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Forest Resources and its Development in Bangladesh

M N A Katebi
Chief Conservator of Forests Bangladesh

rture ol
rulers, the

lopment of forest resources in
this part of, the then, British
India, now known as
Bangladesh, started getting
momentum from ecarly Seven-
ties. In Bangladesh some three
million ha of total land areca, is
classified as forest. The Gov-
ernment-owned forest arcas is
about two million ha; the rest
consists of privately controlled
village forests and homestcad
plantations spread throughout
the country. The Government-
owned forest area compriscs
almost 1.5 million ha of natural
forests and plantations under
the control of the Forest De-
partment in the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, and
some 0.6 million ha of un-

. classed state forest adminis-

tered by the Ministry of Land
through local authorities.

Forest land controlled by
Forest Department compriscs
660,000 ha of hill forests, lo-
cated in Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar, Sylhet and the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts region;
120,000 ha of Sal forest, lo-
cated in the central, part of
the country; and 570,000 ha of
mangrove forests, located in
the deltaic zonc of Sundarbans
with small areas in the coastal
belt of the Chittaong region. ‘In
addition, since 1965 Forest
Decpartment has established
abouj, 104,000 ha of mangrove
plantations in coastal areas
along the Bay of Bengal and on
oflshore islands.

The forests under the con-
trol of the Forest Department
can be classified into the fol-
lowing three of forest types :

i) Hill forests

if) Mangrove forests

itf) Plainland sal forests

iv] Hill forests : The forests

in the Eastern districts fall-

under this category. This in-
cludes natural forests and
plantations in the districts of
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar,
Rangamati, Bandarban, Sylhet,
Habiganj and Moulvibazar. This
forest type covers an area of
1.65 million acres including
about 296,300 acres of planta-
tions which have been estab-
lished by replacing the exist-
ing natural forests or raising
lantations on barren hilly
and, starting from the fourth
quarter of the last century. The
hill forest is the principal
source of timber, fuelwood and

bamboo.

v) Mangrove forests : The
mangrove forest of Bangladesh
falls under two broad cate-

gorics j.e. the natural man-
grove forcst in the southwest
of Bangladesh which is com-
monly known as Sundarbans
and the plantations of man-
grove species which have been
established all along the coast
and ‘in oflf-shore islands in the
Bay of Bengal.

Sundarbans streiches as a

continuous belt of mangrove
[orests [rom
baleswar/haringhata river in
the east lo Raimangal river
bordering 24-Parghana district
in West Bengal in the west
This formatifon is the largest
mangrove forest in the world
and the portion of Sundarbans
which [alls in Bangladesh is
richer in flora, fauna and pro-
ductivity than the portion in
West Bengal. The Sundarban
forest with an arca of 1.45 mil-
lion acres is the most produc-
tive chunk of mangrove lorest
in the world. It is the source of
supply ol raw material to a
number ol industries. In addi-
tion, thousands ol wood cut-
ters, fishermen, honey, mol-
luse and Golpatta collectors
depend on Sundarbans for

their livelihood. Sundarbans is
the natural habitat for a large
mumber of wild animals includ-
ing thc Royal Bengal Tiger.
Sundarban is one of the richest
natural wildlifc habitat in this
part of the world.

Plantation aclivities in
newly accreted chars in the
coastal arcas werce initiated In
the late 60s. lowever, inten-
sive plantation programme was
taken up in mid 1970s and so
[ar about 250,000 acres of
plantation has been cstablished
in the coastal districts. In ad-
dition to the creation of a new
lree resource base, the coastal
plantations protect the hinter-
land from cyclonic storms, ti-
dal waves, accelcrates the rate
ol sediment deposition and ac-
cretion, provides shelter to
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birds and food to fish and
crustaceans. This may be men-
tionced here that DBangladesh
was the first dountry in the
world to take up massive man-
grove plantation, programme.
Techniques and mechanism
for mangrove plantation estab-
lishment and management
have been developed locally.

vi) plainland forests :

Plainland forest which is
more commonly known as Sal
forcst is spread in small
chunks over a number of plain-
land districts even though
mosl of it is localed in Tangail,
Mymensight and Gazipur dis-
tricts. According to the results
ol inventorics carried out in
carly 1980s, the forests under
the control of the Forest De-

partment has a growing stock

of 1607.85 million cubic fcet
in both natural forests and

plantations. This includes
489.65 million cubic fect in

mangrove forests, an estimated

45.0 million cubic fecet in
plainland Sal forest and 1073.2
million cubic feet in hill
forcsts. The village [orest in-
ventory which was completed
in 1981 cstimated the tree
growing stock at 1931.96 mil-
lfon cubic [eet. The growing
stock of bamboo in the country
has been estimated at 2.58
miilliont A'D tons.

Inspite of the fact that the
per capita consumption of
timber and [fuelwood in
Bangladesh is much lower than
its neighbouring countrics, the
gap between the actual de-
mand and supply is large and
stcadily widening. The country
is capable of mceting about a
third of the demand of lucl-
wood from existing sources on
a sustainable bases. It is possi-

ble to meet 70-80% of d¢mand
of timber in the country from
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the existing sources. The cur-

rent demand of bamboo can

also not be met from local
sources on a sustainable basis.
The supply to the industries
also can not be met properly
unless exploitation is done be-
yond admissible limits causing
depletion ol the tree resource.

