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Khaleda hands
over cheque

RAJSHAHI, July |: Prtme
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
Wednesday handed over a
cheque for Tk onc lakh to Mis
Modasser Ali, father of Ruhul
Kabir, former VP of the Engi
neering Universily Ceniral
Students Unton who drowned

in the Buriganga, reporis BSS
Ashura on

July 12

The holy Ashura will be ob
served on July 12 as Muharram
10 will fall on that day, th
National Moon Sighting Co
mmitliee at {is mocting
Wedncsday decided

According to Islamic Foun
dation, the Moon Sighting
Commitice at its meeting with
Secretary, Mintsiry of Rels
gious Allairs yesterday re
viewed reports from district
administrations, district and
divistonal offices of Islamic
Foundation and Mcicorological

restore the colortal name was
contrary o the values of free
report BSS.
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Jamaat walks out, JP abstains from JS

Al -led Opposition joins session

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL)-led
Opposilion, ending efghty-day
boycot!l, came back to parlia-
ment ycsterday. But the much
expected normaley was dis-
rupted again as Jatiya DParty
continued with its abstention
and as Jamaal-e-Islami staged
a walkoul,

The scssjon, delayced by 45
minutcs, began at 4.45 pm
with Spcaker Shatkh Razzaq
Ali in the chair, With the scals

of JP members empty and gal-

leries full of visitors, the House
gave a very lively look. Leading
a mini-procession, Sheikh
Hasina, Leader of the
Opposition, entered the House.

Immediately after the ritu-
als were over, Prol Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of
the House rose to inform that
the Treasury Bench and the
boycotting Opposition Bench
have reached an understanding
to make positive contributions
to institutionalisc and consol-

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina and
other MPs proceeding to join the budget session yesterday.
— Star photo

idate democracy.

Reading out the joint dec-
laration signed by the ruling
party and the Opposition, Prof
Chowdhury said active partici-
pation of all member in the
proceedings of the House
could make positive contribu-
tion to resolve the social, eco-
nomic and political problems
including poverty alleviation.

The words of Prof
Chowdhury were widely ac-
claimed by the members of

Budget can't be
satisfactory to
all: Saifur

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman Wednesday said that
the government's choice would
be an 'in-belween systcm’ of
the command economy and
the market-oriented economy.

Regarding withdrawal of
protection from various indus-
trial sectors, the Finance
Minister said these were in
fact the process of 'shock
therapy' to bring potentiality in
the economy.

Protection was being given
to the local industries since
long, but those did not re-
spond positively, Saifur
Rahman said, adding that
rather, in some cases, it went

. against the interest of the con-

sumers,

He also said that the gov-
ernment would enact a law for
protecting the interest of the
CONSUMErs soon.

The Finance Minister was
exchanging views with the
country’'s leading busincssmen
on the proposed budget at a
meeting organised by the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commeree and Industry
(MCCI). LA

See Page 12 Col 4

Opposition thumping their
tables while the Treasury
Bench listened with rapt at-
tention.

As Prof Chowdhury [inished,
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, leader of Jamaat
Parliamentary Party took the
floor to protest certain
amendments to the resolution
adopted ecarlier in the last
scssion.

Describing the accord be-

See Page 12 Col 4

PM's selection to
get priority in
nationalising

schools, colleges

By Staff Correspondent

The Government plans Lo
nationalise one college and one
secondary school in those
thanas which do not have such
public institutions.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question, the Education
Minister told the Parliament
that 300 schools will be na-
tionalised in the first three
ycars and another 100 in the
fourth year.

The minister said only
thosc institutions will get pri-
ority which the Prime Minister
will selcct for nationalisation.

This comment of the minis-
ter immediately attracted vol-
leys of criticisms from the
Opposition bench.

Suranjit Sengupta of
Ganatantri Party said such pro-
cess of priority is undemo-
cratic and said the former
President Ershad also used
similar methods.

