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End this JS Deadlock

The on-and-oll talks between the ruling party
and the opposition aimed at bringing the latter
back to the session of the Jatiya Sangsad seem to
have reached a deadend. The Awami League (AL)
and its principal partner, the Five-Party Alliance
had been pressing the Government of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) for the accep-
tance of four principal demands since they
walked out of the last session. These demands
relate to the trial of Golam Azam, the withdrawal
of the cases filed against the organisers of the

Gono Adalat Staged against Azam, the Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill and due honour to be shown to the
Leader of the Opposition, Sheikh Hasina.

In initiating these talks, both sides had offered
the hope that by reaching a consensus on these
issues, they would spare the country, not to
mention ll;l; parl;l:iamtnl.lhbuth divisiveness and

, thus uc e need for more street
mattom. prnctggslnns and perhaps even
hartals staged by the opposition. We had wel-
comed these talks in the beliefl that some ac-
commodation worked out by the two sides would
defuse the tension in the country and pave the
way for a lively and substantive discussion on the
national budget during the current session of the
pa{lh?hw . h

n this respect, our hopes so far have been
dashed. While AL sources complain that the lead-
:mhéﬁ of BNP had never been sincere in resolv-
ing the deadlock, Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia had been telling public rallies that AL had
"betrayed” its electorate by staying away {rom the
current budget session, thus making some politi-
cal capital out of the current dtadlgcgk.

For the future of parliamentary democracy in
the country, this is an untenable situation. The
whole gurposc of having a popularly elected

is to have a forum for orderly. construc-
tive and all-party deliberation on all national is-
sues. In the process, agreements would be
reached on some, while on others, the verdict of
the majority would prevail. This is one aspect that
reflects the supremacy of the Jativa Sangsad,
making it different from what is often called the
parliament of the street.

We believe, in view of the urgency of the situa-
tion, especially relating to the discussion on the
nat budget, the two sides should make a re-
newed move to end the deadlock to enable the
opposition to take its rightful place in the parlia-
ment. What if this renewed move, if at all made.
fails to yield a solution? Does it mean that the
present crucial budget session should continue
and eventually end without the participation of
the opposition?

Here, it is the opposition that must review its
options and reassess its strategy. It is perfectly
within its power — and wisdom — to take an uni-
lateral decision by returning to the Sangsad ses-
sion, ma it clear to the country that while it
co the refusal of the ruling party to reach
any accommodation on the four pending issues, it

-ends its boycott for the sake of the millions of
people who want their problems and grievances,
in economic, social and political fields,” discussed
on the floor of the house, during the budget ses-
sion. Will the opposition lose face by making this
W We would answer it with a resounding

No", because, through this move, the opposition
will earn a tremendous respect from a cross sec-
tion of our people. including journalists who
would like the disgraceful incident of last Sunday
to be discussed again in the parliament, espe-

cially when the authorities release the report ol
the Judicial Commitiee set up for this purpose.
On this and other issues, the opposition cannot
abdicate its responsibility or the mandate it en-
joys from the people. :

L o »
Children in Peril

A photograph, transmitted by Agence France
Presse (AFP) and published in several Dhaka
newspapers yesterday, has once again brought to
the limelight a particular danger lac children
of this country. The photograph showed a couple
of Indian policemen carrying some Bangladeshi
children whom they had rescued from a gang of
child-smugglers at New Delhi airport. The smug-

rs had intended to ship the boys to Dubali in
the United Arab Emirates. It is known that these
stolen children are used in camel races, because
their cries apparently make the beasts run faster
(to the delight of the crowd, no doubt). But what
remains u own is their fate alter their useful-
ness for camel races — a favourite spectator sport
in Gulf states — is over.

There is no dearth of horror stories regarding
what happens (o boys sold to Gulf customers by

angs operating in Bangladesh with a chain of
inks through India and Pakistan.

