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UN unable to confirm
chemical weapons
use in Mozambique

UNITED NATIONS, Junc
24: One day alter negotiators
announced agreement on a
worldwide ban of chemical
weapons, Sccretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghall said
Tuesday that UN investigators
were unable to confirm -
tions that rebels had used
chemical weapons against gov-
ernment forces in Mozam-
s

uwe's government

had ch.l.rgt‘: that right-wing

rebels of the Mozabigque Na-

tional Resistance, known by its

Portuguese acronym Renamo,

fired a chemical weapon at

400 government Lroops

on January 16 in the Ngunguc

region of , close o
the South African border.

The government soldicrs
suffered extreme heat, thirst,
sore throats, chest pains and
in some cases death, the UN
investigators reported.

But after visiting the area in
March, interviewing wilnesscs
and taking samples, the UN
team said it could not confirm
use of a chemical agent. The
tceam said too much time may
have passed to detect traces of
an agent. It said some P-
toms were consistent with ex-
posure (o an atropine-like
chemical warfare agent but

that severe heat stress could
also have been responsible.

The southeast African na-
tion has been at war since
1977, two years alter it gained
independence from Portugal,
with the leftist government's
troops pitted against the Ren-
amoe rebels. More than
600,000 people have died in
the fighting, and about | mil-
lion have been displaced.

In Geneva, sources al Lhe
39-natton Confercnee on Dis-
armament said Monday Lhat for
the first time in 24 years ol
talks, negotialors had come up
with a draft agreement ban-
ning chemical weapons. Adoll
Ritter von Wagner, chairman ol
the negotiations, said Tuesday
the treaty should be ready for
signing by December.

The United States and
Russia have shown rencwed in-
terest in the agreement be-
cause of increasing reports
that chemical weapons are be-
ing manufactured or used. The
Mozambique incident in Jan-
uary, although still not con-
firmed, is onc example. lraq
used chemical weapons in s
cight-year war with Iran, and
must destroy ils stockpiles
undecr the UN Sceurity Council
cease-fire resolution cnding
the Gulf war.
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International
‘Attack on Sarajevo barbaric’

Baker for tougher US

action against Serbia

WASHINGTON, June 24
Sccrelary of State James Baker
called Tuesday lor tougher US
mcasures® against Serbla, in-
cluding the refusal to accept a
Belgrade ambassador in Wash-
ington, reports AFP.

Baker told the Senate For-
eign Relations Commitiee he
was recommending the mea-
sures (o President George
because of the
"humanitarian nightmare” and
"barbarous” attacks by Serbian
forces on the Bosnian capital,
Sarajevo.

"It is hard to believe really
in this day and age that armed
forces will fire artillery and
mortars indiscriminately into
the heart of the city, flushing
defenseless men, women and

‘children out into the streets

and then shooting them,”
Baker said of the Sarajevo at-
tacks.

"It s an absolute oulrage, il
is barbaric, and it is inhuman,”
he added.

Bosnia and Croatia refter-
ated appeals Tuesday for in-
ternational military interven-

tion to stop the bloodshed,
afler six ctvillans were killed
and 80 wounded in a mortar
attack on downtown Sarajcvo
Monday .

Baker said he would be rec-
ommending o President Ge-
orge Bush “that the United
States no longer accepl repre-
sentation from Belgrade at the
ambassadorial level.”

He also sald the last
remaining Yugoslav consulate
in the country in Chicago,
Illinois, should be closed
immediately. Two othe)
Yugoslav consulates, in New
York and San Francisco, have
alrcady been closed.

He also called for Washing-
ton to broaden its push for
suspension of Serbia and
Montenegro's participation in
internatlional organizations,
saying Lhey should be equired
to apply for membership in the
world bodies and for diplo-
malic represcntations in the
United States.

Serbia and Montenegro, all
that remains ol the Yugoslav
federation, occupy the seat of

the former Yu
United Nations and other in-
lernational bodies.

