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Combined attacks launched | Israel- trained commandos for

against Tamil rebels

COLOMBO, June 28. Secu
ty forces today launched ma-
jor air, sea and land attacks
against Tamil guerilla positions
just outside their bunker lines
in curfew-bound norther Sri
Lanka, military officials here
said, reports :

Ground troops backed by
helicopter gunships and naval
fire advanced into territory
held by the rebel Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
at Vettilaikerni coastal area, a
military spokesman said.

He said there had been lit-
tle or no resistance during the
first hour of the operation. "We
cannol give more details be-
cause the operation is still in

rogress,” the spokesman said
F Troops last year established
a beach head at Vettilaikerni to
it an LTTE siege on the
ncarby army garrison at Ele-
phant Pass, which is strategl-
cally located on the key land
route to the Jaflna peninsula,

2

the st Iid of the Tigers.
An indefinite curflew
cla in large parts of the

north was lifted briefly Satur-

gl

day to allow civillans to get out
of the line, the military
announced

But it was not immediately
clear il Tamil civiians made
use of the break in the curfew
to move into areas designated
by security forces as salfe shel-
ters that would not be targeted
by the military.

Tamil iticians here have
accused air force of bomb-
ing a Hindu temple where
civilians had taken dur-
ing a similar military oflfensive
in the Jalfna peninsula at the
end of last month.

Three soldiers were killed
and two wounded when LTTE
gunmen stormed an army
bunker in the district of Vavu-
niya, a further to the south on
the mainland late Saturday, the
spokesman said.

The LTTE is leading a vio-
lent campaign to establish a
scparate state in Sri Lanka’s
embattled northeast where the
two million Tamil minority is
concentrated. Thousands have
died in fighting.

International

anti-terrorist operation in Punjab

NEW DELHIL, India, June

28: Indian intelligence agents
trained in lsrael are preparing

to launch a counter terrorism
campaign against Sikh sepa-
ratists in Pu , & NEwWspaper
reported Su , said AP.

The 100 officers who were
trained in intelligence gather-
ing and combat would launch
their strike in winter, the Pi-
oneer newspaper reported,
quoting u sources.

Some of the officers had set
up roadside snack bars and
workshops to mingle with
people and gather intelligence
near the stro lds of mili-
tant groups ting to make
Punjab an independent nation
for Sikhs, the paper said.

The commandos were
equipped with Israeli com-
munication equipment, it said.
The newspaper did not give
details of the proposed opera-
tion or identify the location.

About 20 senior army offi-
cers recently attended an Is-
raci workshop on counter in-
surgency last month, the paper
said.

A special commando force
being raised in Punjab would
soon be senlt to Israel and the
United Kingdom for further

training, the paper said,

India and Israel established
diplomatic links in January,
clearing the way for military
and commercial links.

Sikhs militants say succes-
stve federal governments have
denied the Sikhs their cultural
and religious freedom. Sikhs
constitute barely 2 per cent of
India's 844 million

they are in a slight majority in
Punjab.

AFP adds: Isracl diplomats
in India and officials from the
Indian and Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmenits could not be
reached for comment. Indian
upgraded its relations with Is-
racl to full diplomatic status in
January.

Since then, Indian officials
have hinted that they are
secking both military and
counter-terrorism technology
from Israel.

The Ploncer also sald mem
bers of a special commando
force being ratsed in Punjab
would be sent to Israel and
Britain for similar training. But
sources in the state police said
they were unawarce ol any such
plan.

“There is no programme on
the line as far as we know,” a
senior Punjab intelligence offf

people, but '

cer told AFP in Chandigarh,
the capital of Punjab, where
Sikh militants are fghting 1o
sel up small restaurants and
engineering workshops on the
highways im Uttar Pradesh Lo
gather intelligence on the
movements of Sikh is.
The Uttar Pradesh region
where Sikh militants are active
partly borders Nepal. The
rebel groups dominant there
are the Khalistan commando
force, the Khalistan Liberation
Force and the Bhindranwale
Tigers forece of Khalistan.