What alarms most people here is the ease ‘with
which the boys are abducted and then smuggled
oul across the border, which is supposedl
aﬁ.'hﬂy-patrnl]ed by the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).

ile we have legitimate reasons to doubt the ef-
ficiency of the BDR in stopping illegal cross-bor-
der trade, the lapse in vigilance when it comes to
human trafflicki is really not comprehensible,
let alone excusable. Another point to ponder is
the role of the border guards on the Indian side,
and the extent of cross-border cooperation be-
tween the two. Judging by the ease with which
these ngs operate across the borders of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, it is highly
doubtful that security measures are anything like
adequate.

e situation naturally calls for a thorough in-
vestigation into the whole affair. But because of
the multi-national character of the criminals' ac-

~tivities, the probe must be a closely-coordinated
one among the three countries of the sub-conti-
nent directly affected by the trade. Since
Bangladesh is the principal source of boys to be
smuggled, the responsibility of our police and
BDR are even greater than those of our neigh-
bours, The government should not only ask, but
musl insist, that Indian and Pakistani internal se-
curity agencies supply all the information and as-
sistance necessary to smash the network of the
child smugglers. Last, but hardly least, our gov-
ernment should tell the Gulf Arab states that un-
" less they crack down on the practice of using
abducted children in "games” in their countries,
then their relations with Bangladesh may well
sufler. We cannot accept our children being used
as slaves for fun and es to satisfy the per-
veried taste of some else, just as we would
not tolerate the practice of slavery of any kind in

this country.
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| the lower rate of

ACK in 1978, population

was declared by the Go-

vernment as the Numbcr
One natfonal problem During
the last sixteen years, succes
sive governments have trans
lated the policy declaration
into a priority programme ol
population control and fami
planning. In November 1978,
when | took over as the
Secrelary lo Ministry of Family
Planning, only 7% of the fertile
couples were practising family
planning and the population
growth rate was 3.2%. In 16
yrars Bangladesh has made
some signiflicant progress by
increasing the contraceptive
prevalence rate (CPR) lrom 7%
to 35% and the tion
growth rate declined from
3.2% to 2.17%. The total fam-
ily size (TFS) has also declined
from 7 t0 4.5.

These achicvements sound
good as compared (o the
neighbouring countries of
Pakistan, Nepal and Myanmar
the Northern Indian
States of Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. llowever, despite
the
large base of population of 75
million in 1971 has now in-
creased to 115 million, an ad-
dition of 40 milllen in 20

~ years. About 2.5 million is be-

Brutal Murders Increase Calls
A

ing added annually.

In spite of the generous
external aid of about $22 bil-
lion that Bangladesh has re-
ceived since 1972, economic
growth remains low, on the
average, 0.4% annually.
Bangladesh continues to re-
main a poor countiry, al the
bottom of most comparative
indices such as the human de-
velopment index, education,
women's status, per capila in-
come. Due to the pressure ol
cxploding population, the cgo-
logical support system is
breaking down and the cnvi-
ronmental protection is giving
way to recurring cyclones,
floods, droughts, tidal waves
and other calamitics. These
arc indications of the desper-
ate struggle of poor pcople
moving to marginal land such
as offshore islands, river
banks, low lying arcas and get-
ting overwheclmed. :

Bangladesh is almost in the
population trap of high popula-
tion growth and low level of
cconomic development (Prof
Mourice King). To come out of
the desperate situation, radi-
cal, bold and strategic inter-
ventions in the family planning

spate of brutal mur
ders, some involving
rape, has led to de-
mands to "bring back the
noose” as New Zealanders

~ worry about their increasingly

violent socicty.

Michael Laws, a member of
the ruling National Party, says
80 per cent of his electlorate
want hanging reintroduced for
murder. New Zealand abol-
ished the death penalty in

- 1961.

The last person to go to the
gallows here was 4 68-year-old
farmer convicted of poisoning
his wife with arscnic. Bul
doubts remain over his guilt
and the hanging is reported (o
have been botched.

Mr Laws says some of his

 fellow members of Parliament

also favour the death penalty.
But Prime Minister Jim Bolger
and Justice Minister Douglas
Graham say the government
will not return to capital pun-
ishment.

Life imprisonment remains
the mandatory penalty for

. murder, wilh murderers serv

ing aboul nine ycars in gaol

- before they are relcased.

In the days when hanging
was Lthe penalty murders were
comparalively rare in New
Zealand. But murder rates have
quadrupled in the three
decades since the death
pcnalty was abolished. -

By mid-April there had
been 22 murders so far this
year in a population of 3.4 mil
lion. Conecerned New Zealan-
ders are asking what has hap-
pened to a society where the
number of killings rosc [rom
16 in 1971 to 50 in 1981 and
79 last ycar.