The new sanctions would
"make clear our outrage and to
further demonstrate convic-
tion that the governments of
Serbia and Montenegro cannot
be member s of the civilised
community of nations,” Baker
saud] .

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said Baker's
suggestions were under dis-
Cussion.

"We are taking an increas-
ingly concerned and hard line
on that matter,” Fitzwater said.

Washington recalled its am-
bassador in Belgrade, Warren
Zimmerman for consultation in

late May.
Serbia's ambassador to
Washington, Djevad Mje-

zonovic, has cancer and s ex-
pected to leave the United
States at the end of June, a Yu-
goslav source said.

US and Yugoslav military
attaches have been recalled,
with the exception of the US
air force attache who was lefl

goslavia at the to help with eventual air res-

cuc o in Sarajcve.
Daker said Washington had
not ruled out “participation in
some multilatéral action”™ in
Yu but that current
talks were concerned solely
with how to get reliel supplics
to starving and homeless peo-

ple.

The United States began
pressuring the Serbian gov-
ernment of President Slobodan
Milosevic several weeks ago by
suspending the Yugoslav airlinc
Jat's US landing rights.

Washington then ']nincd
mounting international con-
demnation, supporting UN
sanctions against Serbia and
Montenegro which include a
strict trade embargo and a
freeze on Yugoslav asscls
abroad.

Mcanwhile the Serb army
has refused to withdraw [rom
the Croatian territory it is cur-
rently occupying and which
will not be put under United
Nation's protection, the Croat-
fan Vice Prime Minister said

Tuesday.

Bosnia, Croatia seeks
int'l military action

BELGRADE, June 24: Bosnia
and Croatia again pleadcd
Tuesday for international mili-
tary intervention to stop the
continuing bloodshed in their
rcpublics, while the European
Community said talks to try
and end the civil war would
resume loday, reports AFP.

The EC sponsored talks
would be attended by Serbian
’resident Slobodan Milosevic
and Croatian Leader Franjo
Tudjman, a spokesman for EC
ncgoliator Lord Carrington
siud.

Although President Alija
lzctbegovic ol DBosnia-
| lerzegovina had accepted the
invitation to the talks, "given
the situation in Sarajevo,
maybe (he)] won't come in per-
sen and: will send a rcpresen-

tative,” the spokesman added.

l3osnian Foreign Minister
Ilaris Silajdzic, in an appeal to
UN Security Council Monday
night, said, "Bosnia-
Herzegovina has been trans-
formed into a concentration
camp.”

“Shells, missiles and chem-
ical weapons (are) used against
the civillan population while
famine s claiming lives be-
causc of the blockade on
towns,” he said.

Ilis appeal urged "the use of
militmry force lo end Serbia’'s
aggression against DBosnia-
Herzegovina,” according to the
Bosnian necws agency BH,
which said the same messagc
was wentl to the conference on
securily and cooperation in
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Torture persists in Greece: Al :

Torture and tll-treatment of prisoners persists in Greece and
the perpetrators are not punished, Amnesly International
said in a report released Tucsday, reports AP from London.

The Greek government said it had nothing to hide, but
that any outside investigation of the allegations would be "a
grave insult” to the nation and its people.

“In 1991 alone Amnesty International reccived information
on some 45 cases in which Greck police and prison guards
had allegedly tortured or {ll-trcated individuals or groups of
people in their custody,” the international human'rights or-

ganization said.

While not every case had been authenticated, the report
said medical reports confirmed some accounts ol lorture.

“The consistency and [requency of the allegations indicalte
that the scope of the problem goes beyond a few isolated in-

cidents,” the report said.

Iranian envoy in Baghdad : .

Irantan envoy [lew to Baghdad on Tuc

ay for talks on

resuming the exchange of prisoners from the 1980-88 Gull
War, the official Islamic Republic News Agency reported, says

AP from Nicosia.

IRNA., monitored in Cyprus, said Ali Khorram of the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry will spend two days in DBaghdad
"probing into the cases of the remaining [ranfan and lraqi

prisoners of war.”
It gave no details.

