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Transport to Now

The country-wide strike by transport workers,
which was of dubious validity to begin with, went
completely ofl the rails within days. The split
mnﬁnlht various transport unions, apparent
from very outset, robbed the action of any real
effectiveness, in so far as putting pressure on the
government was concerned. Instead, it piled on
misery on the low-income groups of the country.
Amid all the violence from both the pro and anti-
strike factions, the purpose behind the action
seemed to have been forgotten. So much so, that
public confidence in the ability of the labour
unions to conduct themselves responsibly
appears to have been severely shaken.

ot only that, the government's handling of the
dispute has also leit a lot to be desired. This
wasn't the first such confrontation with transport
unions that the present government has had to
face, nor did the dispute appear from out of the
blue. For some inexplicable reasons, the
government failed to pursue the issue at ah :arlg{;
stage. and later on, allowed the line o
communication to disappear. The result was
violent picketing and equally violent attempts to
break the strike.

The Minister for Communication Col. (retd) Oli
Ahmed felt he had made enough concessions not
to warrant a confrontation. t somehow, one
cannot shake ofl the feel that the government
was relying more on the disunity among union
ranks to render the strike ineflective than on
meaningful negotiations to resolve issues at
dispute. Whatever the case might have been, the
resull has not been to the good of any party. least
of all the citizenry which always become llYm first
victim of any dispute involv a public utility.
whether pmatclz-nwned or state-controlled.

The dispute has clearly shown the dangers
inherent in a policy of taking actions late in the
day. There was plenty of time to have a drawn-out
series of negotiations, as the unions had given
ample advance warning as to their eventual
intention in case of failure of talks. The time in
hand should also have been used by the
government to build an eflective mechanism for
continuous parley, so that even in the event of a
strike action, negotiations could continue with a
unified body representing the workers. On the
one hand, the government should realise that it is
not in the public interest to split labour unions,
since that can only lead to inter-union violence
which can create serious industrial instability and
economic dislocation.

On the other hand, the unions too should
realise that they are part and parcel of this
country, and their demands cannot in any way be
divorced from the socio-economic realities of
Bangladesh. It is well understood that the unions
have a duty to get the best deal possible for their
members, but it must also be recognised that the
deal cannot be sought by pointing a loaded gun at
the head of the public. Furthermore, it is
imperative that the unions themselves try to
retain unity among their constiluent members,
because it is neither possible for a fractured uni-
on to negotiate effectively, nor is it possible for a go-
“vertiptént to hold mieaningful t4Ks with s

For the public interest, negotiatiofis between
the two sides in a dispute must be serious and
with a clear, credible goal in mind. This strike
should stand as a good lesson for both the gover-
nmeni and unions in how not to approach a dispute.

Punishment for a Student

The student of the Physics Department, Dhaka
University, who assaulted his teacher has becn
meted out, in absentia, the punishment he de-
serves. Not only has he been ed from the
university but also his B Sc honours d has
been cancelled. More, Sheikh Ansar Ali, the stu-
dent, has been declared persona non grata on the
universitly campus. The unfortunate incident
prompted the teachers of the university to go on
an indefinite strike. Their demand for the offend-

student's arrest and punishment is yet to be
fulfilled. After the Syndicate's decision to punish
the student ha$ come, the teachers have also
joined their duties.

It was an issue with grave imports. If the mat-
ter was allowed to pass without such a strong

rotest. it would be a blunder no doubt. Question

owever remains if there were any alternative to
the strike the teachers could th of with equal
impact. Usually the University of Dhaka or for that
matter any other university of the country
remains open only for a paltry few days and when
the teachers refuse to take classes — in fact they
had been on strike since June 6 — for a long

period, the loss cannot be measured in terms of

any single academic criterion alone.

