Country to have fuel ||

surplus by '95

By Shahner Khan

is to have an
‘annual surplus of over three
and a half lakh barrels of petrol
by the year 1998 if the rate of
eonsumption remains the
same.

The petrol produced by the
diesel producing plants at the
Eastern in Chittagong
and the increased production
ol condensate (a liquid fuel
mixed with gas) from the
country's gas ficlds would re-
sult in the estimated surplus.

Of the total 70 to 80 lakh
barrels of imported crude oil,
Eastern Refinery processes 15
lakh barrels of diesel, about
seven lakh barrels of petrol
and various quantities of other
by-product fuels. The petrol
processed at the refinery is
almost capable 1o mect the
country's present demand.

According to official
sources, this surplus petrol
will be produced from the gas
ficlds of Kailastila and Biani-
bazar which have high con-
tents of condensate. But this
surplus was too little for ex-
ports, the sources said.

rt from an annual im-
port of different types of fucls
worth about Taka 1000 crore,
the various ficlds of the
country produce about 85,000
barrels of petrol each ycar.

In this situation, the gov-
ernment is on principle
following a policy to encourage
petrol consuming wehicles and
machinery o use up the sur-

phus which would other-
wisc be wasted, official sources
sand

Planners advised the gov-
ernment to reduce taxation on
petrol engine vehicles and ma-
chines for the next few years.
They also advised the govern-
ment to reduce the price of
petrol by a small margin rela-
tive to the price of diescl.

Presently the demand flor
diesel is more than that for
petrol. Other than the diesel
processed at the refinery,
about 45 lakh barrels are im-
ported annually.

Encouragement of petrol
consumption will not immedi-
ately aim to put pressure on
the use of diesel in the light
that 60 per cent of the coun-
lry s present transporis run on
dicsel. The agriculture sector
consumes about 25 per cenl
and other sectors including
the power sector consume the
resl.

The sources said, ultimately
measures to reduce depen-
dency on diesel will be
chalked out. Planners advised
the government to raise tax on
diesel engines by the year
1995. While diesel use may not
become obsolete within the
next 10 years, the planners are
thinking of ways not to in-
crease diesel dependence any
further.

But the government is yet
to take measures cncouraging
consumption of petrol.
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students’ strike in the

University for today (Sunday).
The strike was announced at a
rally held at the Aparajeya
Bangla monument following a
procession.

Speakers at the rally
warned the university authori-
ties and gave a three-day ulti-
matum to reconsider the deci-
sion. .

'We will start an indefinite
student strike and paralyse the
University if the authorities
stick to their decision’, the
angry students declared at the

T.hty also condemned the
police baton charge on their

g:m protest procession alter

The students also said that
the decision was biased and
unethical.

Besides, the students of the
CPRS also announced a press
conference for today at the
Madhu's Canteen of the DU.
They also called upon the gen-
eral students to boycolt classcs
tomorrow (Monday).

Letters of complaint from
students who had been op-
pressed several times by the
DU teachers would be received
at the ‘Shamim Bikolpa
Photostat’ at the Arts Building
gate from today, according to a
press release of the CPRS yes-

Some of the protestors talk-
ing to this Correspondent, said
that the incident of ransacking
was nol committed by the
general students or the
protestors.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
(M-1) President Mainuddin
Hasan Chowdhury and Gencral
Secretary Igbalur Rahim in a
joint staterment said that the
ransacking was done by a

up of 'identified terrorists’

ked by the ment.

The BCL (M-]) also held a
press conference at its central
office yesterday afternoon.

The BCL leaders KHM Lizu

Hasina
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said.
. The Awami League chiel
criticised the government of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia for what she called breach- |

ing its promise to pass the In-
demnity Ordinance Repeal Bill
in parliament.

Referring to  filing of cases

nst 24 sponsors of Gano
Adalat, she said the govern-
* ment is harassing the pro-lib-
eration forces while giving
shelter to the anti-liberation
clements.

Hasina urged the people to
unitedly resist terrorism
foil the evil designs of the ant-
liberation forces.

Later, she visited the resi-
dence of Azizul Islam Razu and
consoled the members of the
bereaved (amily.
| Meanwhile, Sheikh Hasina
Saturday offered fatcha at the
mazar of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara.

# |

]

students

and Pankaj Nath addressing
the conference said that a
group of armed terrorists from
Zahurul Huq Hall entered the
Arts Building areas in the
morning and fired several
shots and damaged the teach-
ers' lounge and other oflices.

