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Upazila

KISHOREGAN.J

Blackmarketeers,
students clash:
5 hurt

From Our Correspondent

July 1: Five persons includ-
ing two students were injured
in a clash over the issue of
selling cinema ticket by

blackmarketeers at Kishore-
ganj town recently.

According to reports, Some
student went to local Universal
Cinema hall for witnessing a
picture. At the end of the show
a clash ensued between the
students and blackmarketeers
that lasted an hour in which
two sludents namely Babul,
Ataur Rahman and rickshaw-

puller Taher, Mia Hossain and ~

a businessman Abdul Matin re-
ceilved injuries.

Police, however, brought
the situation under control.

RAJSHAHI

Quacks on
Increase
From Our Correspondent

July 1:
quacks (village doctors) is in-
creasing rapidly in nine upazi-
las of the district.

According lo sources, the
problem of unemployment has
become acute and over 70
cent of the people of the dis-
trict are living below poverty
line.

A large number of uates
and HSC passed unemployed
youths have chosen this pro-
fession to earn their livelihood
in absence of jobs.

It is alleged that in most
cases, treatment done by these
quacks is wrong as diagnosis of
diseases in most of the cases is
incorrect due to lack of proper
knowledge. These quacks also
sell substandard medicines to
the patients.

Social workers urged the
authorities concerned to stop
these illegal practice,

TANGAIL

Work for new

voters list
begins

July 1: Work for new voters
list in Tangail Paurasava
started on Wednesday accord-
ing to the schedule announced
by the election commission,
reports BSS.

One registration officer, six
assistant registration officers,
thirty five supervisors and one
hundred and thirty-five enu-
merators have been engaged
for the preparation of the list
from six wards of the
paurasava.

Preparation of draft roll for
Gopalpur Paurasava also began
on Wednesday according to
report reaching here.

BarmaL
Training course
on social
leadership ends

July 1: A six-week long
training course on social lead-
ership concluded at the Barisal
Development Soctety (BDS)
premises Friday last, reports
BsSs.

Organized by the Barisal
Development Society, 51
members of different non-gov-
ernment organizations partici-
pated in the training course

The participants are from
Barisal, Jhalakati, Gopalgan|.

Madaripur and Patuakhali dis-
tricts

On the concluding day a
function was held under the
chairmanship of Linus Adhir
Das, Executive Director. BDS
Nurul Alam Khan, DC. Barisal
the certificatles

among the participants. A cul-
tural flunction was held at the

end of the certfficate awarding
cercmony.

IE

Police recover
woman's body

Upazila on June 20
it s that Firoza
Begum (19) was married 110
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The number of -

roundup
CHANDPUR
Cultivable

lands losing
fertility
From Our Correspondent

July 1: Cultivable lands in
different upazilas of Chandpur
district have lost fertility to
produce desired crops.

The fertility of lands have
becn decreasing day by day due
to cxtensive use ol soil to pro-
duce number of crops all the
ycar round. The population
boom in the rural areas has
made an unprecedented pres-
surg¢ on cultivable lands to
grow more food for additional
population to eat. The farmers
can not keep their land fallow
afller harvesting of crops. They
prepare the same land for the
nexi crop.

According to agricultural
experts that the production
capacity of cultivable lands
have been decreasing gradually
due to excessive use of fertil-
izer. It is reported that about
60 per cent cultivable lands of
the district have lost Sulphur
and Zinc. So, these lands can-
not produce desired crops.

The agricultural experts
opined that the farmers should
used Zinc [ertilizer to add
fertility of the land. The fertil-
ity of the soil is [ast decaying
in "Chandpur Irrigation
Project” and "Meghna-Dho-
nagoda Irrigation Project”.
These lands are used to pro-
duce three crops round the
year. So, the fertility of the soil
are gradually decreasing.

SATKHIRA

Int'l Day
against drug
abuse observed
From Our Correspondent

July 1: International Day
against Drug Abuse was ob
served here on Junc 26,

Different social organisa-
tions chalked out elaborate
programmes lo create mass
awarencss about the adverse
effects of drug abuse and ad-
diction.

