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Information on Investment

A regional expert meeting just held in the
North Korean capital of Pyongyang has decided to
set up an Asia-Pacific area investment imformation
centre in Seoul next year. This will have the obvi-
ous purpose of disseminating necessary data and
facts relating to economic prospects in individual
countries in the region. The expert meeting has
been closely followed by another, this one at the
ministerial level, held in Tehran, to discuss the
prospects of industrialisaton in Asia-Pacific coun-
tries. Both the meetings had the support of sev-
eral United Nations organisations, including the
Economic and Social Commission for Asda and the

Pacific (ESCAP) and the UN Development Pro-

gramme (UNDP). =,

Such sé¢ldom produce instamt actions,
but they do offer useful ideas which. put into ef-
fect, strengthen economic co-operatioan among
concerned countries. The plan for the imvestment
information centre should, therefore, certainly
help in one specific area that is vital to Bangla-
desh, namely, the information-sharing on invest-
ment and trade. At this moment, the main source
of facts on these subjects are the coumntry's own
missions and some UN agencies. As far as we
know, there is no regional data or information
centre which could tell potential investors all
there is to know about possibilities in joint ven-
tures in Bangladesh, about the relevant laws and
regulations or about the labour market, to name a
few. This country may not be the world's perfect
place for foreign investments, but it certainly of-
fers attractive possibilities.

For more than reason, Seoul appears to be a
good location for the proposed centre. True, it is
a little far away from South Asia. But it is situated

the heart of a region which is awash with sur-
_ plus cash. For instance, Taiwan has foreign ex-
change reserves worth $75 billion, while South
Korea has $13 billion. Even the tiny city republic
of Singapore is sitting on a hefty foreign exchange
reserve of $20 billion.

A part of these reserves are being invested
abroad, but mostly in Southeast Asia or in what is
otherwise known as the ASEAN region. South Ko-
rea's investment in Bangladesh shows amn upward
trend. but it is still insignificant when compared
to Seoul's involvement in Southeast Asia.

However, what is disturbing is that a substan-
tial part of cash reserves held by these newly in-
dustrialised countries (NICs) in East Asia is being

nt on defence. With its relationship with
North Korea still following an uncertain course,
Seoul probably finds it dillicult to reduce its mili-
tary budget. But defence expenditures of Taiwan
and Singapore also remain high. It is important
that these countries start looking at imvestment
prospects in South Asia, including Bamngladesh,
instead of maintaining huge defence budgets or
confining their attention to Vietnam, Cambodia
and Indonesta in the field of investment n order
to do so, they need mnformation and hard facts.
And this is where the proposed centre in Seoul
should play a major role. _

It should be the responsibility of the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh to help the centre im Seoul in
every possible way. If th% project is to get ofl the
ground by next year, we have some six months to
complete our own data collection and other rele-
vant {acts on the economic situation in the coun-
{ry. In this respect, the Bangladesh muission in
Seoul should play an active role in monitoring the
progress of the project. It would certainly be a
welcome move if a Bangladeshi official can be
placed at the centre. We should indeed dertve

maximum possible benefits out of this worthwhile
venture.

Children Suffer in Somalia
Reports from Somalia are all disconcerting, to
say the least. One report has it that chidldren are
dying in hundreds — 100 of them in the Somalia
capital Mogadishu alone — of starvation and
hunger-related diseases every day. Add to this the
plight of Somali refugees in the high seas and off
the Yemeni coast near Aden, the nightmare of the
people of that war-torn country is comuplete. By
Monday at least 149 refugees had died from

hunger, thirst or heat exhaustion aboard a ship.
Against the backdrop of the large-scale starva-
tion facing the sub-Saharan region., Somalia's

problem has been made specially worse by the
fact of a political unrest in that country.

The children, in such crises. become the worst
victims. Somali children are just paying for the
blunder of their elders. Sub-Saharan Africa is in

pean countries seem to have overshadowed the
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largest s in parliament.
ﬂ'l.lrt.]'lﬂ ;’:ﬂmmuﬂ sweet
talk and the fact that the
Congress does not enjoy a

e in the Lok Sabha had
given the impression that the
country would see a new phase
of cooperation between the
government and the
opposition.