The current forestry prac-
tices leaves a lol of scope for
improvement, particularly in
the hill and plainland forests.
The Presentl production level
is much lower than whatl can
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Message

Environmental degradation is the bigges! problem of loday’s world. Bangladesh is
also a victim of Lhis disaster. Qur huge population and poverty are the prime causes of
environmental pollution. Large scale reduction of orest is also causing damage to our
environmental equilibrium and creating adverse eflect on the climatic cvcle. Drought.
sofl erosion, inlertility, desertification, reduction in the navigability of our river svsiem.
llood, cyclane and tidal-bores are the ill-effects of forest destruction. On account of
ruthless destruction of forests and trees, our overall national resources registered a
downward trend. Our very exislence has become thregiened. So, in the context of
worldwide gdverse environmental situation and in the backdrop of the recentlv
concluded *Earth Summit” in Brazil, the country-wide national tree plantation cam
paign [rom July | assumes an endrmous importance for us.

Trees play an ameliorating rol¢ in the preservation and improvement of environ
ment. Trees | - on accounit of “Creen
House Elfect” and other causes. Trees dlso BANY dowh the intensity of Halral"
calamities. That is why. side-by-sidewith other programmes, we are atiaching highest
priorily Lo the afloresia tion programme in order (o bring about environmental equilib-
rium. [ Oeiieve, Lhe lree plantation drive will make eflective contribution 1o the
mainienance of environmental balance and increasing the resources of the countsy.

Tree plantalion campaign is our national programme Political commitment is
indispensable lo make il a success. In the past such campaigns did not achieve the
desired success because of lack of political will of the Government. But a democratic
structure of government is now prevalent in the country.

I this democralic frame-work, the Government and the Oppasition are equally
commilled. We mus! therefore work unitedly to implement this programme irrespective
of political and party affiliation and opinten. Tree planting has o be done in the
homestead and ils surroundings. More plantings have 1o be done on the banis of the
tanks, along roads and highways, railways, embankments and canal banks and also
on Lne recently surfaced new islands adjoining coastal 2ones. The leachers, students
and the social workers can play a vital role to carry through the campaign by planting
trees in the compounds of educational, religious and cultural institutions. | also urge
upon Lhe non-government organisations to piay Lheir proper role in this field.

We shall have o lake a [resh vow today lo develop our lorest resource and to
preserve ecological balance in the counitry. Let us make united efforts to build a secure,
beautiful and environmentally sound self-reliant Bangladesh for our posterity. Let us
transform the tree plantation and aflorestation programme into a national movement.

[ wish the country-wide tree piantation campaign all sucvess.
' Khaleda Zia

Prime Minister
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Social Fo;e_stfy—ﬂ Development

OCIAL Forestry (SF) is
S primarily an innovation

-of and for developing
countries, evolved as a social
strategy for growing and
conserving wood resources in
intensively human interfered
situation, SF is indeed a very
recent terminology in the
realm of forestry practices and
universally agreed definition is
yet Lo emerge. However, the
most widely accepted and
understood definition of SF
explains it as 'Forestry and

iree growing activities which

intimately involves local people
in planning, implementation
and owning or sharing benefits
arising out of such plantation
activitics' — (FAO).

SF thus envisages a spec-
trum of situations from
woodlots in areas which are
sort of wood and other forest
products for local needs,.
threugh the growing of trees at
the farm level to provide cash
crops and raw materials for
the processing of forest prod-

I __J uects at the household, artisan

Ali Akbar Bhuiyan

Project Director,
Upazila Banayan and Nursery Prakalpa

or small industry level 1o gen-
erate income, to the activitics
of forest dwelling communi-
tes,

Why Social F-:;rt:sllj"?
The  forestry situalion in

many counirics in turning
from bad to worse and the rate

al which destiruction of forcst

resources took place had becn

. much faster than the contem-

porary attempls of rehabilita-
tion, and as such restoration to
even original status is largely
in default, while the population

is constantly on the increase

with consequent increased
demand. In other situations,
current cffort towards rehabili-
tation is being [rustrated by
the growing population, both
for land and products and as a
result, investment and efforts
tend to be a total wasle.
Bangladesh is confronting beth
the situations. In such alarm-
ing circumstances, SF pro-
gramme, as a self-defense
mechanism, is required inter
alia on three pressing accounts
viz., as attempts to:

{) readily create resources at
the uses level,

il Alleviate rural poverty
through tree growing ac-
tivity, and

iii) create a '‘Bulfer Zone' re-
sources to save the tradi-

Strategy

tional foreslry
[rom the wrath of hungry
population.

To be pragmatic, the total
forestry activity in the context
of Bangladesh should have a
social forestry bias because of
the unique status ol population
magnitude and meagre forest
land with seemingly uncontrol-
lable prolection problem. The
mode and degree of people's
participation, of ecourse, have
got to be sorted out on the ba-
sis of situations and experi-
ences with SF programmes,
but this is a rcaﬂty to which
statesman, planners and
foresters must keep- their
minds open. It must be appre-
ciated thal as long as efforts to
create new wealth falls short of
the minimum current demand
and annual growths thereto,
canstant depletion of re-
sources will be hard to arrest,
unless and until people them-
sclves resolved to protect such
resources based on their un-
derstanding of the overall situ-
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