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Dhaka, Friday, July 3, 1992

" For a Better Parliament

The return of the Awami League (AL)-led
Opposition to the Jatiya Sangsad, ending its
ﬂg {-day boycott, removes much uncertainties
which had overshadowed the parliament, espe-
cially during its present session. It is a pity that
the move came too late for the mainstream
Opposition to lead the discussion on the budget
or to join in the deliberation on the supplemen-

t budget for the out-going year, which was [i-
n.i%' passed on Monday.
e

re, the assurance offered by Finance Minis-
ter M Saifur Rahman on Tuesday that the propo-
sed budget for the current financial year would be
"amended and :ﬂd{usltd if required” is a helpful
one, albeit slightly patronising, which unders-
cores the need for the Opposition to make the
best of the remaining three weeks' time of the
budget discussion. Members of the mainstream
Opposition, the so-called alternative government,
thus have an opportunity of not only scrutinising
the budget but also of making their position on
the overall economic situation known to the

nation. Herein lies a challenge {or the members

of AL and the Five-party Alliance to demonstrate
that their solutions ol the pressing economic
problems facing the country are better than those
offered by the present government. If they can do
so, they will be taking a step forward in establi-
shing their credibility as a responsible and
eflective Opposition in the parliament.

As it resumes {ts participation in the parlia-
ment, the AL-led Opposition must also take stock
of its gains and losses stcmmirg from its boycott
of the Sangsad. There is little doubt that the is-
sues that prompted the withdrawal of the Oppo-
sition from the parliament were serious ones
which called for a dramatic, spectacular action
like a walkout from the parliament. That the
rulln% party could have helped in ending the boy-
cott by agrteinﬁvm the terms of the agreement
announced on Wednesday much earlier cannot
also be lightly dismissed. Alter all, even a casual
reading ol the joint declaration suggests that
there has hardly been any sell-out by one side or
the other on any of the four demands made by the
Opposition. So, we share the view privately ex-
pressed by many moderate elements in bﬂlﬁ Lthe
ruling Eart}r and the Opposition that the pro-
longed boycott by AL and its principal allies got
linked to the continuing power struggle between
the two sides, in which the Sangsad was caughl
in the crosslire, like an unwilling victim,

In reviewing the situation, the two sides should
maintain a dialogue for reaching a modus operan-
di for working together in the parliament,.in
their respective roles, without using the Sangsad
as a tool in the pursuit of their political objecli-
ves. Such a dialogue should be kept up at the level
of the two chief whips and. whenever the occasi-
on demands, between the two deputy leaders,
Badruddoza Chowdhury and Abdus Samad Azad.
Both sides should agree that while they may not
reach consensus on all national issues — the kind
of consensus this paper has been pleading for —
they should at least accept the need for free and

fair debate on the floor of the parliament on all

our problems, ranging from the campus violence
lo the transporl strike, from a rise in the prices
ol daily necessities to the economic situation in
rural areas.

Il the ruling party and the Opposition are to
give the parliament a new lease of life, a dialogue
even atl the level of the two deputy leaders may
not be enough. It is important that in the
changed scenario. the so-called back-benchers of
the ma{)&r parties play a more pronounced role in
the debates as well as in the decision-making
process of the parties concerned. This is possible
il the leaders of both the ruling party and the
mainstream opposition take urgent steps to pro-
mote inner democracy in their ranks, which
would not only strengthen the parliament as a fo-
rum for free and constructive discussion but also
give each and every member in the House a new
sense of involvement in what goes on at the Jattya
Sangsad. Let us learn a few lessons from the re-
cent deadlock in the parliament.