The functioning of the rul-
ing party has proved that it
yields space to others only if it
cannot help. For example, it
would not have given the Lok
Sabha deputy speakership to
the Bhartlya Janata Party il the
Congress could have won the
Speakership on its own. The
sclection of Shankar Dayal
Sharma as the presidential
candidate underlines the same

At no stage did the prime

| minister make a scrious cflort

for a consensus. He talked to
the CPI{M). a me-too party, but
did ndt bother about others.
Had Narasimha Rao agreed to
nominate vice-president from
among the opposition candi-
dates, Sharma would have got a
unanimous support.

Even then, the choice be-

. tween a reasonable agreement

and a shameful division over
the office, which should be
above con , could have
been avoided i the Congress
had accepted G G Swrcll,
former deputy speaker who is
a tribal leader in the north-
east, for vice-presidentship.
He is the opposition's choice
for presidentship. But he him-
scll told the prime minister
that he would withdraw from
the contest if the Congress
were to back his candidature
for vice-presidentship.
Narasimha Rao rcporiedly has
a retired civil servant in view
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mostly white Europeans with-
out much money but [illed with
grecat hopes about working
hard ard buying a house.

Now times have changed.
New immigrants increasingly
arrive in Canada and Australia
from Asia and Latin America.
and having made their fortunc
clscwhere, many newcomers
are dropping a lew hundred
thousand dollars as a down
paymcnt on a Canadian or Aus-
tralian passport as thecy bce-
come landed immigrants.

The resull is

HERE was a time when

Ltion

alia — which along with the
United States and New
Zealand are the only countries
in the world to accept fmmi-
grants as a matter of policy —
that are replete with ironfes.

Ottawa and Canbecrra arc
adopting a benign attitude to-
wards immigration that re-
flects the increasingly pluralis-
tic make-up of their popula-
tlons.

Australia's growing involve-
ment with fts Asian trading
partners and Canada's lJooming
ree trade pact with Mexico
have policy makers in both
countries asking how they can
best pursue ater cconomic
ties with bours, with the
frecr movement ol peoples.

But this collective mood in
Ottawa and Canberra urging
more liberal immigration poli-
cies, a direction that oflen
runs counter to popular
lon, may have reach a
platecau as the Increasing
refugee flows worldwide raise
alarm bells in Western capitals.

Such concerns were rajsed
in May as civil servants from
the Burcau of Immigration Re-
search in Melbourne and the
Department of Employment
and Immigration in Ottawa
gathered in Toronto to com-
pare and contrast their re-
speciive policies.

Morton Weinficlds, a sociol-
ogist at McGill University in
Montreal, told confcrence del-
egales Lhal as refugees move in

address. ,

compared
number of wehicles, road

mileage, vehicle run etc. There
are various f[acters for such
high rate, the driver-charac-
teristic

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

' Not Even Pretence of Consensus

It is difficult to say why the

has shed even the pretence of a consensus. Probably
fortably entrenched; probably it has come to infer froms the squabbling in the oppositioon ranks that the

thhe party feels com-
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for the post.

The declaration of Sharma's
name too did not reflect hu-
mility, a trait associated with
Narasimha Rao. In the past,
the prime minister would
himsell declare the name and
appeal to all political parties
for support. This time the an-
nouncement was made by V N
Cadgil, the Congress
spokesman, and Ghulam Nabi
Azad, minister for parliamen-
tary aflairs, who, however im-
portant, are mere [unctionar-
ies of the party.

It is difficult to say why the
Congress has shed even the
pretence of a consensus.
Probably the party feels com-
fortably entrenched; probably
it has come lo Infer from the
squabbling in the opposition
ranks that the government
cannot be defeated, probably 1t
is not afraid of facing a mid-
term poll. Whatever the rea-
son, at lcast the timing of the
Congress decision to go it
alone can be zeroed to April
Alter the budget was passcd at
thc end of March, the party
began to ignore the opposition.

