DHAKA SATURDAY JUNE 27, 1992

=Dhaka Day by Day
Effects of Transport Strike

by Dipak Kumar Karmaker
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In Bangladesh everybody knows that politi-
cal sabotage and terrorism have
common reality. The [act is viewed as indiller-
ently as the "universal truth” in narration in
schools —# the sun rises In the cast. Now lo
this, add another universal truth — transport
strike.

As is well-known, when the price of Kclrﬁl
and diesel is lessened, the transport authoril
swill not lessen the bus fare accordingly, wit
the hope of greater and greater profit.
strike is occasioned by such situations.

During the transport strike the suflering of
the people is indescribable. It is
the office-goers or people who have scrious
tients. Condition is very miserable for thosc
who return (rom oflice at night. While Lthey
want to return home as early as possible, the
rickshaws are less on the roads at such times.

People who have to traverse a long way arc
in great difliculty, because the rickshawwallahs
do not want to go to distant places.
Sometimes, occasio rain increases the trou-
ble immcasurably. People cannot come out of
the shed because of rain. They shout from
there to bargain with the rickshawwallahs.

At the busy places like Farm Gate or
Gulistan, sfituation is really unimaginable.
Hundreds ol people waiting on the road but
there are only a very few rickshaws or baby-
taxis. When a rickshaw or a baby-taxi comes, a
host of people fall upon it like madmen.

People kecp standing to find rickshaw. Al
times, they feel tired, lifc seems to be full of
ennui. Suddenly a private car passes [illing
these people’'s mind with impossible dreams o
having car. They also dream that if, hﬁ..mirack:.
some private car stops to Him and the driver
politely asks, "Where will you go?” But drecam
remains dream.

When there is transport strike,
usually go by rickshaw, Mishuk or baby-taxi
Sometimes they ride on ‘van (pulled) which
presents a very pleasant sight. g:w:n or cight
men on a van dangling their legs, talking

lly giving the impression that they are the
ppiest men in this world.
ut it is the rickshaw which is used most.
For the rickshawwallahs it is the heyday. lle
will bid exorbitant charge to the passcngcrs.
You will argue with him in cvery possible way
to lessen the charge, but he will maintain his
rigidness by showing an obstinate silcnce.
However, people, on the other hand, have
their own innocent defences. They go by
‘'share’. As a result of this share, you will [re-
quently see sych scenes that a man, who will
go to Farm Gate, will sit on a rickshaw and thc
rickshawwallah will repeat 'Farm Gate, Farm
Gate, Farm Gate ..... '. Going by rickshaw brings
ple close. Two passengers who are un-
to each other suddenly slarl gossiping.
The gossip commences with the subject near-

people

Play role in nation
building activities,
Talukder to rotaracts

NARAYANGANJ, June 26:
LGRI) and Coopcratives Minis-
ter Abdus Salam Talukder
today landed the rotarians and
the rotaracts for their service
lo distressed mankind and
human wellare, reports BSS.
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extended
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of service to human welfare
human-development.
Their field of activitiecs were
throughout
He said the rotaracts
had played a vital role in the
service of the destitute and
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est at hand — transport strike. They will cyni-
cally talk about the transport workers and hurl
abuse on the latter's fourteen generations.

The discussion then digresses from once
subject to another. somctimes start dis-
cussing the overall situation of the country and
the comparison between the past and the pre-
sent governments. Both of them know that
what they are talking about has no important
bearing on their life, but talk is the sweetest
way in which people can pass Lheir time. At
the end of the discussion, somclimes they
know the whereabouts of each other. They
even go so far as to inquire about their per-
sonal address.

I 1s not very rarc that occasionally rickshaw
asscngers in share become [ricnds and the
ricndship lasts beyond the time ol travelling.

Thus il is amazing to noic that transporl strike
which is the great gencrator of evils and suf-
ferings, has within itself also an element of
love that can bind people together. Well, life is
a mass ol contradictions and conflicts both in
theory and practice.

In the transport sirike period, a few long-
route buses are moved within the city. In doing
this, people of these buses take greal risks.
For, there arc picketers lying in wait at the
different turnings of the roads. They throw
stones or cocktails at the buses. These buses,
albeil very few, are of great help to the ple.
Naturally, they rais¢ the bus-fare a little.
Supposc, Tk 3 is demanded for travelling from
Farm Gate to Gulistan, there are passengers
who will even grudge payinﬁ this, whereas
these same passengers would have to spend Tk
10 to 15 II_Lﬁ‘q went by rickshaw or baby-taxi.
So, thal is the way with public life — give him
an inch and the will take an ell.