The leaders mentioned that
the violent incidents wcre
started at the beginning of
their pre-announced rally to
protest what they called thc
'false cases’' against nine
lLeague activists including
Anwar Hossain, KHM Lizu,
Igbal Hosen Apu and
Mohiuddin Helal.

Meanwhile,
Universilty Teachers’
Association (DUTA] con-
demned the vioﬂnw -mr cﬁ
manded immediate punish-
ment to the people involved.

The DUTA emergency
mecting chaired by Aits
President Dr SMA Faiz said
that the ransacking was led by
Ansar Ali and his unruly associ-
ates.

The Dhaka University
Syndicate at an emergency
mecting yesterday formed a
four-member inquiry commit-
tee to probe Saturday's ran-

the Dhaka

. sacking in the campus.

The Syndicate chaired by
the Vice-Chancellor Prolessor
Maniruzzaman Miah con-
demned the incident.

The Syndicate discussed
the incident that took place in
the Arts Building areas yester-
day noon.

The Syndicate also termed
the incident extremely against
discipline and declared today's
students strike "illegal”.

Jamuna bridge
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eration Fund (OECF). Railway,
transport and power sectors
were also discussed at length
at the mecting.

The Communications Minis-
ter expressed satisfaction at
thc progress achieved during
the last seven months and de-
scribed it as more substantial
than that of previous seven

The Jamuna multi-purposc
bridge is now a realistic pro-
ject, he added.

2

them.

Journalists brought out a silent procession in the city yesterday  protesting police attack on

— Star photo

Opposition
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atrocilics at the Jatlya Press
Chub on June 21, the meeting
demanded punishment for the
persons res tble. .

It also resolved that the
government accept ®the de-
mands of the striking trans-
port workers considering the
sufferings to the commonman
due to the strike and give up
the techniques of applying
force orf the strikers.

All the praminent members
of the alliance addressed the
meeting.

Mecanwhile, the Dhaka
metropolitan unit of Ekatturer
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul
| Committee will attend the
programme, said a press re-
lease. ;

Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan,
convenor of his faction of BSD
in a statemenl ycsterday called
upon the people to make the
June 30 march a success.
| also urged his party workers to
take all-out preparations aimed
at making the programme a
success and thus intensify the
, movement  for demand of
i Golam Azam's trial.

JS impasse
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The Opposition four point
demands include trial ol Golam

He |

Azam under International |
Crimes Act, 1973, dropping of |
charges against the 24 spon- |
 sors of Gana Adalat. ensuring |
due honour to the leader of the |
Opposition in parliament, and
extending democratic be-
haviour to the opposition polit-
ical parties. |

The Opposition had infor-
mal meelings wilth leaders of
thc BNP in one of the Parlia-
mentlary Standing Committee
meetings held yesterday.

A senior leader of BNP, pre-

ferring anonymity, told The
Daily Star that a section of the
party leaders was showing in-
creasing intransigence in nc-
gotiating with the Opposition.
. They, according to the
leader, felt that they could
outwit the Opposition once the
budget was passed by June 30,
in the absence of Opposition.
But, the other section [elt the
party would be deprived of a
political victory over the Oppo-
sition for 'formulating a posi-
tive budget’ if it was passed
without the Opposition in par-
liament.

An influgntial leader of the
AL, also an MP, however, [elt
thiat three of the four demands
could casily be met by the rul-
ing party. About the trial of
Golam Azam, he observed, the
government could bail itself
out of the crisis by asse its
own stand on the issue n
in parliament earlier. This
would also allow the Opposi-
tion to extend the olive branch
to the government, he ob-
served.

The ruling party decision
on Golam Azam said that the

1t 178m x B5m corridor

issue should be settled in a
court of law. h

' Flood grips three

upazilas in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 27: Vast
tracts of land have been inun-
dated in three upazilas of the
district during the last two
days due to an onrush of flood
waters [rom the hilly arcas
across the border.

According to district ad-
ministration olfflicials, the
worst aflected areas arc lo-
cated in the Gowainghat,
Companiganj and Zakiganj up-
azilas.

The sftuation has been ag-
gravated by incessant rainfall
over the last four days in the
region.

About 4,500 acres of broad
cast aman, 3950 acres of aus
and another 50 acres of trans-
planted aman secdbed have
been damaged in the
Gowainghat upazila alone, con-
firmed an official today.

Details on d s in other
arecas were being collected.

Most of the crop lands in
Nandirgaon and Toakul unions
under Gowainghat upazila have

been submerged.

BSS from Chitlagong says:
Flood walers have started re-

' ceding [rom the inundaltced ar-

eas of Chittagong and Cox's

. Bazar districls today.

