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Aid and Conditionalities
India seems to be facing the same predicament
esh in dealing with the so-called con-
ditionalities imposed on the country by aid agen-
and donor nations for a massive aid proposed
this year. According to the latest report, the
Bank (WB) has recommended $6.7 billion,
same level as last year, for consideration of
Aid India Consortium meeting in Paris later
week.
this ts good news for India which needs all
the help it can generate for what a WB ollicial has
alled the country's “limping" economy. However,
in the case of Bangladesh, the promised aid is
not without conditionalities — or to use a simpler
, strings. They range {rom massive im-
port liberalisation to simplification in investment

ures, from a thrust in privatisation to fiscal
and reforms.

In the case of both India and Bangladesh, the
conditionalities which are being criticised by a
section of non-official experts, seem to have been
eth endorsed by the two finance minis-
ters, Monmohon Singh and M Saifur Rahman.
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Being technocrats, both run their ministries

without much consideration for any political
mandate as such. This explains why there were
strong suspicions in New Delhi that Dr Singh had
advance information on his last budget to
World Bank. Now, similar fears have been ex-
pressed by some quarters in Dhaka about the na-
tional budget of Bangladesh. Such suspicions can-
not be entirely groundless in so far as an Aid Con-
sortium meeting, whether it is for Bangladesh or
India, is told enough about the reformn process (o
give participants a reasonably clear picture of the
shape and the contents of the forthcoming budget.

It would bé unfair to assume that these condi-
tionalities are being "imposed” only on developing
countries like India and Bangladesh. A recent re-
port from Washington by this paper's guest
columnist, M Syeduzzaman dealt with problems
of disbursement of aid for republics in the former
Soviet Union, a massive $ 24 billion package,
which are also linked to the reform process. In
other words, it is the change in the aid climate
which is at least partly responsible for the in-
creasingly tough and, as some would say, oflensive
line taken by the aid agencies.

In principle, we are opposed to the way the aid
agencies impose conditions on developing coun-
tries, often in covert violation of their sovereign
rights. We also feel that our technocrats, includ-
ing finance ministers, are far too easily converted
to the WB's position to put up any resistance or
even an alternative agenda to the one offered by
the aid agencies. Again, if the economy has been
badly managed, to the point of becoming a
"limping” one, a country like India — not to men-
tion Bangladesh — is hardly in a position to take a
strong line against conditionalities.

Here, non-official experts in Dhaka and New
Delhi who are angry over the acceptance of con-
ditionalities by their governments must offer
their own alternatives, an agenda for progress
which reduces the dependence on exlernal assis-
tance. This must be done in firm precise lan-
guage, not in cliches and jargon. Let the Demo-

cratic Forum, just set up here, take this up for a
priority research and offer an alternative national
budget, before Saifur Rahman presents his next
one, an alternative budget that cuts down on for-
eign aid by a minimum 25 per cent and turns
down WB's prescriptions as [ar as possible.
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Dealing with Diabetes

In observing the Diabetes Day today, we take
the opportunity to make it a point that the dis-
ease, more often than not, is underestimated. It
is a life-time disease and yet can be kept under
control when modern treatment is received
before it is too late. By doing so, moreover, the
patient can live almost a normal and active life.
The choice, therefore, lies with the patient to a
large extent as to how he wants to spend the rest
of his life once the disease has got hold of him.
The fact that the disease is largely controllable
through following a set of rules in the everyday
life provides at least a relative advantage
compared to other complicated diseases.

Apart from the curative (if it can be called so)

measure, there is a need for -being informed of

the preventive ones — specially when the inci-
dence of the disease appears to be on the in-
crease. Physical labour or exercise is the first and
foremost preventive step towards reducing the
possibility of the disease. Overeating has to be
avoided at any cost so that the body weight is
maintained at a reasonable level. To avoid mental
stress and strain, as much as possible, is another
remedial measure to keep oneself immune from
the disease. All these are health rules one can
easily follow, but there is no full guarantee of

one free [rom the disease even if one has
observed the rules punctiliously. But surely, those
rules minimise the chance of getting the disease.

Evidently, urban people today are more health
conscious than they were before or the people
living in villages are. But the farmers and other
villagers do enjoy the advantage of putting in
enough physical labour almost everyday. That is
however not enough to make them totally im-
mune from diabetes. More, both rich and poor
run — if not equally — the risk of developing the
disease in their system. Therefore, the need for
being aware of the disease is a must for all, spe-
cially when people cross the age of 40. The prob-
lem with the disease, when not in control, is that
it invites a whole lot of other complicated dis-
eases — just one of which is enough either to kill
or maim a person for life.