How to Let the Saplings Live

There is no doubt about the Prime Minister
planting a sapling on the occasion of opening of
the national tree plantation week. For there are
pictures of the event in the newspapers with the
PM and assorted hangers on doing a muna{aat
very possibly invoking providential insurance that
the sapling grow into a tree surviving human van-
dalism and animal appetite. This indeed could be
a more meaningful prayer instead of one seekin
success to the week. Very plainly because suc
weeks and campaigns — in the absence of any
evaluating mechanism, both short and long term
— are not designed to either succeed nrnlgail be-
yond the usual going through the motions such as
news paper supplements and a myriad inaugural
Flanungs by the Forestry functionaries and other
aces unlamiliar to the people. Theirs is not such
a standing with the society as would enthuse peo-
ple into emulating them. It is guaranteed that not
all such ceremonially planted trees live to be-
come useful contributors te mother earth's
health. By the same token it can be guaranteed
1t}hat of the millions of saplings touted to have

een
shamelully paltry percentage will live.

The nation hardly needs lectures on the virtues
of planting a tree. It needs action on a very big,

erhaps unprecedented visionary scale — and tru-
y eflective motivation of a tree-unfriendly society
into one that would universally treat all of green
life as sacred and believe adding to the member
of such to be an act of supreme virtue. Instead of
going about lecturing, the government, together
with political, social and cultural leadership,
should first of all mount a vigorous campaign
against all kinds of tree-felling. Let there be a
band of committed people who would rather give
life than allow anyone to take the life of a tree —
exactly as the car]»;' initiators of the great 'Chipko'
movement in the sub-Himalayan region did.

While the tree plantation week is still here we
want to suggest to the government a way to im-
prove upon the survival rate of the planted
saplings. While doing so we cannot help remem-
bering the endeavours of the late lamented
Dewan Mohammad Idris of Sabhar who first took
very eflective steps in the matter. He just
50,000 mango saplings to a minimum of 12 feet
height and coaxed the government to. buy and
plant them. Before his death in 1990 he forcefu
proved that saplings of this size can be mov
about ‘and planted with one hundred'per cent
chance of their survival. We urge the government
to accept this point of going for taller saplings.

correcl.
rcported that hardly at a dis-
tance ol 40 to 50 miles from
the enormous consuming cen-
tre of Dhaka, vegetables arc
rotting fn the fields or being
offered to the cattle. With the
onset of monsoon (transport
strike coinciding) are getting
reports ol rotting mangoes of
North Bengal and the wasted

planted by the end of the tree week a

VERYDAY from ecarly
morning, few thousand
hawkers with their

headloads of merchandise go
on hawking all sorts of
consumer goods throughout
the streets of Dhaka as well as
every other city and town of
the country. Their dally
turnover might amount to a
subsistence living, perhaps
slightly better than a day
labourer or could be worse if
the original nancing was [rom
moncy lenders. The numerous
hawkers., the street vendors
including panwallahs — all
together, the number of such
small time miniscule operators
would run into millions all over
the country. They perform a
very uscful trading service
reaching the mangocs of Raj-
shahi, the oranges of Sylhet or
the vegelables of Manikgan
upte our door-steps and that
too at little cost since the
hawkers f{ace intense competi-
tion and therefore hardly man-
age to retain the small
retailer's margin.

Over the yecars their number
has increased much more than
their turnover since the ca-
pacily of the headload cannot
possibly be increascd by any
stretch of imagination. How-
cver, the business can be cx-
panded if the hawkers manage
to progress from headload to

. scooter vans and then to mini-

trucks (pick-up wvans). The
turnover would incrcase by
100 times, it not more. Bul

" where are the farm produce to

fill up the vans and trucks?

Common sense diclales thatl

production must increcasc

first.

Lack of Communication

Unfortunately this is not
the Daily Star

pineapples of Chittagong Hill
Tracts. In fact, due to Lremen-
dous lack of communication as
much as one-third of the
highly perishable fruits and
vegetables of our country are
wasted It is a tragedy of the
worst kind inllic as malter
ol routine upon our fertile, yet
the bunger land

At the same time, with ini
Hation of the rural works pro-
ramme since 19608 and food
or works programme later on,
atleast Taka 500 crore in cash
and food must have gone into
the rural road construction ef-
forts so far. Unfortunately
thesc are only on papers. In
reality, we are still in the deep
mud and slush