Patenga Met offlice recorded
only 34 mm rainfall today.

Flood waters have also re-
ceded from secveral points of
Chiltagong- Cox's Bazar road
facilitating the resumption of
dircet road communications

Dahagram people
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Rahman, a school teacher.

Tension inside the enclave
was so high that many [amilics
shifted their women and chil-
dren from the borderline decp
inside the enclave surrounded
by Indian land on three sides
and a river on the fourth.

Saifur Rahman, a resident ol
the enclave’'s Angorpota Union,
walked about five miles taking
his pregnant wife, mother and
children to a relative’'s house
deep inside Dahagram.

"Words circulated that the
Indian militants may attack us
to revenge the transfer of
Tinbigha corridor. We did not
darc to stay in our home,~
Rahman said.

The fear and anxiety high-
light the possible plight that
the Bangladesh citizens living
in this sleepy enclave may sul-
fer even after the transfer of
the land corridor.

More than 18 years after
the 1974 Indo-Bangladesh
Land Boundary ment was
signed India Friday leased the
Lo
Bangladesh. Overjoyed by the.
transler, thc cnclave pcople
oflfcred special praycrs, huggéd
cach other, danced and sang.

between Chitlagong and Cox's
Barar which remained snappcd
for the past three days.

Meanwhile, waler levels of
the rivers Matamuhuri at
Cheringa, Shangu at Dohazari
and Bagkhali at Cox's Bazar
have fallen and [lood waters
from the adjacent arcas ol
these rivers have receded, ac-
cording to oflictal sources.

Chitlagong and Cox’'s Dazar
experienced heavy rains dur-
ing the pasi four days.

Patenga Mect office recorded
530 mm and Cox's Bazar Mcl

_ office recorded 543 mm rain-

fall during these days.

Dr Kamal hails
opening of
corridor

Awami Leaguc leader Dr
Kamal Hossain has welcomed
the opening of the Tinbigha
corridor to Bangladcsh for
movemcnl ol its citizens to
and o«from Dahagram and
Angarpota enclaves, reports
UNI3.

“The opening of the corri-
dor is a welcome develop-
ment,” Dr Kamal, who is also
convenor of the newly formed
Democratic Forum, said.

Section 144 1n
Gazipur

By Staff Correspondent

GAZIPUR, June 27: The
district administration today
imposed Section 144 [rom
2.30 pm at the district head-
quarters prohibiting asscmbly
of five or more persons.

The administration took
this course of action in appre-
hension of clashes between
supportefs of Jatiya Party and
BNP.

The district wing of Jatiya
Party and that of BNP today
called separate rallies at the
same spot, namely, Bat Tala in
the Sadar, at the same time.
The Jatiya Party was organising
their rally to make their June
30 court arrest programme o
set Ershad free, a success.

BBut the administration, feel-
ing unecasy situation brewing
up by noon between the two
partics, imposed the Secction
144.

This law, while being im-
posed, virtually prohibits out-
door politics.

A number of police have
been stationed in and around
the district town just alter Lhe
imposition of 144.

But supporters of BNP were
reportedly seen to heold a pro-
cession from Bat Tala to the
local office aflter 2.30 pm de-
spite deployment of heavy po-
lice.

MQM quitting Sharif's coalition

KARACHI, June 27: A
Pakistani ethnic party said to-
day it was quitting Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's coali-
tion and deputies were resign-
ing their seats to protest at an
army-led crime crackdown,
reports Reuter,

Several deputies of the
Mohajir National Movement
(MQM) said authorities were
using the 27-day-old crack-
down in the troubled Sind

Ermr!m:c to crush their party

in the provincial capital
Karachi and some other urban

centres.
The MQM central body has
agreed on the resignations of
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all of 15 deputies in the
National Assembly (Lower
House of Parliament) and 28
deputies in the Sind
Provincial Assembly, a party
leader said.

The resignations, over an
army sweep against M@QM
strongholds in Karachi since
June 19, were announced

hours after Sharif left for a
two-day official visit to the
Central Asian republic of
Uzbekistan.

Political sources said the
loss of MQM seats would not
pose an immediate danger to
Sharifs 20-month-old gov-
ernment, which will still have
a majority in the National
Assembly with the backing of
other groups and {indepen-
dents.

But they said the Sind
Provincial government of Chief
Minister Muzaffar Hussain
Shah could fall because the
| MQM was the largest group in
his coalition.

A group of MQM dissidcnts
has sought lo win over MQM
deputies and at least two fed-
eral and two provincjal

deputies of the party have said

they will not resign tneir scals.

