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An Act of Hooliganism

The dlsfrnceful attack on the Chinese embassy
complex at Baridhara on Thursday evening by an
unruly mob has put the whole country to shame.
(n condemning the incident in the strongest
possible language, we share the view of a cross-
section of our people that it has, hopefully only
temporarily, tarmished the tmage of our country
as a hospitable host to members of all foreign
missions based in our capital. We shall. however,
reserve our judgement on the motive behind the
attack, whether or not it was aimed at undermin-
ing the excellent relations which exist between
the People's Republic of China and Bangladesh.
However, subject to the [inding of the enquiry
which has been set up Lhe government, we are
inclined to think that the attack, probably pre-
planned, was the work of a group of miscreants —
or perhaps of a single one — who organised some
hooligans by spreading totally baseless and sick-
ening rumours to launch the assault.

If. in case, any one had hoped that the attack
would drive a wedge between the two countries —
China and Bangladesh he must know by
now that the friendship between Beijing
and Dhaka which has stood the test of time
cannot be that easily shaken by an act of sheer
hooliganism.

As expected, the authorities have set up an en-
quiry into the whole disgraceful episode. We de-
mand that the investigation be as thorough as

ible and be conducted by an independent

, preferably headed by a sitting or a re-
tired judge, rather than oflicials of the Home
Ministry. Questions ave already been
raised about alleged slackness not only on the
part of policemen guarding the Chinese embassy
complex but also of the nearest police station.
How could a mob of several hundred people (as
suggested by an official), if not of nearly two thou-
sand, as reported by several newspapers, in-
cluding this newspaper, march down the main
roads of Baridhara towards their target without
being questioned and stopped police ? Again,
we believe that once the mob had reached the
embassy complex, it should have been more
firmly dealt with before it damaged any part o
the newly-constructed building of the mis-
sion. Then, some from the mob raided a nearby
guest house and beat up a Chinese resident. How
could the police allow this to happen ?

The thorough probe should lead to an early
identification of culprits who must be made to
pay, and pay dearly, for the crime they have
committed, or for their negligence regardless of
their Ensitlnn in the Police Department. It is
good that the authorities have stepped up the se-
curity arrangement around the Chinese mission
complex and other Chinese establishments.
However, it is important to review such arrange-
ments in and around other foreign missions, es-
pecially in Baridhara-Gulshan-Banani area, and
take necessary steps to ensure maximum possible
safety of all foreign nationals in various diplomatic
missions, Unit
ernmental organisations. Let the authorities
make sure that what happened on Thursday
evening will never happen again. This is the best
apology we can offer to the Chinese Ambassador
Chen Songlu and members of his mission — and
ml?aif to the entire diplomatic community in
D

Improving Health Service

Of late hospitals have come under severe criti-
cism. That is not at all surprising. What is surpris-
Ing is the fact that they did not come — as they
have for a particular reason this time — under so
closer scrutiny earlier. At least two dailies — one
each in Bangla and English — have carried re-
cently pictorial stories to give some ideas of the
physical environment of two of the hospitals in
the city, particularly with regards to cleanli-
ness. e of them is known to have maintained
a high standard, at least the people are so in-
clined to believe. But contrary to people's belief
and expectation, the pictures present a
most foul and detestable condi-tion. When hospi-
tals themselves set a standard so dismal
in the disposal of garbage and filths that pile up
every day, it is both alarming and shocking.

Compromising health rules at facilities like
Holy Family Hospital rgoints not only to the dismal
state of aflairs in ga e collection and dis
but also to the poor quality of the delivery system
of the country's health service. Some of the mate-
rials in the garbage are outright health hazards,
others are potentially dangerous and still others
-are less so but in the absence of a safe disposal
can pose threal to health all the same. It is not
just the question of technically sound method of
dealing with the more hazardous elements or
refuse from the hospitals but the attitude of the
hospital authorities to the issue that counts. If
Dhaka Medical College Hospital and Holy Family
Hospital fail to be equal to the task,
records of the ones not so fortunate enough to
receive generous government doles and help
from outside of the country can better be

imagined.