= P e D —— e — —_— L L

T —— = R
— — e — — E =

Sir, Newspapers in our
country regularly close their
offices during all public holi-
days and we go without ncws-
papers for days at times, spe-
cially during the Eid celebra-
tions, Though we take il for
granled and ncver say a word,
we never like it Is it true that

. no news is ever made during

the holidays or do we losc ap-
petite for news on these days?

et us imagine what would
happen il the hospitals were
closed down during holidays! If
the [ire scrvice, the WASA, Lhe
DESA, the Titas Gas, Radio and
TV — all went to slecp on holi-
days! It must be remembered
that newspapers arc doing an
essential service. Absence of
newspapers is disturbing and
should be regarded as such.
Short of a catastrophe nothing
should stop the newspapers
from seceing the light of the
day. | know many excuses will
be pul forward life, the news-
paper stall members also need
hvlidays. So is the case wilh
the stall of hospitals, fire ser-
vice and all others mentioned

- — -
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THE CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY

Population Control Remains
Top Priority for Bangladesh

Bangladesh faces the challeng
recurrent military and autocratic rule. In this s
resources development are two important factors

by Dr Mohammed A Sattar

economic development and political stability.

e of institutionalising democracy

after fifteen years of
truggle, population control and human
for moving the country towards sustained

programme must be pursued
more vigorously by the present
democratic regime. Some of
the possible strategic interven-
tions are :

Strong political support
must continue in terms of pro-
gramme priority and resource
allocation. By a national con-
sensus family planning pro-
gramme must be kept agov:
political controversy so that
resources are nol wasted un-
necessarily and soctal mobiliza-
tion for the programme
progress unimpedod.

It must be understood that
there is a large bottom up un-
met demand for [amily plan-
ning from the 30% poorest of
the poor for sheer survival of
themselves and and their liv-
ing children. A number of pilot

rojects, such as ICDDR.I}
Matlab/Sirajgonj). GTZ (Mun-
shiganj], BRAC (Manikgani)
and BACE (Panchagram) show
that cven in low level ol socto-
Ceononie dc\rtlupmfnt In
tutal Bangladesh up o 50%,
CI'R can be achieved with good
quality family planning
SCTVICUS.

Arcas ol direct interven
tions which have shown good
resulls must be sustained, such
as, women's educalion and
cmployment, menstrual regu-
lation [MR) on demand, raising
age of marriage and encour-
agemenl ol breastleeding and
natural family planning,

" Strong support for women's
cducation, training, employ-
ment and higher status in so-
cicly must be sustained. With
BBegum Khaleda Zia as the
Prime Minister there should
be more enthusiastic support
for women's development,
cmployments and higher sta
lus.

Raising ages of marriage for

remote

Prime Minister Bolger says
criminal violence is a bigger
problem than the econoniv.

Some callers on radio 1alk-
back shows ar¢ demanding
compulsory castration of sex
criminals. An organisiation
called Mothers Against Scx
Crimes {s calling for the death
penalty "becausc nothing else
is working".

A 1987 government-ap-
pointed committec of inquiry
into violence has  recom-
mended automatic imprison-
ment for violent offending;
removing as a defence the mit-
igating cllects of aleohol: no
parole for at least 10 years lor
life sentences; reducing televi-
sion violence: and closing bhars
between 2 pm oand 4 pm.

The recommendations have
nol been implemenfed
although sentences for erimes
such as rapc have been in-
creased.

Peter Williams, a leading
criminal lawyer who heads the
Howard League for Penal Re-
form, says the solution is to
work on roolt causes in the
communily. He is critical of
the lack of counselling and
psychiatric services for the
mentally il

People should be encour-
aged to report suspicious

"loner type” bchaviour to the
police or social welfare officers
so potentially dangerous peo-
ple ean get counsclling,

Mr

females from present 16 ymn to family planning. This movc

to al least 18-20 years and for
malcs from present 18 1o 21-
23 years has to be considercd
as an imperative.

Al present an estimaled

17% pregnancies end in abor-
tion. Government's support for

menstrual regulation (MR)
must be continued meorc
widely in the rural clinics and
effort should be made to liber-
alize abortion law at least to
the level of the neighbouring
countries of India and Sri

Lanka
An understanding of the
donors and right-to-life groups
is nceded for provision of bet-
ler and casily accessible family
planning services o poor and
rural people so that desperate
decmand for abortion is re.

duced.,
3rcast feeding and tradi-
tonal family planning mcthods
should be encouraged even i
Ihe methods are considercd
relatively unsafe. The rel 5
groups no longer oppose ly
y

planning, although t ma
differ on nwlhudl‘hgﬂnru

should be made as is being
done in Indonesia, to win posi-
tive support ol religious insti-
tutions for family life education
and child spacing.

