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Two more bills |

Dreams Sometimes Do Come True!

efforts has turned his dreams
into realityl He was merely a
. rickshawpuller just f[our

Shahjahan Miah, with his

By Rahat Fahmida

oL ki

that mcans that six people
have already taken their win-
nings', | sald, 'so why don't
they just quietly drop out of

e f“' -

and 25 mcembers, each di-‘-

positing between five and
twenly-five taka daily, and
running its khcla at 10, 15, or

introduced in

parliament

Two bills were introduced
in parllament yesterday inchad-
ing one te charge enhanced
fine for illegal water connec-
tlon, reports UNB.

LGRD Minister Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukdar intro-

. duced the bills titled the Water

Supply and Sewerage Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1992 and
the Bangladesh Academy for
Rural Development (Amend

| ment) Bill, 1992.

The first bill seeks to In
crease the [ine for ollences
like fllegal water connection,

| change in the metre reading

and for defaultl consumers
from Tk 2,000 to Tk 10,000
The second bill provides
for inclusion of the direclor
neral of Bangladesh Academy
or Rural Development in fis

' board of governors as member

sccrelary

Milk prices up
From 'age | Col B

Earlier, 1l was recported
that according to the text of

e 1

Employees of Bangladesh Union Parishads brought out a

procession in the city to press home their demand for

nationalising their services.

—Star photo

TBILISI (IGEORGIA), June 24 Government forces crushed

|

an

attempled cup against

Eduard

Georgian |leader

Shevardnadze on Wednesday, reportedly killing 30 people
who had seized the state broadcasting facility. Fifty people

were wounded in
build
Most of the In

the seven-hour attack to retake the

ngs, said governmen! spokesman Valery Kvaratskheli
jured were supporters of ousted Georgian

President Zviad Gamsakburdia, reports AP,

bl
Russia likely
WASHINGTON, June 24: The International Monetary Fund
is prepared to provide dirs | billon in financing 1o Russia
cven though the country has not yet recetved [MF approval for
its economic reform programme. a source said Wednesday. A
recommendation to extend the money will be presented to
the IMF's 22-member executive board in the next few days

with the aid expected to win quick approval, said an IMF
ollicial who spoke on condition ol anonymity, reports AP,

Transport

From Mage | Col 8
also took Lhis "oppertunity” in
charging high prices r a

number of other essential
items.

Opposition urges

From Page | Col 5
the Parllament chamber of the

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Azad.

months ago. After joining a (he samity, and sto avi 30-day intervals. This gives a = Rt The authorities, however, The resolution adopted at
samity of the Rotating Savings (heir 256 tnia a day? ' IP‘:E::,{ wide range of prizes’. :::;:‘;:‘e ;om l:“imzc:: madec special arrangement for the meeting seriously con-
and Credit Associalion . j,st try’, said Mostafa, ‘and Ten men depositing five being increased 1o 48 per cont m e e| y regular supply in the city's demned Sunday's police attack
(ROSCA) in his locality, ‘heyll scc what happens to laka a day and running a ten- from the existing 25 P:r-rn:‘ peirol pumps and escorted i on the Press Club and the
Ibrahimpur, in Mirpur, he 8  (heir rickshaws . day khela collect a prize of 500 i pe : From Page | Col 6 accommodation had another | convey of lorries Wednesday  working ournalists and
now an owner ol two rick- It was a surprise — for no taka, while 26 men depositing A two kilogram Dano which clement. Reading out a notice | night to fetch adequate fyuel remarked that it was virtually
shaws. one heard of them before 25 taka with a thirty day khela | sold for Taka 298 before the | T€c¢!Ved h:FP“““ from the from Enamul Hug-of Jamaat | o \he filling stations. an attack on the freedom of
ROSCA is a non-formal sav-  Mostafa said such samitics arc  gct a prize of 18,750 taka. budaet announcements. s cur reasury h“""'ﬂ"- the Speaker informed tLhe A owner of a city filling the press.
ings group of 10 to 20 mem- ;5w common not only in Samity members tend to | rently selling at Taka 325 But the Home Minister, jlouse that Enamul Huq was | . said that there was no fhe  opposition partics
bers. W deposit a [lixed Mirpur but in other arcas of  Progress 'up' towards richer | while a tin of Blue Cross brand Chairman of the House Com- having the problem of a weasel termed the Home Minister's

amount at regular intervals.
This is then lent to each of
the members in regular rota-
tion, on the basis of an agreed
rinciple which is usually
Enmnrn as 'khela’ or lottery.