When the tem of disposing garbage suffers
from such in-built inefficiencies and shortcom-
ings, the condition inside is neither expected to
be any better. A recent incident, in a rather un-
expected manner, corroborates this view. The
incident concerns Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's
directive to shift the journalists wounded in po-
lice brutalities from DMC to Holy Family Hospital.
This is an indirect admission on the part of the
Prime Minister of the r quality health service
rendered by DMCH one that is certainly better
than many other health facilities but
worse than Holy Family Hospital. If the service
there is so questionable, where can common

eople go for treatment ? Not all are
ortunate enough to seek treatment at the
efficiently and impeccably managed private
clinics and hospitals.

Public health service must improve if even a
semblance of health-for-all programme stands any -
chance of success. Surely, the public deserves
better. Health service has been made costlier and
there is no reason why it should deteriorate. In a
country like ours, health service cannot be a
cur]:}pletc commercial venture. It may not be a.
wellare society but the state must bear the ex-
penses, to a substantial extent, of the treatment

at hospitals.

Nations agencies and non-gov- |

 drawbacks, have virtually

NTIL a couple of
months ago, most ob-
servers of the 1992
American election eampaign
expected it to follow the time-
tested traditional pattern. The
Democratic Party, having lost
the White House in 1980, has
so far fatled to come up with a
chartsmatic candidate to
rcgain the Presidency.

This year more than halfl a
dozen relatively unknown
hopecluls lJnlnr.-d the gruclling
process of primary clections to
reach the final stage of the
race for nomination. Despite
many pitfalls and setbacks, the
young and handsome Governor
of Ar has emerged as

the finalist. Gov Bill Clinton's

national appeal is still some-
what limited. He certainly is
far less known com-
pared to the incumbent Presi-
dent George Bush. Bush did
face a challenger — Mr
Buchanan — but no scri-
ously thought that Buc n
had a chance. In keeping with
the tradition which favours the
incumbent President it was
almost a foregone conclusion
that Bush would get the
Republican nomination in duc
course. The race was almost a
set piece. Bush versus Clinton.
Ol course there are still many
factors still to be taken into
account. For example, who will
get the nomination for the No
2 spot with Clinton? Is he go-
ing to strengthen the ticket?
Unlike the presence of Quayle
in the Republican ticket who
has not added much to the
Bush campaign a good candi-
date for Vice-President might
have a positive impact on the
Democratic campaign. Given
the decp and long recession in
the American economy it is a
conventional wisdom to as-
sume that Clinton has a fight-
ing chance to win the race if

| the economy fails to pick up

The US Presidential Elections
and the Perot Factor

well before November.
The appearance of Ross

Perot inm the scene has
changed the re so com-
pletely that a look at the
situation is . Gone are

necessary
the confident calculations of
the pundits who usually flour-
ish during this scason in fore-
casting and predicting the
clection outcome. A Texas bil-
lionair — Ross Perot seems (o
have upset the apple cart for
both the partics. He is cam-
paigning as a non-party candi-
date entirely on his own. As a
sclf-made billionaire he has
been able to appeal to the
American psyche which
reveres success and enter-
prise. No one thought that
such a maverick inftiative will
get off the ground. All the
pundits have becn proved
wrong. There is tremendous
ground-swell of support for the
Perol candidature all over the
country and surprisingly,
among supporters of both the
mainsiream parties. It is no
mcan achicvement for an indi-
vidual candidate o achieve a
higher approval rating in the
opinion polls than both Presi-
dent Bush and Governor Clin-
ton. Arc the poll ratings going
to remain that way till election
time? Will the electorate really
risk pulling an inexperfenced
man like Pecrot in the White

llousc? According lo constitu-
tonal experts a three-way race
may lead to a deadlock and the
Congress may have to resolve it
by voling on the three candi-
dates to clect one. One won-
ders il the American people
with their long and successful
democratic (radition will
plunge the system into such
uncertainty. Howcver the ner-
vousness in both the Republi-
can and Dcmocratic camps is
so obvious thal political ana-

i by Shab AMS Kibria

lysts arc scriously thinking

aboul the implications of the -«

Perot factor.