The evidence was visible in
the Lok Sabha soon after. The
prime minister did not cven
put in an appcarance in the
House alter having promised
that he would replay on the
floor to the questions the op-
position had raised over the
kickbacks on the Bofors gun

- deal. Not only that, the parlia-

mentary aflairs minister
orchestrated the heckling
from the Congress benches Lo
drown the demand for more
information on the resignation

of Fnr:l;.n Minister

Madhavsinh Solanki.
It was not a small matter.

‘At the instance of the prime
minister,’ Solank! had submit-
ted a note to the Swiss author-
ities to go slow on the disclo-
sure of names of those who
had pockcted the kickbacks.
Had the ruling party been con-
cerned about the consensus,
nol fits credibility, it would
have made some gesture to the
opposition in the Speaker's

The amwount involved in the
scam, Lhe word used for the
bungling, may turn out to be of
the order of Rs. 8,000 crores.
The Bofors gun kickbacks to-
talled Rs. 64 crore and there
has been no respite to the suc-
cessive governments in the
past six years. A scandal, which
is 12 to I5 times more, any
prove to be an uncnding
nightmare for the rulers.

The fallout is bound to tell
upronn the policy of liberalisa-

chamber where the two met tion . Finance Minister
BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

scveral imes 1o reach a com-
promise. Even the promisc to
have the benecficiaries identi-
fied "without further procras-
tination” would have been sul-
fice at that time. The matler s
going to burst with all the in-
tensity in the ensuing session
of parliament from July 8.

In [act, the session may sce
an open warfare, with no holds
barred, for more than one rea-
son. A new scandal has come
to the surface. The opposition
is furtous over indiscriminate
advances by banks, running
fnto thousands of crores of ru-
pees, against the far-less val-
ued shares and government
sccurities. In some cases,
there were notl any guarantee.
The Reserve Bank of India,
supposed to supervise the
working of banks, has bcen
caught napping.

Manmohan Singh may be jusii-
fled in arguing that there is no
nk between the scam and lib-
cralisation. But since the 0i-
nance ministry was Llaking
credit for the boom in the
share market in the wake of its
rollclﬂ, it cannot run away
rom the blame. Too many
people seem to have connived
at too many levels for too long
a pecriod; banks alone are nol
to blame. It appears that RBI
r S. Venkataraman has
*en retained to propitiate the
opposition when it butlds up
attack in parlament. By send-
ing him out earlfer, Manmohan
Simgh would have been too ex-
posed.

Again, the nonchalant man-
ner {n which the government
is dealing with the criticism
méakes all official pronounce-
ments suspect. On lesser mat-

Etan Vlessing writes from Toronto

lers, it has invited the s -

" Ulon for a discussion. not

on the worst scandal in India’s
historw? The government
would have fitselfl gained
througgh such meeting. It
might thave assuaged some of
the feasrs of the and
preparwed tLhe ground for an
orderly debate in parliament.
Politiceal tend to take
an intractable stand in the
open forum of parliament. The
opposiftion may now balk at
concediing even the most con-
vincingg point.

This is the time when a
consermsus would have helped.
The rnment would have
been mmore forthcoming and
the ition less bitchy. In
the nce of equalion, it
is going to be free for all The
Congresss will be the biggest
loser I»ecause people are al-
ready prepared to belicve the
worst of charges nst it. The
nation will also suffer in an at-
mosphscre where every aclion
of rulexs will arouse doubt and
defllance.

The scene will become still
murkier because even the
scemblasnce of understanding
among the opposilion partics
has alseo got vitiated. The ruling
ﬁ::ty moay feel jubflant that it

been able to divide the op-
positimn by enticing the
Marxisits to its side. Their dis-
fllusiomment it against V P
Singh. the Janata Dal leader,

ernmemil’'s economic policies.
And winen the chips are down,

willl be on the other side.

L

“
For decades Canada and Australia were flooded with European immigrants, the majority
from Great Britain. But more recently that pattern has been changing, with an increasing
number of people arriving from Asia and Latin America. As Gemini News Service reports,
the new immigrants are forcing these countries, with two of the most liberal immigration

policies in the world, to make some changes.