As is known lo everyone, in this period,
BRTC buses, which are governmenl service,
are on the move. But the number of these
buses is infinitesimally small as compared to
the number of Fc-:::-plt'. rlcnce, the result is eas-
{ly calculable. 1l you sec such a bus with untold
number of people, you will have an idea of how
much condcnsable the human body can bel

Everybody loves life and how inflinitely! But
the passengcrs while jumping on BRTC buses
become oblivious of the so lovable a thing as
life. They literally stake their life and take the
whole thing as a challenge.

It is worthy of attention that nowadays many
people start movement, procession and strike
over every Lrille as it is their prerogative in
this new democratic vista, They raise storm in
a lca-cup. Transport strike is one of them. The
conflict is between the lessening of the price
ol petrol-diesel and accordingly, the lessening
of the bus-fare. Bul in all this, the common
pcople are at the receiving end. So, it is the
time that vex populi should protest against this
injustice.

Call to work
unitedly to
protect
environment

Deputy Leader in Parlia-
ment Profl AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury Friday urged all to
protest the alarming global en-
vironmental pollution caused
by the developed countries of
the world, reports UNB.

He blamed the industri-
alised countries for polluting
the entire global environment

the

The Minister was address-
ing the ninth rotaract district
assembly organised by the
Rotaract Club of Narayangaj at
Shaheed Zia Hall here.

Presided over by the Dis-
trict Rotaract Representative
Fazle Rabbl Mopasa, the asse-
mbly was addressed, among
others, by the district gover-
nor Jalal Uddin Ahmed, Dis-
trict Governor nomince Mag-
furudin Ahmed and district
rotaract representative AK
Mujibur Rahman.

Minister said rotaracl
club had alrcady occupied a
distinguished place in the field

distressed people of the vil-

Salam Talukdar said thosc
who serve mankind, really
worth deserving love and re-
spect. He called upon Lhe
young rotaracts to sacrifice
themselves in the service of
mankind and to participate in
the nation building activities as
well.

The Minister later dis-
tributed prizes and certilicates
among the different rotaract
clubs of Bangladesh for their
glorious achiecvement in the
service of human wellare and
deveclopment.
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m Uttara Bank Limited

Branch

Shifting

Uttara Bank Limited, Netrokona

branch has been shifted to Teribazar,
Netrokona from Barabazar, Netrokona
from today (27-6-92).

Our valued Clients and well-wishers
are requested to contact and transact
at the new premises.

—

through nuclear tests and
harmful industrial wastes.

Prof B. Chowdhury was
spcaking as chiel guest at a
seminar, organised by 'Peace
for All', a social welfare organi-
sation, at Sonargaon Hotel last
morning.

State Minister for Environ-
ment and Forest, Fishery and
Livestack Gaveswar Chandra
Roy was the special guest at
the function, which was also
addressed by 'Peace for All ’
Secretary Masudul Hassan.

Prof. B. Chowdhury, stress-
ing the need for creating
awareness among the citizens,
also urged all, including the
NGOs, to work together to
protect the country's environ-
ment and ensure a pollution-
free environment for the fu-
lure generations,

Speaking about the adverse
effects of modern technology,

Gayeswar Roy suggested con-
trolled use of technology for

protecting the global environ-
ment.

He said country's intellectu-
als and leaders of political par-
ties can play a vital role in
creating awareness among the
commonman regarding envi-

ronmental pollution.

A key-note paper, 'Pollu-
tion-Free Environment for
Peaceful World" was presented
by Ferdous Ara Pasha at the.
seminar. Dr Marefa Khatun, Dr
Nazmul Ahasan and Father RW
Timm participated in the