Both Iraq and Iran are believed to still hold scveral thou-

sand POWs.
They
Saddam Hussein, bogged

started exchanging prisoners in Augu
down in his invasion of Kuwait, gave

st 1990, aller

in to Tehran's ceasc-fire demands to secure his eastern flank
while he faced the US-led coalition in the Gull.

But the exchange collapsed with each side accusing the
other of not handing over all the prisoners they held.

Thousands of lraqi

prisoncrs, mostly Shi'itc Muslims like

the majority of Iranians, defected during the conflict that
ended with a UN-sponsored ccase-fire in August 1988.

Fahd to help Syrian pilgrims : «.
Fahd came to the I"EEUE of 9,000 Sylz-:i’an uslim I:HI.ggrm'mi:E

stranded at the airport Tuesday, reportedly

because they

were the victims of a ticket fraud, reports AP [rom Jeddabh.
The official Saudi Press Agency quoted the Minister ol Jajj
and Religious Endowments, Addel-Wahab Abdcl-Wasei, as say-

ing the monarch will pay all their ex

penses until they arc

flown home following their pflgrimage, or hajj, to Islam’s

holiest shrines.

He ordered that accommodation and all their necds be
covercd until emergency flights can be arranged for them.

Abdel-Wasei did not say why the Syrians were stranded,
but diplomatic sources cited ticket fraud.

Some 17,000 Syrians were among the estimated 2 million
Muslims from around the world who made the annual pil-
grimage to Mecca and Medina this year. [{alf were Saudis.

The other 8,000 Syrians flew home without a hitch, the

sources reported.

The stranded Syrians will be airlifted to Damascus in five
flights a day at the King's expense, the sources said.

Iratilﬂdasks for UN council meet :

on Tuesday for an urgent Security Council muﬂ'::g

| ra

to 3:3] with the alleged fire-bombing of Iraqi crops by Uni
States and British planes, Iragi's UN Charge d' Affaires, Samir
Al-Nima said, reports Reuter [rom UN.

The request was contained in letter from Iraq

's Foreign

Minister which Al-Nima handed to Council President Paul

Noterdaeme of Belgium.

Al-Nima said Iraq asked the council to take steps lo pre-
venl further such alleged attacks and to demand payment of

compe nsation.

lle said the letter referred to 22 crop-burning incidents in
northern Iraq between May 27 and June 13.
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17 torture cells found in Karachi '

MQM

KARACIII, Junc 24: Security
forces Tucesday arrested the
lcader of a powerlul ethnic
body on charges of involve-
ment in cases of murder, kid-
napping and torture as he
tried to flec Pakistan, ollicials
said here Tuesday, reports
AFP.

The army brought Salim
Shehzad, Senior Vice-Presi-
dent of the Mohajir Qaumi
Movement (MQM) and a mem-
ber of Pakistan's Natlonal
Asscmbly, here [rom Baluchis-
tan capital Quetia, where he
wils Lrying to eross the berder

MQM offices Friday, they said.
Altal Hussain, founding fa
ther of the organization, which
claims to represent Urdu-
specaking sctilers from India in
Pakistan's southern Sindh
province, has also been named
in one of three cases ol mur-
der. kidnapping and terrorism
along wilh parly sccretary
general Imran Farooq.
Provincial Minister Saldar
Baori was also tmplicated, but
Shehzad is the only parly
leader to have beoen arrested.
Troops moved in Friday

' .after the violence between the
rival MM groups Friday left

leader arrested
on criminal charges

nine dead a ozens injured.

Mcanwhile, Pakistan Army
Chicl Asil Nawaz has confirmud
that MQM torture cells were
operating in the city and
people were being harassed by
armed party cadres, involved
in extortion ol money.

His statement came alter
army discovered 17 lorture
cells in the city allegedly used
by MQM for torturing oppo-
ncnts and dissidents.