Obscrvers with long experi-
ence in analyzing American
political scene believe that the
"Perot phenomenon” is a form
of protest among voters. When
individual voters who selected
Perot on the ballol are ques-
tioned aboul their motivations,
a good proportion of them say
that they do not scriously envi-
sfon Perot as President. Repu-
blican volers are disillusioned
with Bush due to the economic
reccssion. many arc also angry
that he reneged on his pro-

mise of "no ncw taxcs.”
rcgistered Democrats there is
a wide-spread perception that
the Democratic party has fafled
to come up with a stron
challenge to Bush. Even loy
supporters of the Democratic

party talk about the bankruptcy ,

of the party’s leadership. Their
candidate — Gov Clinton — has
fafled, at least until now, to fire
people’s imagination. Support
for him is lukewarm, at besL
Of course much depends on

. =

and whe e choten Ly T o

his running mate. These
uncertaintics in both the Bush
and Clinton camps have helped
Perot in capturing the centre
of the political stage.

Support for Perot canneot
howcver be understood only as
a prolesl vote. He seems to
have a genuine appeal among a
cross-scetion of American vol-
ers though the intellectuals
despise him for his unenlight-

encd and rather silly remarks’

aboul varfous minority groups.
He has fafled so far to come up
with any specific plans or pro-

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT FOR DHAKA CITY —II

matic, no-nonsensc type. Most
importantly, his anti-govl re-
marks appeal lo many Amert-
cans who traditionally distrust
a large bureaucracy and a
strong government. His attacks
on bureaucratic privileges are
very popular with the ordinary
voter. His main so far
scems to be that he will “trim”
government expenses by mak-
ing officials behave like
-mlﬂ m =

anti-govt rhetoric to win popu-
lar support.

The Perot phenomenon
brings up the worst and the
best of the American political
system. IL shows how ordi-
nary voters are disillusioned
with the two main political
partics. Professional politi-
cians, who control and
and often mantpulate the par-
ties have lost, in mea -

sure, the respect and
the confidence of them

[
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Collection, Disposal and Recycling Need to be Efficient

by Mohammad Nurul Islam

OLID waste collection

has yct to emerge as a

well organised progra-
mme among developing coun-
tries like ours. Traditional mc-
thods with marginal inputs of
modern concepts appear to be
the common practice.

The collection of refuse is
labour fintensive. Hence, the
manpower requirement [for
collection, transportation pro-
cessing and disposal of garbage
could be represented per mil-
lion inhabitants scrved. In
most cities of India, 1,000-
2,000 workers serve a million
of population. In Dhaka eity,
about 4,700 workers arc
engaged directly with refuse
collection.

Optimum ulilisation of the
labour force is a pre-requisite
for an eflective performance,
When the performance is
assesscd in terms of collection
cllicicncy as cvidenced by
cleanliness and promptness of
service, it is seen that the
number of employecs involved
in this activity has no direct
correlation with the cleanli-
ness and promptness of ser-
vice. Good results can only be
obtained when effcctive organ-
isation and managcment are
provided. |

In most towns in the Indian
sub-continent, this job is su-
pervised by either a Medical
Health Olfficer or a Conser-
vancy Officer, but the trend is
towards entrusting the job to a
suitably trained engincer. As
much of the expenditure (80-
95%) on solid waste manage-
ment is incurred on its collce-
tion and transportation, which
are basically engineering func-
tions, it is felt that suitably
trained engincers would be
able to obtain better results
(for example in Singapore).

Solid Waste Collection can
be categorised as (a) Strect
Sweeping (b) Refuse Collec-
tion.

Street Sweeping
Sweeping of the roads is
normally carried out manually.

The labourers work in gangs.
Normally, every worker is as-
signed a specific area known
as a ‘beat’. Sweeping of the
roads is carried oul by using a
short-handled broom made out
of a bunch of fibre {usually co-
conut leflt-stack or bamboo-
stack). The sweepings are ci-
ther taken to the street gulley
or collected from the road sur-
face by using a flat blade
shovel. While doing this work,
the labourer has to bend which
(i) strains his/her back and (i)

- == —-— & W O

Sir, Mission {s accom-
plished and Bangladesh domi-
nate the South East Asian ICC
Associate Members Champi-
onship fightout.

Once again, Bangladesh
have returned back to where
they belong — Asia Cup tour-
nament — with emphatjc deci-
sions over allluent Hong Kong,
Malaysia, and Singapore.