“"According to family
sources of some officers on lo-
cation, members of the elite
lorce returned {rom lsrael as a

shighly motivated lot,” the Pi-

oneer said.

are being n an
attractive daily allowance, a
sizeable insurance cover and
will be cligible for a lucrative
package of benefits afler serv
ing for a specified period In
the force,” it added.

Punjab, India's only Sikh's
majority stale, borders Pak-
istan. Islamabad has dented
Indtan charges that it arms
and trains Sikh and Muslim
gucrillas in the states of Punjab
and Kashmir respectively.

Pakistan,
Uzbekistan

sign accords .

ISLAMABAD, June 28: Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan sig-ned
yesterday three agreements in
Tashkent, capital of Uzbeki-
stan, to strengthen bilateral

cooperation, reports Xinhua.

The treaty on the principles
of the interstate relations and
cooperation to develop and
promote political, economic,
cultural, scientific and other
links was signed by Prime
Minister of Pakistan Nawaz
Shartl and Uzbekistan Presi-
dent lslam Kartmov.

The other two agreements
on mutual cooperation in the
lields of economic and trade,
culture, health care, science
and technology were signed by
the concerned ministers of the
two countries.

Nawaz Sharil and Karimov
described the accords as a his-
toric step towards greater un-
derstanding and f(riecndship
between the two countries.

The Pakistan prime minis-
ter arrived in Tashkent on
Saturday aflternoon on a two-
day official visit to the newly
Independent Central Asian
Republic at the invitation of

| Uzbek President Karimov.

LISBON, June 28: European
Community leaders have
warned Serbia that the EC
might back international mili-
tary action to break its siege
of Sarajevo, capital of the for-

mer Yugoslav republic of
Bosnia-Hergovina, reports
Reuter

But a hard-won consensus
al a two-day EC summit in
Lisbon on the issues was im-
mediately overshadowed when
French President Francois
Mitterrand flew to Yugosiavia
on a dramatic peace missions
on Saturday

Mitterrand’'s intention was
to end the Serb siege of
Sarajevo and relief for
its starving inhabitants, he flew
to Croatia's Adrfatic port of
split en route to and
talks with Bosnian sident
Alija Izetbegovic,

At the Lisbon summit,
Mitterrand had pleaded for
strong action” to end the
fighting in Bosnia.

The summit to sup-
J port the United Nations,
which has already Iimposed
trade sanctions on the rump
Serb-dominated Yugosiav siate,
il it decided to use force o

The Buily Star 3

e e ———
| EC warns Serbia of
military action

break the siege.

On other matters, the EC
leaders, stung by Denmark's
rejection of the Maastricht
treaty, agreed to try to make
the EC more appealing to its
people, but the meeting ended
in an unseemly squabble over
money.

At an acrimonious final ses-
ston on Saturday, the |2 heads
of government ducked tou '
decisions on the future of
EC budget, aid to poor mem-
ber states and were to site key
institutions such as the
Elnnncd Europecan Central

The summit also agreed to
open EC membership
tions with Sweden, *
Austria and Switzerland, but

only once the has
sy oy (o
fied its blueprint for political
and monetary unfon.

German Chancellor Helmut
:ﬂhLIWMﬂ
u Union, said he had
m:::lmbrhhmtlut
the community must press
ahead towards closer integra-
tion, undeterred by Denmark’s
'no” to the Masstricht Union
treaty.

47 Chinese held in Mexico : s goupof Rajiv received

¥
47 Chinesc were arrested in the southern Mexican state of ()l] tl Y l{ N ® l
Chinpas after illegally crossing the border from Guatemala, funds from - ](_ (‘( ( )l (
the state News Agency Notimex reported Saturday, says AFP SOVlc[ UHIOH B S I ———————
from Mexico City.
' Twelve Hondurans were also taken into custody, according NEW DELHI, June 28:

#
'It's anti God'

MILWAUKEE: More than 500 anti-abortion protesters
jammed sidewalks outside a women's clinic Satu , waving
photos of dismembered fetuses, singing hymns and shouting
Bible verses. More than 78 people were arrested, reports AP,

About an number of abortion-rights advocates sur-
rounded the clinic's entrance and escorted 186 women with
IPW‘Iﬂln‘E}]ll inside,

Some of the protesters gathered in to . Others
wept as women entered the Summit Women's Hmﬂu"m*
zation clinic.

