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litics, at least not
s father seemed to
lay. Intrigued, he had decided
would talk to his father
about politics. Walking up to
his , Who was dressed in a
white panjabi and was reading
the papers; his pipe resting on
the table beside the telephone,
was slowly burning out. He
sat down and waited. As
sensing his curiosity, his dad
looked up.

"Abba, why is there a hartal
" today?” he inquired.

"In honor of my bhirthday,
didn't you know that?" he said,
looking back at his paper.

"Well, yes but why today?”

"The people wanted tb
honor me, and make a political
statement, you see they love
me very much.” He replied
with a content look on his face,

"But you were thc one who

! called the hartall”

"Just leave will you! [ just
want some peace.” Slamming
the paper down in disgust, his

‘finger pointed to the door be-
gan to twich.

"Okay! Okayl what does this
hartal do?" he continued un-
willing to quit since he now
had his father's attention,

"Well, it will weaken the
government (nto resigning.”

"But why? What's wrong
with it?"

"I'll tell you why! Because
the Government s corrupt and
has abused fts privileges and
has fouled cverything up!
That's why! Besides, their
leader s morally bankrupt! We
must liberate the people.” He
said raising his voice, a spittle
flying out the corner of his

Knowing fully well that this
was the time to stop, because
his father was getting
overzealous, as he always did
when the subject turned to
politics, he still probed on.

"So what do your peoplc
do?"

"'It'I;y stop all the vehicles

what good does that do?" he
asked, surprised "You're too
to understand politics,

t Fll tell you why anyway,

he streets are

As for the buses the govern-
ment oul. why should
they run we have called a

. 'We don't burn
the buses, we break some of
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nitely opposition or the
wouldn't be there, right? Aﬁ
we want is some peace, s0 we
use peaceful methods to get
our point across.”

"But today, your party has
burnt three private cars, two
motorcycles, eight rickshaws
and four buses!” he gasped.

“Yes, it has been a success-
ful day” his dad replied with a
smile. "If only the government
wasn't this stupid. | don't
know why they can’t see that
all the people support my

party.”
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by Sayed Talat Kamal

ing his hands as if in prayer.

government is stupid be-
cause they know that it costs
.the country millions in lost
revenues whenever a hartal is
called, yet they do not do the
right thing and stepdown.
They are completely unre-
sponsive to the fact that my
rickshaw puller brother, who
carns on a day to day basis may
starve all day. Also the fact that
they choose to ignore the last

prosperous.” .

"What ha ed?” '

"IN tell P;;E what hap-
pcned!” His anger rose and his
eyes started to quetver. "A group-
of so called” people liberators’
"demanded our resignation.”

"What did they do?”

"They had a series of har-
tals, the hartals weakened our
government, You see our gov-
ernment couldn't afford to lose
so much revenue, and foreign
exchange. They were running
our economy into the ground.”

"Foreign exchange? why did

r
¢ - s Y - I.-q..i._'.

‘How will the government

know?"

"Look, when you were out in
the car today, you saw for your-
sell that the people didn't
bring out their cars and sup-
ported my call for the removal
of government.”

"But you'll burmn their cars, if
they do. How do you know that
they support you?”

"It is obvious. You are just
loo young to understand.” He
replied slightly annoyed at the
preposticrous question,

"Allright, but why do you
call the government stupid?”

:Lm hartals this year, says it

Why don't you
hartals and
clse?

"No, that would only give
this totalitarian dictatorship
more time 1d steal all the
riches of my land.™ He was
getting excited again. 71t is so
sad that only during my fa-
ther's rule t WaS peace.
Before him was also a dictator *

"How was it during Dada's
tUme of rule? he asked, curi-
OUS NOW.

"Aaah! There was

stop calling
try something

" He

e

you lose foreign emchange?” he
asked, perplexed. |

"Because those unscrupu-
lous rascals would burn all the
buses, so we had to spend
valuable foreign exchange to
replace them.” |

"So why didn't you fust re-
sign?”

"What! and hamnd over the
power to an unruly bunch of
hooligans? Who kneew that har-
tals make the counitry and the
people suffer. yet diid not care?
These peopic had a total dis-
rrg:rd for both private and
public property | tell you such

k
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Clear Perception

‘must be stopped

now. These people
e . Besides i

are not lbp]l:ed will
squander our Ilimited re-
sources and run the economy
into the ground.”

"So you think that {f the
government re you can
take over? Just like that?"

"Nol we will hold an elec-
tion for the people to decide.”
Came the answer, with what
secemed to have an air of sar-
CASITL

"And you think you can win
this election?”