It 1s not widely known that
the soll conditions of greatcr
Rajshahi districts are such that
during monsoon the rural
roads can be negotiated even
on foot with great difficulties.
As a result, a sizeable part of
thc mango and the Mtchi crops
have no alternative but to rot
in the rains. It is also not
known that excellent oranges
are grown in the Sazck valley
of the Hill Tracts but those can
be brought to the market only
by helicopters which is not a
fecasible proposition. Even
where there are roads, the
larm produce cannol reach the
markcts when the ferry cross-
ings across Jamuna bccome
uncertain during monsoon.
The sight of the long line of
trucks waiting for days to cross
the river during July/August is
far too common cvery year,

Remunerative Markets

The conclusions are there-
fore not far to seek. The
Investment for increasing agri-
cultural production will be
wasted unless remunerative
markcts can be ensured. [f
agricultural diversification is
the target, common sensc
dictates that we should iden-
tify the major producing arcas
of perishable fruits and veg-

etables and link them with all-
wealher roads so that the farm
produce find the timely access
to markets. Production will au-
tomatically start increasing
when wholesellers are able to
proceed directly to rural Hats
with their trucks and establish
a direct inkage with the farm-
crs. New varieties of vegetables
will make their appcarance
and attempts will be made to
Initiate late or carly planting in
order to stagger the produc
tion period. Thus both the vol-
ume and the marketing season
will expand

The graduation ef the
hawkers [rom hecad-load to
vans and trucks will then be-

promote agro-proccssing but
the essential rural access roads
are terribly lacking resulting in
the waste of potentially expen-
sive vegetables as cattle feed.
The strategy thercfore is —
let the domestic supplies be
augmented first by good, all-
weather roads to the hearts of
the main producing areas
Support to the headload hawk-
ers will be automatic. Next will
be production intensification
linked to agro-processing and
exports. Therefore start small
for the benefit of the street
hawkers and enable them to
expand their volume of busi-
ncss, may be through Grameen
Bank which will incvitably
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comc Lhe incvitable course of
growih provided casy access Lo
marketing credit {s also en-
sured. Take for example the
national highway starting from
Dhaka New Market and going
upto Aricha Ghat; i all weather
sccondary roads connect all
the Upazilas of Manikgan| dis-
trict tncluding the major rural
hals within a distance of 10
miles from the highway, then
supply of vegectables to Dhaka
all round the year could be
vastly augmented and it is not
only vegetables, supply of fresh
milk, egg and poultry 1s also
bound to go up. Next will be
the emergence of agro-pro-
cessing. The market for mango
Juice is very substantial in the
Middle East. Thailand earns
over 200 million dollars by ex-
porting canned pincapple fruit
and juice, while the world
trade in orange juice runs into
one billion dolHars with Brazil
as the monopoly supplier. The
cxisting programme for expan-
sion of rural electrification is a
very timely development to

open the way for the unfolding

ol the sustainable growth pro--

oCss

Support to Small
Operators

The support of small time
opcrators are however tre-
mendously lacking in owur
country. This is because we be-
licve in the big show: set up an
integrated textile mill where
the fibres cnter from one end
and the finished fabrics come
out from the other side. In-
stead, way not plan for the
rond and electricity networks
connecting all the weaving vil-
lages of greater Dhaka, Tangail

and Pabna districts. Arrange
for casy credit as well as tech-
nical support services so that
automatic looms replace the
handlooms. Private investment
for textile finishing would fol-
low. Even garment [actories
would come up and the back-
ward linkage Lo spinning mills
[or manulacture of yarn would
also be realised. :

Alming at the Small Beginning
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Let us therefore think smadl
at the beginning, If planning is

correct, soon the mini ven-
turcs biossom into medium to
large scale cnlerprises. A

rate of tndustrial growth
follow The reorientation of
development. | am suggesting
here involve a fundamental
change of the perception of
economic growth. The head
load hawker has a daily net
carnln? of around Taka 50
only. If it could double every
iwo years, the same meagre
amount will become taka
1,800 per day within 10 years
and over hall a million within
20 years. The important fac-
tor therefore is o search and
identify the potentials for ge-
ometric rates of progressfon of
growth, not the scale of opera-
tion at the starting point. Thus
our GNP per capita today is
only 200 dollars but if we
could double it every five years,
then, by the year 2012 from
today. our income level will be
comparable to a developed
country of today.