“It's anti-God”, said Jim Minnema, 48, an electrician who
lives 60 miles (100 kilometers) north of Milwaukee. “As
. . mercial deals of a firm his fam- Christians, we must rescue those going to the slaughter or we
R P g ' - {ly controlled. will have to answer for it."

. 4 Some protesters ran across the street in front of the

to authorities, who said the ilicgal aliens were heading toward
Mexico City and then on to the United States.

Immigrations officials also arrested a Mexican suspected of
charging the aliecns 500 dollars each to take them to the capi-

tal,
L]

Peru PM invites oPpmxum to talks:

The Prime Minister Saturday invited leaders ol opposition

political parties to meet with him as part of a national

dialogue designed to rebuild Peru’'s democracy, reports AP

from Lima.

The opposition did not immediately react to the invitation.
President Alberto Fujimori closed Congress and suspendced
the constitution April 5, saying corruption had shackled his
reform eflorts.

The opposition has becen insisting that Fujimori epen di-

Former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi received secret funds
routed through trade organiza-
tions of the former Soviet
Union, a n:wnngtr reported
Sunday, reports AP

The Times of India re-
ported that the former chief of
the KGB. the intelligence out-
fit. in a letter to the commu-
nist party said Gandhi ecx-
pressed deep gratitude for
help recetved through com-

rect talks with them and has refuscd to participale in a broad
national dialogue open to the pwblic.

The invitations sent Saturday [from Prime Minister Oscar
de la Puente invited them to meet individually with the prime
minister from June 30 to July 3.

Shangkun leaves for Morocco :

President

ang Shangkun left Beijing Sunday on a two-week

state visit to Morocco, Tunisia and Ivory Coast, reports Xinhua

from Beijing.

The visit, the first one ever paid by a Chinese President to
these tountries, constifutes an important event in the rela-

tions between China and thesc countries and Afriéa as a

whole.

According to Chinese sources, Yang will have talks with
leaders of the three countries on bilateral relations, world si-
tuation and major international issues of common concern.

Yang is accompanied on the visit by State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen, Vice Minister of Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations and Trade Wang Wendong and other scnior

officials.

Quake rocks Southern California :

A strong

reports AP from Los Angeles.

earthquake shook Los Angeles before dawn Sunday,

The quake knocked radio stations off the air temporarily,
threw people out of bed and set off car alarms.

The temblor started with a slow shake and built in about
five seconds to large undulating waves, witnesses said. By
some accounts, it lasted about hall a minute,

Fire trucks were rolling throughout Los Angeles.

Alglnarmn minister threatens war:
Alge Defence Minister Khaled Nezzar threatened all-out
war against Islamic fundamentalists who takc up arms against
the government, in an interview in Sunday's edition of EI
Moudjahid, reports AFP from Algiers.

He said the army would "wage implacable war, until (The
armed fundamentalists) complete eradication.”

H;]nr General Nezzar, who is a member of the collegial
presidency disclosed that 17 soldiers had deserted since a

state of eme

was declared in February.

Three of the 12 recaplured had been sentenced to death
by the military tribunal dt Blida, he said.

Polls in Mongolia begins : Qungoum

began voting today in an election likely

to end the uneasy

coalition of ex-communists and democratic reformers which
has run this vast central Asian nation into economic ruin, re-

ports Reuter from Ulan Bator.

Voters are being offered a choice between the ruling Mon-
golian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) -- former hardline

communists who say they have changed their ways --

and a

range of opponents, led by the Democratic Coalition, who say

that they haven't.

Hamas loaider's condiion worsens:

The condition of a

group Hamas has worsens scriously

jailed leader of the Muslim [undamentalist

the Union of Arab Lawyers

P

SARAJEVO: A man supports the head of a woman badly injared by a mortar fire as she is

transported in the back of the car to hospital on Saturday. Hungry Sarajevo citizens sheltered
from further fighting Saturday in spite of a Sunday evening deadline for Serbian shelling of
the Bosnian capital to stop set by UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali.

