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protected.
The reason is quite clear. If
this t-shaped ne had not

been buillt at Eklaspur, under
Matlab Upazila of Chandpur
District, the much publicised

-Dhonagoda Irrigation
Profject (MDIP}] would have
been endangered by this time.
The Taka 150.4 crore MDIP
would have been lost In the
rivgr eroston.

The work of the groyne was

in May this ycar.
The Taka 10- crore project
funded by the Asian
Development Bank ( ADD)
started in April 1991. “Nol
that it will only protect the
MDIP, we are expecting an-
other big result from the em:
bankment”, a senior official o
Water t Board
told a group of visiting
journalists on the project spol
recently, “We hope to change
the course ol current of Lhe
mighty Padma.”

Eklaspur is the confluence
point of the two mighty rivers
of the country— the Padma
and the Meghna. As the two
rivers have merged, it is a
wonderful t to look at the
vastness of water [lowing
downstream towards the
ocean. While going on launch,
one would feel lost at the vast.
ness ol the water, sometimes
even the banks vanish out ol

é’ﬁ‘

s L - ! . ; .
w1“I|l'lillii engineers say Eklaspur The Meghna — Dhonagoda Irrigation Project (MDIP) is the life force of 25,000 acres of land

has become a major crosion-al-
fected area because the confly-
ence of the Padma and the
Meghna shifted northwards
from Chandpur to that point in
the last 20 years due to shill-
ing of the Padma. The Padma
which earlier met the Mcghna
near Surashwar, has moved
about 20 miles north.

Since the Padma flows
castward near Eklaspur, the
combined waler mass ol the
two rivers, about 1.5 lakh cubic
meter per second in the peak
scason, gushes with all ferocity
towards Eklaspur. It hits the

and has made
vu , A0
ofMiclals

bank
point most
wDB :
built - groyne

the t
cording to
"The newly

would deflect the current ol

the Padma away (o the wesl,
an

the groyne remains stable for
some years,

engincer of WDB said, “If

by Inam Alhmed

1988. The groyne. first of s
kind would stop such occur-

rences. This type of ne
was [irst tried nml:rl:;" at
Damudar Valley in india

"The MDIP is the hope of

the people of Matllab Upazila,
we must save 1t [ream erosion

the current of the a WDB official sard. The MDIP

about to be eroded S Al
said,” We removed our
:‘OIIH and wailed

the strike that would
wash away our house. But it did
not ha only because the
groyne been complcted
just In time to save the house.”
Ali now regularly preys to God

Therefore, the groyne has special meaning o the people. People of the area look at

Padma would be divertied (o-
wards the west bank perma-
nently”, the official expressed
optimism. This would stop or
at least reduce the crosion at

How hng will the ecmbank-

ment last? “We cannot be 100
per cent sure that it will last
for ever or a long time,” an-
other WDB efficial said, "DBut
the work has been done
earncstly to last for a long
time”.

Il the current could be di-
verted, the most vulncrable
point of the 40-mile long
MDIP would be saved [rom
continuous erosion threat. The
MDIP had suffered a number ol
casualties in the past. The
embankment had been eroded

away in 1987 and again_in

has so [ar created lood «on
trol, irrigation and drainage (a
cilities for abowut 1 0,000 ho
tres out of 14.367 hectres of
agricultural land imu the project
arca. It has also led 10 an ¢xtra
60,000 tonncs of rice produc-

to keep the groyne inlact.

The river erosion al
Eklaspur presents a very
alarming picture. Last year, the
river approached by aboul 400
fect towards the village. The
acrcage losl in the crosion has

i

lfon & ycar.
Therelore, the groyne has

special meaning Lo the people.
Pcople of the arca hook al the
1.5 km cmbankmment with
hope and expectatiom.

“The river erosion at this
point was wvery dangerous,
Rahim Ali, a resident ol
Eklaspur said. [is house is
just about a yard b»chind the
%myn:, The housc looks like
alling prey to the riwer erosion
and get lost like mmillions of
houses have donc im the pasl
years. -~ My housc was also
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not been yet calculated. “If the
groyne could not be built, en-
tire Matlab upazila would have
been engulfed by the river in a
few ycars”, a WDD official said.
The river erosion has be-
come a major problem for the
reverine Bangladesh. Each year
the loss due to erosion is cal-
culated to be about Taka 2000
million. Lands have vanished in
the crosions. Onc such exam-
ple is Haimchar which no
longer exists in the map.
Similarly, the Sandwip which
had ecarlier the arca of 417

Development

mbankment of Hope

square miles in 1780, has now

come o about only 92 square
miles.