Political sources said the
Pakistan Pcople's Party (PPP)
of opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto, the largest single
group in the Sind Assembly,
could try to form the next
provincial government.

But Bhutto demands fresh
clections in the whole country,
saying the last elections held
in October 1990 were rigged
by authorities to defeat her.

Several MQM deputies told
reporters that they had sent
coples of their resignations to
President Ghulam Ishag Khan,
Sharil, their legislatures and
election authorities.

Karachi Mayor Faroo
Sattar, who is also a Nationa
Assembly member, said all
MQM deputies would resign
under the party decision taken
on :
Most MQM activists have
gone into hiding after the army
sweep on their strongholds
that followed gunfights be-
tween them and the dissidents
in which 10 people were
killed and a curfew imposed
on two-thirds of Karachi.

MQM leader Altal Hussain

has been in London for scveral
months for medical treatment.

Authoritics say they have
found more than 20 tlorturc
chambers which MOQM oper-
ated to punish political oppo-
nents. The MQM denies the
charge and accuses the au-
thorities of making pretexts to
crush the party.

"The resignations are
against the government’'s un-
constitutional and undemo-
cratic altitude which has been
adopted to crush the MQM,"
the party's Sind Provincial
Housing Minister Ishratul Ebad
Khan said.

Kanwar Naveed Jameel, an
MQM deputy of the National
Assembly from the Sind town
of Hyderabad, said he was re-
signing as the government had
started crushing the MOQM and
its ministers and legislators
had been threatened with kid-
nappings and deaths after
their houses were set on fire.

“The resignations are in
protest at threats of kidnap-
pings and deaths,” Mohammad

Aslam, another National
Assembly member, told re-
porters.

. PM : Shibganj
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|

| Rahman, Minu. Prof Lutfunnesa

| Hossain, MP, local BNP leaders

| Sultanul Islam and Saifuddin

| Ahmed.

- Mentioning various dcvel-
opment programmes like canal
digging, compulsory rnmnry

ucation and mass literacy,

Begum Zia said village had
been made the focal point of
her administration as ft

. wanted to develop every vil-

in this context, she re-
ferred to the resumption of
the integrated [ pro-
ject al a cost of Tk 380 crore,
saying it will help boost food
production in the region by
providing irrigation [acilities.

Stressing the need for rapid
industrialisation, she urged all
to sct up small and cottage in-
dustrics, including dairy and
poultry farms. Credit will be
available, she assured.

Begum Zia also called upon
the entreprencurs for setting
up mango processing units in
the district, which yields about
70 per cent the country’s total
mango production.

Responding to local de-
mands, she said fund would be
provided for improvement of
the local stadium and Shibganj
Girls' School be nationalised.
Shc also assured them of rural
clectrification and road com-
munication [acilities in the
remote frontier arcas,

Earlier, Begum Zia visited
the reexcavated Pithalitala-
Bagrul canal here and relcased
fish [ry.

The 2.47-kilometre canal,
completed on May 16, is ex-
pected to produce aboul
25,000 kg fish, worth Tk 10
lakh, besides providing frriga-
tion facility to 300 acres of
land which will produce an es-
timated 12,000 tons additional
crops.

licgum Zia planted a sapling
beside the eanal, on both sides
ol which about 10,000 trecs
will be planted.

She also visiled the marar
of a 16th century Muslim saint,
Shah Niamat Ullah (RA), at
Toha Khana and offered fatcha.
She was given a prayer mat by
the Khadem of the mazar. She
also planted a sapling of
Nageswari tree in the mazar
premises.

On her way back from the
mazar, Begum Zia visited the
famous Sona Masfid, a 15th
century Muslim architecture.

She offered prayer for sal-
{ vation of the de souls of
Bir Shrestha Captain
Mohiuddin Jahangir and
Sector Commander Major
Nazmul Huda, both buried in
the historic mosque premises.

Ship deal
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Mcanwhile, diplomaltic so-
urces in Dhaka said thal Pak-
istan would raise the subject
with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia when she gocs 1o
Islamabad, possibly in carly

L

Pakistan, they said, felt that
the two countries could look
into the allegalions of irregu-
laritics instead of scrapping
the deal.

Bangladesh Bureau of Anti-
corruption which took up the
subject in February last year
has, however, madc littlc
progress in its fnvestigation of
| irregularities excluding filing
cascs a st former minister
Sheikh Shahidul Islam and
three officials of the Bangla-
desh Shipping Corporation
involved in the negotiations on
the deal.