the capital as well.

During an interview with
ROSCA members of
Ibrahimpur area, they told The
Daily Star that the group had

samities as time goes by.
Maniruzzaman has found sev-
eral cases where rickshaw
pullers started with prizes just
large enough to buy spares for
their rickshaw, then went on

condensed milk in priced at
Taka 32 compared to the car-
lier retail price of Taka 27 and
a bottle of Horlicks which was
carlier selling for Taka 97, is

mittee went further. Asked by
the Speaker to explain the sit
uation, the Home Minister said
that the Hous¢ Committee had
Taka one crore to buy ncew
things for the hostel but the

in his room for the last one
and a half month.

The Speaker disposed of
the notice saying that he had

already ordered the persons
concerned Lo provide Insect)-

scarcity of diesel, petrol or
octane in any of the pumps
around the capital.

A group of federation lead-
ers led by {ts execulive presi-

dent Manjurul Ahsan Khan dif-

statement on the incident that
claimed that the police (ailed
to scparate journalists from
the unruly processionists on
the day funny and said that the
opposition could not

only 24 members when il being sold for Taka 120. . 3 . Ao ' f[cred with the decision and
There are quite a number of ata::"lcd this scheme about !0 buying their own rickshaws, Similarly. retail prices of all purchase was delayed because cides to the complaining urged the workers to operate the atiack on the freedom of
these groups in Ibrahimpur, (hree years ago. then bought second or third | other brands of powdered milk {l;{ lormaliics 1nvnl1::~d. I,h-' m”:‘,h”‘ their vehicle. the press.
Sewrapara and Kazipara arcas Now they have three scpa- rickshaws, and are now using | and milk products have bgwwrr. :runm}i:d} ol P.drh:r:r. Whm? the 'F“Iun In the capital the striking Mohammad Nasim of the
of Mirpur in the capital. rate samities in this particular lottery samitics to move into @ | recorded a steep rise in recent Ty by Saying (el oncy was  resumt 4 the Treasury transport workers picketed Awant League (ALJ read omt
These credit groups = Pf { baby-taxi ownership. One such A no problem as the Finance Benchers took initiative to s stoned the vehicles i aif- the official resolution at the
emerged and have been func- area. The members nlsam‘:}r samity has Members who de- ' Minister had agreed to provide make the procecdings inter RSN tt::' umber PTCSS briefing while Abdus
crcrged and have been func.  number one, are mainly rick MY M Member Vi 4 ) gtudent | ame smount of maney  csing ferent points but, the mumber  £1100y X040 Toact Amed
: shaw owners, ous : S : _ .
years now. But their numbers  ghahjahan Miaph or Mnysm[a. Stuart Rutherford said that From Page 1 Col 8 dl:tr“.."g the: cotaing Rnancial l .l:’rul Fhr:arr;::huryt [}thpu'g roules was higher than the n{ lﬁﬁ“rl;:.hf.m;m
have increased the last three  pNow thi has ten mem.  lottery samities were common ‘ e AMEET. O HC 1SRN, IAYS 2 previous day. ol orkers Party, Suranjit
Jeais. ;w P:]%lmuplli}l?lt E?{}' ' m S thewaild. Aeadenics Maniruzzaman Miah in the Referring to the quality of inittative. First he raised a | Our stall mrmpﬁn:l:nt Sengupta of the Ganotantri
Last Tuesday evening du;rﬁ wAnd :hT;'s have lhfi:vl;? know them as "ROSCAs’. In chair food in the cafeteria, the llome  supplementary question on | o Chittagong sald that the Party, Shajahan Siraj of the

Mostala another rickshaw-
puller took part in a lottery. He
lest, bul he wasn't very disap-
pointed at his [ailure.

