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- L]
Transfer of Tinbigha

L]

Corridor
The stage is set for the transfer today of the

Tinbigha Corridor [rom India to Bangladesh. thus
providing a physical connection to the enclaves of
Dahagram and Angarpota to the mainland.
Metaphorically speaking, the people living in
these isolated villages now return to their home-
land, Bangladesh. In other words, in welcoming
the transier ol the corridor, we are, in ellect,

welcoming Bangladeshis living in the two en-
claves to their own country.

It is our hope that the transfer will go on
schedule, without any hitch, and that the two se-
nior oflicials, a Depuly Commissioner of
Bangladesh and a Deputy Magistrate ol India, will
conduct the ceremony in a manner befitting a
historic moment in the bilateral relations of their
two countries. They will be conscious that the
ceremony marks the final implementation of the
Land Boundary Demarcation Agreement signed
between the two neighbours some 18 years ago.
by two great leaders of South Asia, Banghabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Srimati Indira
Gandhi. Indeed, the poignancy of the event can-
not be lost on the people who will be participat-
ing in the transfer ceremony today.

The long delay in the implementation of the
1974 accord. modified in (wo more agreements
in October, 1982 and then in March last, under-
scores the dilliculties faced in the transfer of the
Tinbigha Corridor from India to Bangladesh.
While a cross-section of people in this country
felt genuinely angry and resentful over the delay
which most certainly caused hardship, both eco-
nomic and emotional, to Bangladeshis in the en-
claves, the opposition to the agreement among a
sizable section of people in West Bengal remained
strong, with the whole issue going before the
Calcutta High Court and finally before the coun-
try's Supreme Court. With the Indian judiciary
upholding the boundary agreement, the path was
cleared for the transfer that takes place today.
Here, one must give due credit to the successive
governments in Dhaka and New Delhi — and, in-
deed. to the state administration of Jyoti Basu in
West Bengal — for pursuing the matter with dili-
gence and in a spirit of goodwill, an approach
that, we believe, prevented the extremists in the
two countries [rom changing the course of events
in what was potentially a volatile issue.

Alter the transfer of the corridor. there may
well be a period, hopefully a short one, when
many teething problems will crop up, especially
involving the movement of people and goods
across the narrow road connecting the enclaves
with the mainland. We are confident that the lo-
cal officials on both sides will handle these issues
with tact and patience and resist any templation
ol turning any of them into a matter of national
prestige.

However, to put the accord in the national con-
text, the transfer of the Tinbigha Corridor augurs
well for the future of Indo-Bangladesh relations in

other fields, especially in the resolution of prob-
lems. such as the sharing of water, which have so

far defied lasting solutions. Although the authori-
ties in the two countries remain tight-lipped in
providing much information on their respective
positions (o the media, not to mention of their [u-
ture course ol action, it is our belief that an ea-
gerness exists in both Dhaka and New Delhi to
take a new view of Lhe issues which were pushed
under the carpet during the Ershad regime. If
this is so. let the two governments move fast in
tackling the outstanding problems before
extremist factions in the (wo countries start
influencing the events — in the wrong direction.

The Change in Israel

If Palestinians in the occupied territories and
their representative organisation, the PLO have
hailed the victory of the Labour Party in the gen-
eral election in Israel, we can also salely welcome
the change in Tel Aviv. Expectations among the
Arabs are high, perhaps too high, that the Labour
leader Yitzhak Rabin, heading the new govern-
ment, will make dramatic changes. altering the
hard-line policies of the outgoing Likud adminis-
tration of Yitzhak Shamir.

With a comfortable single party majority won by
the Labour — official results are awaited — the
new coalition is unlikely to include Likud. This
would mean that the new Rabin administration
which will still be a coalition with smaller like-
minded parties can carry out its programme
without continually seeking adjustments and
compromises with the rightwing Likud.