When all these factors were
fed into statistics, the eco-
nomic rate of return [ ERR) of
the groyne stood at 132.
| lowever, the acce ERR
to the world bank is a little

higher, between 16 and 22.
But the embankment was es-

sential considering the eco-
nomic loss and social dis-
placement the erosion would
cause. :

WDB officials said Lo save
the MDIP permanently, the
embankment has to be ex-
tended further from Mohenpur
to Amirabad—a stretch of six
km. At present the embank-

ment is only from Mohonpur
to Eklaspur 1.5 mk.

Broaden the embankment,
an additional Taka 150 crore is
needed. The government has ,
already ap hed the ADBD
for the fund in 1990."The pro-
posal is under their review”, a
WD official said.

Eklaspur is one of the six
areas identified for river bank
protection under the Meghna
river study earried out under
flood action plan. It will be
cxpanded until the entire
Eklaspur area is protected,
WDB engineers said.

“The MDIP has boosted
Emri production”, a farmer
working on a patch of paddy
field said,” We now get about
60 maunds of in a plece
of one acre while the
production was only about 18
to 20 maunds. That is why the
MIDP needs to be protected.”

Thm:jh the MDIP frriga-
tion canals, the fickds now get
suflictent water round the r.
About 25,000 acres of out
of 34,000 acres are now under
the irrigation facilities.

The village now looks like a
serene green lagoon with the
paddy [ficld moving like waves
in the wind, Those who had
been made homeless in the
Previous river erosion arce now

working hard to get Lhree
crops a year.

The farmer who was talking
lo the journalists suddenly
turned k and receded in
the lush green — therc is
much work to be done.

|
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Rural Poverty Engulfing

Third

NLESS urgent steps are
taken to address the
roots of in the

countryside, densely populated
mth;mm world

grapple with a
sharp decline in living
condilions.

This was the grim picture
drawn up by ldriss Jazairy,
t of the International
for Agricultural

(IFAD), at the or-
ganisation's 15th ing
council meeting here for
three recently.

h:h his traditional address to
t scssion, Mr Jazairy
o od that lﬂI: number of
ra poor in developing
world will rise a third to
rcach 1.3 billion by the end of
this decade. .

~ “The trend of population
movement indicales that a
large part of the burden will
spill over 1o urban arcas where
the cost of providing livelthood
is much higher,” he said.

Considering this, he warned
. "A solution to the of
poverty has to be found first
and forcmost within rural ar-
cas, making maximum use of
local knowledge and re-
sOUrces.”

Mr Jazairy said projects
which hclp protect the rural
environment, create job op-
portunitics in the informal
sector or strengthen financial
institutions which serve the
poor have a vital role 1o play in
slowing Lhe drift to the u
arcas.

A United Nalions agency

Funq

lormoed 0 combat and
hunger, IFAD has over
US$12.3 billlon since (s
founding itn 1977. It has

lunded ncarly 700 food-related
projccts, programmes and re-
scarch infilatives in 94 coun-
Lres.

Last ycar, the Fund ap-
proved 22 new projects
22 echnical assistance
with a lotal value of U
million. This fgure, he ¢

plained, was bclow the peak-

level of 1990 but IS5 per cont
above the averuge amwunt allo-
cated by the ageney In Lhe sec-
ond hall of the decade.

Mr Jazairy also revealed
that the Fund, for the first
time in fts history, had bcen

entircly responsible for the |

design of last ycar's approved

Hi;nalayan Kingdom Adopts Two-Child
- Population Policy

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmamndu

EPAL is sceking
US$100 million in

t aid to push a two-

child fami policy. Major
donors supporting the king-
dom met herc last March to
pledge USS$85 million for
population and health pro-
grammes. Officials hope the
pledge may ecxceced USS$100
million, part of which will
being the form of technical

The fund will hclp the
democratic government push a
two-child family policy in a
country where the social status
has traditionally been as high
as the number of children.

The shortfall will be mct
either through internal re-
sources or a World Bank Joan
negotiations for which will be-
gin as soon as the current
pledges are completed.

However, government sup-
port of population activitics
could be strained in case major

-electric plants like t
multi-billion-dollar, 402-Mcga-
watt Arun 1l get approved.

The two-child policy is part
of the US$138 million gov-
ernment plans to spend on

lation and health activitics
under the Eighth (Five-year)
Plan (1992-1997) to be laun-
ched this July.