This points to the need for extra caution when
the slightest symptom is detected. It is absolutely
necessary to contact the nearest hospital or re-
port to the diabetic centres — preferably the
Ibrahim Memorial Diabetic Hospital, Dhaka.
I , the hospital has already distinguished it-
sell for excellent service courtesy of a man, Dr
Ibrahim by name, who single-handedly founded a
diabetic association and the hospital.
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HE Famkka

which has been hruill o8-

tensibly to augment the
flow ol Hught River, has in
practice created lot meore
problems for the co-riparian
countries, India and Ba ;
desh, than it has solved.
cently the fMlow of the Ganges
has been showing higher
disproportion between the
monsoon and the dry season —
cxiremely low dry season
runofl and very high monsoon
low. Some major problems
caused by Farakka Darrage are
discu below.

During the dry season the
flow becomes considerably
lower than design parameter.
As a result the minimum flow
to Bangladesh s not main-
tained., leading to a host of
problems such as: (a) Dryi
up of rivers like Gorai ul'z
most of Padma, resulting in
lack of surface water for :
tion, not only for Bangladesh
but also for the Indian districts
of Murshidabad and Maldah.
(b) The Ganges-Kabodak irri-
gation scheme f[ails to supply
and irrigation water during the
dry months. (¢) Bheramara
power station is [acing prob-
lems due to lowering of the
level of Padma. (d) Overall re-
duction of surface runofl to the
sea, rcsulting in greater salin-
ity intrusion. (e} lronically the
initial impact of the enhanced
flood flow s [felt by
Murshidabad.

During the monsoon scason,
particularly when there is high
stage in the Ganges, Farakka
Barrage can do very liltle for
the mitigation of flood in
Bangladesh. Indeed it en-
hances the flood flow.

Siltation in Padma is en-
hanced due to sudden washout
of accumulated silt at the
Barrage, causing unwanted
land accretion all the way
downstream and consequent
need for expensive dredging
operation to keep the naviga-
tion channels open.

The greatly reduced dry
scason [low decreases Lhe as-
similative capacity ol all the
rivers and their tributaries
downstream [rom the Barrage.
As a resull the water-borne
pollution problems due to
agricultural, animal, and indus-
trial wastes is artificially en-
hanced. One such problem, re-
cently pointed out by the

stern powers look an
anﬂwr major stecp in
their lentless con-

version of the United Nations
(UN) into a blunt instrument
of their new world order on
31 March 1992. This time it
was the threal of an aviation,
arms and diplomatic embargo
on Libya.

Given the tone and texl of
UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 748, sanctions will most
likely continue even if Tripoli
agrees to surrender the two
Libyans allegedly involved in
the mid-air destruction of a
Pan Am airliner in 1988.

In the latest Security
Council session, the Arab
states, India, China, Uganda
and Zimbabwe stated that
Libya had shown readiness to
respond to the earlier Secu-
rity Council demand, and that
a negotiated settlement * was
still possible. Privately, many
delegates also pointed out
that Libya's leader, Moammar
Gaddali, had been quiet in-
ternationally for some time

The Northern powers
represented in the Security
Council stonily ignored all
these representations. Austria,
Belgium, Britain, Ecuador,
France, Hungary, Japan, Rus-
sia, the US and Venezuela
then voted for the sanctions.

Five Third World members

abstained — Cape Verde,
China, India, Morocco and
Zimbabwe.

Beyond surrender of the

suspects, however, the

address.
Sacrifice of animals
Sir, | would like to have the
cxpert opinion on one issue ol
extreme national interest. It
however, concerns Lthe ritualis-
tic sacrifice of animals cach
year on the occasion of the
holy Eid-ul-Azha. The ritual is
said to commemorate the
great sacrifice of Hazrat
Ibrahim (A). But to what extent
we have been able to guide
ourselves with the same spirit
is a question open to all
‘Qurbani’ has turned into an
annual show-case for the rich.
So, if Qurbani has become a
social ritual bereft of its essen-
tial value, is there any point in
such mindless slaughters? For
it is only the principle behind
the act that transforms the act
to something more than the
act and without which the act
becomes something less than
the act, If we did indeed show
our honest readiness in tryin
to emulate the jdeals of the
great prophet, could we then
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| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
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tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

FARAKKA BARRAGE PROBLEM
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by Mahfuzul Huq