Of course development 1s
not a case of simple arfthmetic
but/like the fruit and vegetable
sellers or the weavers, potters
and blacksmiths are
assisted by credit, infrastrue-
ture and the know-how, there
are no reason why atleast few
thousand units of ceramics and
metal-working industries,
small to medium scale in size,
must not operating in our
country within the next 10 to
15 years. Same ought to be the
case with the fishermen of the
coast: within the next 20 years
atleast a million of them
traversing the seas in modern
trawlers should enlarge the
export of marine foods into a
multi-billion dollar export
business.

Economic Growth Par Ex-
cellence

Economic growth did never
come about through the smart
ung men prowling the corri

and counter-development.

Those youngmen should be
told to rofl up thetr trousers
and venture ot to the sea in
lishing boats;

within [ive branch off
into bigger boats. After 10
ycars, set up

or boat buflding yards. After

beginning, these young men
should emerge as big time cx-
poricrs, or bufiders, many of
them millionaires not in Taka
alone but in dollars as well
This is economic growth
excellence. Such uflh'h.:ir
In lens of thousands

engull the entire nation in the
so-called economic miraclke,
possibic only th dedt-
caled hard work with dirt in
the hand and the sun on the

face. There are no shoricuts
through t(he corriders of
power

And, there 1s nothing re-
vealing in what has been statod
sa far. The streets of Calcutia
arc littered with stories of
lélm;'le- who came to the
"City of Joy™ with simply noth-
ing but their Lota (the
water mug) and the Kambal
(blanket). started as door
to door vendors of sa-
rees but within few years man-
aged to open their own shops
and during the next 10 to 15
ycars, became big merchants —
even starting their own facto-
ries. this particular culture of
busincss and cnterprise devel-
opment is conspicuously lack-
ing, both in West Bengal and
Bangladesh. But never mind,
et us start with the hawkers
and the weavers, alming big
with a small beginning. We
musl be convinced that these
small timers hold the future of

Bangladesh.

China's First UN Forces Now in Cambodia

Yu Jiagang and Chen Hui write from Beijing

HE tralflic policeman
was taken aback and

stopped the military

1

jeep and a convoy of trucks

hurrying through the busy
intersection.

So were a crowd of pedes-
trians perplexed by the bluc
berets and the new [atigues
worn by soldiers — indeed an
unfamiliar sight on DBeljing
streets.

The traffic policeman
pointed to the "UN" sign on
the side of the white jeep.
"That stands for United
Nations peacc-keeping [orces,”
the driver said. "We arc mem-
bers of the pecace-keeping
forces.” The convoy was waved
on,
China's first United Nations
lroops were on their way to
cmbark for one of the most
unsettled places in the world,
Cambodia, impeded only mo-
mentarily by a curious policc-
man on point duty.

Chincse diplomacy played a
major part in bringing a solu-
tion to the 20-year-old
Cambodian dispute. Now its

\’\j leadership swept the

Shah from power 13

years ago, a young man went

off to DBritain to study. He

married a British woman and

is now the father of three
children.

He now believes the time
has come to return home. He
walits for his family's papcrs to
makes that trip, standing al
the crowded Iranian cmbassy
in London's posh district of
Kensington.

The young man refuses lo
identify himsclf but says more
than a decade in Britain has
convinced him that "corrupt
(Western) society”™ is not a
place to raise children.

The young man is an engi-
neer and he is confident about
finding a job back home. But
his rosy picture of the [uture is
blurred by his wile's apprehen-
sions, She [ears the implica-
tions of life in a radically dif-
ferent society in which family
control over the individuals is
far tighter, the role of women
far more restricted.