Mostafa had his morning ofl

tery every 15 days, when the
winner walks ofl with Tk.
1,500. They mainly invest in
small mechanic shops for rick-
shaws or for the maintenance

India, where they are very
popular, and encouraged by
the government, they are often
called ‘chit funds’. "The 'sur-
prise is that they took so long

The Syndicate decision fol

| lowed the recommendation by

the Academic Council and the
Disciplinary Board of the uni-
versity.

Minister informed the House
that he had already negotiated
wilth Hotel Sanargaon, Shera-
ton and Purbani for the same
and Purbani had agrecd 1o

'bansh’ (bamboo). Second was
his interpretation of the word
Alhajj.

As the presiding Depuly
Speaker called Niamat Ullah

| road communication resumed

in Chitlagong and started op-
crating in most of the inter-

- district routes linking the port

city.

JSD, Shamsuddoha of the CPB,
and Monirul Hoque Chowdhury
of Jatiya Party spoke on the
occasion.

Tofael Ahmed said that the

" Teachers of Dhaka Univer- | supply food at a lower rale Sabu of the Treasury Bench he | } ruling party had lost its moral
for the day, and plenty of time  r (heir own. lo get to Dhaka', says sity have been on strike since | Then he added if we want used the prefix ‘Alhajj.’ A | [t::porlsr from th!im ﬂlﬂd right to rule the:country. In
to tell The Daily Star about his Rutherford. < _ _ : Rajshahi said that a ‘eompicic
otte ity Samity number two of this 18 Gatnte: out that ROSCAS June 6 demanding arrest and | good food we will have to pay shaven headed Sabu, just back foes e chacranl ia e . Y pport of his remark Toflael

Thriy "E_'f nineteen mem- arca has 20 members, who ahouLHPobe taken seriously as | Punishment of the student, mare:: Hut il we:want cieaper: from Haj); protesteq and:sakl :ltm on Wednesday. obscrved that the road

bers, all of them rickshaw-
pullers who leave their rick-
shaws overnight in the same
'‘part’ in Mirpur. Every evening
after work each of them fakes
26 waka out of his day's earn-
ings and hands it over to his
‘cashier’ — a shopkeeper on
the street corner next to the
park. Every two wecks the
nineteen of them get together
for the khela’. They sit at the
back of the shop chewing pan
until everyone has ar ;
Then the cashier reveals the
‘take’ for the fortnight — six
thousand, six hundred and fifty
taka. That's what 25 taka a day
from 19 men- for 14 days
comes lo.

In the first khela, nineteen

daily deposit Tk. 15 . Aficr the
khela every 15 days, the win-
ner gets a pack ol Tk. 3,000.

Samity or samity number
three in this area, with 10
members, includes both rick-
shaw owners and pullers.
They save Tk.20 per day and
have their lottery every filteen
days. So the lucky one spends
his Tk. 3,000 cither to main-
tain or buying another rick-
shaw.

For more news The Daily
Star turned to two pcople who
have made a study ol these
samities: Md Maniruzzaman, an
economist at Danida [oflicial
Danish aid), and Stuart
Rutherford, the Advisor to the
British NGO, ActionAid.

development tools.

In some ways they repre-
sent an improvement on the
savings and loan schemes run
for the poor by institutions like
the Grameen Bank and the
non-government o tions
(NGOs). They aren't at all de-
pendent on foreign aid, their
administration costs are vir-
tually zero, they are very flexi-
ble and they are controlled by
their users.

Although in the carly days
some Dhaka ROSCAs collapscd
after cheating by Members or
by the 'cashiers’ those prob-
lems have been solved now and
almost all run very smoothly
with no corruption and no
leaking’ of funds to outsiders.