Changing trends in immigration

increasing numbers around the
world, Westcrn politictans are

often et wondering wherce
they are headed and they
wil t there.

- menis are asking if
the existing Instruments Lhat
allow pecople to leave war
zones, and to seck and take up
prolection elsewhere, are
enough. If they aren’t, the con-
sensus is we may need more
instruments.” Weinflield said,

The number of refugee
claimants into Canada grew
markedly during the 1980s,
from about 5000 in 1983 o
nearly 36,000 in 1990 Total
immigration into the cities of
Vancouver and Toronto be-

dividers of Dhaka City. So long
it was a tradc-mark of Dhaka
Municipality and now being

adopled by the Roads and
Highways Department in some

portion of airport road possibly
on the mis-conception of bet-

ter technology of traflic-con-
trol. These iron-joists speaks a
silent language: "Come -on, hit
me and get Jost.”

Imagine the consegquences
of hitting any of the unmarked
iron-joists even by accident
with a speed of 20-30 miles!
This is a fron-fist method of

part of road -users which some-
times even be the cost of a
vehicle of Tk 10-15 lac exclud-
ing the cost of lives of oecu-

pants.
The installation of fron
mrndhhnlhnu:

Canada

Australia

tween 1986 and 1991 repre-
scnted 38 per cent of popula-
tion growth in Canada during
the period.

Police makers in both coun-
irics are also grappling with

cvolving, highly contentious
distinctions between economic
and political migrants.

Many delegates to the con-
ference pointed to the work of
the United Nations in urging
cconomic growth in develop-
ing countries to forestall
greater flows of economic mi-

grants.
As the 1992 UN Human De-
velopment Report put it : “If

the international community
does not have the foresight to

but a childish approach with a
chicken-like treatment to road
uscrs. [t should be un-
derstood that wants to
make an accident involving life
and pruzrty — they just do
happen lor various factors and

the reventive approach

should be rational.

Now let us talk about the
pavement top where the ten-
de is to make it smooth
which s very da s in
Bangladesh because of occa-
sional rains. The top layer of
pavement should be non-skid.
The pavement of Airport Road
was constructed with asphalt
concrete. Recently a layer of
premixed seal coat was applied
making it a skid-surface and
accident-prone road specially
during rains and in fact some
road accidents have occurred
on this road for this reason

only.

| would request the Honou-
rable Minister for Communi-
mt- kindly take the

sieps lo prevent

incidence of road -nnld:nt:wlh
Dhaka City. (1) lron-joists
placed beside the road-island
should immediately be re-
moved and should not be used

create economic opportunities
where they are needed most,
then the world may wilness
unprecedented international
migration in the 21st century,
far owulstripping the vast
mowement ol people when the
US, Canada and Australia were
sciitled.”

The lingering recession in
A -Saxon economies is also

elling debale over immigra-
tiom policies. Australia has re-
spoanded to the economic
downturn by restricting new
immigrants at a time when
mamy Weslern European coun-
tries are doing the same.

Canada. however, has not
reskiricted its number of new-

anywhere in future. (2) The
Airport Road from Danani to
Tonugl should be provided with
a properly designed road-

to prevent head-
on woollision. (3) Airport Road
should be made a non-skid
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the year 1992-03 stands at
Takm 10,884 crore. In the
SAMEE y®Rar, revenue i-
ture s Taka B880 II'::“:‘
the development expenditure
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applicatmons for
residenitial
Oulshan in

comers. As Ncil Swan, a senior
rescarcther with the Economic
Councill of Canada remarks, the
irick foer Ottawa is not 1o close
its doow but to root oul bogus
refugeess from genuine ones.
That means walking a
. Rebert Holton, di-

Centre al Flinders Universily,
Australia, cautions racism re-
mains @ threat to ncwcomers
in Canasda and Australia, just as
in Westiecrn Europe.

Poirmting to the Australia
cxperience, Holton told the
conference : "Once the glow
wore offl the Indo-Chinese mi-
gration to Australia, animosity,
began growing in its place.”