However, how the new government will tackle
its programme remains (o be seen. While in op-
position, the Labour had made attractive
promises, ranging from providing full autonomy
to the occupied Arab Lerrilories to calling a halt
to what it called political Jewish settlements in
Arab lands. How many of these promises will be
carried out is the big question. Of course, it is in
the interest of Rabin to honour his major election
pledges, such as a freeze on new settlements in
occupied areas, in order to secure Washington's
guarantee for the massive $10 billion loan Israel
needs so urgently. Let us hope that in providing
this support, the Bush administration gets a clear
picture of Rabin's future plans regarding the
stalemate in the Middle East peace talks. Nothing
will make the Arabs happier if the new govern-
ment in Israel can reiterate its commitment to
the land-for-peace formula and open the door for
direct talks with the PLO. What the Palestinians
can do to match such moves from the Rabin ad-
ministration is another matter. If, in the
new climate, there is a bit more trust from both
sides, with Washington playing a positive but an
even-handed role, the situation can start
changing fast in favour of peace in the troubled

region,
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N the cold northern hemi-
sphere, the sun hides be-
hind the cold mist and sno-
ws. The autumn harvest of hay
must be completed on time.
hn‘; is true with the boro
crop; an nﬂr summer
ﬁ;:d Inmratt April or May
would ruin the ripe standing
crop. Timeliness is so crucial
in agriculture. Il not done on
time, the returns tend to be
gero. It 18 not that time is
money; the emphasis is on the
timeliness — not belore or
aher
Each and every work in
agriculture has the right tume
and the season. Perhaps be-
causc of our basically rural
background, the newly emer
g ¢ business class ol Ban
eladesh is very conscious ol
the very seasonality of trading
opportunities. From cultivation
to complex business world of
te endeavour, in coursc
of a life-time carrier is very
remote from the simple world
of palm trees and green grass
In agriculture, from planting to
the final crop harvest is a
malter of only a few months.

Exception being the tea gar-
dens originally developed by
the Dritishers or rubber plan-
tations promoted entirely
within the public seclor. Due
to the long growth period, net-
ther tea nor rubber became
part ol the traditional small-
holders’ agriculture. In [fact
when khas lands were allo
cated for small-scale tea and
rubber plantations, the recipi-
ents lost all intcrests after
sclling the available timber on
such lands. Even in case ol
large lea cstates when ac

Make Hay while the Sun Shines

uired by the locals, often the
rests are denuded of all valu-
able trees.

It is difficult for us to forego
the tmmediate gains. Hence
our expectations from business
ventures arc essentially of a
short-term nature. We mini-
mize the investments required
primarily because resources
arc extremely limited but at
the same time, we tend to
maximise other non-monetary
cllorts to profit as muech as
possible in as short a time as
feasible, say within six months
— SAME as A Crop scason.
Hence numerous business en-
lerprises many of which could
be found only on the letier
heads, act solely as gencral
order suppliers or facilitators
ol supply orders ensuring ac
cess o the right conlacls in-
cluding the bank The individ-
uals involved in these so-called
lying business if successlul,
possess the unigue capacity Lo
finally elinch the deals over-
coming all odds that may stand
on the way upfront. The ecriti-
cal element 1s the short ime-
liness of the opcration with
right contacts at the right tinu
— same as in agricullure.
Therelore, make hay whilc the
sun shines.

Transaction Rent

Most of the business in our
counlry today arc sceking
transaction rent’ from the so-
citlled deal-making: be it the
supply of cement to rural
health centre under construc

tlon or the loan obtained to
start a new industry. The

is the money secured —

whether the rural health cen-
tre or the factory Is opera-
tional. Hence according to the
prevalent business standards,
it will be utter stupidity not to
adulterate the cement or pay
back the money to the banks.
Bangladesh is the only country
in the world where bank loans
lend to become government
grants and it is an irony of our
cruel [ate that the poorest bor-
rowers from the Grameen

experienced the so-called
lhacky breaks. all the same, the
prolonged pai h of
growth and Mm:h.d
to be followed. The founder of
the Bangkok Bank, the largest
Asian Bank outside Japan, was
;rndd.l: vendor in the 1920s.
¢ accumulated his bit
by bit. got his Iu:-h.y**bruk.
madc more money which
snowballed into a fairly large
sun. big enough to Liunch the
banking enterprise ain as a
finrl)r modost [inancs] institu-
tion, This s=ns kept up the e

ASIA

ank arc the best repayers of
hosurs

There is a common saying
in Bengali that nobody can
climb up a tree by a single
jump. We have forgotten the
wholesome maxim. In fact one
of the sucvessful wheeler-deal-
crs told me the other day that
the most appropriate phrase in
the Bangladesh context would
be you have to get across the
ditch In one jump But this
cannol be a tenable situation If
we Jook across Asia, al coun
tries wilnessing the cconomic
miracle, we will not find any
parallel to the gamblers’ world
ol paradisc that prevail in Lhis
country. The big capitalists to-
day all had vory humble begin-
ning. Of course they must have

lentless painstaking work
build and expand the banking
busincss so that alter aboul 40
ycars of its founding, the
Bangkok Bank has become
what it {s today — a glant fi-
nancial conglomerate and the
[amiliar one ol the richest in
Asia. Samc is true of the Cen-
tral Department store: a small
beginning but steady growth at
an increasing rate spread over
three decades before attaining
the huge size of today.

