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SERVING DEMOCRACY WORLDWIDE )7 i &

HE Berlin Wall long
stood as a symbol of the
Cold War, of a divided
of a divided Europe —
. of a divided world. s
destruction now izes a
new era In which the
con n of democracy Iis
spreading worldwide, over-
tgruwln' the totalitarian
regimes of Eastern Europc.
shaking the foundatiens ol
sid in South Alrica, and
clected governments

b Sonth America, a continent
long blighted by brutal military
dictatorships. As Sccretary of
State for External Affairs Bar-
bara Mc told the United
Nations General Assembly In
§cplember 1991. "The pace
and direction of events of the
pasi few months have, in gen-
eral terms, augured well for a
more secure and more
cquitable world order, and for
the ultimate triumph of a
::I‘*H dedicated to the rulc of

Su for this burgconing
of lth:ﬂuh of law and for

demoeracy 18 a keystone of
Canadian foreign policy. The
continuing spread of demo-
cratic institutions is critical to
the n of international
peace, respect for human
rights and a more just distribu-
tion of the planet's wealth
Canada encou this pro-
. cess both bila ly and multi-

, through membership
in such organizations as the
United Nations, the Common-
wealth and the Organization of
American Statcs.

Collapse of Communism

The most dramatic change
has occurred in Eastern Eu-
rope and the Soviet Union
with the sudden collapsc of
Communism. The dizzying
pace of change in the East
confronts the West with an
historic opportunity and a

city,
I
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great responsibility. Canada has
riscn to this challenge by
eslablishing a Task Forcc on
Central Eastern Europe o
bring together public and pri-
vale resources in support of
the push toward democracy
and private enterprise. Under
the acgis of this body, Central
and East European govern-
ments are helped o
sirengithen the democralic
frame work of their countrics
and Lo move toward a market

coonomy.

As a multiracial body that

cncompasscs nations from all
parts of the world, the Com-
monwcalth {8 a natural arcna
for the promotion of democ:
racy, even béyond the obvious
cxample of South Alrica. At
their 1989 mecting, Lhe
Commonwecalth hceads of gov-
crnment agrced that the
strengthening of democratic
institutions was onec arca to
which memher, governments
could cnnﬂ’ihul:, espccially
through the mounting ol clee-
loral obsctyer missions. Ac-
cordingly, Ganada has provided
observers of clections in
Malaysia and Bangladesh, and
iwo prominent Canadians,
former Ontario Premicers Frank
Miller and David Petcrson,
have served as observers for
the Guyanese registration
process. |

Democpatic development
can not be isolated from cco-
nomic and social development.
Belicving . that human  re-
sources afe Lhe most valuable
means of .bringing aboul
change, Canada contributes to
the arcas of social and ecco-
nomic development in numer-
ous ways; A Canadian inftiative
led to the cstablishment of a
working ( group to cnhance
human ts. To promote cd-
ucational advancement, the
1987 Commonwealth mecting
in Vancouver ratified another

Canadian initiative by setling
up the Commonwealth of
Learning, making the best
courses of = institutions
throughout the Commonwecalth

available to students in any
member country. Canada also
strongly  supports a greater
role for women in develop-
ment issuces by ensuring that
they have a voice in policy and

planning.

Long a staunch supporter of
sanctions in South Africa,
Canada is looking ahcad o a
post-apartheid era when the
buflding ol democratic institu-
tions will become a paramount

concern.

Although a relative ncew-
comer to the Organization of
Amcrican States (OAS), Canada
has quickly rcalized its value as
a force [or democracy. In
1990, Canada proposed and
received unanimous support
for the creation of a Unit for
the Promotion of Democracy
within the OAS Seccrelariat.
This Unit has monitored a
number of clections, including
Haitf's, with Canada organizing

the OAS contribution.

The world is enlering a new
and cxciting era. Barriers
around the world are crashing
down, and pcople long ex-
ploited and oppressed are de-
manding the bencfits of
democracy. Canada is respond-
ing to their plea by supporting
the bolstering ol democratic
struclures when they are weak
or non-existent, and by sup-
porling programmes that di-
rcetly benefit the people
themselves, helping them to
e¢nsure that there is no tuming
back from the path of democ-
racy.

Taken Jrom Canada
IReports, External Affairs and
International Trade Canada,
Vol IV, No 2, 1992.
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gion in 1956 to lake
part in the United Nation's
first peaceckeeping forcc.
UNEF 1 little did t know
that they would represent the
beginning of a long and distin-
guished Canadian tradition.
Over the 35-year period, an es-
timated 85,000 Canadians have
served with the UN peace-
g forces and peacckecp-
ing has become a source of
national pride dnd a significant
consideration in Canada’'s
overall defence policy.

Peacckeeping has also made
Canada a world leader in what
promises to be a growth indus-
try. In 1990, Canada had more
troops involved in interna-
tional peaceckeeping than did
any other country. With plan-
ning under way for ncw pcacc-
keeping missfons in the West-
crn Sahara, Cambodia, El Sal-
vador and, possibly, Yugoslavia,
it s likely that many more
Canadians. will don the UN's
emblemaltic blue berets in the
coming years.