"Yes, if its fair and not

"But what if the present
government wins?" '

"Then we will know the
clections were rigged, only il
we win will we know that the
elections were fair. Its that
simple.” By this time he was
very excited and started mak-
ing a succession of calls. This
went on for about ten minutes,
after which he picked up his
paper and started reading.
There was a wide smile on his
face.
"Why are you so happy?” he
meekly asked. |

"All is set, tomorrow there
will be a huge public meeting
at Gullistan Chattor (Square).
From there we will lead a pro-
cession to the Press Club to lay
down our demands.”

"Do you expect a lot of peo-
ple?”

"Of course! we are the
pic's government! There will
be hundreds of thousands at-
tending.”

"Do you realize that some of
those who attend, might not
be supporting you and just
might come to hear what you
have to say, just like some of

| 'the people who go to the pres-

ident's meetings probably
don’'t support him and have
gooce to hear him out?”

"What honsense! Nobody
supports this leader! The ras-
cal pays all who attend. Do you
think would go other-
wise? Besides what could that
idiot have to say worth hear-
ing?!?" His eyes had started
bulging out of their sockets
and he was beginning to twist
his lps, : Just leavel
I've had enough of this conver-
sation!” His head began shak-
ing.

As he began to leave, he
heard his father say on a more
delicate note "When | become
president, and my party rules,
all the people will look up to
you to take over when | can no
longer.

“What is this! a Monarchy!
First Dada, you want to suc-
ceed him, then you want me to
lead aflter youl” he shouted,
raising his wvoice, completely
bewildered.

"Of course not.” His father

Time for a Change

DUCATION is one of

the birth rights ofa

human being and to
fullll this right, parents who
can afford to send thetr
childrem to schools, colleges,
universities etc. But what do
we get fromn these educational
institutioms— education? |
doubt that very much. | don't
know about colleges or univer-
sities becmuse | haven't fin-
ished schoo! yet. But I'm very
depressed at the poor condi-
tion of ediucation at school
level. As a school going student
I'm stating with regret that we
are nol

g.-u'lngwhltwenu t
to get from schools. ~

What s on at most
schools? There are sixty to
seventy stuadents in each sec-
tion of a chass. In my section,
there are seventy-one students
and in other sections of other
classes there are no less than
sixty students present each
day. So what happens at
length? Because of the huge
number of students, no

tention to each student. So he
or she remains ignorant about
the weak points of each stu-

| dent.

Students are not all equally
bright or invtelligent. There are

students who understand a

lesson remarkably quickly but
they are remarkably small in
number amd some students
pick up podnts within a rea-
sonable timmes; they are the
largest #n number. Than there
are others who get the matter
right after a long .... long time.
So, alter each lesson, it is seen
that about hall of the students
have leasnt but hall
have not. But the teacher
doesn’t care about that. He or
she T;:hu a matter once or
twice not uniit every single
student- has got it right
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Because of the huge number of
students, ‘one kind of teach-
ers’ mre unable to teach his/her

P“Pﬂ. K:perbr But what about
the o kind'?

The other kind of teachers
do not even try to give the
class a lesson. Teachers of this

don't care about stu-
dents much when students are
in classrooms.

d of bun-
dh::?‘ mcﬂhdmmqw by
at his/

pupil comfortably

own residence, but

do they give the students

proper education even in that

way? No, they don't. They

teach a student only selected

chapters which are so-called
‘important’.

As a result a student re-
mains ignorant about the book.
They just learn every word of
their ‘precious notes’ by heart
and then sit for the exams.

These 'experienced’ teach-
ers are very careful about
money. Their minimum fee
varies from Tk 1,000 to Tk
1,600. And | know a teacher
whose minimum fee s Tk
8,000 for two subjects
(Science and Maths) each
month. And he teaches a stu-
dent one hour a day and three
days a week, which means,
this "obhiggo’ teacher earns

Most of the teachers of
large schools, either belong to
the first category or to the
second category. So, education
cannot’ be achieved from
schools. But to the exams,
a student has E‘;hm: edu-
cation in some way or other.

Parents have to keep tutors
or send their young ones to

coaching cemtpes or homes of,
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long as their children edu-
cation because their is
tnuﬁr-qrtnhepu-rqh‘u
and from twice. Parents of fe-
male students have to wait,
because it's too and
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Can this situation go on for-
ever? No, it can't surely. It is

should think of providi
proper education in a sou
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: 74 cent of women depends on
pstick to
enhance thetr I:I:E' Lipstick not only vary in colour. but in

formation as well. John Lenno Harriso
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BLUSH: Blusher sure is some amazing make-up! About 60
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l-l' e blus "What s JR's favourite
sweet?”
"Ewing gum.”

“What do you say when an
clephantsits on your sofa?”
“It's time o get a new sofal”
"Doctor, doctor, | feel like a

cyes an
ordinary spoon.”
g - "Sit there and don't stir "
M:-!..F-hﬂnnhlm.:ﬂ+ . '
wand (the stick of the
mascara) and
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