The aggrieved teachers, nevertheless, are not
to blame for this lingering strike. The issue
could very
DU authority been keen on doing so. We under-
stand some procedures have to be followed before
taking a stringent measure such as this (taken
against the student at fault). But we are also
equally unsure if such a long time is required to
act on a matter of such importance. The Syndi-
cate has given its verdict on the recommendation
of the Academic Council and the Disciplinary
Board of the university. One wonders if the pro-

cedures could be’less time-consuming and thus

hcg avoid such a long session of classless days.
ill then the decision is most welcome, for a
university already encumbered with endless
Fmblems has lost much of its past glory. If an of-
ender of Ansar Ali's order goes unpunished, the
university's image would have been further
tarnished. There is no doubt that the student has
‘paid dearly for the wrong he has committed. And
it is his own doing — mostly. A few questions
however do not)\rest there. e most troubling
question, to our minds, is : will this incident put
an end to similar unfortunate turn of events in fu-
ture as well ? We are not sure. The fact that rela-
tions between teachers and students have come
to face a set of new realities should not go unno-
ticed. There is certai a need for reevaluating
the relations betweén them.
In this case the student is undoubt the of-
fender no matter how engrossing his
evances were. He has simply underestimated
the sanctity not only of the relations between
teachers and students but also of the institution
the teacher r:g;tuﬁlts.ﬂ?ut not all the o;tudmts
are so nasty when are subjected to par-
tial and unjust treatmentcl so far as the mf: -
tion of their merits is concerned — there should
be a provision for a fair h of their cases and
also redressing their grievances without delay.
The university authority should give serious
thought te the matter.
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OLITICS in Thatland
has taken a
turn. The bloeody

attempt by the military to
impose its will on the people

has failed. g:.lh:dy t:
won

the le.
#hll minute decision

| made by the King reportedly

on the advice of the Speaker of
the Parllament, prevented the
ntment of Mr Samboon

g the leader of the
coalition backed by the mili-
tary. Instead, much to the sur-
prise and perhaps relief of the
Eple. Mr Anand Panyarathun
been appointed by the king

as the interim Prime Minister.
Mr Anand has declared that he
will dissolve the Parliament in
two or three weeks and hold
gencral elections in four

| months time. This decisive ac-

tion by the king seems to have
diffused tension and ended the
political uncertainty in the
country. In fact, this also
marks the beginning of a new
phase in the Thai people's long
struggle to establish democ-
racy in the country.

It is perhaps too early to
predict the future of Thai poli-
tics. Has the milithry decided

“10 call it quits and return to

the barracks? | doubt it. Thai
armed forces still believe that
they are the custodian of the

country's interests. This beliel
is so firmly embedded in the
| psydhe of officer that

it is considered to be almost a
divine right to intervene in

UCKNOW, India — Law

breakers have emerged

as lawmakers and Mi-
nisters in India’'s most popu-
lous state, Uttar Pradesh.

Observers note that when
India became [ree in 1947
criminal elements, who back-
ed the frecdom movement
against the British Raj, swung
into positions of political im-
portance. They realised that
crime pays, but politics pay
more,

Today, they are power bro-
kers engaged in a most lucra-
tive trade. It is reckoned that
each parliamentary sct costs
around Rs 1 million to win,
and the price may go up to Rs
10 million, depending on
where you are and the kind of
opponents you face,

What is remarkable is that
each criminal who has a police
record of murders, kidnaping,
extortions, blackmail b-
bery, has a tremendous friftu-

ence in almost every .;ﬂtﬂ:ﬂ ;
.| ‘corncr. The educated ‘may
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Conversation
with Saifur

Sir, It was indeced remark-
able that you arranged such a
free and [rank conversation
with hon’ble Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman which. was
published in your esteemed
daily on 05.06.92. Like many
others, | was thrilled to read
the questions, and the answers
by the Finance Minister. My
personal view is that the Fi-
nance Minister was very free
and openly expressed himsell,
as honestly felt on various na-
tional issues, without caring
public eriticism. He was bold
and straightforward and we arc
thankful to you for arranging
such a nice interview with an
important minister like the
Finance Minister. Hopefully,
you will be able to arrange such
interviews with other high-
ranking ministers as well for
the benefit of readers who are

interested in the wellare of the
natfon,

You are no doubt one of the
few objective-minded journal-

" ists of the country and | wish

you many more years of happy
and tive career in journal-
ism. | also want to convey
through you my personal ap-
preciation of the assistance
given to you by Mahfuz Anam
and Sabbir Mustafa in arrang-
ing the above mentioned inter-
view. | wish them continued
success in their chosen pro-
fession of journalism.

