fourth
party and prevented the first
all-American final since,
McEnroe beat Jimmy Connors
in1984.

McEnroe, playing in per-
haps his last Wimbledon,
couldn't cope with Agassi's
crushing service returns and
pinpoint passing shots.

The match lasted just one
hour and 51 minutes. After
McEnroe hit a backhand volley
long on match point, the two
cmbraced warmly at the net,
with Agassi patting his oppo-
nent on the cheek.

Agassi {s a surprise [inalist,
his game more suited to clay
and hard courts than to the
grass of Wimbledon.. He has
reached the final of the French
Opcen twice and the US Open
once, losing each time.

The three-times singles
champion McEnroe bowed out
of Wimbledon for the last time
to a standing ovation from a
packed and appreciative
Centre-Court crowd.

The 33-year-old McEnroc,
winner here back in 1981,
1983 and 1984 and ready to
retire at the end of the year,
had no answer for his oppo-
nent's awesome pace and
power.

Although bright sunshine
unexpectedly broke through
the gloomy conditions, the
Fourth-of-July fireworks which
had been expected from the
all-American confrontation
failed to materialise.

Agassi mnever allowed
McEnroe to light the blue
touch-paper and restricted his
f[riend and hitting partner to
just occadional nostalgic hints
of the magical tennis which
once dominated the world.

For McEnroe it was an
ironic end to his marvellous
run at the ehampionships.

last four unseeded just as he'd
done as an unknown 18-year-
old back in 1977.

The Ivanisevic-Sampras

match hinged solely on who
served best. The Croatian hit

e
e
e

GORAN IVANISEVIC

an ace on his first serve of the
match, and finished the con-
test with two acces.

Sampras had 13 aces, but
that paled in comparison to
Ivanisevic's total,

There were no service
breaks until the ninth game of
the third sct. when Ivanisevic
took a 5-4 lead. He broke two
morc times in the fourth set.

The 20-year-old, 6ft 4in
Croatian slammed down an-
other 36 aces to leave his fifth-
seeded semi-final opponent
Pete Sampras looking shell-
shocked.

"I just didn't know which
way they were going,” said the
American Davis Cup player,
who had never got further than
the second round in three
previous visits to the All
England Club.

"At one stage | considered
guessing which side he would
be serving to and leaving him
the other side open. But that
wasn't the game-plan.”

"I got very frustrated in the
fourth set. He just doesn't give

you any rhythm.”

GREAT SELF-CONTROL

Ivanisevic, who has never
been in a major tournament fi-
nal before, continued to follow
the advice ol new coach Bob

Ivanisevic serves one for Croatia .
LONDON, July 4: Bigserving Croatiag Goran [vanisevic

Jired off a broadside against

the world’'s number-one

women's player Monica Seles just hours before his men's

semifinal
reports AFP.

against Pete Sampras al Wimbledon

today,

I hope she loses. | want Graf to win,” said 20-year-old
lvanisevic, a Croat whe has been actively campaigning for
his newly-independent homeland since last year.

Seles, who will win her fourth consecutive Grand Slam
singles title i she can beat defending champion Ste[fi Graf
in eagerly-awaited women's final later Saturday, was born
in Noul Sad, in the Serblan-controlled region of Viovodina.

But although she has lived in the United States since
she was twelve. Seles has infuriated many by refusing to
make any public comments about the fighting that has

riven Yugoslavia

) The 18-year-old was already the target of a bomb threat
during the Wimbledon Jortnight and has sidestepped any

political gquestions.

"Maybe she does not want to know her country
anymore and she does not know which flag to live under,”

said lvanisevic.

"But I'm torn up about what is happening. low does
she [eel? | am a Croat and [ shall dedicate this Wimbledon

to my people.”

I Seles and lvanisevic win the singles titles it could
lead to a delicate situation at the end of tournament, for
the new champions traditionally lead off the dancing at

the Wimbledon ball.

Brett and t an iron control
over his old volatile self.