Nepal has asked the United
Nations Development Progra-
mme (UNDP) to help streng-
then the managerial capacity of
the Ministry of Health to
enable it to attain population
goals and improve the imple-
mentation of family planning

“His Majesty’'s Government
is commiited to pursuc a long-
term aim of imiting the desire
and nced of couples to two
children,” Minister of State for
Finance Mahesh Acharya told
the March donors’ mee

The 1091 census fond
population to be 18.4
27.9 r cent less

w Bank's pro-

results of the census,
funded by the Uniled Nalions

significant as the
delincation of constituencics
for elections is done on the
basis of census results. ’

Prime Minister
Prasad Kotrala, who hi r
heads the Nation Po ton
Committee, has a lop

m:y to pulation and
. The Commi-
tice recently

proved
principle the inclusion of a

Cir{ja

(Five-Ycar) plan.

The government sces (he
status of women, human
resources devclopment and
poverly alleviation as major
priority ccomomic goals. To
achieve these goals, threc
problem areas — programme
coordination, secrvice effcc-
tiveness and demand gencra-
tion — are being stressed.

Mr Koirala said his govern-
ment's top priority will be the
massive mobilisation of both
human and capital resources
for population control on the
one hand and the protection of
the environment on the other.

“"Abysmal poverty is the

safd. The TFR is thse average
number of children & woman is
likcly to have duaring her
childbearing -years (15-49
years).

Although this TFIR tLargcet is
more pragmatic cormparcd 1o
the previous target of 2.5,
many donors still belicve it is
ambitious. Somw U nited Na-
tons cxperts say Nepals TFR
is. unlikely to declinee o more
than 5.13. Onec of thae rcasons
is that contraccpltive uScrs
make up less than 14 per cent
of the population.

“It could still be an ambi-
tious goal but it is also a rcalis-
tic one,” asserts [Dr Bal Gopal

Because contraceplive users make up Ieu.}hun 14
per cent of Nepalis, the new population Poh'cy has

been called ambitious. But it is also realistic

eommon enemy of the Nepall

people,” said Mr Koirala,

whose Nepali Congress party

won the May 1991 clections.
“It must be stamped out.”

Under the new population

. the total fertility rate

will be brought down o

4.0 children from the present

5.8 children per woman in the

next eight years, the National

Planning Commission (NPC)

Baidya, former hcemd of the
New Era, Kathmandw's presti-
gious think-tank, amd now a
member of the Natfonal
Planning Commissior. S
Nepal's TFR betwesen 1985-
1990 averaged 5.94 bul may
drop to 5.13 between 1995-
2000. If the goals prove ambi-
tious, they may be rewvised dur-
ing the mid-term cwalualtion,

Mr [Baidya says.

f f'.: i
e A '!‘ -11

: = .y e T
3" o e IM
b :“'_i___ - -
i ag - 3
1 2 !
‘I

Winston Churchill

population policy in the Eighth  Planning
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is enlisted in the cause of family

The infant mortality rate is
to decline from 107 to 50 live
births per 1,000 while child
(under five years] mortalily
ratc will come down from 165
to 70 dcaths per 1.000.
Similarly, the maternal mor-
tality rate from 850 to 4000
deaths per 100,000 live births.

The improvement in [amily
planning and health acuvitics
is expected 1o iIncrease lile
cxpeclancy from 53 1o 65
years by the turn of the
century.

The crude birth rate is
expeeted to decline from 37.5
to 27.5 per 1,000 while the
crude birth rate will decline
from 13.8 to 8.3 per 1,000 by
the year 2000.

Efforts to bring down the
population growth have sufl-
fcred from declining death
rates high values given to chil-
dren due to cultural reasons,
widcspread illiteracy and
poverty.

Rural agricultural families
necd daughters to perform
endless household chores, and
they need sons for other eco-
nomic impute as well as lo
expand the family’s lincage.

The motivation for large
familics is further increased
because parents know many of
their children are likely to die
before they are adults.

Only 34 per cent of men
and 11 per cent of women are
literate. Only 6 per cent of to-
tal births is attended by health
workers. Drinking waler sup-
ply is accessible lo less than
29 per cent of the population.

The kingdom's 3 per cent
cconomic growth rate is neu-
tralist by a population growing
al the rate ol 2.3 per cent.
This makes Nepal one of the
poorest countries in the world
with a per capital income of
US8170.

When it comes to develop-
ment aid, donors have often
complained that Nepal has not
only a very poor performance
but that her absorptive capac-
ity is terribly low.

This may partly explain
why UNFPA's contribution was
scaled down from US$26.5
million in 1980-85 to US817.4
million. It declined further o
USS9 million in 1988-1991
and was mainly for the 199]
census,

"Our development Is will
be meaningless unlegs the
population growth s con-
trolled through family plan-
ning.” says Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai, former prime minis-
ter and head uiplhr. ruling

* Nepali Congress party.