Indian side, is the peoliution
caused by the :Ihch.lrgr from
Garew's Distillery into the
Ma river

Our study (carried out by
the auther as consultant to
BSFIC) has shown that even af
ter the Carew's problem is
solved, the pollution level in
the Mathabhanga duc to agri-
cultural sources, like jute rot-
ling and animal wastes, will
still remain very high during
the dry season. It may be noted
that Mathabhanga pollution
problem has been noticed dur-
ing carly eighties after the
Farakka Barrage became opera-
tive. Therefore it proves our

E:!nl that long term solution
r the Mathabhanga pollution
problem as well as all the

other pollution and agroeco-
nomic problems caused by
Farakka Barrage are to find a
sustainable methodology for
increasing the dry season flow
and decreasing the monsoon
flow.

Without going Iinto Lhe
cthics and legality of this uni-
lateral method of hydrological
deviation, not Iin accordance
with the standard praetic
among co-riparian countrics, |t
can be salely stated that the
Barrage will certainly not lcad
to any sustainable development
of either Bangladesh or India

This non-sustainability has
been further enhanced by
some recent man-made and
natural developments: (a) The
lelt bank of Hugli river has
been eroding causing a shift of
the river towards the Padma.
According to Indian cxperts,
in future the (wo rivers will
merge rendering the barrage
absolutely uscless. (b] Recently
hydroelectric gencrators have

been installed at the Farakka

Barrage. In order to maintain
the minimum head lor the op-
eration ol the hydro-gencra-
tors, the dry scason flow lo
Bangladesh will have to be
further reduced, which would
certainly not be acceptable.

A Possible Solution

Clearly thc problem ol wa
ter sharing of the Ganges
arises out of the temporal dis-
proportion ol the water [low,
f.e. too much waler during
monsoon and loo little during
the dry scason. It has been cs-
tablished that the problem can
only be solved by upper

catchment conservancy by
means of dams and barrage
high up In the Himalayas
mostly in Nepal. Upper catch-
ment aflorestation will aid the
conservancy process even fur-
ther. In fact such conservancy
may convert the Ganges into a
constant-flow river and
Farakka Barrage can then pla
a very useful role as a m
stream regulator to the benefit
ol Nepal, India and Bangladesh.
The spin-off would be a huge
amount of cheap hydroclec-
tricity to be shared by all.

In fact effective control of
devastating flloods and drau-
ghts in this region is im-
possible withoult upper-calich-
menl conservancy hydro-
dams and aflorestation.

Now Jet us examine tLhe
projects already planned by
india and Nepal in the Gangoes,
Brahmaputra and Meghna
Basins, primarily for the pur-
pose of mecting India’'s energy
needs by hydro-power stations,
which would provide the addi-
tional benefits of {rrigation and
flood control

The Indian study has cstab-
lished that hydro-power would
be significantly cheaper in the
long run than power produccd
by coal by a thermal station
right at the minehcad. Both
ESCAP and the Indian recom-
mendations for buflding hydro-
dams were primarily for
power production In a far
more cosl-elfective and sus-
tainable manner than fossil fucl
based powrer plants. Now with
the added factors of ever in-
creasing flood disasters and
expected increased precipita-
tion due to Green Housc-
Eflect, the Hydro-dam option
has not only become more de-
sirable but almost csscntial.

It is untversally recognized
that basin-wide management of
the Ganges, with upper
calchnwnt conservancy as the
primary factor, will convert

lhe Ganges inlo an almost
constant flow river, thereby
solving the dual problems of

water-sharing during the dry
scason and disastrous [lood
during the monsoon period. It
is also recognized that the
hcavy capital investment re-
quired will invariably cause
considerable delay in [ull im-
plementation of the 1olal

basin-wide management.
Fortunately a study for catch-
ment conservancy of Koshi
basin carried out in 1985 un-
der the aid of Japan
International Cooperation
Agency has shown that the
construction costs of some
high-head hydro-dams In Arun
Koshi, Dudh Koshi, Tama
Koshi and a few other triba-
taries to be exceptionally low
(Thapa, Anand B. 1988 "Nepals
white coal” of na-
tional Conference on Science

& Technology).
These projects

arc located at d’ll'kmt:,

molc sites, were found te be
very economical because of su-
perior geological conditions
and high head -