Now, afler the disciplinary
action against the culprit, the
striking teachers may call
their strike ofl today and re-
sume teaching from Saturday,
a DUTA leader said.

The Dhaka University
Teachers Association will hold
a mecting today to take the
decision, said Prof Shahadat
Ali, Vice President of DUTA.

food we will have to go for
[talian
food.'

Reference to the Italian an-
gered some of the Treasury
Benchers and they rose in
protest. The Home Minister in
a quick clarification added that
by this | wanted to mean ordi-
nary caterers.’

Complaints about food and

(meaning roadside)

"l am only a Haji.’

This prompted Prof
Chowdhury to add with refer-
ence to Sher-e-Bangla that If
somcone performs Hajj at his

‘own cost he could be ecalled

Haji but if it was at the cost of
the government then he
should be called Alhajj." The
members enjoyed Lthe com-
ment and joined the laughter.

Demands met, |
Ol tells JS

Communication Minister

‘ By Staff Correspondent
|

' Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed Wednes-

day called upon the striking
workers of the road transporl
sector to put ofl their pro-
gramme for the greater intcer-
cst of the country.

In a statement in parlia-
ment Wedncsday evening, the
minister hoped that those on
strike would soon withdraw

their programme to alleviate
the sulferings of the common

people.
The statement of the minis-

communications ol the country
had been jeopardised by Lhe
transport strike, law and order
ol the country had reached its
worst condition, Parliament
had beeome ineflective and the
Press Club area, considcred a
neutral one, atlacked.

New voters list

From Page |1 Col 4

cers, 3,332 supervisors and
13,159 enumerators, said a
press release in Dhaka.

According Lo the schedule
announced earlier, the enu-
merators began visiting houses
to colleet written information
on cligible voters.

The supervisors will verily
the collected information [rom

June 27. -
names go into the hat, and the Maniruzzaman confirmed ROSCAs are also found in e h A : .
lucky winner walks off with all that lottery samities have |[ndonesia, India, China, | c:ru:{i?;ynfwi\:eenalr?lfc Dgygut:ﬁ OppOS]tl{)n MPS
6,650 taka. Two weeks later, sprung up all over town in the  Victnam, West Africa , Nepal :

at the second khela, the names
of the unlucky eighteen go into
the hat, and a second winner
emerges. And so it goes on, al
fortnightly intervals, until all
nineteen have won.

Last Tuesday was the sixth
khela, and Mostafa has yet to

last seven to eight years. No
one is sure from where the
idea came, as each neighbour-
hood tends to claim that its
own local hero was the origina-
tor.

The samities are used
mainly by rickshawpullers, but

and many other countries in
various forms.

"In- other parts of the
world,” says Rutherford,
"ROSCAs are uscd by profes-
sionals and oflice workers, of-
ten to save up for things like

read transport workers passed
its third consecutive day ycs-
terday.

Col Oli said that three-

. round talks between the gov-

crnment and the leaders ol the
striking transport workers had
successfully resolved all the
demands of the 11-point char-

From Page | Col 7
opposilion parties and groups
in parliament Wednesday ex-
tended allout support to the
June 30 "march to parlia-
ment”, announced by Nirmul
Commilttee leader Jahanara
Imam after the dawn-to-dusk

win. But as he points out, at there are some samities for TV scts, or refrigerators.” et of the transport workers. countrywide hartal on June
each successive khela his women nts workers, and Will Dhaka's educated | [N SE—— . SEE . B He spelt out, one by onc, 21

chances of winning increase. for other occupational groups. classes be quick to learn this | [EEE—_—. b bt he amsndmeny. T the “We will extend allotut co-
Next week they’ll be only I:hlr- Maniruzzaman said, the av-  lesson of saving from the rick- 1969 Industrial Relations Or- operation for making the
teen of them in the draw. ‘But  crage samity has between ten  shawpullers? dinance would be introduced “march” a success. We also call

~ HSC exams

From Page 1 Col 8

'Jeddah, Q@atar, Rome and
Kuwait.

