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An Algerian Tragedy

As we know from our own history, a tical
assassination disrupts a normal constitutional
and sets an unpredictable chain of events
in motion. This is what may happen in Algeria
where president Mohammad Boudiaf was shot
and killed on Monday. The North African state
now f[aces uncertain %runtﬂcctu in tackl its
roblems in all dilferent fields, aps
with new innings in a number of crucial areas.
A veteran [ighter for Algerian independence
from France, Boudiaf, 73, had returned home
from a 25-year-long exile to take power in Jan-
uary after an army-inspired coup had removed his
predecessor, Colonel Chadli Bendjedid and can-
celled the national parliamentary election. As a
move, the latter was probably more crucial than
the former. The cancellation of the poll appar-
ently robbed the Muslim fundamentalists of what
was expected to be a landslide victory. What's
more, the fundamentalists, grouped together in
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). saw their plat-
form banned in March.

The FIS had its reasons for getting rid of
Boudiaf through assassination on Monday. How-
ever, press reports from Algiers suggest that
other lactors had made the situation more com-

licated than what it looked soon after the

. Although the veteran freedom fighter was
expected to be only a figurehead transitional head
of state, pr:sldlng over a five-man Supreme
Council, dominated by chiefs of three defence
services, he had lately developed his own political
ambitions. Alter supporting the Supreme Coun-
cil's decision to imprison about 10,000 FIS ac-
tivists, at the time of banning the extremist or-
ganisation, he had started releasing small groups
of fundamentalists in order to gain support of a
cross section of Algerian people. At the same
time, he had been talking about holding a presi-
dential election in 1994, with himself as a candi-
date.

Through these changes in the original game
plan of the Supreme Council, Boudiaf might have
made new enemies, within the armed [orces or
in the ruling National Liberation Front.

Whoever might have been responsible for the
assassination — a man in a military uniform fired
the shot and was himself killed by guards — Alge-
ria does face several grim challenges. Despite
uncertainties in their role in the assassination,
the fundamentalists are sure to make the maxi-
mum gain out of the changed situation. They will
do evemhinﬁ in their power to get the ban on
the FIS withdrawn by the authorities and insist
on the holding of the national election. All that
the Supreme Council or the ruling party can do is
lo buy time by imposing a martial law on the
country.

There is little doubt that the wind is blowing in
lavour of FIS, thanks to the authoritarian system
which had been in existence in Algeria since in-
dependence, not to mention the mounting eco-
nomic problems which successive governments
had failed to tackle with any measure of success.
'If a multi-party system had remained in force and
successive administrations had pursued prag-
matic economic policies, instead of half-baked
socialism that relied heavily on large subsidies,
this gas-rich state, with an educated elite, might
have been in a completely different situation.
Whether other two North Alfrican states, Morocco
and Tunisia, will learn from Algeria's mistakes,

st and present, remains to be seen. Meanwhile,
riends of Algeria in Europe and Asia will be

watching the developments there with concemn,
with a hope, slim though it may be, that it can
come out of the ordeal without any bloodshed and
without losing its secular national identity.

Well Done

The Bangladesh team to the Manila Chess
Olympiad returned to Dhaka on Monday. The only
man available to say well-done to the boys and
&i}rlﬂ was the chef de mission of the team himself.

¢ want (o join him in lauding the Bangladesh
team's performance. In fact., we are sure the
whole nation will be with him in wishing the
chess olympians congrats and demanding better
attention to the international promises of
Bangladesh in this game.

Our women’s contingent have been placed
271h out of 62 contending teams. It scored equal
points with England, India, Mongolia, Israel and
Slovenia. Rukhsana Gulshan Nikkon earned a sil-
ver medal scoring 5 points in 7 outings and Sha-
bana Parveen Nipa bagged a bronze scoring 8 in
12 matches.

Our men's team, handicapped as it was from
the start by the absence of Grand Master Niaz
Murshed and National champion Rifat bin Sattar.
couldn’'t possibly have been expected to do better
than what they have done — occupying the 60th
position out of 102 national teams.