In Bangladesh, we do not
have faith in such a small be-
ginning but accompanied
continuous and intensive el-
lorts for sustained high
growth This is becausc our
trust in the [uture is al best
marginal. We lack confidence

in the future as we carry the
agriculiural orientation of
uncertainties induced by too
much water and the floods; or
too litte rain and the

In either . crop disaster is
inevitable crisis of confi-
dence emanates from our rural
heritage. We lack the true ur-
ban sentiments and are con-
tinually pulled back towards
our village roots where crop

faflures are so frequent.

Rural Bias

The profound rural bias was
vividly demonstrated when my
salary bill was refused by the
AG's office who noted that the
bill could net be entcrtained
because the permancnt ad
drcss had not been given. |
could not understand because
my purmanent Dhaka city ad-
dress was written at the ap-
propriate place. But according
lo AG's office, the permanent
address ought to be the village
address; it could not possibly
be an urban location.

The rural orientation is so

complete and total tn our
midst although the urban
ulation of Dhaka in part is

lncrtllin&(by leaps and
bounds, people are not
becoming urbanized. Hence
the rural attitudes and senti-
ments get refllected on our ex-
panding private seclor world
ol trade and commerce domi-
nated by short-run seasonal
expectation of bumper profit
like the bumper harvest.
Quick gains and windfall
profits are not uncommon and

where after his name, follow-
are printed:
Managing Director, Fixing and
Foxing Co Ltd, and then a fic-
titious Motijheel address. First

on the likely supply orders
well in advance so that an edge

over the competitors could be
created through pre-emptive
actions of sufficient greasing of
the relevant palms (feet as
well, If necessary). This iIs fox-
ing. On the other hand,
is concerned with securing the
ultimate work order inspite of
foxing by the others. Both fox-
ing and fixing are |
They nt each other.
So ies and Gentlemen,
let us make hay while the sun
shines. In the midst of our ru-
ral frame of mind, Hyundai of
Korea or Siam Cement of
Thailand are inaudible distant
cchoes. Such daydreams are
anathema to the nightmares of
daylight hours of -Motijheel
Commcretal Area

Jurists Commission Blames Inkatha for Township Violence
by Stefani Langenegger

Township violence is the most serious challenge facing South Africa, says an independent
human rights commission which recently visited the countrv. It places much of the re-
sponsibility for the violence on Chief Buthelezi’'s Inkatha movement and also blames the
government and its security forces. As Gemini News Service reports, the jurists recom-

squad of while riot

police walked into the

Bruntville beer hall
They searched some of the
customers — not unusual for
the black South African town-
ship — and asked the owner
for his licence. He produced it
for them.

Then, as the police were
leaving, one of the officers
turned around. He pointed his
rifle at a customer. And [rom
six feet away, he shot the man
dead.

A week later, British human
rights lawyer John Macdonald
walked into the beer hall and
started asking questions. The
answers he heard are now part
of the latest report from the
Commission ol
Jurists.

Members of the indepen
dent human rights commission
released the report after visit-
ing Natal and Transvaal in
March. Enlitled "Agenda for
Peace”, it says violence s the
‘'most serious challenge facing
South Alfrica today”.

Withoul an end to this vio-
lence, it concludes, it is not
possible for the country to

. hold [ree and f[air clections,

with one vole for each person.

The report places much of

| the responsibility for the vio-

lence on Chiel Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and his Zulu-based
Inkatha Freedom Party, saying
that Buthelezi, "for whatever
recason, has not used the influ-
ence he undoubtedly has to
curb the vielence of his sup-
poriers”,

The report also blames
President F W de Klerk and his
government: "Law and order
has broken down, the police
do nol protect the people and
the people do not trust the po-
lice. We suspect this is mainly
because the Government has
failed to take effective action
to curb the violence."

‘I's very easy to criticise
when you're on the outside,”
says Duke Kent-Brown, a press
counsellor with the South

Sir, We live in a market-
[rMendly world. There seems to
be almost universal agreement,
private enter-
prise promotes elliciency. But
we need to remember why and
under what conditions this will
be true. Fundamentally, private
enlerprise works better than
public enterprise because, and
to the extent that, it is quick
to reward good decisions and
punish bad ones. An en-
treprencur who takes mostly
right decisions earns profits,
while one who takes mostly
wrong decisions makes losses
and at some point is driven out
of business.