A strong political will
should be able to induce an
integrated health/family plan-
ning scrvice delivery system to
work efliciently. Constant
bickering and conflicts be-
tween these two departments
wasle most scarce of human
and physical resources.

With donor and government
support NGOs have played an
important role in providing
primary health care and family
planning services and mobiliz-
Ing strong community support

should be encouraged more
vigorously.

Human Resources
Development

NARROWER CONCEPT OF
HRD . The narrower concept
of human resources develop-
ment refers to the HRD for t
population programme itsell.
With generous assistance from
donor agencies such as the
World Bank, USAID, ODA (UK),
eic. Population Programme in
Bangladesh has developed a
scrics of 32 training institutes
for its 40,000 paramedical and
ficld workers under the um-
brella of the National Institute
ol Population Rescarch and
Training (NIPORT). The pro-
gramme has well-trained and
capable clinical and managerial
prolcssionals. Similarly the
NGOs have their own training
facilitics supported by donor
aguncics.

RAROADER CONCEPT OF
HRD : Human development
under a dynamic state of cco-
nomic growth meets the cver
increasing demand for basic
needs of education, health,
training, employment, income
and [reedom of choice.
Adequale income carning op-
portunities and public spend-
ing on human priority needs
are csscntial for human devel-
opment. The UN Human
Development Index (HDI)
1991 shows Bangladesh rank-
ing at 136 (out of 160 coun-
irics) with life expectancy at
52 years, literacy at 32.2%.
The HDI index 0.186 (out of
1.00) for Bangladesh, is just
above Nepal, Bhutan and

Alghanistan.

Derek Round writes from Wellington

Despite concern at the growth of viplence, New Zealand is probably a lot safer than most Western countries. Hut-Mr4aws, the National
And despite public revulsion at recent murders, the chances of the death penalty being brought back are very

Williams says.

Another leading criminal
lawyer, Mike Bungay, who has
defended many murderers,
says : "If you want to have a
non-violent society you've got
to have a caring sociely, and
we're not the sort of caring
society we used to be.”

The current spate of vio-
lence has variously been put
down to unemployment, drugs,
pornography, tclevision vio-
lence, alcohol and a break-
down in social values.

I'rime Minister Bolger says
there is no conncction be-
tween rising unemployiment —
now around 10 por eent — aned
vielenee, although Police Min-
ister John Banks sees a link.

Mental health Foundation
Dircector Dr Barbara Disley be-
lieves unemployment and mas-
sive social change in the last
[ew years including wellare
state restructuring are [actors
in the increase in wviolent
crime, : |

While calls for the reintro
duction of the death penalty
satisfly the public's desire for
revenge when a murder
occurs, Lhey do nothing to ad-
dress underlying causes of vio-
lent offences, Dr Disley says,

But despite concern at the

growth ol violence and the ris-
ing number of homicides, Dr

criminology at

safer and mwore secure than
most other Western countries.

An international crime sur-
vey in 1988 showed there
were 8.4 murders and at-
tempted murders per 100,000
pcople in the United Stales
and 55 per 100,000 in
Canada. In New Zealand the
figure was 3.1 murders and
altempted murders per
100,000 people.

In contrast to this, there
were 5.1 murders and al
tempted murders per 100,000
New Zealanders in 1913,

“The long-term (rends in
this country and elsewhcre
suggest a significant decline in
violence and the public's toler-
ance of it,” Dr Pratt says.

New Zealand first had the
death penalty in 1840 under
the British colonial law and 44
people have been hanged since
then, all but one (a young
Maori warrior executed for
treason in 1869) for murdcr.
Only one of those hanged was a
woinan, a baby murderur,

The couniry's first Labour
Government, clected in 1935,
immediately began commuting
all death sentcneces to prison
terms and abolished hanging
in 1941.

The conservative National

- Party reintroduced the death

above. llow do they keep their
scrvices going during holidays?

It needs a little more atien-
tion to the reasons for which
the newspapcrs exist and a lit-
tle more respect for the public
whom they serve, With some
organisational and administra-
tive adjustments here and
there, most newspapers, f nol
all, should be able to maintain
an unbroken schedule, Lot us

hope they do ft,
Shalyjahan Haftz
DOl IS, Mohakhall, Dhaka

An appeal for peace

Sir, We are always digging
our aberrations of tumuliuous
happenings preceding the
movement which led to the
very inception of independent
and sh. .