K K Das
GPO Box 123, Dhaka.

Father Timm
and CHT

Sir, My attention is being
drawn to the letters and news
items so far published in the
newspapers demanding depor-
tation of Father Timm for his
alleged involvement with the
CHT aflairs.

Well, so far 1 know Fr.
Timm as a dedicated teacher
and social worker. He has been
working as a reputed NGO ex-
pert for the improvement of
the lot of the rural poor. His
concern for bringing change in
our rural power structure is
indeed praiseworthy. For his
outstanding human qualities,

Letters for- publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
‘tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Politics in Thailand —

politics when they deem it
right. A beltel held for more
than hall a century cannet be
shaken so casily, But the learn-
ing process has begun. The
bloody riots of 1973 and 1902
have no deubt taught a lessan
to those in the military who
are willing ‘to learn. The trou-
ble is that some of the officers
may not be keen to learn. Per-
sonal ambition as well as greed
for money and power may
stand in the way for them to
see the writing in the wall.

The military seems 1o have
failed 1o notice the fundamen
tal change that has occurred in
the last three decades in the
structure of the Thal society.
The phenomenal economic
progress achieved by the eoun
iry in the last three decades
has created a and afMluent
middlc class. Industrial work-
ers without much link with
land are concentirated in urban
centres. The tempo of eco-
nomic growth has quickened
in the last ten years creating a
new ycarning for a life style
similar (o that in the devel
oped countrics. Even the rural
population is not immune to
the influence of the western
values though the military still
scems o have some hold on
them.

The wurban population,
growing rapidly in number and
wealth, are assuming the char-
acteristics of an industrial cul
ture, similar to that in Korea
and Taiwan. Higher education
is having its impact on the ur

shun him. But the lower
classes such as workers, the
petly businessmen and

shopowners regard him with
awc,

As a political analyst says,
"As the power of monecy grows,
crime becomes an integral
part of Indian politics.”

A newspaper survey in Ultar
Pradesh shows that 30 per
cent of lawmakers [ace scrious
criminal charges. Culting
across party lines and ideolog-
ical beliefs. these men are [ast
emerging as a distinct group.

A typical comment on
criminal politicians from a po-
lice diary in the state's Deoria
district goes : "The incidence
of cattle-lifting has declined as
the outlaw is living in lucknow
as a Minister.” This was in
1977, but now the police be-
lieve that the situation has got
WOrSC.

A scnior police official notes
that i-was-in the 1980s that
men Withh criminal” recbhrds
swamped the Icgislatare in UlL-
tar Pradesh. The number of
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ban elite. The businessinen.
conscious of their powcer and
strength and supported by the
educated urban youth, are un-
willing to accept the domina
tion of the military. Thus, one
can sec the current power
struggle as a fight between the
entrenched power of the Thai
military and the rising indus-
trialists, bankers and business
magnets. Since Thai politics 1s
not ideologically oriented it
was very casy for the busi-
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Democra
Bangkok.

cy demonstrators iught and tonured by soldiers in

nessmen to gain control of the
political parties and establish
their hold on pelitical power.
Despite wide-spread corrup-
tlon among the ians —
primarily drawn business
circles (and some retired mili-
tary officers) they succeeded
in getting the support of the
educated youth as the lesser of
the two evils. This ambivalence
on the part of the academics
and students was evident in
their atttude towards the

by Special Correspondent

Men with criminal records appear to have penetrated
all major political parties. And there are all kinds of

criminals

scals occupicd by prolessional
criminals, was jumping up in
cach successive Assembly. 11
was 7 per cent in the 1984
Assembly. It jumped to 20 per
cent in the 1989 legislature
and an alarming 30 per cent in

the present one.

Men with e¢riminal records
appear to have penetrated all
major political partics. And
there are all kinds of crimi-
nals. They have becn accused
ol kidnapping, ecattle-lifting,
housebreaking and contract
grabbing. Then there are
killers and murderers.