The gross and the active
storage of the five reservoirs
on Koshi basin are estimated
to be 2.5 MHM and 2.27
MHM respectively. Out of the
lotal active storage of 2.27
MHM . it should be possibile to
relcase at least 1.5 MHM dur-
ing three driest months,
thereby assuri sixty thou-
sand cusec of itional flow,
which would greatly alleviate
the present low dry season
low, assuring at least seventy
thousand cusec minimum Mow
for Bangladesh.
Management of Existing

Hydrological Structural
Facilities

Some recent structural de-
velopments in Damodar and
Mayurakshi valleys have already
alicviated the flood and irriga-
tion problems of West Bengal.
There are good leasibilities of
implementing similar facili-
lies in other tributaries of the
Ganges, both downstream and
upstream of Farakka. It has
been estimated that the exist-
ing storage dams in Damodar
and Mayurakshi basins should
have an active sto ol about
one MIHM, out of which about
0.75 MHIM should be available
for the dry scason, ylelding an
avcrage additional flow of
30,000 cusecs. This should
make it unneccessary to divert
too much waler during dry
scason so that Bangladesh's
share need not fall below the
agreed minimum of 56,000
CUsSeC.

Moreover,

the reservoir

could be easily managed so
that maximum storage

sibie during the peak n-J:-
riod making it possible for
Bangiladesh o recetve its natu-
ral share of monsocon (low,
thereby sparing Bangladesh
and Murshidabad the added
burden of a higher flood stage.

There are two more tribu-
taries downstream of Farakka
and at least six on the right
bank of Ganges between
Farakka and Patna which pro-

reservoir schemes would not
only alleviate the perennial
flood problem and enhance ir-
rigation factlities for Bthar and

West I, but would also
help solve the “Farakka
Problem”.

AFFORESTATION : It is well
known that upper catchment
aflorestation aids ground water
conscrva and reduces cro-
sion. Extensive and intensive
afforcstation of the Koshi
basin. as well as Rajmahal and
Ehmnrﬂ;p-ur h‘l"lhrﬂl will (&)
reduce runofl and erosion dur-
ing the monsoon; [b) increase
dry season flow; (¢) increase
the life time of reservoir
significant reduction of silt
hosad.

STRATEGY FOR SOLUTION
OF FARAKKA PROBLEM: The
strategy for immediate and
long-term solution of the
"Farakka Problem”™ may be
summarized as (1)
Management of the exisling
hall a dozen reservoirs in Lhe
Damodar and Mayurakshi
basins in order to ensure en-
hanced dry season flow and
reduction ol peak flood flow
(2) Afforestation ol Koshi basin
and the high lands on the right
bank of the Ganges, down-
stream of Patna as well as on
the flood plains of lower

Ganges. (3) Inilutmn of the
Koshi dam pro (4) Strict
adherence to t l.grt:d Wil -

tersharing scheme till the im
plementation of the above

project.
Financing and
Management of
Himalayan Hydro-dams

It is obvious that the huge
capital investment required for
installation of hydro-dams in

the upper catchment of
Gange$-Bramaputra-Meghna is

Law of the Jungle Relgns in UN

by Erskine Childers

In this critique of UN Resolution 748, the
author argues that the move by the West to
impose sanctions on Libya strikes at the

Westlern resolution has a fur-
ther clause clearly designed to
ensure that the sanctions will
go into force, and then to
maintain a stranglehold on
Libya, it states that Tripoli
'must promptly, by concrete
actions, demonstrate its re-
nunciation of terrorism.’
These actions are not speci-
fied by so much as a half-sen-
tence. Libya will obviously be
unable to 'demonstrate’ such
a change in only 14 days.
Stipulating that a state
must 'demonstrate’ totally un
specified negatives in fitsell
reduccs the UN to the law of
the jungle. As with the lraq
ceasc-fire terms, the Western

powers can endlessly re-de-
fine what they mean.
They can make lifting

the sanctions conditional on
so-called 'United Nations in-
spections’, even on the de-
parture of Gaddafi, and in any
other way grind down the
country as long as they wish.
They can also try to use the
resolution as a springboard [or
more draconian action — full
economic sanctions, or a mili-
tary attack like the American
bombing raid on Tripoli in
1986 in which Guaddafi's
daughter and some 200 other
Libyans were killed.

Moreover under the UN
Charter, sanctions are sup-

posed to be the next-to-last

very heart
international law.

of the

UN system and

resort only alfter the measures
for peaceful redress laid oul
in Chapter V] have becn cx-
hausted — including arbitration
or judicial settlement (Article
33.1) and reference of legal
disputes to the International
Court of Justice (Article 36.3).
Yet on the very same day, the
world court was in fact meel-
ing to hear Libya's appeal
over the dispute under the
1971 convention [or suppres-
sion of unlawful acts against
the salety of civil avialion
(Montreal Convention]) to
which Britain, France, and the
US are also signatories.