Instead of Infusing ncew
awakening and zeal build
the nascent republic into an
. We arc creat-
ing dis and discord to
divide the nation into [rag-
ments and factions reviving
the old rivalry virtually with
vigour and cnthusiasm rather
to nullify the sacrifices of

Rahman who buricd the dis-
cord by declaring gcnceral
amnesly for all and sundry
provided they declare their al-
legiance to Bangladesh.

We should heal the wounds
not revive them.

S5 M Khalid Chowdhury
Dhanmondli, Dhaka.

Sword of authority

Sir, And now bandying
words with a minister runs a
great risk. If a supordinaic¢
does it, he gets fired or at least
transferred elsewhere. Kamal
l.ohani's removal from Shilpa
Kala Acadcmy is just a pointer
to the stale of allairs on our
top level. This also betrays the
real attitude of the cuslodians
of the democratic values. Don't
they realise that democracy is
not merely a form of govern-

ment as defined Abraham
Lincoln, but it is an oul-
look on life and a pattern of

behaviour wh.ﬂ a . leadcr
should preach practice? A
minister who claims te be a
champion of democracy musi
have respect for the opinion of

John Pratt, senior lecturer in  penalty in 1950 and eight

Wellinglon's  pcople were hanged in what

Vicloria Universily, argues that  was  grimly called the
New Zealand is probably a lat "Swinding 50s.7
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur  others, Even il there is any

point of diffcrence one should
have the spirit of tolerance for
listening to the counterpoints.
Brandishing the sword of au-
thority on the subordinates
does not brighten or heighten
onc's image at all. Besides, how
could a government elicit ad-
vice and function properly if
itls people at the helm want
only 'yes man' around! .
Our ministers should learn
to brook criticism. The unecer-
emonjous removal of Kamal
Lohani sets a very bad and un-
fortunate precedent. In future,

no government offlicer, how- °

cver exalted his position may
be, would dare express his
mind before his minister. As a
result, our ministers will have
no adviser but all sycophants
by their side. Kamal Lohani
may not be indispensable for
the office he held at the Shilpa
Kala Academy, but his leader-
ship in the flicld of art and
culture for three decades is
not a matler one can casily ig-
nore.

NM,
Rajshahi University.

Population eontrol and hu-
man resources development
arc closely related. In
Bangladesh, population pres-
sure on scarce development
opportunities and social ser-
vices will continue to limit
policy options when an esti-
mated B0% of Lthe population
live below the poverty line and
50% of the rural population
are landless, public sector will
have to play the cructal role In
human development. The new
democratic regime has taken
some initlative and continued
to support the on-going (1IRD)
programmes,

Some of these are ¢

Primary education is a basic
human right. The government
has declared primary educa-
tion as compulsory. BRAC and
BACE provide cost-effective
medels of primary education.

To encourage female edu-
calion school fees have been
made free for girls up to class
Viil. BACE stipend programme
shows that one pound a
months stipend can keep a girl
al the secondary school.

To encourage adult lteracy
and informal vocational train-
ing for rural unemployed,
community education system
has been introduced.

To empower the poor rural
and disadvantaged groups
"Gram Sarkar” system has been
reintroduced.

To channel credit to the
poor, particularly for women
the Grameen Bank activilics
are being supported.

Employment of women has
been encouraged systemati-
cally — 15% of the government
jobs, 50% ol primary school
lcachers have been reserved
for women. In the private sec
lor garments industry is now
cmploying about 250,000

Capital punishment was
again suspended in 1957 and
finally abolished in 1961 in @
dramatic [ree vote of MPs
which saw 10 members of the
National Government, includ-
ing the liberal attorney-gen-
cral, voting with the Labour
opposition.

The possibility of an inno-
cent person being hanged, as
has happened in Britain, has
been used as a strong argu-

The Daily Star 4

sirengthening
wOmen's status.

The Government s crwour-

The political base for hu
man development has dofi
nilely improved under the
democratic regime. Bul in a
slagnant cconomy, reseurces
must be mobilized both inter-
nally by economising on re-
source utilization and exter-
nally by a better use of funds.
The pledging of $2.3 billion in
the April 1991 consortium
meeting is an indication of
continued suppeort to
Bangladesh by donor agencies.

The internal resources
musi be wutilized more cffi-
cienlly. The UN Human
Report 1991,

h spends
1.2% of GNP for health and
education and 1.5% for mili-
lary expenditure. It suggests a
freczing of military expendi-
ture, reduction of subsidy on
public enterprise and hard
measurcs on eliminating cor-
ruption in public offices, thus
relcasing resources for human
development. This will in turn
lacilftate sustained economic
growth.