The leflt-wing Samajwadi
Janata Party has the highest
concentration af .men with
criminal records. Bul shoor
number the right-wing Hindu
Bharativa Janata Party (13JP)
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with many othcrs | respect
and admirc Father Timm. I is
much diflicult on our part
to believe that Fr. Timm is in-
volved in any negalive activi-
ties. His association with the
Commission [or Justice and
Peace might have created
some misunderstanding be-
cause as a member of the
Commission Fr. Timm had
tried to reveal facts for the
cause of establishing peace and
justice in the CHT. We donit
trust that his activities in any
way scrved the interests of the
anti-state elements. 1 still
firmly maintain that Fr. Timm
under no circumstance could
involve himself in any activity
contrary to our state or Govt.
policy. Moreover, most of the
time ol the year, Fr. Timm re-
mains busy with international
social welfare matters staying
out of esh.
Meanwhile, 1 have received
a letter from Rosaline Costa of
the Commission for Justice
and Peace which | would like
to reproduce here and which |

" hope will help in removing

confusions generated in the
public mind regarding Fr.
Timm's activities.

Dear Sir,

I was glad to follow your
letters regarding Fr. Timm and
I greatly appreciate your esli-
mation on him ....

I have been working with
him since the las! six years
very closely. He (s never in-
volved with any of these allega-
tions. Hope you will not
misunderstand him or be mis-
guided with all these false alle-
gations.

If any query, you may con-
tact me.

Yours sincerely. .
Rosaline Costa

Commission for Justice and 1

Peace

About the problems of CHT,
I would once again like to re-
call the announcement re-
cently made by our esteemed
Prime Minister that she and
her t is interested
in drawing a political solution

to the existing CHT problcms.
One more point | would like

io make clear to all intcrna-
tional concerns that none of

the governments alter the in-
dependence of Bangladesh had
undcrtaken any measure which
might be classified as gross vi-
olation of human rights. On the
other hand, the so-called
Shanti Bahini men have been
killing the innocent peace-lov-
ing people of the CHT. Is this
not a gross violation of human
rights? Had our army made a
single operation like one of
those performed by the Sri
Lankan army against LTTE
pcople, therc wouldn't have
cxisted any Shanti Bahini men
around the CHT area.

We arc ready to go for polit-
ical settlement with the devi-
ated people of the CHT but we
can not tolerate their terrorist
activities and harmful actions
against the solidarity and in-
tegrity of Bangladesh,

M Zahidul laque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh ' Agricultural In-
stitute. Dhaka.

Campus violence

Sir, We were horrified at
the incident on the Dhaka
University campus on 7th June
in which three school children

were injured. Every citizen

with conscience cannot but be
shocked at the sight of the in-
nocent faces of the kids who
fell victim to the senseless vio-
lence on the campus, How long
will the government and the
opposition suffer indecision
regarding taking unified action

against the terro irrespce-
tive of their partygalliliation?
We do not understiihd why the
members of the p ment arc

not giving priority ‘to the issue
of the campus violence while
environment for education is
sharply deteriforating in most
of the institutions.

Recently there has been an
assault on a teacher by a stu-
dent in Dhaka University. This
type of incidents must be dealt
with sternly — the cause must
be nipped in the bud. Il we
condone such an incident to-
day, it will recur tomorrow
with uglier ferocity. The
teachers justifiably went on
strike demanding exemplary
punishment to the student
who assaulted the teacher. But
why cannot the teachers take
such unified action against
gun-shots on the campus? |
wonder what the teachers will
do if a teacher dies or a child
of a teacher dies from a gun-
shot on the campus?

Dr M Aminul Islam

Department of Physics
Rajshahi University

happens o be at the top. As
many 58 Mecmbers of the Leg-
islative Assembly (MLAs) be-
long to the BJP figure in the
police files.

There was consternation
among the legislators of almost
all partics when the SJP leader
Mulayan Singh Yadav relcased a
list of 23 BJP leaders, includ-
ing Minister, MPs and MLAs,
against whom criminal cases
were pending in  different
courts. Nol be¢ outdone, BJP
Statce President Kalraj Mishra
rcleased a list to counter it.