MQOM is a dominant political
[orce in major urban ccnltres.
It is also a partner in the rul-
ing coalition in Islamabad and

4 Sindh.

| Australia unveils

plan to help
Aborigines

CANBERRA, June 24: The
government on Wednesday un-
velled a five-year, 250-million-
dollar programme to help
Aborigines escape the poverly
in which many are trapped,
rcports AP.

The plan the governmegnt's
response to a study of the
deaths of 99 Aborigines in po-
lice custody in 1980-89 — is
the second part of an overall
400-million-dollar (dirs 300
million) plan for Aboriginal ad-
vancement.

It concluded thal Abori-
gincs face entrenched racism
in their dealings with police
and the broader Australian
community. It found that
Aborigincs do not die at a
grecater rale in custody than
Australia’'s majority European
population.

Indonesia to b

JAKARTA, June 24: Bucking
a global trend away from com-
mercial nuclecar  cncrgy,
Ipdonesia plans to build new
reactors on Java, an island
known for earthquakcs and
volcanoes, reports AP.

Officials say nuclear power
is nceded to sustain economic
development in the world’s
fourth most populous country.
They insist there will be no
safely or environmental prob-
lems.,

Critics say Indonesia
a disaster on the scale

risks
of

Chernobyl, and that other
sources of energy can [ill the
nation’'s needs.

More than  hall ol
Indonesia's 180 million pcople
live on the island of Java.
Officials say Lhe cnergy prob-
lem i{s not that Indonesia lacks
resources, bul that they are lar
from Java — much of the coal,
oil and natural gas are hun-
dreds of miles (kilomcters)
away in the northern part of
the island of Sumatra.

In 1987, the government
announced it was postponing

uild N-p;wer plants -

studies on a nuclecar power
plant to focus on developing
olther energy sources.

But President Suharto rc-
versed this policy two years
later, citing dwindling oil re-
serves and power shortages on
Java

In Jakarta, the capital,
there are frequent brown-ouls
which last for hours, and the
government worrics about the
effect on foreign investmendt.
Forcign embassics have becn

told they can get no preleren-
tial treatment.

Indonesia, an archipelago ol
13,677 islands, stretches
across part of the Pacific 'rim
of fire" and contains several
geological fault lines associated
wilh volcanoes and earth-
quakes. Java, an island the size
of Portugal, has 28 active vol-
CANOES.

The proposed site ol the
first plant is near Mount
Muria, a dormant volcano ig
Central Java, 286 miles (460
kilometers) cast of Jakarla.
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CHAUFFOUR, FRANCE: Tractors block a motorway behind a line of blazing tyres:on

Tuesday. Farmers protesting against EC agricultural policy are blocking

around the capital.

main roads
— AFP/UNB photo

L

Mafia boss gets
life-term
for murder

NEW YORK, June 24 : Mafia
boss John Gotti, head of
America’'s most powerful crime
family, was sentenced on
Tuesday to life in prison for

murder and racketecering,
triggering a near-riot as 1,000
supporters to storm the

courthouse, reports Reuter.

Gotti, 51, was sentenced in
a 13-minute hearing where hc
refused to speak, outside the
marble building, supporters
yelled "free John Gotti,” over-
turned one car and smashed
the windows of five others in a
melee in which eight police-
men were injured and seven
demonstrators arrested,

When the crowd tried to
storm the Brooklyn court-
house, officials locked the
doors.
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Off the Record

Rushdie makes a

surprise appearance

COPENHAGEN: British
author Salman Rushdiec, still
under threat of death from
Islamic fundamentalists over
his novel “The Satanic
Verses,” appeared al a
Danish writers' gathering
here Tuesday, reports AFP

The Indian-born writer,
making a surprise
appearance at a meeting of
some 50 wrilters al a
Copenhagen Muscum, re

portedly to meet the German novelist Guniher Grass, called
on western governments (o play a more active role in sup-

porting him.
Al a

press conference held abroad a boat moored in the
Ocresund strait, Rushdie said he intended 10 »

oul more

freely now that the last two western hostages held in Lebanon

had been released.