| discussion.
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Saturday

00.00 World News
00.256 World Busincss
Report

01.00 World News

01.25 News from London

D2.00 World News

02.25 Question Time

03.00 World Headlines

03.068 Documentary

04.00 World News

04.25 News from London

05.00 World News

05.25 Kilroy

06.00 World News

06.26 Newsnight

07.00 World News

07.25 Business Matters

08.00 World News

08.25 Newsnight

0D9.00 World '‘News

00.25 Tomorrow's World

10,00 World News

10.26 Crime Ltd

11.00 World Headlines

11.06 TBA

12.00 World News

12.25 Network East

13.00 World News

13.25 Busincss Matters

14.00 World News

14.25 Whicker's World

15.00 World Headlines

15.06 TBA

16.00 World News

17.00 World News

17.25 Whicker's World

18.00 World News

18.25 Network East

. 19.00 World News

19.256 Crime Ltd

20.00 World Nows

20.25 The Late Show

21.00 World News

21.25 World News Weck

22.00 World Headlines

22.056 TBA

23.00 World News

23 .25 Network East
Saturday

00.00 Lou Grant

01.00 Movie-Castle of the
Walking Dead

02.30 Jackie Chan Special

04.00 Elizabeth R

05.00 Foley Squar

05.30 Runaway with the Rich
& Famous

06.00 Island Wildlife

07.00 Cartoon

08.30 Readers' Digest Classics

09.00 Carton Classics

09.30 Smoggies

11.00 Animated Classics

12.00 Man-eating Tigers

13:00 Island Wildife

14.00 Matinee Classics:
The Night Has Eycs

15.30 Beyond Theatre

18.00 Video Fashion News

18.30 White Shadow

19.30 Foley Square

20.00 Lou Grant

20.50 Hol Stars

21.00 Jackie Chan Special

22.30 Movie : The Ratings
Game

Metropolitan

mBTVI

Anti-Drug Day observed

Call for checking drug
abuse, illicit trafficking

By Staff Correspondent

As clsewhere in the world, presided over the posium
the International Anti-Drug  while it was also ressed by,
Day was observed in others, UNDF's Deputy
e yesterday with a Resident Representative
mrrylnj vigorous cam- Wollgang Fischer, Profl AK Azad

paign against drug abuse and Choudhury of the Dhaka
fllicit trafficking. University, Dr Nargis Ratan

Seminars, symposia, discus-
sion and blood-donation pro-
gramme were organised in ob-
scrvance of the UN-declared
day, observed every year with a
view to strengthening action
and cooperation at the na-
tional, nal and interna-
tional towards the goal of

a global society free from drug
abuse.

President Abdur Rahman
Diswas and the Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia gave separale mes-
sages on the occasion, calling
for checking drug abuse and {l-
et traffickings.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia addressed a dis-
cussion meeting at the Osmany
Mcmorial Auditorfum in the
afllernoon. by the di-
rectorate of Narcotics control,
the meeting was also ad-
dressed by the Home Minister
Abdul Matin Choudhury, Home
Secretary Lutfullahfl Majid and
the Director-General of the
Narcotics Control AMM
Nasrullah Khan.

Addressing the meeting,
the Prime Minister stressed
the nced for playing a ploneer-
ing and eflective role by all so-
cial forces for checking drug
abuse

She called upon all political
parties and the socio-cultural
organisations to build up a
sfrong movement and resis-
tance against drug addiction
on the basis of national con-
SCTISUS.

Earlier in the morning, the
Narcotics Department also ar-
ranged a “padjatra” or
walkathon from the Shishu
Park to the Osmany Memorial
Hall. Home Minister Abdul
Matin Choudhury, Social
Welfare and Women Aflairs
Minister Tariqul Islam, Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah
and the Mayor of the Dhaka
City Corporation Mirza Abbas

The Narcotics Control
De nt and the Narcotic

Officers Welfare Association
published two souvenirs to
mark the occasion.

The United Nations
Association of Bangladesh
(UNAB) held a symposium in
the United Nation Information
Centre (UNIC) premises in ob-
servance of the international
day against drug abuse and {l-
licit trafficking in the morning.

UNAB President and cmi-
nentl scientist Prof M Illnus All

Saturday

USA Top 20 Video
Countdown
MTV Weekend
Spccial: Yes-Around
the World in 80 days
Music Videos-VJ
Danny McGill
The Day in Rock
Party Zone
MTV Power Pack
MTV Mon Amour
Awake on the Wild
Side
Music Videos-VJ
Danny McGill
USA Top 20 Video
Countdown
The Week in Rock
Best of Saturday Night
Live
21.00 Party Zone

(Please deduct 2 hours [rom
all programs f[rom above tim-
ings for Bangladecsh Standard
Timc)
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remain unchanged

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower is likely
over Chittagong division, at a few places over Dhaka-Raj

to occur at many places
shahi

division and at one or two places over Khulna division during
the next 24 hours commencing 6 am today (Saturday).
The Met offlice forecasts day temperature is likely to re-

main nearly unchanged all over the country.