Therefore, private enter-
prise will not deliver the goods
if it is coddled, if it is perpct-
ually protected from having to
pay for its mistakes, if it can
keep running to the govern-
ment, like a child who has
fallen and scraped its knee, so
that the government can "kiss
the place and make it well”,
This s what many of our en-
trepreneurs seem Lo expect as
a matter of course — "sick” in-
dustries must be rehabilitated
at public cost, defaulted debts
must be waived, competing
imports must be banned, and
S0 on.

| am not saying that gov-
ernment should do nothing to
encourage and assist the pri-
vate sector. But such help
should be more in terms of
casing restrictions, simplifying
bureaucratic procedures, en-
suring law and order, provid-
ing social overheads like

mend an international team be sent to South Africa to monito

cies before an election is held.

r its law enforcement agen-

Alrican embassy in London |le
says that while his government
appreciates the adviee ol re-
ports like "Agenda for Peace,”
it keeps in mind that they are
usually one-sided, placing
blame solcly on the authorites.

One of the commission's
criticisms of De Klerk's gov-
ernment stems from indis-
criminate violence on the
couniry s commuler lrains.

The trains have been the
scene of moré than 100 ran-
dom killings since July 1990.
One woman — Martha, injured
during the Benrose Train Mas-
sacr¢ on Scpltember 13 of that
year, later told the jurists:

"Everyone was panicking,
screaming and running, some
people jumped out of the win-
dow. There was blood all over
me and | thought | had been
wounded, but the blood was
from my fricnd on top ol me, |
think she had been stabbed. A
lady sitting on the seat oppo-
sil¢ me was screaming and
scrcaming. | think she had
been shot in the stomach,
there was a lot of blood. An-
other man came in and
stabbed her until she stopped
screcaming.”

Their first morning in
Transvaal, the jurists visited a
Soweto commuler station. But
on that day, two days bcfore
the referendum that asked
white South Africans whether
or not they supported a con-
tinuation ol De Klerk's reform,
cvery passenger was scarched
thoroughly. Members of the
South Alrican Defence Force
checked the passengers' cla-
thes and bags, and nobody
seemed to mind.

“One has to ask, says Mac-
donald, 'why the government
didnt do sooncr what it did
two days belore the referen
dum.”

"Il the gevernment had
uscd soldicrs at stations to
scarch people in July 1990
alter the first attacks.” the
commissions report contin-
ues, "over 100 lives would have
been saved and one of the
mosl scrious manifestations of
violence would have been
nipped in the bud.”

Kent-lBrown docsn't agreeé
the solution is so casy.

Let's look at the practical
implications of that — certainly
the stations in Johannesburg
aren't as big as, say, the under-
ground stlations in London, but
can you imagine if somconc
had to do that full time?”

A few days alter the jurists
visited the commuter station,
they spent an alternoon at onc
of South Alrica’'s most contro-
versial murder trials. Captain
[3rian Mitchell and four special
constables were charged with
Il murders and two at-
lempled nurders in Lthe town-
ship of Trust Feed.

Evidence at the trial
showed that Milchell, white,
had taken the lour black con-
stables to a house in which a
service was being held to
mourn the death of a local
township resident.

Mitchell flired two shots
into the house, giving a signal
to attack. The court decided
that he had intended o kill
cveryone at the service and
that the shooting had been re-
quested by senior South

transport and power (bul here
cmphasis should be on ade-
quale and dependable supplies
rather than chcap supplies),
and enforcing contracts. Some
degree of tarill protection and
soime cxport incenlives are

permissible, but cven these
should be moderate and tem-
porary — the country cannot
allord to support "infants” who
never grow up. Beyond this,
the ruthless discipline of the
market must be allowed to
work unimpeded if private
enterprise is to deliver the
goods,

I would very much welcome
comments from entrepre-
nours.

Abu A. Abdullah

Research Director
tungladesh Institute of De-
velopment Studies

"No waiting room"

Sir, As studcnl of the Willes
Little Flower School, I feel it to
be my duty to protect the in-
terest of school and protest
the wrong allegations against
the school authority mad by Ms
Shamim Hamid [(in her letler
"No waiting room™ May 31.

| was amazed to see that the
writer noticed the guardians
sitting in the alley but com-
pletely missed the light pink
asbestos shed adjacent to the
alley just outside the school
compound, built exclustvely for
the guardians of the students.
This waiting room is large
enough to accommodate as

many as 50 persons very casily.