Using the Security
Council to impose sanctions
while the UN's own
‘principal judicial organ’ is
seized of the issue would
strike at the heart of UN and
General International Law
even if Libya had shown no
other response.

The Montreal Convention
requires that accused violators

of salety in any signatory state
must be apprehended by that
slate and initially investigatcd
— Libya did just that it
promptly arrested the two
men, notified the accusing
states and began an inguiry.

The convention also re-
quires that all parties to it as-
sist an investigating state. Thc
Libyan Supremc Court asked
the three Western powers to
send it their charges and
their evidence. They refused,
fatuously claiming Libya could
‘destroy the evidence.

The Libyans then invited
the nations to send their own
judges to Tripoli with cvi-
dence, to participated in a
trial there. This, too, was
rejected by the three coun-
tries as was the Libyan pro-
posal for holding a trial in ‘a
neutral state’,

After all this Libya went
to the World Court, request-
ing it to rule where the
men should be tried, and in

the interim, . an injunction
against any coercion hy the
3ig Three. The UK and US
wore actually arguing against
Libya in the World Court
hearings in The lague while
simultancously railroading
sanctions through the UN Se-
curity Council.

This only cursory sum-
mary of their multiple manip-
ulations of the Charter and
international law, the West-
¢crn powers have once again,
as in the Gull crisis, carefully
not referred in the sanctions
resolution to the precise arti-
cle (No. 41) in Chapter VIl
that alone authorised sanctions
under UN Authority. The rea-
son is clear — any such spe-
cific reference would make
United Nations control
mandatory over any further
action.

Once again, the Western
nations want the seeming
moral mantle of the UN over
their designs but are deter-
mined not to be constrained
by the UN in any use of
outright force that they may
decide.

During the Cold War the
five ‘permanent members’
had their wveto against any
proposal that one or more
country disliked, but they
had to carry enough other
members for any ‘action’
decision. And although in-

well beyond the economic ca-

pacity of the coun -
tries. Thudu:-m. by
international agencies would

be a prerequisite for such a
o be a success. It has

been well recognized that in-
vestment in Himalayan hydro-
dams is an attractive proposi-
tion for international financing
organisations, provided the
management is well coordi-
nated so that the return from
the investment is assured |
would like to suggest the fol-
lowing mrﬂnﬁn'

Al  An international consor-
tium should be formed In
which all the co- ran
countries and the financ-

ing agencies should have
‘equity participation. The
consortium would be en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of installation and
management of hydro-
daros.

B Most of, if not all the, in-
ternational aids and loans
for flood control, irriga-
tion and hydro-power
production should be
channelled through this
consortium. Mest of the
financial equity participa-
tion of the co-riparian
countries could be on the
basis of delayed payment
on the resources gener-
ated and benefits obi. vined.

C) The operational modality
of hydro-dams would be
primarily for flood control
irrigation for the co-ripar-
lan countries.

D) The hydro-power gener-
ated should be shared by
the co-ripartan countrics
on cash-or-kind paymont
bxnsis.

E)] The huge amount of “idle
clectricity that 1s ex-
pected o be gencrated
because of the flood con-
trol mode of operation of
the hydro-dams should be
utilized by thec donor
agencies in the most suit-
able geographical location
lor running industries, sct
up as a joint venture be-
tween Lthe consortium and
the host country.

DR. MAHFUZUL HUQ s
Chairman of SRAVAN, a society
Jor relief avoidance and vigi-
lance against natural disasters.

creasingly impoverished un-
der the West's control of
global financial and trading

licies, Third World mem-

rs were pro-
teeted by the USSR East-
ern Europe [rom Western
pressure over their in the
Sccurity Council.

Now, Russia lmd Eastern

Europe have fallen in line.
Bereft of  protection and
cven more impoverished,

Third World countries are
confronted by outright threats
and bribes — over trading
status, debt-reliel, credit con-
stitutionalities at the Western-
instructed International
Monetary Fund, and devel-
opment aid. Their council del-
egations reveal in their state-
ments what they really think
of these resolutions — as in
Zimbabwe expressing
‘enormous  discomfort in in-
voking chapter VII.'

The Third World was
neatly conjured in the 1980s
into losing its The
Libya case at the UN further
indicates that only a revived
courage in numbers, and an
appeal to Europe to avert a
catastrophic North-South di-
vide, may savc the UN from
the sherills of the new world
order.