With this impressive vic-
tory, Bangladesh, plagued with
cro-
ssed onc¢ more milestonc on

| their way to test berth: and

who knows for sure this ¢oun-
try won't play in the World Cup
before this century {s out?
Since nothing is impossiblc
in this space age, the poten-
tials of Bangladeshi cricketers

¢-bin or, in

exposcs him/hecr to the dust
which gets airborne discases
during the sweeping operation.
The material so removed from
the road surfaces and gullics is
collected in heaps at a number
of points from where it s con-
veyed in a local made bamboo
baskct to the necarest dustbin.

Refuse Collection

In Dhaka, refuse {s not
normally collected by housec-
to-housc method. Refuse pro-
duced from individual house-
holds is rarcly stored for, more
than a day and s normally
taken to the community dust-

posited on the

" aide from where it is collected
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during sweceping of the road.

Community bin system is
the most widely used system
in Dhaka city wherein storage
bins, owned and maintained by
the Dhaka City Corporation,
arc provided at reasonable
intervals along the roadside.
When the bins are inadequate
in number, kept at longer in-
tervals, as in the case of large
sized bins (depots), people
tend to throw the waste at any
convenient point like the
water of ponds, ditches, lakes
or, surface drains. The total
number of bins in Dhaka city is
about 3,800 which is not
sullicient at all. -

Workers with hand-carts
collect the wastes from the
bins around and deposit it at a
suitable place. Every refluse
vehicle is provided with 5-7

labourcers in addition to its
crew. The vchicle moves and

collcets the deposited refuse
until it is full,

Transportafion of refuse is
carried out departmentally by
the Dhaka City Corporation. In
a large number of cases, 5-7
tonne open trucks are uscd.
Presently about 200 trucks are
engaged in the transportation
of refuse of which 120 are
open and 80 are covered. Most
of the trucks are observed to
be uncovered and, during
journeys and frequent starting.
and stopping, the material
tends to spill on the roads.

It has been observed that
these vchicles, when new, are
detailed for other works and
sent for refuse transportation
after f[ew years' use. Further,
these vehicles have to start
and stop a number of times
during refuse collection, have
to travel over rough and inhos-
pitable terrain, and since they
are already old, their operation
bececomes uneconomic,

The city refuse has a high

yok -y

initial density, and the com-
paction type of vehicles are not
able to give a high compaction
ratio and hence arc not so
cconomically feasible. Since
the refuse vehicles are not
cquipped with a tipping
arrangemcnt, the labourcrs
have to travel with the vehicle
to unload its contents to the
disposal site.

The large organic fraction
contained in city refuse de-
composes quickly at high tem-
peraturcs encountered, unless
it is removed quickly. Fre-

e i BT
temper-

countrics;
atures and humidily cause
refuse to decay and decompose
very quickly and this intro-
duces health and hygiene con-
siderations quite different
from those in temperate cli-
mates. Flies and rodents are
ever-present problems and
waste must be removed quite
quickly from home surround-
ings. It is claimed by the Dhaka
Municipal Corporation that

refuse is collected daily from
the dustbins and in some cases
twice datly.

Problems Arising from
Pl n Il

In summary the following
problems may be identified as
arising from the non-collection
of solid waste : (a) waste
dumped in streets [avours the
development of infectious dis-
eases such as dysentery,
worms, enteritis typhoyid fe-
ver, hepatitis, and cholera; [b)
children and such animals as

chickens, goats, dogs, and

cows often play on the waste, .
thus making direct contact
with the contaminated matter;
(c) waste eventually creates
dust in the streets, which in
turn may cause lung infections;
(d) waste is the origin of pun-
gent odours, particularly dur-
ing the hot season; (e) the ap-
pearance of the town becomes
unsightly; (f) rains will take
waste to sewers, {f any, causing
them to be blocked; (g) during
sweeping or shovelling of

waste there will be a dust

cloud which may be hazardous
to the health of the sweepers.

Effects on Workers

In the present system the

" worker comes in contact with

dust at a number of points,
namely during sweeping,
transfer of refuse to hand-
carts, dustbins, vehicles, and
unloading from vehicles, thus

s — oo

.Shown in the table below. sm
e " _# hﬁ,*i | F --'_"'.