A

|l do nol scc any scnsce in
blaming the school authority il
the guardians prefer to pass
their time waiting in the open
alley. In my view, the guardians
should not be lel inside the
school premises during school
hours as this would break the,
discipline of the school and
also disturb the students.

Syed Tasbir Imam,,
Willes Little Flower School
Dhaka.

Containing criminals

Sir, The rale of crimes has
incrcased alarmingly in the
country. Murders, hijackings,
highway robberies ete have be-
come a regular feature. People
are [eeling greatly insecure be-
causc there are hardly any
protection for their lives and
properties. The police are,
perhaps, on the alert are also
trying their best Lo get hold of
the criminals, but the situation
seems to be deteriorating day
by day. .

In my opinion, execution of
exemplary punishments on the
offenders in the presence of
the members of general public
could help effectively in reduc-
ing attitude for crime among
the ‘present’ and 'to be' crimi-
nals. Peoplc will be aware of
the dire consequences of
commilling crimes, And, rapid

disposal of eriminal cascs is a
musl o combal crimes.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

Institute, Dhaka

Alrican police officers. The five
men have since been con-
vicied.

What has caused more con
troversy than the killings
themselves is the fact that all
11 murdcred were Inkatha
supporters

The judge in the case
thought this could have been a
mistake on Mitchell's part,
since the police have been ac-
cuscd ol [avouring the Inkatha.
But the prosecutor suggested
it was part of a strategy to stir
up revenge killings between
the Inkatha and rival African
National Congress led by Nel-
son Mandcla.

The jurists say thal the
court’'s judgment "has con-
firmed that views aboul police
conduct which have been ¢x-

pressed Lo us by lawyers and
church lcaders both in August
1990 (their previous visit) and
on this mission.”

They believe the evidene:
in the Trust Feed casc ropic
sents “only the tip of the ice-
berg.” cstablishing that the
South Alrican police worked
with Inkatha and ordered the
killing ol innocent people to
create mayhem, all with the
knowledge of senfor officers.

However, the jurists also
believe that — given the right
lcadership — the police have
the capacity 10 bring the vie-
lence under control within
threc to six months.

"What is necded is first the
political will, and seccond
sonmeone o monitor and make
sure that the orders are being

Implemented,” they write.

e cexisting poliee force
can not accomplish this on its
own, the report continues. Po-
lice Inspire no trust among
blacks because officers have
long held the responsibility of
cenforcing apartheid laws.

The jurists recommend an
international team, comprised
maostly of lawyers and headed
by someone with an estab-
lished record in human rights,
be scnt to South Africa to mon-
ftor the law enforcement
agencies.

[iut Kent-Brown considers
it unlikely that South Africa, or
any other country, would toler-
ale such international med-
dling.

“Let's not forget that South
Alrica is a sovereign state,” he
says. “| think the rmment
is doing all it can. Certainly
there are other things that
could be done and will be
done.... (but) this is a problem
that should only be dealt with
by South Africans.”

STEFANI LANGENEGGER, a
graduate of the University of
Regina School of Journalism in
Canada, is working on a fellow
ship for Gemini News Service.

(OPINION Sl "SaesiRusy™ |

Inaction of DU Administration

Congratulations on your
forthright cditorial of June 8
on “inexcusablc incident and
inaction®™ by the Dhaka
University authorities. While |
wholeheartedly share your
sense of outrage and shock at
such a serious incident, | won-
der whether our "democratic”
government or many recaders
of your esteemed daily lelt as
strongly as you did aboul the
criminal behaviour of some one
who should not be referred to
as a “student”. Often your pa-
per takes civilised and moral
stands on social issues which
call for prompt, decisive and
tough action by the govern-
ment. However, in an insensi-
tive and to an extent brutalised
society like ours civilised
norms have little value and
blood-chilling cruelty and in-
human injustice of man to man
cvoke little or no response al
all.