The continuing captivity of the German aid workers Hein-

.rich
last Wed
he said.

and Thomas Kemptner — who were released
— had meant that he could not speak freely,

How Rushdie said, he hoped to rally support ‘as widely as
possible among western governments to condemn the lranian
government, not only for the death decree issued against him
but for everyone threatened by state terrorism.

The Indian-born British writer arrived under close guard
in Denmark on Monday, the local branch of the International
Pen Club, which invited him, said.

"Dangerous’ money

LONDON Michael

Jackson said Tuesday that
art of the proceeds from
is current concert tour will

go to a new charity for
children, AP reports.

"Our children are the
most beautiful, most sweel,
most treasured of our
creation and yet every
minute at least 28 children
die,” Jackson, 33, told a
news conference at London's
Heathrow Airport.

He said some of Lhe
moncy carmmed by his 18-

month "Dangerous” tour would benefit the llcal the World

Foundation.
Jackson

‘togotochwity

with a huge symbolic check for dollar 1

million from the tour's sponsor Pepsi-Cola.
Pepsi said the check symbolized what it hoped lo raise by
sponsoring fund-raising events connected with the Jackson

towur,
: The
Pe

charity’s executive director Kendall Lockhart said the
psi contribution, plus several milllon dollars donated by

Jackson would help launch the charity.

Lockhart also announced the establishment of the Michael
Jackson International Children's Prize, which will award dol-
lar 65,000 apiece annually to six individuals, or groups — onc
[rom each continent — who have done the most at the grass-

roots level to help children.

Jackson left the news conference, held in an airplane
hangac. in. dramatic (ashion ~~.4 wall slid away. o sevenl an,
airplane, he climbed in, saluied the crowd and flew off to
Munich where the European leg of his world -laur begins on

Saturday.

Victory for a transsexual

TRENTON : A Continental Airlines pilot fired for having a
sex-change operation will be reinstated under a scttiement
ending a job discrimination lawsuit, a newspaper has re-

ported, rcports AP.

The settlement reinstates Jessica R. Stearns — a decorated
Air Force pilot in the Vietnam War — to the first officer job
she held as a man prior o the surgery two years ago, the
Times of Trenton reported Tuesday. It quoted a Continental

source it didn't identify.

Stearns, 51, of Princeton Township, rcached the settle-
ment Monday with Houston-based Continental, which is in

the midst of bankruptcy proceedings

. US District Court Judge

Garrett E. Brown in Trenton signed the settlement Tucsday,
said his courtroom deputy, JoAnn Mattis. The deal's terms

were secrel.

| Palestinians welcome

Rabin's victory

RAMALLAH, Occupicd Wesl
Bank, June 24: Palestinians on
Wednesday welcomed the
Labour party's upset victory
over herd-line Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir as a boost to
the Middle East peace pro-

 cess, reports AP,

The Palestine Liberation
Organization hailed Shamir's
deleat and called for [srael to
hold direct talks with the PLO,
It vowed, however, to continuc
pushing unrest in the occupied
territories.

Throughout the. occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip,
Palestinians waltched Israel
Television into the wee hours
to hear election results.

"It sure s a dramatie

| change in the mentality of the

Israelis. | hope this victory
means the [sraelis are now se-
rious aboul peace,” said Yacoub
Fares, a 35-year-old Ramallah
blacksmith.

Zuhair Awad, a 32-year-old
factory worker from the Ka-
landia refugee camp near Ra-
mallah, was also hopeful.

"Things will be much dil-

' ferent and easfer with Labour,”

he predicted. "It is clear they
are ready to make some com-
promises for the sake of peace
and their own people. I hope

Labour will stick to its
promises.” '
Labour leader Yitzhak Rabin,

who commanded the army that
seized the West Bank and Gaza
Strip 25 years ago, has said he
would negotiate Palestinian au-
tonomy.

Balts want former Red

PAPLAKA HELICOPTER
BASE, Latvia, Junec 24: The
three Baltic nations want the
former Red Army to leave their
soil, but many of the soldiers
are not willing to go home and
even risk defying their superi-
ors, reports AP.