Palestinians defy Rabih's threat

JERUSALEM: Palestinians
defied Labour leader Yitzhak
Rabin's threat to show no
mercy in cases of attacks on
Jews a day before he was to
mect Israel's President for
consultations on forging a gov-
ernment coalition, reports
Reuter.

In separate incidents Pales-
tinians stabbed and woundcd
two Jewish scitlers in the
West Bank on Saturday. The at-
tackers escaped.

Rabin on Friday vowed to
show no mercy to atlackers,

“If someone is mistaken,
and thinks we won't usc an
iron fist against the murder-
ers... he will learn,” he de-
clared.

President Chaim Herzog has
invited Rabin and Labour Parly
leaders to meet him on Sunday

in informal consultations with
political parties that won par
lHlamentary seats in a gencral
clection on Tuesday.

By law, Herzog must choose
the party leader he thinks has
the best chance of forming a
government. He {s not ex-
pected to make his decision
until after the eleclion results
are officially authorised in thco
middle ol the week.

But lerzog's choice secms
obvious, Rabin's labour crushed
Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir's Likud Party by 44
seals to 32. With the leftist
Merelz Bloc and Arab Parties,
Labour commands 61 scats, in
the 120-seat parliament,

l.ikud leaders are to meet
with Shamir on Sunday alter
the weckly cabinet meeting to
discuss how to pick his suc-

— AFP/UNB photo

cessor as Likud h-:at:L Isracl
radio said.

Shamir has said he inlends
to resign, but has not set a
date. Defence Minister Moshe
Arens has said he will leave
politics when the new gov-
ernment is formed.

Rabin has vowed to [reeze
all Jewish settlement ol lands
captured by [srael in the 1967
Middle East war except those
he deems nccessary lor secu-
rity on the Golan Heights and
in the Jordan valley. Ilc would
continue building around
Jerusalem.

lic wants limited Weslt
3ank and Gaza Strip Pales-
tinian self-rule within a ycar,
the autonomy would last for
five yecars to be followed by a
pc:rmam':':nl peace agrecment,

Israel evacuates Jews from Moldova

JERUSALEM, Junc 28:
llundreds of Jews in Moldova
have been taken by bus [rom
[ighting zones in the first
wave of an lsraeli-sponsored
evacuation from the f[ormer
Soviet republic, an official said
Saturday. réports AP.

The rescue is being carried
out by the Jewish Agency, a
privately funded organization
that handles immigration for
the Israeli rnment.

Agency spokesman Yehuda
Weinraub said there are an es-
timated 40,000 Jews in
Moldova, with about 13,000

Weinraub said the agency
cslablished a special rescuc
center in Tiraspol to rcceive
aid requests and help those
who want to leave. |

"A fleet of buses has been
sent to Tiraspol for evacuation
if necessary,” Weinraub said.
The agency also sent emer-
geney food and medical sup-
plics.

Of the Jews who chose to
leave, 280 were bussed (o
Odessa {in neighbouring
Ukraine, and 170 said they
would continue to Isracl. About
100 Jews went to Kishinev,

immigrated to Isracl since
1989. The immigrant flow has
slowed drastically because of
high unemployment among
newcomers to the Jewish
slate,

Isracl has also stepped in to
rescue Jews from Yugoslavia,
but only several hundred of es-
timated 5,000 Jews have cho-
sen to seck ref in Israel.

In May 1991, Israel airlifted
14,000 Jews from Ethiopia.

Another report adds: A UN
team arrived in the Moldovan
capital on Saturday as sporadic
fighting between loyalists and

Detafls of the letter were
first published in the Russian
daily, lzvestia, the news re-
poris said.

The letter, which was made
public recently, did not give
details of the firm, the amount
of money or the date it was al-
legedly paid to it.

The letter said: "In a conli-
dential message, Gandhi in-
formed that the major part of
these resources were used (o
support the (Congress) party ol
Gandhi.”

Spokespersons of the

Congress and Gandhf's family
were not immediately available
for comment.

Rao celebrates
71st birthday

NEW DELHI, June 28: The
Prime Minister, PV Narasimha
Rao, is 71 today, reports PTI.

The President, R. Venkatar-
aman, the vice president, Dr.
Shanker Dayal Sharma, and
members of the council of
ministers called on Rao this
morning to wish him many
happy returns of the day and
many more years in the service
of the nation.