Caniadian policy makers
rccognise the same phe-
nomenon. Canadians are con-
vinced «of the need for genuine
refugeess, thcy argue. But in-
creasingg media reports of cus-
tlom ofFicers trying in vain to
stem thae flow of illegal immi-
grants finto Canada are scrving
to undiecrmine public conli-
dence i Ottawa's im fon
and refaugee-determination sys-
lem.

Otta'wa s already moving to
halt alleeged abuses of its immi-
gration system. In May, it im-
posed wisa requirements on
cight coountries in Latin Amer-
ica aned Africa, stating that
their citizens would hence-
forth neced to obtain a visa at
home beeforc boarding a planc
for Caneada.

Eariser, Ottawa announced
that Canadian families will
nced to disclose their personal
finances when applying to
bring Forcign domestic ser-
vants imto Canada. The new
prograrmme will demand do-
mestic servant have the
equivalent of a grade-12

is Taka 8650 crorc.

Our expenditure is Taka
17,200 crore and our income
is Taka 10,554 crore only. We
run a delicit of Taka 6646
crore for the financial year
1992-93,

in acldition to that we are
also bwrdened with foreign
debt of US dollar 12,3389
million since 1972 which is
equivalent to Taka fiflty thou-
sand crore approximalely.

Where does h -
nancially stand to-day? How
and wheen we would be able to

sohve monetary ms?
w-uldm;ur blrur#m
Minister kindly enlighten us?

O H Kabsir
Dhaka-I 203.

RAJUK's residential
plots

RAJUK h invited
t of
at Banani and
hﬂl"-tinn-t
astonishuing is the pricing of
the plotss.
in 1988 RAJUK (then DIT)
h-dnudﬁi:hkhpnt
Whereas now the
been esscalated to

one
crore pewr bigha for plota in the

Sir,
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the consensus reached on the
Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi at the
National In Council
meeting. ¢ BJP had
promised to the law

il 1t
its ju ﬂ:nt. m

Manohar Joshi, the BJP chief
wrole to Home Minister S B

Chavan to the last
meeting ur“:

happened between the gov
ernment and the on
the one hand within the

opposition itsell on the other,
doubts about the bona fides of

onc another multiply. The best
of intentions are questioned.
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Change Blowing Through Immigration Policies

Canada, which eflectively ex-
cludes women without edu-
cation and

Pura Velasco, president of
Intercede, a Toronto-based
domestic workers' rights
group, says the new pro-
gramme “will raise barriers for

women esSCa poverty
from their munll;.“"‘

Refugee support groups
have also attacked a secret re-

port prepared by Canadian
immigration minister Bernard
Valcourt, which eriticised the

programme for making foreign
"entreprencurs” wait too long

théy can gain entry into
Canada in return for cash pay-
ments.

Critics of the programme
claim Ottawa {is more con-
cerned with the speed with
which wealthy foreigners can
apply to enter Canada than the
[airness of the programme it-
sclf. Australia’s own business
migration came
under -tt-ctn uring the late
1980s, prompting Iits re-
placement last by a new
"independent business skills”

immigration category.

The new called
for grater t scrutiny
of its affairs, and for more In-
Ausin ety
Australin’'s €co
developed stales like Tasmania

and the Northern Territory.

The Canadian investor im-
migration programme, like its
Australian counterpart, has
come under attack
for allowing commuting “ast-
ronauts”, rich Asians who
settie their families in a new
land but continue to conduct
business in their home coun-
Lry, riodically joining their
M for short visits.

The upshot is that Canadian
and Australian immigration
and refugee while
moving t more liberal
treatment of genuine M*

u

will continue to

from

sinwe residential areas. That is

an increase of over Limes
than the value of | This s

unrealistic pricing now? In

fact prices of plots under al-
lotment should be lower as for

May 1,
estcemed newspaper,
RAJUK to be sensible in
rice of residential plots
ping in mind their carlier
allotments. not only
of the price of but also
other terms and conditions for

allotment is alse reguired.
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