It is extremely painful to know that both our
teams had to fly back home without playing their
last round of matches in which they offe walk-
overs to their opponent., Why? Because of man-
agement problems created at the very outset back
at home thousands of miles away. If they chose to

lay the final round they would be forced to stay

ack a full week without any other thing to do
and without, more importantly, any means to do
so. Such was the arrangement made before the
leams set out on their journey. It can be pleas
to think about our still better position on the fina
score board in case our boys and girls could play
those last round of matches but that can hardly
heal our sense of outrage over the airlines-book-
Ing scandal that made the teams to retire prema-
turely. We would like very much to see the per-
sons responsible to be taken to task in a manner
that would discourage repetition of such national
calamities?

By the way, who is it who will answer as to why
our one and only Grand Master doesn't play for
the nation? If it is for any fault of our chess au-
thorities, let that be brought to light and things
duly rectified. If it is for any genuine lack of co-

operation and feeling for the nation's prestige on
the part of Niaz Murshed, he must be told this
wouldn't enamour him with his a fans and

would rather call for actions that can disadvan-
tage him in his chess career. However, we shall
keep on hoping that in the very next national
outing Niaz would be there helping the nation
reap unprecedented laurels without needing to
resort to harsh measures of any kind against any
qugarler .
There can at the moment be hardly a truer
statement that Bangladesh has a very promising
situation in world chess. Let us all uame

portunity.
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a them-and-us debate that
produced a carnival of noise
and rhetoric but little action.
Them,' the industrial nations,
in effect lecturing ‘us,’ the
developing countries, nol to
grow at cost of the envi-
ronmen)., having committed
the crime themselves. ‘Us'
accusing ‘them’ of the
biggest polluters and demand-
ing that they pay up front to
clean up the environmental
mess.

it's a shame, the Rio out-
come, because the problem is
no longer one of them and us.
it has become everybody's.
When tropical rain forests
come down in Asia to provide
disposable chopsticks for
Japanese homes and restau-
rants, the world's climatic bal-
ance gets disturbed. When
wasteful and overconsum
Americans guzzle gas like no-
body's business and choke the
atmosphere with harmiful
emissions, the entire world
gets warmer.

There was little awareness
at Rio of this common danger
and the need to find a com-
mon answer. The protagonists
came prepared for battle,
highly suspicious of each
other's motives. There was a
lot of outcry, but only to put
the other side down, not to
rcach a modus vivend(. Pro-
tecting jobs and protecting
growth became the only issucs.

Protecting the environment
over the longer future became
scvondary.

In the end, the shortsight-
edness prevalled. There were
some promises of cash to sup-
port a global environmental
clean-up and a couple of wa-
tered -down treaties that place

no obligations on anybody.

It was not posstble to con-

ceive of any other outcome
when ‘them,’ particularly the
United States, viewed the con-
ference as an attack against
their coveted ltfestyles that
had to be defended, and ‘'us’
suspected it was designed to
keep them poor forever, a
conspiracy’ that had to be
fought off.

. Both were right and both
'were wrong.

On the one hand, it is un-
fair, to say the least, to ask de-
veloping countries — many of
them trying to overcome ex-
treme degrees of — 1o
keep a Hid on their growth de-
sires il industrial nations will
not remove the fat ofl their
presumptuous lifestyles.

On the other, it is impracti-
cal to expect industrial nationd
to change their ways il devel-
oping countrics are not pre-
pared to rethink and redirect
their own economic eflorts.

A solution should lie some-
where in between Lhese two
cxtreme points of view, and to
look for a middle position re-
quires an understanding by
each side of the other's par-
ticular problems and concerns.

OPEN EYE : BY VEDETTE

At Rio, such an understanding
was never evident.

Ir rty. as it is often jac-
k ged, is the b of
all polluters, the deve £

world must be given a ch

to try and get out of it. And, to

be able to do so, it must grow.
But the [act of the matier is,

growth raises le's expec-

tations and Hiestyles, which

mecans more cities, more hou-

sing, more ¢
exploitation of resources, more

factory space, more cars, more

lectricity, greater’

roads. meore If courses.
Undeniably, all this has an
impact on the environment. It
is usually adverse.