His story is similar to thosec

of thousands of Iranians who
left their country for cither

HEN Irani's religious

"blue helmet” force of 400 is in
the process of helping restore

normality to the ravaged
country.
The "blue helmet" tLag

comes out of the fact that UN
forces usually wear bluc hel-
mcts or blue berets.

A Chinese Foreign ministry
oflicial points oul that since
November 1856, the UN
Security Council has sent
peageskerping forces on eight
oecasintis, which i(nvnlved
50,000 soldiers in total and
cost USS4 billion.

But it was not until this
March that China founded its
first "blue helmet” force, a
miliftary engineering unit, at
the request of United Nations
Sccretary-General Boutros
Ghali.

In October’ 1991, foreign
ministers and lecaders [rom 19
countries gathered in Paris to
sign the Paris Pecace Accord to
cnd the Cambodian problem.
To help Cambodia’s [our par-
ties . betlter implement the
Accord, the UN decided to

personal or political rcasons
when  Ayatollah Ruhoellah
Khomeini established an [s-
lamic republic in 1979. Now,
many of them are strcaming
back for the first time Lo ci-
ther scitle in or visit their
country of birth.

At the Iran Air office at
London's Heathrow Airport, an
official estimates that sales of
one-way tickets [rom London
to Teheran have risen rceently
by 30 per cent in the pasl ycar.
The airline’s three flights a
weck to Teheran are solidly
booked.

"The situation has chan-
ged,” the official added.
"People left Iran after the revo-
lution becausc they didn't trust
the government. Years later
they began to rcalize that
everything is normal. The
situation is under control,
people are more sccure.”

Elected president after
Khomeini’s decath in 1989,
Hashemi Rafsanjani started a
serics of reformist economic
policics and a subtle rap-

They are armed with submachine guns and pistols.
"But we are permitted to use them only for self-

defence," says one officer.

dispatch peace-keeping forces
to Cambodia. In mid-February
this year, Secrelary-Gencral
Ghalil requested that China, as
ene of the [ive permanent
Sodnirfed o t(lié Seeurlty
Council, send 47 military ob-
servers and al least. 3000
peace-keeping army engincers.

The Chinese government
promptly agreed, in April, 30
members of China's “blue
berets” flew to Phnom Penh,
Another 370 members carry-
ing equipment and vehicles
arrived on April 23 aflter more
than ten days journey by train
and ship. They will serve in
Cambodia for 18 months.

China's 400 member force
is responsible for such engi-
neering work as the mainte-
nance of airports, roads and
bridgcs.

All the soldiers are compe-
lent, but they're not specially
singled out from the army, says
Licutenant Colonel Li Jinyong
head of the unit.

5% A Rcent yehrs, Lthe com-

bat effectivencss of all troops

has improved a lot. So it is °

unnecessary to choose thosc
we belicve are topnotchers in
the army,” Colonel Li says.

Licutenant Colonel Gao Jun,
another UN blue-helmet, says
the average age of the soldiers
in this unit is 20 and the
average age ol the officers is
30.

"More than 80 per cent of
the officers are college gradu-
ates or with some years of uni-

- versity behind them, and more

than 90 per cent of the sol-
diers are high school gradu-
ates,” Colonel Gao adds.

Iranians who fled their homeland when the
Shah was toppled in the 1979 Islamic
Revolution in the mid-Seventies are now
returning home. But will realities match
expectations? Danah Saadawi-of IPS reports

from London.

prochement to the West, thus
breaking away [rom Khomeini's
hardline policies. Parliamen-
tary elections in May gave Ral-
sanjani's followers a majority of
seals in the Majlis, Iran's Par-
liament.

The government is puttin
the word out for exiles, saltf
Vahe Pelrossian, a specialist in
Iranian allairs at the London-

"based Middle East Economic

Digest. "Ministers are speaking
at gatherings of Iranians and
assuring people they will get
their properties back. Word
has gotten round.”