World

mﬁ: cmuliunn- facing the

rural poor in deweloping coun:
trics have become grim. ac-

cording 0 Mr Jazairy.
In Asia, home (o the larges!
proportion eof Lhe poor,
farmers and landicss
peasants are belng pushed
“beyond the subsistence fron-

tler” and inmto fragile lands,
forests and meountain slopes.
IFAD’s projectis in Asia, he
said, are designed o reach Lhe
mar farmers, landicas
people and Bshermen, as well
as the victims of natural disas-
ters, such as cyclones in

in Latin Amcrica and Lhe

In Asia, home to the
largest proportion of the
poor, marginal farmers
and landless peasants are
being pushed "beyond the
subsistence frontier” and
into fragile lands, forests
and mountain slopes.
IFAD's projects in Asia
are designed to reach the
marginal farmers, land-
less people and fisher-
men, as well as the vict-
ims of natural disasters,

such as cyclones in

Caribbecan, structural adjusit-

mcnt In programmos Vi
helped boosl cxporis bul
smallholder-lfarmers, wilh

their eyes on the domestic
market, have been hilt by
faling demand. Morcover, jobs
have OIME CVEN NI seun
for those without lund while
investment initjatives have
lended o bypass Lhe rural
population.

Environmenlal degradation
is acccleruting in the countrics
the Ncar East and North
a. where fooed production

“has been in an uninlerrupted

state of decline for over Lhrec
decadcs.

Reacting to Mr Jazailry's
concern for the world, r,
the governnwent mumlmp—
proved IFAD's proposcd pro-
gramme of work for 1902,
which will amount to sonmw
USS$330 million undcr the
regular programme and an

Cities

additvtonal USS56 million un-
der the special programne for
Alrica [SPA), a 30 per cont In-
crease over 199, )

The IFAD government
council alse approved the

Fund's stratcgics to improve
conditions . among rural
women, the summit
for the economic advancemcent
of rural women, 1o be held n
Geneva on 25-26 %
Delcgates were unfied in their
calls for swift action on the

lourth replenishment of IFAD's
funds.

Inhmﬂtﬂm
Mr Jazairy undcrscored the
intensive work that had been
carried out to improve IFAD's

adopied by the Geneva Summit
flor the Economic
Advancement ol Rural Wormoen.

The governing council's en-
dorscment of IFALY s stratcgics
on behall of women means Lhal
sonw 566 milllon women —
more Lthan hall of the world's
on¢ billon rural poor — will
benet from cis and pro-
grammcs «d more carc-
fully w0 their highly specific
needs. IFAD's inftlative, said
Nigeria's Minister of
Agriculiure, Walcr Resources
and Rural Development, Alhaji’
Abubukar Hashidu, would
"sunsitise world governmenis

nand non- ment organisa-
tions to the plight of peor rural
wWOomocn.”

During the course of the
scession, the government ol
Swoden pledged USSS mitllion
lo the sccond phase of the SPA
and the government of ltaly an
initial payment of
USSB800,000, bringing pledges
lo over USS8S8 millon.

Summing up al that last day
of the conlercnee, the IFAD
president told delegates that
the organisation had helped
fulfil the aspirations of the ru-
ral poor “by turming what will
otherwise remain wishlul
drcams into tangible and long-
lasting rcalitics.”

— Depthnews Asia

The Poor Lose Again as Indonesia and
the Netherlands Snub Each Other

HE outrage was hcard

around the world last

November when Indo-
ncsian troops opened fire on a
funcral march in East Timor,
killing at least 50 people.

Foremost in condemning
the massacre was Holland,
which announced it was sus-
Endlng all further aid to its

rmer colony.

Indonesia rescated this,
saying the action was prema-
ture and that the Dutch should
have waited for the Indonesian
government to investigate the
incident.

Iindonesia then announced
it would no longer accept any
more Dutch aid. Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Alatas said thc move
was a “firm stand against the
pressurc and arrogance dis-
played the Dutch -
ment.” aid was de-
scribed as a “tool of intimida-
tion” used by the Dutch.

The Netherlands had al-
ready angered the Indonesian
government in 1990, when it
postponed the signing of its
aid commitment to protest the
exccution of four former com-
munists in Jakara.

Until the current contro-
versy, the Dutch chaired the
24 -ycar-old, Hague-based, In-
ter-Government Group on In-
donesta (1GGI), a consortium of
14 nation and six international
development agencies.

Of the total $4.75 billion
pledged this year, thc Dutch
provided a rclatively small
$91.3 milllon. More than $50
million of this has already been
spent, but Indonesia has
refused the remainder.