Rao enters his 72nd year
and also his second year in of-
fice.

Rao has preferred to cele-
brate a quite birthday at his

clinic, dropped to the sidewalk and tried to crawl through
the lcgs of police officers guarding entrances.

Piano ends its

175 years

tour

LONDON: This time the piano toured, rather than the pi-

anist, reports AP,

Ludwig van Beethoven's British-made grand
in England alter 175 years, having
Hungary's National Museum via Austria and
Liszt gave 't fo the muiséant; 777770

piano was back

travelled from its home in
. Franz

ALY LR SR ey |

The piano has been on the road in a sealed truck; inside a
specially made, metal-lined, thermostatically controlled
wooden box, covered with a pink and white duvet and with its

own burglar alarm.

The piano is probably the world's most valuable, estimated

at 27 million dollar.

David Winston, an American who lives in England, got the
delicate job of restoring the Beethoven grand and went to Bu-

dapest [or the assignment.

“When | played it, Eszter Fontana the museum curator and
| both had the same feeling: that Liszt secemed to be playing
and that Beethoven was in the room,” the 4]-year-old Win-

ston said in an interview.

Fifth set of quintuplets
ARGENTINA: A woman gave birth to Argentina's fifth set of
quintuplets Saturday, and the five baby boys all were faring

well, hospital officials said, reports AFP.
The babies born to Ana Falivene, 33, and Oscar Guerra, 38,

were in good condition, and only

two of the infants required

respiratory assistance, said Neonatologist Maria Ester Gutier-,

= A

i“alivene. who had experienced difliculty conceiving a

child, underwent hormone treatments, officials said.
Friends congratulate
'homosexual couples’

ITALY: Ten homosexual couples, all but one of them men,
were ‘married’ on Saturday in a civil ceremony in Milan at-

lended by over 1,000

people, reports Reuter.

Friends and well-wishers threw confetti and congratulated
the couples after the ceremony conducted by town councilor

Paolo Hutter in a central square.

The marriages were organised in protest at Italy's refusal
to recognise in law marriages between couples of the same

SCX

Roman Catholic church groups earlier described the mass

wedding as "repulsive.”

Diana pushes for
formal separation

LONDON : Two British tabloids reported Saturday the
Princess Diana is pushing for a formal separation from Prince

Charles by the end of the ycar, reports AP,

Buckingham Palace
B rcflused comment on the
reports in The Sun and Daily
Mail, which have engaged in
an Iincreasingly bitter
circulation war as they try to
outdo one another In
# covering the alleged royal
a8 rift.
The end of the 11-ycar
royal marriage could spark a
constitutional crisis, The Sun
and the Daily Mail said. Both

residence. No functions were
organised or celebrations held
to mark the occasion.

Among the callers on the
Prime Minister were AICC ()
office bearers and chiel minis-
ters who happened to be iIn
town.

Slavic separatists reportedly
claimed seven mere lives in
the Trans-Dniester region. i

Fighting was also reported |
in the former Soviet republics
of Azerbaijan and Georgia,
where a cease-[fire was to go
into effect Sunday.

the Moldovan capital.

Thousands of other Jews,
“are still waiting to sec if the
fighting dies down" following a
ceasc-fire announced on
Saturday, Weinraub said.

About 400,000 Jews [rom
the former Soviet Unfon have

a burning

living in the war-torn areas of
Tiraspol and Bendary.

Battles between Moldovans
and Russian-speaking sepa-
ratists have escalated in recent
days. Report say up to 300
pcople have been killed and
hundreds more wounded.

Abortion

said in Cairo Saturday, reports AFP from Cairo.

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin who is serving a life sentence for
murder in Isracl is in "Alarming condition after his hcalth
deterforated seriously over the past weeks,” the union said in
a communique of which AFP received a copy. .

"Human rights organizations must intcrvene immediately
to save the life of Shetkh Ahmad Yassin,” it said.

Yassin, 57, heads Hamas, the acronym for the Islamic re-
sistance movement.