Officials said authorities
have taken up strict medsures
to hold the examination in a

ful atmosphere.

BNP MPs angry

From Page | Col 5

Meanwhile, the policc ac-
tion against the ‘Jqumnlists has
angered many of the BNP lead-
ers including a good number of
MPs, according to sources.
Some of them have termed it a

PM : JS boycott
From Page 1 Col 7
from the curse of poverty and
underdevelopment.
Begum Zia said top priority

had been given to the educa-
non secltor. She stresscd the

need for local supervision for

Journalists brought out a procession in the city yesterday demanding removal of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Commissioner for Sunday police action on newsmen at National Press

Club.
A

—Star photo

" JCD leader murdered

Tinbigha

i1 the llouse in [ive weeks
alter scruliny. -

The demands of the trans-
port labourers that politicisa-
tion of the trade unions and
the road transport terminals
be stopped— had also been
taken care of, he said.

The minister said that ter-
minals would be constructed

upon the people from all walks
of life to join the march”, said
a resolution of the combined
opposition meeting held al the
Sangsad Bhaban conference
room of the Leader of the Op-
position.

Chaired by Deputy Opposi-
tion Leader Abdus Samad Azad,
the meeting was attended by
Tolael Ahmed and Mohammad

; due
Vi teams have been : . Fiom Page | .Col'd i at all the districts in
formed in district and upazila move 'to tarnish Itht image of maki“tgd‘i:;uiﬁmﬁ':l’ngmt”a From Page | Col 7 at Tejgaon where Shakil's g course and terminal authori- Naﬂ?dujh ﬁ:‘;ﬂmid Lﬁﬂg:‘ﬂrl
levels to check adoption of the government’ and some success. She nlaopt:nled for cn- | he added. teachers, inmates, relatives | Bangladesh enabling her to | tics would be formed soon. Maudu med an aniru

unfairmeans and to maintain
lJaw and order in the examina-
tion centres.

Imprisonment or other
punishment have been pre-
scribed for oflences like
presence of outsiders in the
examinalion centres, laxity
while conducting examination
and helping the candidates
adopt unfairmeans. '

Vigilance teams have been
empowcred to visit any ccn-
tres without giving any prior
information and a centre can
be cancelled by them for neg-
ligence to duty by the invigila-
tors or faflure to check p-
tion of unfairmeans.

BDR man
stabbed
to death

By Staff Correspondent

Saleh Ahmed, a retired
Bangladesh Rifle (BDR) per-
sonnel was stabbed to death at
Kawran Bazar area in the city
Tuesday night.

The victim resided at a
mess al Kawran Bazar. He was

have blamed the Home Minis-
ter.

Sources [urther said, while
the government was agrecable
to dropping charges against
the sponsors of Gana Adalat,
the Awami League [AL) has

the issue of passage of
the Indemnity (Repeal) Bill to
the negotiations.

The AL wants a definite
commitment on the issue but
the government negotiators
feel that the Bill should first be
settled in the Committec
meeting.

Sources claimed that the is-
sue of the Bill had been raised
afresh to ‘'make the situation
more complicated.” They said,
it was the AL that always asked
to defer the Bill in the com-
mittee meetings.

A section of BNP leaders,
according to sources, felt that
the party had been caught ofl-
guard by the alllance of AL and

Jatiya Party (JP) in boycotting
the session of Parliament.

One of the negotiators told
this correspondent that they
had been able to establish
‘meaningful contacts' with the

suring the education of the
girls for bringing about socio-
economic uplift in the eountry.

She said when the country
was set on the path of devel-
opment by the present gov-
ernment through its uplift el-
forts a few political parties and
groups were out lo hinder the
process on unneccssary pre-
text,

Earlier on arrival, she re-
leased flow of water in the Kuli
Zia canal by removing earth.
People, both men and women,
gathered at the spot to wilness
the eceremony. The Prime
Minister also released fish (ry
in the canal and saw the
saplings planted on the sides
of the canal.