Rafsanjani's regime still has
a tough battle ahcad to erase
Khomeini's legacy, Petrossian
said. It has to tackle an inflated

and incfficient government bu-
rcaucracy, move the economy
[rom wartime central planning
to a frec market economy and
devaluate the currency.

But to lure wealthy busi-
ncssmen, Petrossian said eco-
nomic reforms must coincide
with . pelitical liberalisation.
Against this backdrop, exiles
are returning: some because
they have run out of money,
others in.search of new oppor-
tunitics or to regain their
properties, and still others
because they are homesick.

Standing in the passport
control queue at Heathrow
before departure of a flight to
Teheran, lranians of all walks
of life secem rclaxed. Rafsanjani
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The unit shifted to its "blue
hclmet” mission within  six
days after it received the or-
der. The soldiers threw them-
sclves into intensified training,
which covered firing practice,
mountain climbing, and gru-
clling cross-country excrciscs.

One night just before leav-
ing, a bugle call broke the
silence. In less than ten min-
utes, the soldiers were mus-
tcred and ready to move. A
slall oflicer says this manoeu-
vre enhanced Lheir adaptabil-
ity, readying them to fulfil the
240-km deployment in
tougher conditions after they
arrive in Cambodia.

[ie notes that the present
temperatures in Cambodia go
as high as 40  degrees
Centigrade. The heat is aggra-
vated by constant rains over
several months. Malaria is also
common. And many areas arc
sccded with mines yet to be
removed.

"And in the first 60 d:l}'! of
our arrival, we have to live oll
the rations and supplics we

Khomeini's Exiles Return Home

is normal, not a crazy mullah,
says Yacob Mirzai, a business-
man whose daughter Lalch
ltives in London but plans to
return to Iran.

Rafsanjani is better than
Khomeini, Laleh says, articulat-
ing a vicw few dare to express
opcnly. She thinks he is doing
his best to improve the eoun-

. try and says Rafsanjani is

modern.”

Laleh’'s brother, who is.in
his mid-twenties, returned to
Iran to work with their father
after spending 11 years in Bri-
tain. He says he would not have
returned had he found work
here. But a veiled young
woman puts forward a radically
different view. "1 love Iran. |
was born and raised there and.
I will go back when | finish my
sludies.”

The exiles’ perspective on
cvents in Iran appears diller-
cnt from that of those who

“stayed in the country after the

revolution.
[3asic commodities in Ilran

carry, until the UN brings its
provision. Il we don't have
good physical condition and
military skills, we would hardly
be able to carry out our
mission,” he says.

As they are engaged in
international peace-keeping
for the first time, the soldicrs
have received education on UN
Regulations, the Paris Accord
and the social and natural con-
ditons of Cambodia.

An ofliger with the logistics
department says that the blue
berets, cap badges, shoulder
emblems and scarfs are pro-
vided by the UN. The UN is to
spend some US$2 billlon on
peace-keeping operations in
Cambodia. A total of 15,900
soldicrs are committed, among

which 2,230 are ¢ rs
from China, Pnlnrl:g and
Thailand.
Colonel Li Jinyong says thcy
are armed with submachine
guns and pistols. "But we are

permitted to use them only
for self-defence,” he adds.
ws Asia
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arca sold al outrageous prices
when at all available. This,
critics, has made life difficult
for the average citizen. With
thetr foreign currency exiles
have a headstart. Given the
exchange rate ol 142 tumans
to a dollar, the government has
an interest in courting wealthy
exiles.,

Mechdi Khonsari, an adviser
to Shah Reza Il, the toppled
Shah's son who claims the
throne from his exile in Wash-
ington, concedes the Iranian
government is presenting it-
scil in a gentler way. "The [a-
cade has changed but whether
the content has remains to be
secen,” Khonsarl said.

"You cannot improve eco-
nomic and social conditions if
you don't allow people free-
dom,” he said. Khonsari
belicves Rafsanjani is trying to
liberalise lran, but criticises
him for not truly giving Irani-
ans the right to choose their
own leaders.