The distriet administration

" arranged & deminar held at the ¢

Deputy Commissioner's con-
ference room. Katebur Ra-
hman, Deputy Commissioner,
Satkhira presided over the
scminar,

The seminar was also ad-
dressed among others by Abdul
Muttalib, President, Press
Club, Abdul Jalil Moaondal,
Narcotics Inspector, Taimur
Reja Chowdhury, ASP, Siraju-
ddowla ADC (Gencral) of
Satkhira spoke on the occa-
sion.

MANIKGANJ

Hats, bazars
In pitiable
condition

From Our Correspondent

July 1: Hats and bazars of all
the seven upazilas of the dis-
trict are in pitiable condition

causing great inconveniences
to both the buyers and sellers.

Shopkeepers said that most
of the hats and bazars have bad
drainage system and the situa-

lion become worse durtng the |

rainy scason. Absence of public
loflets in the maximum hats
and bazars have been causing
Immense problems to Lhe

pcople

Morcover, filths and garb-
ages are being dumped in the
barzar arcas emitting bad odour
and helping the breeding of
mosquiloes.

Local people and shop own-
crs have demanded early de

velopment and proper mainte-
nance of the markets.

NARSINGDI
Body of police
constable
recovered

From Our Correspondent

July I: A body of a police
man was recovered from the
Mecghna river which was (oat-

ing under Ralpura Upazila re-

it s learnt that the victim
was identified as Aminul Islam
(30), a police constable of the
Cox's Bazar Police Station

It s further known that he
came o Bhairab to visit one of

¢

his relatives. The cause of his
death could nol ascertained
immediately
Another report adds: One
“Errumhy-
car on -Sythet Highway
near Kukurrmar
Ratpura Upazila
it s learmt
the
ing
from behind
lodged
connection

Heaps of hilsa rotting|
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BARISAL: Thousands of hilsa fishes have been rotting every day due to transport strike.

.........

— Star photo

‘at Barisal

BARISAL, July 1: Hilsa and
other fishes worth lakhs of
taka have been rolting every

day due to continuous bus and
truck strike.

The fishermen of different
southern districts catch fishcs
and come to Barisal for selling
the collection which is ulli-
mately transported to other
places of the country, But for
the transport strike, the huge
quantity of fishes particularly
the hilsa fishes are rotten ev-

ery day.

It can be mentioned here
that about 2,000 maunds of
fishes are brought here from
different places of the south-
ern region of the country every
day which are being sold to the
traders of various places.

At least ten thousand
maunds of fishes in packels
worth Taka 1.5 crore have
been lying at Barisal port un-
der the open sky.

The fish traders told this
correspondent that prices of
fishes have decreased at least
by Taka 200 per maund due to
the on<going strike by the bus
owners and workers.

Huge quantity of hilsa fishes
are transported to northern
districts every day by trucks.

The fishermen and traders
have urged the government to
end the transport strike and
help them continue their trade
which can also deercase the

value of differcnt goods includ-

From Our Correspondent

ing fish. " .

The Election Commission
has already started preparation
of new voter list in more than
hundred pourashava areas in
the country.

Accordingly, preparation of
voter list in Barisal and Baker-
ganj poura areas has also been
started from June 24 and is
likely to completed soon,

The electricity extension
project to four southern dis-
tricts of the country at a cost
of Taka 37 crore i{s nearing
completion,

The districts covered by
this programme are Mad-
aripur, Jhenidah, Magura and
Chuadanga.

The project is being aided
by the International Devel-
opment Association (IDA).

| According to an ollicial
source, the programme in-
cludes extension and repair of
11 kv and 4 kv electric lines in
these districts.
BBesides, 239 transformers
will be established in the pro-

ject areas.
About 80 pcr cent work of
the project have alrcady been

completed and the rest will be
completed soon.

While completed, 20,000
residential and 200 commer-
clal connections will be given
in these districts, the sources

added.

Prices of fertilizers
have shown a surprisc in the

markets of southern districts
of Barisal, Patuakhali, Bhola,
Jhalakathi and Borguna since
the last month.