Mr Yadav was piqued by the
arrcst of his associates like
former Minister DP Yadav and
the fssuc of warrants against

OPINION

Courtesy, Cordiality and Cooperation

Of late in an evening, | hap-
pencd Lo be in a friendly family
gathering. Some young ladies
and gentlemen were also pre-

senl. As usual the issues
ran from individual /family
problems to international

policies, primely and grimly
pointing to deterforating pre-
sent allairs vis-a-vis the value
system of the by-gone days,

The discourses became all
the more interesting at the
presence of the youngsters.
They were heads over heels to
dcfend themselves: Both the
parties (oldies and young)
were often venomously vocal
and lrying to impress upon
onc another.

In the long last, the debate
began to revolve around the
behavioural patterns. The older
ones were pointing their ac-
cusalive flingers to the younger
oncs for their careless, indis-
ciplined, arrogant and bel-
ligerent way of antics. To
counter it, the younger ones

" were striving to convince the

old ones to learn to accept the
changes. | would [rankly con-
fess that | was on the side of
the older generation. You may,
‘therefore find some of my re-
marks biased but hopefully not
untrue. Today, when | write
this, 1 should appreciate that
everybody took the arguments
and counter-arguments {n
good spirit and heart.

It is [requently observed
that the young boys and girls
ignore their parents,
guardians, teachers and elders
as out-dated, unproductive and
uncreative. Even yesterday, it
was simply the problem of the
western world alone. But today
it has pervaded our too.
Some recollected, in old days
the children were obedient,
loyal and respectlul to parents,
teachers, and the elderly peo-
ple. These days, a well-be-
haved, gentle and loyal boy or
girl is considered a fuur by
his/her peers even. :

In course of discussions,
some persons ol good offices
narrated some events to sub-
'stantiate their points which |
intend to share with others.

One gentleman told this
real-life story. One day. as he
was leaving his office, one
young man dropped in and
proudly declared that he had
been to Delhi on excursion,
thus he could not get the ad-
mit card for the ensuing re-
cruitment examination of that
office. He asked the officer to
issue an admit card immedi-
ately for him. The officer (I
would say anybody would) dis-
liked the commanding tone.
That was the day before the

- ha

. Perhaps this is why
there was no public outcry
when Gen Suchinda staged his
ooup to sect the stage for his
cventual take over. He did not
lake into aceount the com-
bined strength and power of
the urban middie class and the
busincss communily. Of
course, the agilation gained
strength and momentum be-
cause of the Icadership pro
vided by charismatic persons
like Gen Chamlong — the pop-
ular governor of Bangkok. A
devout Buddhist and an

n“:hm ;El‘l;‘ against (he
lary's power.

_ The king and the royal fam-
fly has traditionally provided
stability to Thai society and
this is especially evident in
turbulent periods such as one
wilnessed in the last few
weeks. The king is not only
revered because of his position
as the monarch but also as an
individual who has served his
subjects with dedication ever

his brothers and ncphews. The
orders were part. of Chief

Minister Kalyan Singh's drive

lo "decriminalise politics.”
Legislalors, regardiess of
party afliliations, are unanim-
ous that this type of mud-
slinging would only degrade
the prestige of the legislature.
Mcmbers vocilcrously argued
that mercly bocause a person
wias [acing trial, he should not
be branded a eriminal.
Undcrstandably, those
accused deny the accusations.
Others claim cases had been
registered against them glor
their participation in pl.l%“t?
demonstrations. "If wc are
criminals, so were Gandhi and
Nchru,” a legislator remarked.
No doubt, a large part of the
120 odd MLAs whose names
ligure in the police files may
not be criminals in the real
sensc. Bul the number of those
involved in scrious offences

examination datec and office
hours werc already over an
hour ago. So, he was bluntly
lold that it was next to impos-
siblc to issue an admit card for
him because the office was al-
rcady closed. The young man
retorted that it was one way of
answering him. This was too
much for the olficial. He told
him clearly that it was one way
of answering no doubt, and it
was the formal and final an-
swer for him.