People arc ready 10 acl and
bufld up the country and reap
the, [ruits of frecdom.
Transition to democracy has
freed the spirit of man and
raiscd hopes, the leadership
musl not lail again. Bold lcad-
ership and decisions are
necded in the arca of popula-
tion amnd human resources de-
velopment.

The writer. a distinguished
economic expert who served
as the head of the
International Commiftee for
Population Management
(ICOMP) in the last years of his
career, passed away In
Islamabad last month during

an visil to Pakistan. The
art here, published for the
first time, has been made

available o this paper by the
writer's wife, Dr Ellen Sattar.
It is based on a talk given by
the writer at the South Asian
Studies Cenire, London

University last February.

for Death Penalty

menl by opponents of the
duath penaley.

Party MP, is now planning to
introduce a private member's
bill in Parliament seeking a
national referendum on the is-
suc al the same time as next
ycar's general clection.

This would provide time for
public debate, "a refllection on
the ghastly crimes of recent
months” and an opportunity
for all sides to make their
vicws known,” he says. ’

But, despite public revul-
sion al recent murders, the
chances of the death penalty
being brought back are very
remotc — Depthneuws Asia
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Export on Trial
Shahabuddin Mahtab

The [irst editorial of a local
vernacular daily (dt. Sunday
7th June), was titled "Frozen
fish now dumped under carth”.
The first reaction of a reader,
would be, what a ridiculous
statement. The shrimps are a
rarc dclicacy and it should
adorn the dining table, on very
riare occasjons, say, when a
son-in-law comes to visil his
wife's parents. Il Alexandcr the
Great was alive to-day, he
would have said once more,
"whal a strange country is this,
Sclukas!” A long time ago (in
the year 1975) a greal
American, late Dr. Winburn
Thomas, who came Lo Bangl-
adesh o serve a humanitarian
causc, lold me two things, "you
wasle your resources in such a
way Lhat even the richest
country in the world would
simply shudder at it"; the
sccond thing that this greal
humanitarian told me was "you
only do ten paisa -worth of
work, and ninely paisa worth
of propaganda/public reclat-
fons". Dr. Thomas is now
cternally resting in the soils of
Bangladesh. These lacts woere
slaled just to highlight, what a
singlc person can do.

Messrs Cormondal Fisherics
Development Lid of Satkhira,
with the intention of earning a
very high profit, saved on the
cosl of cold storage. And as a
result, Tk 3 crore worth of
frozen shrimps were found to
be rotten and unfit for human
consumption, when thcse
rcached their destination. The
shrimps are now being buried
in the soils of Bangladesh, as
has been stated above.

The exporter has not lost a
singlc Taka, as all the ne
wias provided by the 'g)mg
Bank, Satkhira branch, and in
further consequences, the
people will be the sullerers,
an there will be more
poverty.

But the more fearful thing
in this case is its grave imphi-
cations that will be re in

thc importing countries. [1
will, by no mcans, be confined
to the shrimp industry but im-
plicate all Bangladeshi exports.
One further thing has to be
mentioned here. The registra-
tion of Messrs Cormondal
Fisheries Development Corpo-
ration was canccelled by the
Ministry of Commerce as far
back as 1987. The bank,
however, continucd to extend
loans o the company. The re-
coverable loan in this case, in-
clusive of interest, is now Taka
six crore. We are now talking
that, there is no production in
the ecountry, there is uncm-
ployment, the wheels of the
cronoemy have comd O i
standstill position, and the
country is in a recession, and
we have an uncontrolable infla-

ton (or should we say stagfla-

Lion). :

On another side of the pie-
ture we sce that while the
country is able to produce 180
crorc metres of cloth against |
its requirement of 144 crore
metres, most of our weavers
are unemployed. Textile mills
arc unable to scll their huge
stockpiles. While we should
have been scll sufficient in
milk, by obscrving a national
strategy, we are importing
milk powder worth Tk 400
crore or more. The cloth see-
tor and the milk sector can
provide employment to a huge
number ol people, There are
clearly many other seclors
which can provide employ-
ment to our people, and at the
same time meet the many
needs.

Admitted that we have a
burgeoning pepulation, admit-
ted also that we are a disaster

rone area, but we have a

ardworking and resilient
people, who have been bat-
tered and broken many times,
but have again risen on their
feet. The government musl
lcad us in the right direction
and take all actions that are In
the national interests.

e