Volcano erupts after 39 years : 4
volcano erupted on Saturday sending a 30, -foot (9, 144-
metre) asb plume into the Alaskan sky after 39 years of sleep,

Reuter reports from Alaska.

No injuries or damage were re

ported following the 7:04

AM local time (1504 GMT) eruption of mount Spurr B0 milcs
(120n km) west of Anchorage, Alaska's largest city.

The eruption came weeks after scientists warned increas-
ing earthquakes under the mountain indicated that it was

rumbling back to life.

The eruption occurred at the 11,070-foot (3,374-metrc)
volcano's 7.000-foot (2,134-metre) crater peak, which in
1963 produced mount Spurr's last cruption, said seismologist

John Power of the US geological survey’'s Alaska volcano ob-

scrvalory.

Sharad Pawar visits France: idan

Defence Minister Sharad Pawar left June 28 on a two-day

official visit to France,

the Press Trust of India

(PT1)

reported, said AFP from New Delht.
Pawar, accompanied by Defence Secretary NN Vohra, will

meet his French counterpart Pierre Joxe and other

rm-

ment leaders in Paris, the news agency said. No further de-

tafls were available,

WASHINGTON, June 28 :
Abortion, always a political hot
potato, is likely to become a
determining factor in what
could turn out to be a close
three-way race for the While
House in November, rcports
AFP.

While abortion has never
before been the central issue
in US elections, a pending
Supreme Court decision on a
Pennsylvania law severely lim-
iling access to abortion has put
it on the front burner.

The Conservative Court,
where most of the justices
have been appointed by former
President Ronald Reagan and
President Gearge Bush — both
openly oppo to abortion —
is expec
decision as early as Monday

ted to hand down a

upholding the law.

Pennsylvania's law, which
imposes a 24-hour walting pc-
riod and forces women seek-
ing abortions to obtain consent
from their husbands, is con-
sidered by some as an attempt
to ban abortion altogether.

Allowing the law to stand
would not completely overturn
the 1973 Row vs. Wade
Supreme Court decision guar-
anteeing a woman's right to an
abortion anywhere in Lthe
United’ States, but it would al-
low states to severely limit ac-
cess to abortion.

Conscious of the attention
brought to the issue because of
the elections, abortion rights
focs and supporters began lob-
bying the candidates months

ago.

Of the three presidential
contenders — Bush, Democrat
Bill Clinton and independent
Ross Perot — Bush appears to
have the hardest position to
maintain.

While he must justify his
opposition to the majority of
Americans who support abor-
tion rights, he also has to jug-
gle a growing pro-choice
movement within his own
party with the staunch oppo-
nents in the Conservative
Republican wing.

For now, Bush firm
in his position, declaring that
abortion is not major campaign
jssue and upholding his ban on
federal funding for public clin-
ics that perform abortions.

The other two candidates
have been cautious on the ex-

plosive {ssue,

While most Democrats sup-
port abortion rights, there are
some vehement opponents in
the party's ranks — including
Pennsylvania's Governor Ro-
bert :

Clinton has not hesitated to
back pro-choice forces, claim-
ing Bush is out of touch with
the majority of Americans.
Perot, who is hoping to beel up
his weak support among
women, has said publicly "it's a
woman's decision.”

But both have said minors
sceking abortions should be
required to obtain permission
from their parents, a fence-
straddling tactic that abortion
rights advocates believe would
lead to an increase in fllegal
abortions. .

issue in US election |l & W&
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quoted unnamed sources.

A new biography of the

..“' princes, published earlier

this month,
¢ # marriage

alleged the

was over in

-'f'_-: everything but name, largely
¢4 due to 43-year-old Charles’s
] indifference to his wife.

The Sun said "Buckingham

Palace sources” told it the couple "have decided their

marriage is ‘irretrievably damaged'.

But, said The Sun, the couple "are deeply split over the
way they should divide their lives.” Diana “wants a clean
break, with the couple living in scparate homes,” but Charles,
heir to Queen Elizabeth II, “believes they can carry on as they

arc

rool.”

The Sun quoted an unnamed friend of the
- “They can lead separate lives, but they shou

noe as saying
share the same

An unnamed government minister reportedly told the
newspaper:"We are not just heading for a constitutional

crisis— we are In one now.”