Let me explain why the sil-
uation in Dhaka University has

' degenerated like this. The ap-

parently fincomprchensible
"inaction of the university au-
thorities” and the "inexcusable
faflure to discharge their du-
tics” did not come about in a
few days or weeks. The uni-
versily turned inlo a coveted
centre of power politics and
has been falling apart slowly
but suyrely for the last several
years. And now it has lost all
ils past academic glory and its
reputation as a bastion of
protest against autocratic and
tyrannical regimes, and is
looked upon as a safe sanctuary
for all kinds of criminals and a
hotbed of bloody and partisan
fighting with modern firearms.
Let it be understood by all
concerned that there are two
main reasons for Lhis alarming
and seemingly hopeless situa-
tion. Every government of the
country wanted and even ap-
parently the present one
wants, to use this university as
its stronghold and sphere of
influence. did not and do
not care at all about the quality
of education of the genuine
students, their safety or their
future. Secondly, for all the
Vice-Chancellors of the univer-
sity the most important objec-
tive has apparently becen to
remain in power. All other
considerations — academic
standard, safety of the students
and others, honour, morality,
stice, fairplay, etc turned in-

significant. The Vice-
Chancellor cxercises almost
unlimited power over all aflairs
of the university and if hc
wants, by distributing lavours
and appointments, he can
manage to musler the support
of the majorily of teachers.
Publi¢ eriticism does not touch
him: he is not accountable to
the people. Every Vice-
Chancellor maintains a good
relationship with the govern-
ment — that is his best salcly
valve. And protected by the
shield of so-called universily
autonomy, he can, if he wants,
violate, misuse or abuse thc
provisions of the law with im-
punily. Like the ‘successful’
politiclans of the country, cv-
ery Vice-Chancellor secks to
or has to keep all dominant
student groups happy.

The leaders of the DUCSU
(Dhaka University Central
Students’ Union) dictate many
policy decisions of the univer-
sity administration. In the
residential halls of the stu-
dents the wishes of the leaders
of the hall unions are the
'rules’. The Provosts and House
Tutors of the halls are helpless
and pathetic spectators of
lawlessness and violation in al-
lotment of seats, sheltering of
outsiders and armed terror-
ists, and even detention of
people in the halls for ransom.

Onc example of this policy
ol appcasement of the politi-
cally powerful "students” is

‘that the young man who as-

saulted a tcacher was said to
have been given special per-
mission to sit for the examina-
tion on "humanitarian grounds”
three times — twice during the
tenure of the former Vice-
Chancellor, and once by the
administration of the present
Chiefl Executive, These special
permissions about academic
matters are given by the
Academic Council, the highest
academic authority of the uni-
versity. The Vice-Chancellor is
the ex-oflicio Chairman of the
Academic Council which in-
cludes all the Deans, the
Professors and the Chairmen
of the De nts. An exami-
nation of the records of the
A.C. would show that many of
the applicants for special
permission do not really de-
serve any consideration, but
they are recommended by the
respective departments and
the A.C. gives them permis-

sfon. But many genuine cases
for humanitarian consideration
arc rcjected simply becausc
they do not have political clout!

The "culture” of lawless-
ness and terrorism on the
campus has another dimen-
sion. A former Vice-Chancellor
of the universily (who is now
the Chairman of the University
Grants Commission) was rec-
poried to have alleged publicly
sometime back that some
power-monger tcachers were
behind the incident of setting
fire 1o his residence while he
was out of town. When a group
of well-known terrorists were
expclled by the Disciplinary
Board of the university, they
immediately found shelter
with a top official who aspired
to become the Vice-Chancellor
himselfl. Last year when a for-
mer Vice-Chancellor was
shopping in the New Market,
one of the expelled students
pointed a gun at his chest,
abused and humiliated him
publicly. The victim (during
whose tenure the expulsions
were made) reported the inci-
dent to the police but they
could not take any action
against the alleged offender
who happened to be a top
leader of the student wing of a
major political party.

The "culturc” of terrorism
and lawlessness is a fact of lile
on the campus. This is nour-
ished by the two largest politi-
cal parties and some smaller
ones. This culture is report-
cdly patronised by some
teachers for personal reasons.
The administration appcases
these vielent elecments and
nothing is done by the gov-
ernment of the country to
clean up the halls and the
campus, though almost every
day we hear pious speeches by
the Prime Minister and her
ministers as well as other po-
litical leaders about their
"determination” to eliminate
terrorism [rom the educational
institutions.

Where can the vast silent
majority of people look for the
elimination of this culture of
violence and lawlessness? The
situation seems to have be-
come worse than it was du
the autocratic regime o
Ershad. We can only say : "May

God help us.”
B W Rahman
Dhaka University.
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