At the other end of the
growth spectrum, alffluence
becomes as big a polluter, f
not bigger, as poverty itself. We
see ils evidence throughout

Who is to blame?
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the industrial West, in the US
in particular. And the evidence
Is growing by the day. as the
Earth Summit was repeatedly

Thus, Mother Earth is un
der a doubie attack: from those
who are developed and will do
nothing to rein in the polhuting
ways of their aflluence, and
from those who are developing
and will not be deterred by the
polluting ways of their devel
opment.

It is in this context that the
question of the carth's envi-
ronmental future becomes so
crucial.

One has got 1o strike a
mean between overalfluence
and underdevelopment. Where
exaclly that mean should lic. it
is difficult to judge. But the de-
veloping countries must ac
cept the fact that, beyond a
certain level, growth becomes
as harmful as poverty Like-
wise, Lhe industrial nations
must understand that,

a certmin point, aflluence
chokes on ttsell, more than it
chokes others

That is the naked truth We
must have the honesty and the
courage to face ft. Let's not
werry to much about the im-
modiate dollars and cents to
clcan up the environmental
mess. If the US will not pay up.
there are others who will. But |
am not talking about a eone-
time clean-up. More important
is to make the clean-up Itscll
sustainable, and that requires a
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action. | am talking of the fu-
ture, not of ours, but of our
children's and their children's
of the unborn humanity's, a fu-
tunmm.trlrmﬂlyh
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no amount of cash and cer-
lainly no ameount of good will

can stop the pillage of our
environment.

way
sale environmental future. Only
an interdcpendent world can

different kid of motivation and  be a truly sustainable one.

Ghana Gears up for Return to Democracy

N Ghana newspapers are
proclaiming it “"Party
Time Again."

On May 18 a decade-lon

ban on party politics was Iil'tog
and the country is now set to
return to constitutional rule in

The long rule by the mili-
tary began on December 31,
1981 when a 34-year-old re-
tired soldicr, Flight Licutenant
Jerry Rawlings, overthrew the
constilutionally-eleccted gov-
ernment.

One of his [irst acts was to
ban party politics — which he
claimed were the bane of his
country's development — and
soon the young soldier trans-
lated his own- phobia into
national policy.

Ghanaians, according to
Rawlings, wanted an African-
rooted participatory demo-
cratic culture. HE set up
Cuban-styled committces for
the defence of his revolution
and swore that Ghana undcr

1 his control would never allow

the return of a Westminister-
type parliamentarian system.

Justice D F Annan, a rcetired
Appcal Court judge, was given
the additional duty of coming
out with a brand new African-
based democracy.

So determined were Rawl- -

ings and his Provisional Na-
tional Defence Council (PNDC)
to create an original Alrican
democracy — a departure {rom
"what takes place in Bonn,
Washington, Paris and London"
— that when the wind of polit-
ical change for multipartyism
started blowing over neigh-
bouring countries, the Ghana-
ian authoritics boasted their
country had already made thc

| Letters for publication in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

| address.
Bangladesh Medical
College

Sir, Please accept our
heartlelt thanks for your
informative item "Dhaka Day by
Day: Good News f[or the
Medical World", published in
your esteemed daily on the
29th June, about our Bang-
ladesh Medical College.

However, 1 am sorry to
bring to your kind information
that there are some incorrect
information published in the
article which requires correc-
tion.

At the present there are 47
full time and 14 part-time
teachers for our total 228 stu-
dents which makes a teacher-
student ratio of 1:5 [one
teacher for five students).

Prof M I Chowdhury
Academic Director and

Principal {Hony)
"What is Sugandha?"