(refuse workers) as well as a

exposing him to infection.
Since Dhaka city is not com-
pletely sewered and due to a
huge number of slum and

.floating population, night-soil

is often deposited and gets
collected along with refuse.
Through hospitals are ex-
pected to provide incinerators
for their wastes, it often
reaches municipal dustbins.
Thus, workers are exposed to
infection at a number of points.

The results of a study, un-
dertaken in India in 1971, are

collected

control group (having similar
social and economic l and

cngaged in similar activily in
another [icld).

Results of Analysis
ol Stool Samples

o B

Test Group Control Group

No % M %
Total persons D 0 -
examined
Total positive
for parasites 49 B 2 R

It is evident that most of
the refuse workers suffer from
at lcast some parasitic infce-
tion; it was seen that a much
higher percentage of individu-
als in the test group were
much more infected than
those in the control group.
The microscopic analysis also
showed that while 84% of the
test population wcre heavily
infected with two or more
parasites, only 2.9% had this
type of infection in the control
group; clinical examination ol
the test group as well as con-
trol group showed that : (i)
workers were suflering from
more than onc ailment; (if) the
incidence of respiratory and
skin discascs was strikingly
higher among the worker than
the control group; and (iii) the
incidence of jaundice, tra-
chomea and eosinophilla was

significantly higher in the test

group.
Recycling of Solid Waste

It is a paradox that, whilst
in Western Europe there is
much experiment and pontifi-
cation on the desirability of
refusc recycling and reclama-
tion, this fs practised to a very
high degree in the rer
parts of the developing world.

As in the case of many
devcloping countrics, Lhere is

little scope for rceyeling as
part of any national waste
disposal plan, scavengers and
beggars perform the service
very efliciently. They are aided
by the extensive use of
communal storage of waste
while is awaits collection.

Storage in a varicty of bins,
oil drums, concrete drainage
pipes and purpose-bulilt
ground drums, waste dumps,
allows an excellent opportunity
for hand sorting and recovery.
Sometimes whole familics of
scavengers support themsclves
by living at collection points or
on landfill sites and dumps and

litte of value is throwmn away..

Bottles, tins and other things
have several life uses and

weslern peoples, as they face
the realities of diminishing
rcscrves ol mctals and fossil
fucls, could lcarn from their
lcss prosperous brethren. '

One can be impressed by
the resource and ingenuily
with which pcople (with little
formal) training and almost no
access lo technical support
scrvices) arc using wastc ma-
terials to overcome the costs
and shortage of raw materials
which characlerisc countries
that lack either in forcign ex-
change or indigenous raw ma-
terfals. The principal opportu-
nilies for recycling ol wastes
arc paper and cardboard, steel

scrap, non-fcrrous scrap, glass,

scrap tyres, plastics, textiles,
fcrrous metals, agricultural
wastes ete.

The scavengers are perhaps
the most notable feature of re-
cycling activitics in Dhaka city.
They are extremcly poer, une-
ducated, and generally disor-
ganised — whose only liveli-
hood is the recovery of recy-
clcables [rom reluse. Some of
them pick from litter bins in
strecet and parks. Huge num-
bers live on the rcfuse dumps,
in appalling insanitary condi-
tions, mobbing each refluse
vehicle as it discharge to try
and get the best material
ahcad of the others. eir
condition of health i{s pitiable
as a result of living among
vermin and their own excrecta
as well as the refuse, without
adequalte drinking waler, sani-
tation, health care, or housing.

The scavengers live in a
feudal community, totally con-
trolled by powerful malia
bosses who take huge prolits
[rom the sale of the rccycled
materials. Ignorance, {llitcracy,
inability to collaborate among
themselves, and often heavy
indcbtedness to buyers for

= . — - -
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can also b¢ developed o Lthe
highest standard with the re-
quired facilities made available
and corruption-free cricket
management.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensigh

Palestine is a reality

Sir, No one can deny any
fact. Arab-lsraeli dispute is
true, Israel is practical, Pales-
tine is a reality the Arab-
Isracli wars in 1 49, 1956

19067, 1973-74, 1982, the.