Third World Network
Features[IPS.

ERSKINE CHILDERS is a
retired senior to the UN Sec
retary- general

be oblivious to the plight ol
millions around us? Perhaps
only the government knows
how much of a drain this is to
the national economy. If India
had not been the neighbour
who knows how many cows

would be ground today. Can an
LDC like Bangladesh afford to
indulge itselfl gleefully in such
mindless practice when its
livestock situation is simply
dwindling?

Religion is no strict code. It
is a philosophy for guiding our
lives. The practice of the ideal
can and should be formulated
according to the time and
condition. Many social practice
considered sacrilegious only
ycars ago have now been
widely accepted by all. Even
the most outspoken zealot has
to be photographed before go-
ing for Hazz. The Shariah
Council of Makkah has an-
nounced that posthumous eye
donation is not inconsistent
with the religious code. What
is important is to interpret

cthics on the basis of our own
knowledge.

I really think it is about
time we started talking about
it. Meanwhile, a suggestion: Let
nobody give a Qurbani alone,
and every cow be shared by
seven individuals — that way
we can at least minimise the
loss.

Munlier Hossain
Dhaka Medical College

"Want and limit"

Sir, Heartiest thanks to Prof
Zahidul llaque for his letier
"Want and limit" (The Daily
Star 3.6.92). Profl llaque, who
has been prominent in the let-
ter writing forum of national
dailies and periodicals, has the
sterling quality to chos¢ sub-
jects of importance. | take
greal interest to go through
them with increasing real. |
am tempted to add something
to what he has said in the let-
ter in question. [t prompls me
to remind one saying "It is
easier to check the first desire
than to satisfy those follow it.”
It is true that a man now [inds
himself with whatever he has,
may soon fall prey to the greed
for more, might be owing to
various rcasons — the prime

onc maybe his neighbour.

Sanjib Chandra Chatto-
padhyay in his [amous "Pala-
mou” staled that pul a [amily
by the side of a mendicant, he

- will lose his mendicacy in

three days. On the second day
the houscwife of the [amily will
show her new bangles to the
wife of the mendicant and on
the following day, the
mendicant will apply for the
post of magistrate. In fact in
Bengali families, the neigh-
bours, help creating sensc of
want to the members of the
family who reside close by.

It is really a thing of vital
significance that if an individ-
ual is capable to check his first
desire of having something
which invariably entails Lhe
burden of shouldering addi-
tional ones in the long run. To
specily the point it may bec
cited that a man who does not
own a radio at present and
chooses to purchase one, has
initially to spend a price for it
and then earmark his time to
listen to it, to renew the li-
cense in time where he has to
spend a purse, and then his
children mlghtlrend a costly
study hour in listening to it
and lhr: like. For every desire
when checked, it is better.
And when it is not checked
and implemented, it involves
some responsibility that would
also involve doing things be-
sides losing time and money.

Fru-l' Haque huﬁ vurj' rightly

said "an increase in the scnse-
of what will increase the rate

of corruption.” Because when a

want is [clt, an urge is invari-
ably created to fulfil the want
by any means, [air or foul,
which is sure to breed corrup-
tion.

I am in full agreement with
the observation that an indi-
vidual should think in terms of
satisfaction with whatever he
has, whercby the range of cor-
ruption may be suitably con-
tained.

S M llussain
Mirpur, Dhaka

DU campus and
children

Sir, Three school children
were seriously injured in a
bomb blast on the Dhaka
University campus on June 7.
This incident is not the only
one which we are encounter-
ing day out and day in. But it
was a dastardly act, because
those innoeent were just
enjoying their leisure when all
on a sudden the attack was
made.

So, it is my earnest reguest
to the Varsity authorities —
either remove the school from

the campus or slop lerrorism
in campus arca.

| think if the school re-
mains there, some day some
boy will fall a sure victim to
hooliganisms in the Varsity.

Tasneen

Dhaka

Israeli atrocities

Sir. Of late, the Israeli

forces have increased their air
attack on Palestinian bases at

various places. T‘h:i: are care-
lessly torturing the Palest-

inians and the Arabs and also
mercilessly killing them. Isr-
aeli atrocities have now
crossed all the limits,

Would the United Nations

take some stern measures
against lsrael to protect the
armless, innocent Palestinians

and the Arabs? [s it not the sa-
cred responsibility of the -
United Nations to help estab-
lish their just rights?

M Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Instt-
tule,

Dhalea