Sir, 1 am writing this to ex-
press my deep appreciation for
your editorial "What is
Sugandha?” in June 18 issue.
Such an editorial has been long

overdue and could not have -

come al a more appropriate
time. The incidents mentioned
in the editorial have been agi-
tating my mind for quite some
time and | am very pleased
that your timely editorial venti-
lates these sentiments elo-
quently. Such things could not
have passed unnoticed in g
democratic country like the

- USA even l'orldqrnnd'll'm.ﬂd f
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Kabral Blay-Amihere Nieman writes from Accra

It was more than 10 years ago that a young soldier overthrew Ghana's elected government,
tmposed military rule and banned party politics. But now the people of Ghana have adopted
a new constitution and are getting ready to elect a new government., As Gemini News
Service reports, presidential hopefuls and political parties abound in Ghana — preparing
for their first election in more than a decade.

transition to a real democracy.

For them, what mattcred
most was prosperity, not flirta-
tion with alien ideological
models.

Sald Rawlings : "Whal we
necd 18 economic develop-
mcnt, fair prices for our

exports and not scrmons [rom
the Wesl about democracy.”
But the government seemed
to have had a change of mind
in June 1990 when it launched
a national debate to decide the
political future of the country.
The consensus at the end of

Ghana: the road to democracy?

the debate was that Ghanaians
wished to return to party poli-
lics in spite of all its short-
comings in the past, particu-
larly in the 1950s when poli-
tics in the country were cha-
racterised by violence, descri-
bed by onc former head of
state, General Kutu Acheam-
pong., as the "rancour and
bitterness of party politics.”
In August that year a history
professor, Adu Boahen, and a
journalist, Kwesi Pratt, laun-
ched a Movement for Freedom
and Jusijce to spearhead the

Achieved independence from
Britain under Prime Minister
Kwame Nkrumah

Nkrumah deposed. Military
council takes power

Prof. Kofi Busia gains power in
free elections

Busia overthrown by Lt-Col
Ignatius Acheampong

Lt-Gen Frederick Akutto
overthrows Supreme Military
Council

Akuffo overthrown by Fit-Lt Jerry
Rawlings. Rawlings reintroduces
civilian rule

Rawlings dissolves civilian
government

1989 Failed coup against Rawiings
1982 Ban on political parties lifted

1881

struggle for return to
constitutional rule. .

As a result of both internal
and external pressure, the
PNDC government f{inally chan-
ged its mind and in September
last year sct up a 258-member
Consultative Assembly to draw
up a new constitution. This
constitution was adopted April
28, paving the way for the
lifting of the ban on party
politics on May 18,

According to a time-lable
for the return to constitutional
rule, presidential elections will
be held on Novembér 3 and
parilamentary elections on De-
cember 8, with January 7 as
Lthe date a new government
will take up office.

Party politicking has alrcady
begun in earnest. Many groups
have announced their forma-
lion of new partics, including
the National Convention Party,
sponsored by former trade
unionist and Ghana High
Commissioner to Zimbabwe
John Tettegah; the Peoples’
National Convention, led by
former head of State Hilla
Limann; the New Generalion
Alliance Party, led by a lawyer,
Kweku Baah; the Peoples Her-
ilage Party led by a former par-
liamentarian, Alhaji M S Farl;
and Lhe Busia Danquah Club.

Apart from the Busia Dan-
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not also go unnoticed in our
country which hds now a
democratic set-up.

M Rahman
Baridhara, Dhaka.

- TV commercials

decency .

Sir, Authorities in
Bangladesh Television seem to
ignore totally the basi¢ norms
of decency and sensibility
while seclecting their com-
mercial ads. Collecting rev-
enues through telecasting any
kind of commercial material
seems to be the "be all and end
all” of BTV. Without going fur-
ther into speech-making, let
me make my point clear
through citing the following
three examples:-

I; There is one commercial

on a certain brand of .