Due to price hike of the
fertilizers in these districts,
production of IRRI and boro
paddy have been affected
greatly.

With the scope of price
hike, a section of Unscrupulous
fertilizer traders have created
artilficial crisis of fertilizers
and taking more price [rom
the farmers. Some places fer-
tilizers are actually short and
hard to get.

It can be mentioned here
that lakhs of farmers of south-
ern region who had been af-
fected by flood and continuous
drought are the worst aflceted,

Prices of [fertilizers {n
Barisal, Patuakhali, Jhalakathi
and Borguna has increascd at
least 15 to 20 taka per bag,

The Urea is being sold at
Taka 250 per bag which was
sold at Taka 215 per bag lew
days befare, .

It is also to be mentioned
here that prices ol TSP fertil-
izer have increased in phases
by Taka 40 to 50 per bag. Urea
Taka 25-30 per bag and MP by
Taka 50 to Taka 65 during last
three months.

It is feared that due to price
hike of fertilizers production
of IRRI-boro and jute may be
hampered greatly and may not
reach the targets.

7000 saplings planted already

Massive afforestation programme

CHANDPUR, July 1: The
Chandpur Zila Parishad has
taken up a massive programme
ol aflorestation involving an
amount of Taka 2 lakh, says an
official source.

The secrctary of the zila
parishad Abul Hossain told
UNB that the aflorestation
programme was being imple-
mented from the first week of
this month.

About 7000 saplings of

Case against
college managing
body filed

JAMALPUR, July 1: A case
has been lodged with the
District Judge Court against
the Managing Committee of
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman College
for occupying a private land
forcibly, reports UNB,

it was alleged that 2.65
acres of private land was

foreibly occupied by the
Managing Committee of the
college with the help of

college students.

+ mchogony, shishu,

raintrec,
chambol, coconut, betel nut
and jackfruit have already been
planted. on both sides of the
10-mile long Kochua-Kaliapara
Road.

Planting of another 7000
saplings is going on under the
supervision of the zila parishad
on both sides of the eight mile
long Baburhal and Matlab road,
he said.

Proper protection and su-
pervision of all these 14,000
saplings will also be ensured by
the zila parishad, he added.

Twentyseven HSC exami-
nees from five upazila centres
of the district were expelled
for adopting unfairmeans in
English first paper examina-
tions on the third day Monday.

Of them, 11 were expelled
from Kachua, 10 from Shah-
arasti, four from Matlab and
one each [rom Hajigan| and
Sadar upazila centres.

According to offlicial sour-
ces, the examinations are
being held in peaceful atmo-
sphere and no untoward inci-

dent occurred so far.
Work has began on the con-

struction ol ferry ghats on both

the banks of the Dakatia river
between Natun Bazar and
Puran Bazar area of Chandpur
town.

The work involves an
ameunt ol Taka 3.86 lakh and
is being executed by the local
unit ol Roads and Highways
Department.

The work is expected to be
completed within one month.
When completed, the long-fcit
need of ferry services will be

Tk 1.60 cr
electricity
bills remain
unrealised

MADARIPUR, July I:  Ap
amount ol Taka ].60 crore ol
electricity bills has remained
unrealised In the town for a
long time, report UNB.

The local Power Develop
ment Board sources sald they
slarted disconnecting the
power line of the defaulting
consumers alter giving due
notice.
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a state of decline

MAULVIBAZAR, July 1: Maul-
vibazar Government Boys High
School has already crossed a
hundred years of its existence.
It was established in 1891.
Arrangements for the "Cente-

‘nary Festival" celebration, how-
ever, remains very much, un-
certain.

Although it is said that the
Maulvibazar School was opened
in 1891, there are evidences
pointing to an ecarlier estab-
lishment. It will be hard to
find many schools this old.

The fact is the school was
started in 1885 as a "Middle
English School” at Sayerpur
Pargona of the present Maul-

was upgraded as a "Higher
English School.”

There were no one founder
of the century-old Maulvibazar
Government High School. A
number of enthusiastic per-
sons started eflorts to establish
a Higher English School at
Maulvibazar town and pcople of
the locality joined them.