He points to the constitu-
tion, which says Iranians must
rclinquish political activism.
“They must allow a situation
where Iranian people count for
something” Khonsart said.
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Pseudonyms are accepted.
address.
Lemon 'sharbet’

Sir, Most of our people are
poor who cannot afford im-
ported drinks available in the
market. Home-made lemon
Luh':e (sharbet] is definitely

etter than imported drinks.
We should also squeeze a le-
mon piece in each and every
meal as pointed out in a news
item... lemon may prevent
cancer: published in a local
daily on June 2. It was re-
ported in Tokyo that squeezed
lemon if juice can kill danger-

Letters for publication in
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

tions must bear the writer's

these columns should be

However, all communica-
real name, signature and_

ous carcinogens, Vitamin C in
[resh lemon eradicated car-
cinogens that formed on Lhe
charred surface of grilled [ish.

The researchers developed an
electronic device to measure
accurately the level of free rad-
ical substances that have a Righ
rate of chemical reaction and
are believed to cause cancer
and other discases. Vitamin C
successfully neutralised the
high level of f[ree radicals
detecled on the surlace of
charred fish, researchers said.

Prevention {s better than

e e — — ————— ==

cure, As we could not use ex-
pensive drug for cancer so we
have te look into our food and
cnvironment to save ourselves
[rom this dangerous discase.
Incidence of cancer will be re-
duced {[ we squecze lemon in
cvery meal and drink home-
made lemon (sharbet) with wa-
ter and sugar juice every now
and then avoiding smoking.

M Alauddin
West Nakal Para, Dhaka

Late Dr Sattar

Sir, On June 11 The Daily
Star published culogy on late
Dr Sattar, Mr A R Chowdhury's
able hand painted a short but
apt pen picture. What he nar-
rated about Dr Sattar is vivid in
the minds of those with whom
he came in contact. Signifi-

~cantly,

people of Sharasti
remember him with fondncess
and respect. Late Dr Satlar was
untiring in his efforts to uplift
the lot of school going stu-
dents. His contribution toward
female education of the arca
will be cherished wilh love and

affection. It seems he was a life

dedicated to service to the un-
der-privileged. As detailed by
Mr A R Chowdhury, it is re-
markable that Dr Sattar could
do so mueh in so short a time.
Considering other aspects of
his activities, it is not all the
fact that he was a CSP officer.
Basically, he attuned himsell
with the nceds of the fellow
beings — with their sufferings
and helplessness. Herein lies
the greatness of a man, that is
Dr Sattar — a humane gentle
soul. May Allah grant him cler-
nal peace (Amen).

One feels small when in the
second paragraph, the praise

of ersiwhtle CSI’ is introduccd
in such a mournfiul momenil.
The cadre ol erstwhile CSP
was, conlinues to be and will
remain a controversial subject.
As a class, they do not incline
to be what the socicty at large
expected them to be. Of com-
mitment arrogance, dislike etc
— so ably depicted by the
learned writer — less said 1s
better spoken. All that could
be authoritatively said is that
this administrative system was
imposed on the independent
country without reference o
the people’'s culture, history
and aspirations. The writer, an
hon'ble MP, speaks of allrition
of Ayubian era. Dut it is this
same system that this cadre
worked, as il in vacuum and
that too in assoctation with the
marshall system, even up lo
the other day. It is no good
now crying of atirition. One
pays for what one buys, In

manncrs, Lhey seem to have
succumbed to the element of
arrogances luxury and
monopoly of power and privi-
lege.

It has been the combined
might ol the people lo rool

. that put. The honble PM ol the

country said the other day, all
cadres are equal in the cye of
the government. Late Dr Sat-
tar, al least, saw the equality of

men.

All the same, Mr Chowd-

hury himsell was, first and
foremost a freedom Mghter,
and sccond, a brilliant student
and a successful CSP officer. |
beg to differ with him on his
views of CSP officers as a class.
And he, of all of us, should
know, why. Afier all, he is one
ol us — the mass.

Afeal Hamid -
Nhanmondl, R/A. Dhaka