coconut oil, wherein a
bunch of street corner
teddy boys accost some
teenage girls on the
strect and proffer them a

certatn flower ‘(of the
" MA Salam

some name the brand is).
The teenage girls in the
film requite to the leery
advancements of the
boys by equally salacious
gesticulations and songs.
Is it not a direct encour-
agement to our roadside
. Romeos who are
a headache for the city
dwellers as positive pub-
lic nuisance? | think this
outrageous advertise-
ment should be forth-

with withdrawn (rom

[3TV's commercial
schedule with a suitable
decent replacement.,

2. While there is at this
moment a worldwide
oulcry for the preserva-
tion of the environment
and the flora and fauna of
this planct, BTV could
not care any less aboul it.
This is stunningly re-
flected in a commercial
on a certain brand of
shoes (keds). In demon-
strating the quality of the
shoe the wearer tram-
ples under his foot a
poor [rog. lHow silly? Can
we really afford to teach
our children this kind of
cruelty to animals? Is
this any way to project
the message of a prod-
uct's quality?

3. In yet another ugly
commercial relating to a
certain brand of lungi, a
comical character falls
asleep from the pleasant
"feel” of that particular
kind of lungi. This is also
in utter bad taste, :

There could be a dozen
more such examples of idiocy

- and senselessness about which

the writer ol this letter could
write in your paper. But that is
not the point. My question is
when are we going to put an
end to showing such outra-
geously vulgar and indecent
materials on our VT?

Larmini Street, Dhaka

Vegetarianism

Sir, My attention has been

~ drawn to Prof. Zahidul Haque's

letter, published in your daily
of June 6, concerning vegetar-

fanism. I, your es-
teemed column, e the op-
portunity to congratulate Mr.

Md. Faizullah, Prof. Haque's
learned e, on his ex-
cellent idea of forming a vege-

= ==
tarans’ club.

As a matter of fact, a strict
vegetarian is the one who nei-,
ther cats mcat nor even [ish
and eggs. The vegelarians’
club, as is proposed, may aim
at campaigning vegetarianism
as a system of diet in our soci-
ety. I happen to learn from a
friend of mine staying abroad
that the faith in vegetarianism
is also growing on the people
in the western countries from
day to day. Moreover, some
physicians are of opinion that
patients can be virtually cured
by the regulation of their diet.
They tend to prescribe vege-
tarian diet to their patients as
a curative measure.

Nitin Roy,
Fakirerpool, Dhaka.

Hartal and
democratic right

Sir, We demand establish-
ment of demoer in the in-
stitution of hartal, that is, peo-
ple's [reedom to participate in
the hartal or to reject it by
doing normal activities: On the
first day of the transport strike
while [ was passing through a
certain city street | witnessed
some pickets damaging
‘Mishuks’ and beating the
drivers. One driver was seen
bleeding from his head and he
was in an unconscious state.

Is it not the democratic
right of a citizen to accept or
reject a hartal call? Would the
hartal-makers provide money
and food to the working peo-
ple which they have to earn
through the day's hard work?

Let the leaders first estab-
lish democratic norms and
values in the institution of
hartal before going to establish

in the country

true democracy
through calling and observing
hartals.

M. Zahidul Haque

quah Club which reprcsents
the right wing in the country's
politics, the others are lefl-
orienled and trace Ltheir rools
to the first president of Ghana,
kwame Nkrumah, who prea
ched socialism

While party formation is the
prcoccupation of politicians,
the general public is watching
carcfully who will become the
prusident of Ghana under the
Fourth Republic.

The list. of presidential
‘hopefuls ‘ is sleng. LAlthough
Rawlings 1s yet to declare
openly that he will contest the
next presidential elections,
political observers say he will.

They point to an extensive
tour of the country he com-
plcted recently as being part of
his campaign. Other presiden-
tial hopefuls include General E

7 dp,’ the

A Erskinc, who served for 12
ycars as head of UN Peace- -
k:ﬁs:tgh:pcﬂunnl in the
M t and JH Frltnm
Ansah, a banker and academic
who once served as the gover-
nor ol the Bank of Ghana.

Others are Safo Adu, a doc-
tor and one-time minister of
agriculture, Adu Boahen, histo-
rian and founder of the Move-
ment for Freedom and Justice
which began the struggle for
democracy in Ghana, Dsane
Sclby. another doctor, as well
as J A Kullour, a lawyer and
[ormer minister of state.