Much of the lunding from
the group goes lo Indonesian
non-governmental organisa-
tions. Some, like the Indone-
sian Legal Aid Foundation, get
most of their money from Hol-
land. The Foundation, which

ves frec legal aid to the poor,
an annual Dutch grant of
$350,000 and now says the
number of cases it can handle
will have to be reduced.

Other organisations, how-
ever, do not scem worried by
the ban. The Indonesian Envi-

ronmental Forum sees the new
situation as a challenge to
stand on its own fect.

There has been speculation
that the ban is less about anger
with the Netherlands than
Jakarta's alarm at the outspo-
kenness of some Indonesian
non-governmental organisa-
tions. Some have been very
critical of their governments
human rights record.

Scveral NGO leaders were
summoned by the Minister of

by Stephen Carr

As the Indonesian people get set to go to the polls, the
country's government is still coming to terms with
its loss of international aid. Outraged over human
rights violations, The Netherlands cut all aid to its
former colony this spring. Indonesia says the
Netherlands is using unfair intimidation. But as the
two governments swap threats and terms, Gemini
News Service reports on the real losers — charities
and non-government agencies that no longer have

the money to help the Indonesian people.

—

Indonesia: economic profile

[ g e T

GDP: :

GDP growth: 6.7%  Imports: $20.5bn
GDP per capita: $527  Main trading partners: Japan,
Annual inflation: 9% Singapore
Total external debt: $54bn Currency: Rupiah

Home Affairs to cxplain them-
selves, following a forum in

Belgium at which they accused

Jakarta of human rights viola-
tjons. Indoncsia ranks ncar the
bottom of the UN human

rights league table.

Armed forces chief General
Try Sutrisno accused thesc
activists of betraying their
homeland and said Indonec-
sians abroad should take the
stance of “my country, right or
wrong.”

Home Affairs Ministcr
Rudini said that because local
non-governmental organisa-
lions are banned from acéepl-
ing Dutch governmeril assis-
tance, they should no longer
take part in NGO meelings,
including 1GGI.

The Dutch reaction Lo
Indonesia’'s insistence on the
dissolution of 1GG] was,

Hﬁ? uﬁim“

according to a Dutch ncws
agency, one of astonishment.
the Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter had visited The Hague only

prospect for further aid to In-
donesia under the present
leadership in Jakarta. New aid,
he said, was possible "with a
new political generation (in
er in Jakarta), but not
fore.”

Indonesia has been ruled by
the 'New Order’ government,
headed by President Suharto,
for the past 26 years. Whether
Suharto, 72, will run for
another five year term in next

ars' presidential elections
ﬁ. been the topic of much
speculation. There are ru-
mours he will step down in
favour of army chief Sutrisno.

Meanwhile the World Bank
{s selling up a new aid donor

group without the dominance
of the Dutch. In July, a new
creditor grouping will meet in
Paris — the Consultative Group
for Indonesia — to replace
IGGIL. The Dutch are invited

but membership will not be
limited to former IGGI ‘mem-
bers and the group will not be
chaired from the Hague.

The Indonesian government
has stressed its quarrel is with
the Dutch government and not
the private sector. Local
groups are [ree to accepl dona-
tions from the Dutch private
sector, Dutch NGOs or individ-
uals, but they must report all
such transactions to the
Jakarta government. :

Adml Sudomo, Minister of
Political Affairs and Securily,
made threats against dissidcnt
NGOs: "We will suspend the
boards of executives of delin-
quent NGOs or dissolve the or-
ganisations if they continuc
receiving aid from the Nether-
linds’ government.”

NGOs are not the only
agencies concerned about the
stance of the Indonesian gov-
ernment. Dutch business peo-
ple are concerned about the

overnment's separation of
orcign aild and overseas
business.

"Official aid facilitated our
business in Indonesia,” said a
represcntative of the Dutch
Busincssmen's Associalion in
The H . He feared for the
future of Duich companies that
cxport goods to Indonesia.

And Indonesians living in
the Netherlands may also be
alfected. The Dutch rn-
ment provides scholarships for
Indonesian students in Holland
and their grants now have to
be terminated.

While Jakarta has sent
enough funds to last until the
end of the year, it is now
assessing which students ft
will continue to fund.

The Indonestan government
it will continues to stress the
small amount of the Dutch aid

kage — some eight per cont
E?cﬂ'r: IGGI total. Sympathisers
with this view believe the
Dutch have no business lectur-
ing Indonesia on human rights
violations after they ran Java
like a vast forced labour planta-
tion for the last century of
their 350-year colonial rule.

— Gemini Ncws.
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