Tofael Ahmed of Awami
League said declaration of the
Prime Minister can not be the

‘he Edutation Minister

See Page 12 Col 7
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North-South gas pipeline

Govt to compensate $14m
for delaying project

The government has [inally
decided o pay 14 million US
dollar as co sation for de-
lay of the mnorth-south gas
pipeline project to Saipem,
the Italian eontractor of the
project

HHowever, Saipem has
shown its strong resentment
against certpin term of the
government | for payment of
the money, gecording to con-
cerned sourges,

The term which came un-
der fire ts that the government
will have the right to realisc
full amount of eompensation
[rom Saipem if the firm is later
found to be responstbic for Lhe
delay

The pipcline laying work
was supposed to be complcted

By Inam Ahmed

by April, 1991 but was delaycd
by one year. The delay along
with the loss of the govern-
ment was due to the negli-
gence of a section of
Petrobangla olficials in signing
the contract, according to the
sources.

Sources said the compensa-
tion has not yet been fulr;rcpaid
to Saipem. Only two million US
dollar and Taka 70 million has
so [ar been given to Salpem by
the government.

Concerned sources said
Saipem may pul pressurc on
the government through the
World Bank and the company
may also go for arbitration.

Sources said Bangladesh
could have casily avoided the
loss in compensation if

Petrobangla acted according to
the lcgal agreement between
the government and the IDA.

The agreement clearly
stated that no contract shall be
awarded until the right-of-way
(ROW) for laying pipeline has
been acquired.

However, Petrobangla for
some myslerious reasons,
hurriedly awarded the contract
to Mcssrs Saipem of Italy on
February, 1990 without acquir-
ing the ROW for the work.

On Junc 1990, ROW was
given for only two kilometers
although the full work of the
N-S pipcline was supposced to
be completed during the
1990-81 dry scason ending on
April 30, 1991.

Scc Page 12 Col 6

Transport strike called off

The striking group of the
Bangladesh Road T:l.nlpnﬂ
Workers Federation has for-
mally withdrew the nearly-col-
lapsed indefinite strike after a
mecting with the Communi-
cation Ministcr on Wed :

A lederation leader told The
Dafly Star that the strike was
withdrawn on the basis of the
stalement by the
Communication Minister in
the paritament on June 24.

The federation had called
the strike from June 22 to
press home its 1]-point de-
mands including amendment

By Staff Correspondent

of Industrial Relation
Ordinance and putting the
workers under bailable section
after any fatal accident.

Manjurul Ahsan Khan, the
executive president of the
federation called the workers
to operale their vehicles and
the sirike was ncar-collapsc
following the call.

But the supporters of the
strike started attacking the
passengers vehicles around
the tal with petrol bombs
o the strike that left
al least 200 and

drivers inju and owver 100

vehicles ;

One driver Shahidullah in-
jured earlier in the attack,
died Wednesday at a privale
clinie, federation sources said.

A group ol siriking leaders
led by federation president
Waziuddin Khan Wednesday
called on Communication
Minister Olf Ahmed at his res-
idence and announced their
withdrawal, lederation said.

Meanwhile, one federation
source said that the leaders of

and anti -strike groups will
talks for the patch-up of

‘Public trial of
Golam Azam on
British TV

MANCHESTER (England),
July 1: British Television cha-
nnel, Granada TV, organised a
programme on Bangladesh's
controversial Jamaat leader
Prof Golam Azam this week,
reports UNB.

The programme, “"Public
Trial” of Professor Golam
Azam, lelecast en Sunday
Wune 28), was thrown to an
audiecnce comprising Bang-
ladeshis.

Renowned journalist Abdul
Gallar Chowdhury, who is edi-
lor of a local Bangla weekly —
Purbodesh, prescnted the
Golam Azam case for the pros-
ecution. Prol Golam Azam was
defended by his eldest son
Mamun Al-Azami.

Gallar Chowdhury accused
the Jamaal leader of collabora-
ting with the Pakistani army in
murder, rape and torture dur-
ing the Liberation War in 1971,

e argued that Golam Azam
could not be tried earlier as he
had fled the country. More-

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Rathajatra today

The llindu community will
ceicbrale today (Thursday)
“the Rathajatra” (chariot festi-
val] of Shree Shree Jagannath
Dev with due religious fervour,
reports OSS.

Chariots will be drawn on
the day in different areas of
the country. The chartot draw-
ing rite will be followed by
colourful processions partici-
palcd by the devotecs.