Mr Harakinkar Das, advo-
cate, who was a local leader of
the National Congress of Gan-
dhijee, and also the first Vice-
Chairman of the Maulvibazar
Municipality took the [irst
inftiatives along with one of his
friends, Mr Prasanna Kumar
Gupta to establish such a
school at Maulvibazar town.

The famous Gupta family of
Dolia village under the sub-di-
vision donated land for the
school. At that time they also
collected cash donation from
the people amounting to Taka
13 thousand. During that pe-
riod (1891), Taka 13 thousand
was suflicient money to set up
a higher English school.

vibazar town. After six years, it ,

by Rajat Kanti Goswami

landed property, the school is
in first position among the
schools of Maulvibazar,

It may also be mentioned
here that during the British
rule there were more than 5
government high schools in
the areas of greater Sylhet. In
the other parts of the country,
there was only one govern-
ment high school in each dis-
trict. These schools were kno-
wn as Zila schools. There were
no Zila schools in Sylhet area
because here were more than
one high school under govern-
ment ‘management.

The school under
calamities

The progress of the school
was not very smooth. It suf-
fered from calamitous prob-
lems at l:Er;st three times.

In the year 1930, the then
Director of Public Instruction
(DPI) of Assam Mr Cunning-
ham decreed that guardians of
the students of the schools
must sign a bond undertaking
that their sons or wards will
not be involved in politics. At
that time anti-British move-
ments surged under the ban-
ner of "Swadeshi-Andolon” all
over the sub-continent. People
from all walks of life supported
and joined the movement. So
Assam government wanted to
block the students from join-
ing the tide.

People of Sylhet protested
al once against this circular
and they built up a movement
against the circular. At one
stage students and the general
pcople burnt Maulvibazar H E
School as a part of the move-
ment together with others
such as Kashinath H E School

e
o e

Mr Harakinkar Das was
clected as scecretary of the
Managing Committee of the
newly established school and
he continued in that capacity
till 1914,

Eminent personalities of
the society scrved the school
as leachers. Mr Dwijendranath
Niogee M. A. was the first
headmaster of the school.

‘First graduate of the then
Sylhet District Mr Sharat Cha-
ndra Chowdhury was the seco-
nd head teacher. He joined the
school in 1899. But Mr
Chowdhury's services were

terminated after a short while
for his writings against the
Lthen British Government. "Dewvi
Juddha” a book written by him
was banned and forfeited by
Lthe then Government of As-
sam. "Sharater Gaan" (Songs
written by Sharat) is even now
very much popular in the rural
arcas ol Bangladesh and West
Bengal of India for its patriotic
appcal. He was one of the
three "Chandra” bards in the
then Bengal. The other two
Chandras were Hema Chandra
and Nabin Chandra.

Nationalisation of
the school

Alter the establishment, the
school earned fame in the ed-
ucation sector of the then As-
sam Province of undivided In-
dia for its bright results in dif-
ferent examinations.

It may be mentioned, Sylhet
disirict with its 58 Sub-Divi-
sions — North Sylhet (Sylhet),
South Sylhet (Maulvibazar),

| Habigonj, Sunamgonj Kari-

mgonj (now in India) formed |

Surma Valley of the then
Assam Province of India.
in 1914, the then Assam
government of undivided India
had taken over the -
ment of Maulvibazar HE Sch-
Innl.nndfmmthuumﬂw—

upgraded as a government
school.

After the nationalisation of
the school, the Assam govern-
ment acquired more land for
its hostel, teachers accommeo-

— Btar photo | datton and playgrounds. For its

MAULVIBAZAR : The 100-year-old Maulvi
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ol Maulvibazar, Portious H E

School of Rajnagar, Pilot H E

School of Sylhet and Raja G C
Higher English School of Syl-
het.

After 41 years of that occur-
rence, in 1971, at the end of
“Liberation War" of Bangladesh,
the school was again damaged
by mine explosion. At that time
the main building of the school
was damaged totally, and 17
Muktijoddhas were killed in
that tragic incident.