Canada is the only country
that can claim to have partici-
pated in every mission to
restore, monitor and maintain
pcace cver held under the
auspices of the United Nations.
It has also contributed to non-
UN missions aimed at restor-
ing pcace in Indochina, Nige-
ria and, more recently, with a
Europcan Community led mon-
itoring mission, in Yugoslavia.

For a short period, it
appeared that Canada's rccord
had fallen by the wayside, be-
causc of its non-participation
in the modest, 60-person first
phase of the United Nations
Angola Verification Mission
(UNAVEM). With the June
1991 announcement ol Cana-
da's contribution of military
observers to be second phase,
however, Canada's record was
restored.

UNOGIL, UNIPOM, UNEF,
UNGOMAP, UNIIMOG, UNT-
COK, ONUC, UNTEA _ the
alphabet soup of UN missions
has spanned the globe. Canadi-

ans have served in the Sinai,

Zatire, Koreca, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, Laos, West New Guinea
and. the Dominican Republie,
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former UN Under-Secretary
General for Special Political
Aflairs pointed out lo an Ot-
tawa audience, the cost of UN
peacckecping amounts to
about ] cent of the world's
annual arms sales. "The idea

its armed forces.

The respect Canada has
garnered as a leader in peace-
kecping has, in turn, given its
citizens pride and satisfaction.
Public opinion polls consis-
tently show that a vast majority

as wcll as one the Indian-Pak-
istani Border. In addition to
UNAVEM. Canadians sporting

for an indcpendence referen-
dum,.
Canadians are finding them-

the blue beret can still be sclves playing important roles of Canadians rate their coun-  that peace is free and war is
found with the United Nations in what may become the (Lry's UN peacckeeping clflorts okay to be expensive is non-
Discngagement Observer Force largest pcacekeeping and as important or very impor- _secnsc. Peace is a great dcal

(UNDOF) on the Golan llcights
and with UN Truce Supervi-

tant. When UN peacckeeping
operations were awarded the

¢lections operation to date in
Cambodia.

cheaper and much more desir-
able than war. It's a bargain,

« sfon Organisation in Palestine Why has Canada excelled at Nobel Peace Prize in 1985, peacekeeping, but it costs
(UNTSO). They are long- . peacckeeping ? The answer most Canadians — and cspe- moncey.”

standing members of UNFICYP appears to be a combination of cially those with personal Adapted from Canada
the UN Force in Cyprus. Cana-  its willingness lo take on the experience — felt a well  Reports, External Affatrs and

job, its acceplability to other
counlrics and the expertise of

deserved’scnse of pride.

dian military enginecers form .
As Sir Brian Urquhart,

an cssential part of UNIKOM,
stationed in the demilitarized
zone on the Irag-Kuwail bor-
der.

Canadians werc indispens-
able in designing and partici-
pating in ONUCA, thc UN ob-
scrver force fn Central Amer-
fca

International Trede Canada,
Vol IV. No 2, 1992.

The "UN's prescnce in
Namibia through the UN Tran-
sitfon Assistance Group
(UNTAG) in 1989; in which
Bangladesh also participated,
has probably changed the face
of UN peacckeeping opcra-
tions — and subsequcntly
Canada’s involvement {n such
projects — forever. The UN
Transition Assistance Group
was far more than a military
opcration. In addition lo ob-
scrving the withdrawal of
South African forces from o .
Namibia and restricting war- i
ring forces o designated areas.  §o Ly
UNTAG organized, conducled i
and monitored the first frec
democratic clections in the
former South West Africa. The
task required armed forcces,
civilian police, clectoral su-
pervisors, cnumcralors and
scrutineers. About 250 Canadi-
ans particlpated in the 7000-
person operation, which has
become a model for others.
Canadlans have already been
assigned to lechnical missions
that are laying the groundwork !
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Cal gary Smpede, Calgary, Alberta.
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for a proposed UN operation in
the Western Sahara. The UN
Mission for the Referendum in
the Western Sahara
(MINURSO) will undertake the
diflicult task of enumecraling
the largely nomadic population
in the sparscly populated
desert region, in preparation
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF CANADA DAY
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Our Warmest felicitations
ont the occasion of

‘The Canada Day’
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TULIP DAIRY AND FOOD PRODUCTS LTD.

WVDA
VILLAGE MILK DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

GREENLAND ENGINEERS & TRACTORS CO. LTD. (GETCO)
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TULIP ENTERPRISE (PTE.) LTD.

26, Shyamoli, Mirpur Road, Dhaka-1207
Phone : 811251-3, 812164, 812175
Fax : 880-2-813319
Telex : 642664 GETC BJ

273, BLOCK-A, MIRPUR ROAD, MOHAMMADPUR, DHAKA-1207. BANGLADESH.
PHONE = 02-218220/02- 108048, TELEX S42020/842008 PCO BU FAX NO BBO-2-813118

Cable : Tractors.

Best Wishes to the People of
Canada on the occasion of

Canada Day

60, Dilkusha C/A (3rd Floor)
G P O Box - 2393, Dhaka - 1000, Bangladesh
Tel : 235781, Cable : Kakon-Dhaka

Tlx : 671241 NDL BJ

@ NATIONAL DYNamics Lo ||

Heartiest felicitations to the friendly |
people and the Government of

Canada on their National Day
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