According te the Hindu
my Lhology, God Jagannath Dev
rode on the charfot on the day
for showering blessings to
mankind for establishing their
rights.

The other programmes to
mark the day include fair, cul-
tural function, circus and pup-

the almost splitting federation. | pet show.

-i:’iood;englilf vast areas of Sherpur, Jamalpur

Onrush of llood water from
the hilly arcas with
inccssan! rains inundated vast
areas in the basin
while crosion left several thow-
UNB.

to reach -

thanas of Jamalpur distriet
have been inundated over the

last 24 hours ending 6 pm
yesierday
Seven villages in

seven in [slampur and three
each iIn Dewanganj and

thanas were sub-

e Sodmepen Sowing by

river Jamuna rose close to
danger mark near Bahad urabad
Ghat in Dewangan| thana,
Water Development Board
SOurces said

With the rise of water level,
erosion by the Jamuna intenst-
fied further, threatening the
existence of thana

Erosion by the Jamuna has
rendered 10,000 f{amilies

homeless and ¢ ifed 15,000
acres of land in thana over
the last one year, official

sources said. Some 50 families
of Pullakandi were made
homeless in the last two days.
A vast area in Sherpur dis-
trict alse went under water
incessant rain ovcr
River Sumeswari at Jhinai-
gati, Karnajura at Sreebordi
ahd Mregl at Sherpur recor-
ded sharp rise.
UNB correspondent from
Pabna reports: At least |, 000

families in five thanas of
greater Pabna were rendered
homeless by two mighty rivers
— the Padma and the Jamuna
— during the last three days.

The erosion victims are of
Kazipur, Belkuchi and Chow-
hali thanas in Sirajganj and
Sujanagar thana in Pabna
districts, WD sources said.

About 700 [amilies of the
effected thanas took shelter on
the nearby fNood control em-
bankments.

About 200 houses in cight

Sce Page 12 Col 8
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'Turn tree planting
into a social
movement : PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Wednesday inaugu-
rated the national tree planta-
tion campaign with a clarion
call to give the allorestation
programme the shape of a so-
clal movement, reports BSS.

Begum Khaleda Zia initiated
the campaign at two pro-
grammes organised to mark
the ocecasion in the capital and
Rajshahi. Both the pro-

grammes were organised by
the Forest and Environment
Ministry.

In Dhaka, the Prime
Minister said we want to turn
tree planting campaign into a
strong social movement anpd
urged the political social or-
ganisations to supplement gov-
ernment efforts. She hoped
they would include it in their

See Page 12 Col 7
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a inaugurating the

week-long afforestations programi? e by planting a sapling

at Old Airport in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

| DU announces

Tk 46.44 cr
budget

By DU Correspondent

Prolessor Shahiduddin Ah-
med, Treasurer of Dhaka Uni-
versity yesterday announced
Tk 46.44 crore budget for
fiscal 1992-93 with a deficit of
Tk 6.97 crore.

Revenue income for the [is-
cal '92-'93 has been estimated
at Tk 40.88 crore of which Tk
35.50 crore will be provided
by the government while about
Tk 5.38 will be collected from
the university's internal re-
sSOUrces.

The budget was announced
on the third day of the annual
session of DU Senate with
Vice-Chancellor Professor

Maniruzzaman Miah in the
chair.

Sce Page 12 Col |

Ex-UZ chairman
of Habigan;]
killed in city

By Staff Correspondent

A former upazila chairman
of Habiganj district was
stabbed to death at Fulbaria in
the city last night.

The victim, Abdus Samad
Chawdhury, 35, a former
vhairman of Lakhai upazila
came to Fulbaria Super Market
where some unidentiflied mis-
creants stabbed him repeat-
edly and left the spot at
around 8: 15 last night.

Fatally injured Abdus Samad
was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where doctors on duty de-
clared him dead.

When contacted Motijheel
police acknowledged the in-
cident but falled o give de-
tails.

Abdus Samad came to
Dhaka from Lakhai last
Tuesday. It was suspected that
he was murdered [ollowing a
ruﬂ;x uarrel. The victim
eft nd his wife and two
children.
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