More than 1,000 farming
families would get frrigation
facilities from the canal. The
canal which is aboul four kilo-
metres long, will help in pro-
ducing an additional amount of
500 metric tons of {oodgrains
and 15 metric tons of fish in
the areas.

Prime Minister
also laid the loundatien stonc
of the Shaheed Freedom Figh-
ters’ Memorial Complex al
Kollapathar.

The Memorial Complex will

While police searched the
room they recovered two uscd
rifle cartridges from the floor.

The Hostel Super said, he
rushed to the spot at around 7
am immediately after being
informed of the incident.

The hostel super also said
that Shakil was a non-resident
student of the institute and
Shakil was murdered in the
room which was allotted
against three other students
of the institute. But the hostel
super could not confirm the
names of those students im-
mediately. _

However the college author-
ities and the Hostel Super
could not confirm if there was
any other person with the vic-
tim in the room on that very
night.

Our DMCH correspondent
reports: The body of Shakil was
brought to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH]) mor-
gue Wednesday morning and
later autopsy was done at the
Forensic Department of the
Medical College at around
noon.

One of the doctors who ex-
amined the body said that
Shakil died of bullet injuries
on the head. But the doctors

and hundreds ol others paid
their last visit.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia came: toe the insti-
tute at around 3:15 pm and
stayed there Jor sometime.

She assured them that the

_miscreants would be taken to

task. Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, Dhaka City
Mayor Mirza Abbas, DUCSU
VP Amanullah Aman MP,
Chhatra Dal President and
General Secretary Rizvi Ahmed
and Elias. All were present on
the occasion.

Of the others, VP and GS of
Dhaka University Central Stud-
ents' Union (DUCSU), Aman-
ullah Aman MP and Khairul
Kabir Khokon were also pres-
ent in the institute during the
Prime Minister's visil. '

The leaders of Bangladesh
Polytechnic Shikkhak Samily
in a statement expressed their
profound shock at the death
of Shakil Mahmud. The teach-
ers demanded proper investi-
gation into the murder and
punishment to the killers.

The body of Shakil was sent
to his village Dhitpur under
Dohar upazila yesterday alfter-
noon for burial.

have access to Dahagram and
An ta enclaves.

%anapl; is to transfer the land
strip to Bangladesh after 18
years 45 days of signing of the
Land Boundary Demarcation
Agreement between the two
countrics on May 16, 1974,

The Indira-Mujib accord
spelt out that "India will retain:
the southern half of south
Lerubar Union No. 12 and the
adjacent c¢nclaves

Ctg : flash floods

From Page | Col 8

downpour caused partial dislo-
cation in ship movemenls in
the port areca, officials said.
The rainwaters remained stag-
nant in most of the areas duc
to a faulty drainage sysiem
while a large number of drains

silted up, sources said.

According to Chittagong
Met office, a total of 241 mil-
limeters (mm) rainfall has
been recorded over the past
30 hours upto 12 noon loday.

Rainfall forced many people
to stay indoors. Supply of
essentials to local kutcha
bazars from the [ar-flung areas
was alfected that triggered

ll¢ announced that the trial
of the transport workers in-
volved in a case of killing by
road accident would be con-
ducled under 304 (b) instead
of section 302 of the

I Bangladesh Penal Code.

Haq Chowdhury of Jatiya
Party, Shamsuddoha of CPB,
Suranijit Sengupta of Ganatantri
Party, Rashed Khan Menon of
Workers' Party, Shahjahan
Siraj of JSD and Profl Abdul
Halfiz of NAP.
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“ATTENTION

Subscription  of
CHEMICALS

devidend.

In view of Hartals, Closing date of '
Shares of |
LIMITED is extended|
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' The Subscription is with 10% interim |
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