Even when he was down a
set he remained totally con-
centrated on the job in hand —
something he might not have
been in previous years.
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.ANDRE AGASSI

"I'm not afraid of anyone if |
scrve well." said the eighth-

Ivanisevic faces Agassi in today's final

sceded Croatian in his clipped
English after his win.

"l never keep my mind so
well as now. One more day —
then | can relax my mind.”

Ivanisevic, who needed to
be fitted with a back corset in
his quarter-final clash with
second-seed Stefan Edberg,
said he had felt "not too much
pain” against Sampras.

"Back is OK. I can't com-

plain. [ am still a lot of
aces so it is good% said,
adding with a thought of
Sunday’s showdown: "Final is
final. With sore back or broken
back you go out to play and do
your best.” .

Ivanisevic's best previous
Wimbledon performance was
to reach the semi-finals un-
seeded two years ago and force
Boris Becker through a tough
five-set match.

Asked about the clash with
Agassi Ivanisevic admitted: "We
shall see how he is going to
return tomorrow.

"Twice in a row | beat him
last year so he doesn't like to
play me very much.”

The left-handed Ivanisevic
also said that he had worked
out a strategy if he ran out of
ideas in the final.

"If he is doing everything
too great, then ma |
hand. Maybe 1 .u)": t:h::
with right one.”

WIMBLEDON NOTEBOOK

MBLEDON, July 4: Fans who had Centre Court and Court
One tickets for Friday's washed-out play can either claim
a refund or apgty for a ticket for next year, reports AP.

This is- the
or rain checks.

rst year that Wimbledon has offered refunds

All England Club chiel* executive Chris Gorringe made the

announcement to the fans after play was abandoned 5 1/2
hours after it should have started.

Fans who want a 1993 ticket instead of a refund will have
to pay at 1993 prices, Gorringe said.

k%

MAC ATTACK: Hear the one about the John McEnroe op-
poncnt who once needed psychiatric treatment BEFORE

he went on court?

According to Dr Peter Tudor Miles, Wimbledon's official

doctor, the player

» whom he declined to name, went to him
complaining of hyperventilation.

"He was due to play John McEnroe on Centre Court. He
had gone rigid all over,” Tuder Miles said.

"I got him to breathe into a paper bag and got him to turn
on the television to take his mind off things.”

"There was McEnroc on the screen. It made him worse.”

Tudor Miles declined to name the player or the year the

incident occurred.

Another player, who was in the world's top

10 at the time,

went on court with a broken hand caused in a bar-room light,
said Tudor Miles, who strapped it up before he played.
And there was the case ol the player who twitched every

time-he sesved.:i) |

his own obscure remedy.

1l ETaN )

Aller consulting varfous doetors, the playe;*

gt lh L5 g sl | R B T F . e i F

came up with

"He tied a long shoe lace round his throat and knotted the

other end tigh

t round onc ofrhis teeth,” Tudor Miles said.

"As a result his neck couldn’t whip round when he served.”
* ¥ *

NGUE THAI'D : Having

gotien used to pronouncing Slo-

bodan Zivojinovic, Goran Ivaniscvic and Manucla Maleeva-
Fragnicre correctly, Wimbledon umpires have found two more

tonguc twisters among the juniors.
In the boys' singles was Sarawuth Yongchantanasakul and

another That
girls’ tournament.

player, Sudsopee Chartsuthiphan played in the

Thankfully for the umpires, they were knocked out in the

first round.
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MARTEN UP: Ted Schroeder, who won Wimbledon on his
first and only appearance in 1949, belicves the stars of

the 90s arc scruffy.

"Most of the today’s men are a bunch of bums,” he said.
“Their shirt-tails hang out, their navels are on show and, of
course, they need to shave. And they should get their hair

cul,” Shroeder said.

"Il you are a champion you should like a champion.”

Andre Agassi probably

is the most hirsute with long,

fair

hair cascading over is shoulders. Three-time cham Boris

Becker now has a

ginger beard to match his ginger hair.

While several other lower ranked male players have pony
tails, Pat Cash came up with a sumo-type knot to keep his

long hair in order.

quickly to life without Carl and Burrell, is a known quan- the semifinals and final. Tall, strong and confident.
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