"Military chiefs in Moscow
told us to leave Paplaka,” said
Col Nikolai Shlovski, who
commands the base at Paplaka,
200 kms (125 miles) west of
Riga, the Latvian capital.

"But we're not going any-
where until we have at least
400 apartments (at home) for
officers and their families ‘sta-
tioned here,” Shilovski said,
gesturing toward a group of 15
helicopters and their pilots.

Since winning indepen-
dence after the failed Soviet
coup last August, Latvia, Esto-
nia and Lithunia have de-
manded repeatedly that all

personnel of the former Sovict
military be withdrawn. More
than 100,000 soldicrs arc sta-
tioned in the DBaltics.

In May, Latvian oflicials said
all troops must leave Riga in
five months and all of Lativia by
September 1993.

Russia, which has taken
command of the forces in the
Baltics, has said it will kecp
some soldiers in Latvia until
1999, The Russian military
says it does not have enough
housing for all the soldiers re-
turning from eastern Europe.

"We cannot lolerate such a
position,” is the Latvian re-
sponse, as expressed by Ge-
orgs Stiprais of the Defense
Ministry. "Foreign troops must
leave next year at the latest.”

During 50 years of occupa-
tion, Soviet forces had more
than 600 posts and bascs In

Latvia, including facilities for

more than 330 warships,
Stiprais said. They often took
the, best property and farm-
land.
In 1953, soldiers emptied a
21,000-hectare (52,000-acre)
area in Zvarde, near Paplaka,
that included 500 houses, two
churches and five cemeteries.
The Kremlin sent the resi-
dents to detention camps (n
Siberia and turned their home
into a bombing range.

“It was a real hellhole in
there, with tangled metal,
broken gravestones and unex-
ploded bombs,” said Olgerts
Bombrovskis, 67, who visited
the site two years ago.

Russian bombers still use
Zvarde, "We have to practice
somewhere, so we drop bombs
here twice a week,” said Lt Col
Yevgeny Yupin, leaning on a
gate that carried the warning

in Russian: "Stop or we shoot.”
Yupin acknowledged that
civilians had been killed when
lanes missed their targets,
ut added: "What can you do?
It happens.”

The Balts insist that the
Red Army leave property and
arms behind to cover esti-
mated damages of dirs 200
billion done by the military in
the three countries since the
Soviet Union occupled them in
1940.

Russia will hand over some
equipment, “but not for free”
said Maj Viadimir Karelik, sta-
tioned at a radar base near the
port of Liepaja, 30 kms (20
miles) west of Paplaka.

“It's expensive equipment
and the Latvians will have to
pay for it,” he said.

More than 40 warships, in-
cluding eight submarines, are
docked at a naval base in

Army to leave

Licpaja.

“We could leave some ships
behind for the Latvians, such
as the minesweepers,”™ said
Nikolai Ronyanev, a chiel war-
rant officer who has served in
Liepaja for 20 years. "But we
also want access (o service fa-
cilities for Russian ships here
in the future.”

Troops have vacated some
Estonian bases, but it is not
clear whether they left the
country or just moved else-
where in Estonia, said Toomas
Puura, the deputy defense
minister.

"In any case, they are taking
out equipment and are devas-
tating military sites,” Puyra
said. "If these activities don't
stop, we have to intervene.”
Estonian border guards seized
two partly deserted bases in

May.

| Perot faces

questions
about his
character

DALLAS, Texas, June 24 :
US billionaire Ross Perot,
ahead of President George
Bush in many polls m‘;d fur;l;g
growing questions aboul is
character, on Tuesday sched-
uled his first formal news con-
ference since he began his un-
official campaign for president,
reports Reuter.

Perot will answer question
from the press today in
Annapolis, Maryland, after a
rally expected tp draw as many
as 50,000 people.

Perot has said he did not
want to be overexposed to the
media, but a stepped-up series
of attacks by Bush’'s republican

administration and several
tive news stories in the

past few days.