Following the above, ans
other gentleman was inspired
to tell us another such inci-
dent. A young person onec day
showed up in his office and
very perkily asked if the office
would recruit any technocrat.
The gentlemen wanted Lo
know which sort of technocrat
the young man was. The en-
trant had completed his mas-
ter's degree with [irst divi-
sions/classes all through with
major in a particular subject

‘from a university. The official

very rudely told him that he
had very brilliant academic
credits but their requirements
did not match with his
achievements. Thus, he was
turned down. ?

In the presence of a lady,
one day in the personnel de-
partment of one office, a young
man rushed in. He was in a
colourful T-shirt, Jean's pant,
high quality keds and holding a
pair of goggles in hand. He
asked, "Who is Mr X ?" The
géntleman thus addressed re-
sponded (o his query with a
scowling face. He didn't like
the way the young man en-
quired- about him. The young
man was one of the candidates
for coming recruitment test of
that office and he would like to
know about the likely pattern
of questions. As his behaviour
already embarrassed the
gentleman, he outrightly told
him that the questions would
be simply within the subjects

. 80 far studied by him. That was

all told to him.

Now let’'s turn Lo the other
side of the coin. The com-
plaints of the young ones can-

"not be ignored, It is observed

that some elderly Executives
are perpetually late whereas if
once any chance they find
any of their sub-ordinates
tardy, they either issue warn-
ing letter or transfer him/hcr
to a remote area thus punish-
ing for violating punctuality.
Again, some seniors often
while leaving office at the clos-
ing hours, give urgent tasks to
the juniors to be completed
that evening forgetting that
their juniors too have a fam-
ily /social life. The work could
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In Uttar Pradesh, Crime Pays but Politics Pay Tore

startling.
As a senior politician tells
Depthnews, "It is all part of

the monecy power . I is
happenin mryw:rt - in
Thatland, Japan, the
Philippines and in some parts

of Malaysia. Once criminals
#ather enough money, they
develop political ambitions and
there is nothing (o stop them.”

Take the gangway in
Lucknow, capital of Uttar
Pradesh. The man who sought
lo eliminate his political rivals,
now Congress legislator, has
iwo dozen criminal cases
registcred against him.

The police regarded him as
an obscure police informer in
the ecarly the Congress
government. But now he has
grown into a powerful overlord
ol East Uttar Pradesh and
Nérth Bihar by the adept usc of
his political musele money
power. * - — Depthnews Asia

be handed over to the junior
earlier or the seniors could at
least spend sometime in the
office as a solace to the junior,

Over and above, juniors
need appreciation. A little
sympathetic gesture is often
cnough. Many a time it is ob-
served that some seniors nei-
ther they greet nor they
bother to respond to greetings
from the juniors. We must re-
member: that juniors as well
scniors equally deserve re-
speet. It is a two-way traffic.
Real respect comes from the
heart in the form of peace
which is enjoycd by the both,
the giver and the receiver. And
pcace helps achieve good re-
sults.

The seniors like the ruler of
a state, head of an institu-
tion/organisation, teachers,
superiors and so on, should
practise what they preach. We
should remember that the old
saying "honesty is the best pol-
icy” holds perfectly good today
too. The prineciples of equality,
justice, fairplay etc. Should be
applicable to all. Only the
practice of them can bring
happiness for us.

In the light of the above in-
cidonces, everybody came to a
consensus that lack of cordial-
ity and courtesy can bring
nothing but negative results.
The courtesy and cordiality go
hand in hand with cooperation

. A little politenecss and gentl:';

tone can play magic for one.
Our youths need to be trained
to behave and thus reap a rich
harvest. One's nice words can
do wonders. It is practically
proven Imnli’houh have been
written on this). They should
know it better than others that
love begets love. In the above
cases, the lack of courtesy and
display of arrogance simply
deprived them of coeperation
which they needed hndv

The time is come to rcalise
that specialisation in certain
subject is not . OQur cur-
riculum should be thus shaped
that our young s learn
and practise human qualities
too. Lack of human Tlnlltlu
will bring disaster for the soci-
ety.
y[..ﬂ'l not ' complain and
counter-complain but com-
promise. to reach a point
where wé can share courtesy,
cordiality and resultant coun
eration — to narrow down t
present gap for the healthy
growth, development,

and prosperity ol all.

Singtola, Dhaka
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