United Nations resolution 242
of 1967 and 338 of 1973 are
all facts. |

Long before the much pub-
licised Middle East peace
conference began in Madrid on

October 30,1991, the Pales-
tintans in a meeting held in
Algicrs on November 15, 1988
had recognised the State of Is-
racl and also declared the
establishment of an indepen-
dent state of Palestine.

At the Madrid ce con-
ference Israeli Premier Shamir
had gone ‘'mad’ and he threat-
ened the Palestinians of dire
‘consequences if talked
about peace in exchange of

land. But finally the people of .

Israel have 'got rid’ of Shamir
on 23rd June 1992 general
elections. The exit of Shamir
and the entry of Rabin has
confirmed the 'desire of the
Israeli electorate for peace'.
We urge both Israelis and
the Palestinians to forget and
forgive their past misunder-

——

standings and bitterness and
dissolve their diflerences
through heart-to-heart discus-
sion. Let a new era ol [reedom
and peace shine in the Middle
East.

O H Kabir
Dhakoa

Tin sheds in Gulshan

Sir, It {s mandatory lo get
the drawings of a proposed
building approved by RAJUK
before any construction can be
taken up anywhere within
Dhaka city. There are certain
rules laid down by RAJUK
which must be followed when
preparing Lthe drawing. But till
the recent . one could get
any kind of drawings approved

by RAJUK if he/she only knew
the art of how to manage it and
also had resources. | thought
now such malpractices would
stop. But seeing what 1s still
happening | changed my opin-
fon.

Near the Guishan No | and
2 roundabout permanent tin
sheds are being constructed
on top of buildings. The people
of Gulshan would like to know
how RAJUK has permitted this
'fantasy’ in the Gulshan area.
With the tin shed the area
shall lose its status with con-
sequent loss of value of land.
RAJUK in its latest advertise-
ment for lease of land
asked for Taka five lakh
katha. People would not lfke
sce lin sheds in the land

which they are going to buy

s3E
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loans at heavy Interest to buy a
cart or pay hospital fees, all
combine to create a weak bar-
gaining situation in which they
arc incvitable loscrs.

Solid Waste Disposal
System

Neither sanitary landfilling

nor controlled tipping is
tised at all in Blnlhm
Dhaka City Corporation, which
is responsible for solid waste

management within Dhaka
cily, is presently nf of
solid wastc by uncontrolled

dumping in low-lying land, wa-

' ter ponds, ditches, and dis-

‘lised’ tarfk§ ‘as part of land
rcclamation in and around
Dhaka ¢ity. Usually, bulldozers
are engaged in levelling and
compacting the dumped

waslcs without any
standard specification. No sofl
cover is provided between the
wastc layers. It is seen that
wastes are somctimes thrown
indiscriminately on to open
land within the city areas.

The physical and chemical
characteristics of city refuse
show 40-60% of it is com-
postable and that it has ade-
quate nutrients, moisture
conient of 40-50%, and a car-
bon-to-ni ratio of 25:1 to
40:1. This indicates that com-
posting of city refuse can pro-
duce good quality organic ma-
nure and soil conditioner as a
cost which is much lower than
that of artificial fertilisers. It
should be mentioned here that
these types of manure and soil
conditioner are environmen-
tally friendly and more accept-
able now-a-days. The scope,
need, value, and Importance of
the conversian ol city refuse
into organic manure, in the in-
terest of both agriculture and
sanitation, demonstrate the
urgent need for undertak
the pilot compost plant as we
as pilot marketing of the prod-
ucts by Dhaka City Corpora-
tion.

Furthermore, a number of
low-lying area, measuring
thousands ol hectares, are
available around Dhaka city,
Dhaka City Corporation cou
usc these low-lying areas as
sanitary landfill site (s) by em-
ploying the appropriate techs
here it must

are subjec
implications for water qualily
must be considered.

The third and concluding
instalment will be published
tomorrow.

— — —

such a high price. I RAJUK
has given approval o the tin
sheds, then | shall say,
"BRAVO, RAJUK — it is only
you who can do such a thing?”

Whelher the sheds have
proval or not, these mullz
removed and this fs the de-
mand of the Guishan people. It
is a matter relating to the

cral residents of Gulshan.

skyline of Gulshan must be free
from such '