In 1984, during the devas-
tating floods of the river Monu,
the school buildings were
submerged and valuable docu-
ments were damaged. This
flood also claimed the life of
Mr Arju Miah, physical instruc-
tor of the school.

Golden Jubilee of the school
was celebrated in the year
1942. Famous philologist Dr
Mohammed Shahidullah was
attended as chiefl guest, while
D Pl of Assam Mr Satish
Chondra Roy attended as spe-
clal guest in the festival

Maulvibazar Government
Boys' H School produced a
cluster of stars. Some brilliant
students of the school earned
name and fame at national and
international level,

Dr Syed Mujtaba All, the
famous scholar and writer, ed-

‘ucationist and the first Ph D

degree holder among the Mus-
lim community of Assam was
the student of this school.
Eminent scientists Dr
Surendranath Dhar and Dr

bazar Government Boys High School building.

Shashi Bhusan Mali, Dr Ma-
hendranath Dey who stoed
first class first in Mathematics
from Calcutta University, Syed
Mostalfa Ali, the writer,
Martuza Ali, Nirad Baran
Goswami who received gold
medal on education from the
Indian President, were the
students of this school.

Editor of The Daily Star and
internationally known journal-
ist Mr S M Ali, Finance Minis-
ter Mr Saifur Rahman, former
Minister Mr Zakaria Chowd-
hury, former Executive Direc-
tor of ESCAP and Under Sec-
retary of United Nations Mr
SAMS Kibria, Managing Direc-
tor Biman Bangladesh Airlines,
Mr Abdul Muid Chowdhury,
Chairman of National Revenue
Board, Mr Nurul Hussain Khan,
Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Finance, Mr Mofaz-
zal Karim, Professor in Sociol-
ogy of Dhaka University Dr
Rangolal Sen, former Divisional
Commissioner of Chittagong
Mr Ali Hayder Khan, Dr
Khalilur Rahman, Doctor
Satyabrata Dey, ‘Dr Anadi
Prasad Bhattac ee were also
the students of the school.

In the recent days it {s not
same old Maulvibazar Govern-
ment Boys' High School. It has
lost all lustre. Wholesale ne-
glect is forcing the institution
into an all-round decline.
There is no head master for
about a decade. Lack of ac-
commodation and staff short-
age are two main problems of
the century-old school. Con-
struction of a new building is
in progress and when com-
pleted can help to some extent
in meeting the accommodation
pressure,

— Star pheto

With a view to celebrating
the centenary of the school, a
commitiee comprising the
district administration and
enthusiastic persons was
formed and in this connection
some preparation was made,
but all on a sudden all prepara-
tory activity was suspended.
There is now no sign of inter-
est on the part of the district
administration or the school
authority in celebrating the
cenlenary.

Old students of the school
now living in the locality and
working in varfous professions,
blamed the Centenary Festival®
Committee as an incompetent
one, because — according to
them — most of the commitiee
members were not the stu-
dents of the school nor were
they even connected with the
school in any form. They also
alleged that, during the for-
mation of the Centenary Com-
mittee, former teachers, stu-
dents and employees of the
school were neglected by the
authority concerned. Some
quarters with the help of ad-
ministration wanted to make
political gain oul of the event,
old students said. When some
leader of old students of the
school disclosed this in a rally,
then preparations of the cen-
tenary were suspended by the
administration. The Deputy
Commissioner is a
silent role and he is the'
chairman of the Centenary Fea-
tival Committee.

HSC exams : 27
expelled on
second day

KUSHTIA,
seven HSC examineecs were
expelled from 10 centres of
the district on the second day
the examination today
(Saturday) fer adopting unfair
means, reports UNE~

On the first day of examination
on Thursday, 31 examinees
were expelled from different
centres ol the district.

July I Twenty- |

Massive aus

farming plan

GAZIPUR, July I: A
scheme has been taken up to
bring 55,087 acres of land
under aus, 1297 acres under
broadcast aman cultivation in
the low lying areas and 3400

acres for summer vegetables
during the current season,

reports UNB.

According fte Agriculture
Extension ment, of the
total, 20, acres will be

brought under high ylelding
aus :