Former héad of state, Hilla
Limann, has announced his
intention W contest the elee-
tions by forming a party and
from the United States, Kofi
Amoah, an economist, has de-
clarcd that he is also in the
fray.

As the clection scene hots

artics will have to '

harness the skills of musicians -
and artists who must come up
with attractive symbols and

songs for the campaign.

KABRAL BLAY-AMIHERE-
NIEMAN (s publisher and Edi-

tor of The Independent in
Accra,

OPINION
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Stripping of Degree

It was with great shame and
sorrow that | read in Junc 25
newspapers about the expul-
sion and stripping ol llonours
Degrec of a student of Dhaka
University for assaulting a
teacher.

That the student would be
expelled and his degree
stripped firrespective of the
finding of the Disciplinary
[3oard and other bodics, was a
forcgone conclusion when the
University Teachers Associa-
tion went on a strike [rom 6th
June, demanding above pun-
ishment without awaiting the
Disciplinary Board's recom-
mecndation.

University was coerced into
taking a decision by a group
against an individual who was
not even present to defend
himsell. This group had no re-
gard for the students who
were sitting for their Honours
and subsidiary exams, which
had to be postponed because of
the strike. All the students
were made hostage by the
tcachers. Il they had the
slightest sense of responsibil-
ity. they would have continued
with their classes and let the
DPisciplinary Board carry out
their work.

One can imagine what grave
provocation would compel a
student to assault a teacher,
and that too a student of Mas-
ter's Class, in a discipline as
dillicult as Physics where, we
know, only the top students
are admitted.

None of the University cor-
respondents of any newspaper
have published the reason that
caused the student to act vio-
lently while all the
published the news of the
assault.

| understand from some of
the students of Physics De-
partment that there was a un-
friendly relationship between
this student, Ansar Alf, and the
associate professor, Mr Badrul
Alam, and this resulted in the
student failing three times In
his honours exam for subjects
taught by the Associate Proles-
sor. This continued to the
Master's Class and in one ol
the Practical Exams, the Pro-
lessor gave him zero mark.
This led to argument culminat-
ing in the assault.

Unlike Board exams, in the

university, the exams are con-

ducted and papers corrected
by the tcachers thcemsclves,
and thus a vindictive Leacher

can cause harm to the
students.

| do not condone the act of
assault, which should be pun-
ishced by all means, but should
not the teacher be pulled up?
After all what sort of a teacher
is he who invites violent reac-
tion from students. |

I refuse to believe that all
the - teachers are superior
beings and their personal feel- |
ings do not influence the
marking of the papers.

University authority has
taken away Ansar Ali's Honours
Dcgree as a punishment. But is |
it a fair decision? He obtained

his degree because he passed
the examination, and by taking

away his degree what the |

authority indicating is that he

is not qualified as a Honours

E:.n student. Can the Degree
le

way past the time ol award of
the degree? How is his
present action connected with
his academic result of the
past? Perhaps expulsion of the
student for a period would

have been the correct
punishment. '
it makes myhmdhwlnl

pllymkedhranntﬂunl

shame when | see that a deci-
sion of Syndicate members,
who are all very responsible
persons of the country, by
which a student of Dhaka Uni-
versity will loose his Degree
Certi for which he stud-
icd for over 18 ycars, and
which will deprive a boy, whe
has reached upto Masters class
in the university, his Hvcli-
hood, was taken by them with-
out considering the far keach- |
ing consequences on the boy
and his future and his :

| am not sure what sort of
bac nd Ansar Ali has, but
il he is poor, | feel sorry, as he
will not have the means lnl
seck | remedy at the court
and sufler for the rest of his
life for a decision of the Uni- I
versity which was way beyond
fustice.

Sir, why do you not send
one of your ace reporters to
the university o do an inves-

tigative rtpon,ﬂlnlhltmr

readers can both sides of
the story.

Narme All

Motijheel, Dhaka