The country
The highes
while Chittagong

on Friday at many places experienced rainfall.
t of 132 mm rainfall was reported from Cox's Bazar
had 90 mm, Kutubdia 77 mm, Srimangal 37

mm, Sitakunda 22 mm, Maymensingh 12 mm, Feknaf and

Sylhet 8 mm each and Co
, The maximum tempera

had 5 mm of rainfall.

ture of 35.5 degree Celsius was re-

ported from Jessore and the minimum temperature of 21.5

degree was reported from Sy

lhet on Friday.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6.50 pm and rises tomor-

row (Sunday) at 5.14 am.

The maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some cities/ towns of the country on Friday were

Cities/Towns Temperature in Degrec Humidity in
Celstus percentage
Maux min Bam 6pm .
Dhaka 33.56 26.6 E? g
Chit 26.0 24.3 9
m;gnng 34.5 23.0 :‘? :1
Rajshahi 32.5 24.5 !
Dinajpur 31.85 25.6 89 71
Cox's Bazar 25.5 24.0 95 o8
Sylhet 21.5 - o8 :
Barisal 33.0 26.0 89 85
Mymensingh 27.6 23.0 05 91
} Jessore 356.5 23.0 - -

1

and UNAB Secretary Gencral
Syed Ahmed Hossain.

Wollfgang Fischer in his
speech spoke on diffcrent
sides of drug abuse and partic-
ularly mentioned about the gi-
gantic role of the United
Nations system in combating
drug abuse and fllicit trallick
ing of drugs throughout the
world

Prol AK Azad Choudhury
highly emphasized on propcr
education on the bad eflects of
drug abuse and called for con
certed efforts to check drug
abuse and fllicit tralTicking

Prof M Innas Ali expressed
deep concern about the in
crease in the drug abuse and
illieit tralflicking and
supported the UN General
Assembly's call for conducting
an international campaign
against the trade of drug,

The Dhaka Ahsania Mission
held a seminar on the occasion
in the UNIC premiscs

Deputy Leader of the Jaliya
Sangsad Prol AQM Badruddoza
Choudhury attended the lunc
tion as chiel guest. Chaired by
Justice AKM Nurul Islam, the
scminar was also addressed by
the National Professor Nurul
Islam, Deputy Resident
Representative of the UNDP
Winston Temple and others

Bangladesh Anti-Drug
Federation organised a discus
sion at the National Museum
Auditortum to mark the day

Works Minister Raliqul
Islam Miah addressed the
meeting as chiel guest whil
the federation Presiden: MA
Jalil was in the chair

The Anti-Drug Fedcralion
and Bangladesh Red-Crescont
Society jointly held a blood
donation programme on the
day in front of the National
Press Club.

Social Wellare and Women
Affairs Minister Tarifjul Islam
lnl.uFuratnd the programme as
chiefl guest. Society Chairman

e

Syed Shahidul Haque, MP, was

also present.

About one hundred men
and women voluntarily donated
blood on the occasion.

No Drug Imprecation
Soclety arranged a discussion
meeting and a painting exhibi-
tion in the Shishu Acadcmy
premises in observance ol the
day. Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Dr
Khandaker Mosharral Ilossain
attended the function as chief

guest.

BSS adds: State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum addressed a discussion
al the National Museum organ-
ised to observe the
International Day against drug
abuse an illegal trallicking un-
der the auspices of the "Natya
Sabha", a socio-cultural organi-
saton.

Prof Jahanara Begum said
that youth forces are the main
Victim of the adverse affect of
drug abuse.

Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman met UN
Secretary General Boutros Ghali during his recent visit to
New York.

—PID photo

" JS standing body meet on LGRD

The seventh meeting of the
Standing Commitiee on LGRD
and Cooperatives Friday re
vicwed different aspects and
progress of the programmes
adopted by the Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives Divi
sion with a view to removing

poverty of the rural

reports HSS

peopic,

Presided over by LGRD and
Coaperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukdar the meeting
was attended by Deputy Minis
ter for LGHRI) and Cooperatives
Mohammad Abdul Hye. Mo
hammad Latilur Rahman MP,
Abdul] Wahab MP and Joymul
Abedin Faruk MP
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Prosperity in service

l— PARTEX GROUP
OurIntegratedeffortsto
serve the nationwith ¢

dedicafion
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Sena Kalyan Bhaban 195, Motiihesl C/A, (16th Floor) Dhaka, Banglacesh
Tel : 235083-4, PABX 882713, 252800, 256482 Fax : BB0-2-863806, Th | 642723 PRTX-BJ.
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