Two of the officials are no
more with the BSC while the
third has been put under sus-
. pension.
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Municipal election in
Chile today

SANTIAGO, June 27: Under heavy security, Chilean voters

pick municipal officials

for the first time in 2] years

Inm:hﬂanrﬂ:kmu.tmﬂﬂpmw
the country’s young democracy. An estimated 7.8 vot-
ers will pick 2,082 mayors and cquncil members in 334

towns. Under the former military regime of Gen sto
Pinochet, municipal authorities mWhtﬁh:.:-w

tral government, reports AP.

Serb tanks withdrawn
from Sarajevo Airport

SARAJEVO, June 27: Serb tanks blocking Sarajevo Afrport

withdrew this afternoon, General Lewis Mackenzie, head of
the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in the Bosnian capl-

tal, said Eﬂtun:lz;
returned by Satu

He could not say whether the tanks had
AFP.

Transport Strike
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leaders and check continued
terrorism.

Federation vice-president
Abdur Roul, treasurer Abdul

. organising secretary
Abul Wadud Nayan and other
leaders were present at the
press conlerence.

On the other hand
Waziuddin Khan president of
the federation, al a press con-
ference at Mahakhall Bus
Terminal said that they were
forced 1o go on strike as the
government was ‘unwilling to
meet the demands.

He said that Monjurul Ahsan
was In favour of the strike de-
cision but later changed his
decision.

He admitted that it is pos-
sible to resolve the crisis
through dialogue.

He alleged repression on
the transport workers and
demanded immediate release
of the arrested transport
workery and lcaders.
Secretary Abdur Rashid, vice-
president  Habibur Rahman
Khan, and other leaders in
cluding Shajahan Khan, MP,
Roy Remesh Chandra and

Sick jute mills
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cilities.

The move by the govern-
ment o replace the sick jute
mills with textile industrics
under foreign collaboration is a
bid to salvage the jule sector
from continued losscs as well

' as Lo increase textile produc-

tion to meet domestic needs
and exports.

The proposed project
would also help divert and re-
habilitate the surplus labour
force in the country.

A visiting ltalian parliamcn-
tary delegation, which' called
on the Jute Minister June 2,
conveyed interest of the [talian
private investors to take part
in the joint venture textile
project with Bangladeshi
private entrepreneurs.

The Minister said that the
Italians have also desired tak-
ing over management, quality
control and proposed market-
ing of the products outside the
country, particularly in the Eu-
ropcan market.

They have also assured
provision of nceessary funds in
grants and in aid for the pro-
poscd project, he said.

ltalian Ambassador in Dhaka
Claudio Pacifico and an official
of the Italian Trade Commis-
sion have had scveral meetlings
with the high officials of the
jute ministry to work-out
modalities for implementation
of the project,

According to an eslimale,
the 36 state-owned jute mills
have so [ar suffered losscs

amounting lo Taka four billion.

Belayet Hossain were present
at the press conference.

Meanwhile, the situation in
Dhaka and Ch tm-

on Saturday as more
vehicles started plying on the
road in different district of the
regions.

in the buses in route
no 6 and -

o e
were the main target of attack
of the striking workers.

ASS adds: The leaders of
Bangladesh Bus-Truck Owners
Assoctation yesterday appealed
to the government , political
lcaders and persons con-
cerned to lake appropriate and
bold steps for resolving the
present situation arising out of
the strike,

The association
S M Ziaul Huq and secretary
general A Ghalur, in a joint
statement said the present sit-
uation due to the transport
strike was ‘very dangerous’ as
it was having an adverse im-
pact on the country's econ-

omy.

They said the general public
and the bus truck owners have
been facing unending suffer-
ings and loss due to the strike
for the last scveral days.

Mecanwhile, Bangladesh
Truck Drivers Union and
Gazipur Anto-Zila Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Parishad in

scparate stalcments, congratu-
lated the transport owners

and workers for what they
sald, continuation of transport
strike throughout the country

ihn'l: gﬁl‘ manner for the
Compensation

for damaged

vehicles

The government will give
full compensation to the af-
fected transport owners whose
buses, minibuses, trucks, tem-
pos and autorickshaws have
been damaged since June 22
due to 'acts of anarchy and ter-
rorism’, the Communications
Ministry sourccs said Saturday
in Dhaka, rcports BSS,

Tehran meet
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lls, strengthening of capital
markets and industrial inanc-
ing and instituting cooperative
measures for industrial and
technological development in
the LDCs and the island econo-
mies.

In addition to the strategy
for industrial development, the
conference is also to
adopt a declaration — entitled
The Tehran Declaration —
which will consist of a set of
actions that the countries of
the region will collectively
take to realise the goals of the
aforementioned strategy.
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