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~ Inside Today BNP MPs angry over Press Club incident, blame Home Minister
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bangladeshis in
Karachi safe

The Bangladeshis living in
Karachi are safe, according to a
Foreign Office spokesman in
Dhaka Wednesday. The Foreign
Office is in touch with the
Deputy High Commission in
Karachi to ascertain the con-
dition of the Bangladeshis liv-
ing there following the recent
outbreak of ethnic distur-
banccs, the spokesman said,
reporis BSS.

Stop inflow of
Indian potatoes
Bangladesh Cold Storagec

Association yesterday urged
the government to take elfec-
tive measures to stop the in-
flow of Indian potatoes which
they safid were coming into the
country in a huge quantity. In a
statement, Munshi Akhtaruz-
zaman, acting chairman of the
assocfation, said the smuggled
potatoes from India had alrea-
dy flooded Ban h markets
and were being sold at lower
price than that of the local

potatoes, reports BSS.

Anti-smuggling
activities

The Director General of
Bangladesh Rifles, Major Gene-
ral Mohammad Anwar Ir‘.lusacin.
BP, PSC, yesterday called upo
the members of BDR 1o slrr:a
ngthen anti-smuggling activi-
ties along with guarding the
country’s frontiers to help the
government efforts attain
economic development. He
was addressing the offlicers
and jawans of BDR during his

visit to Khulna sector, reports
BSS,

. malities for

Move to get opposition

back in Parliament

By Special Correspondent

" The government  has
launched a new offensive to
bring back the Opposition to
Marliament.

Three senjor leaders of the
ruling Bangladesh Natfonalist
Party (BNP), including two se¢
nior ministers have becn as.
signed to negotiate with the
Opposition, according to au-
thorilative sources.

The party. according 1o

sources, was finding {t difTicult.

to vope with what it termed
the ‘continuously shifting po
sition of the Opposition on the
four-point demand put earlier’

The Jour-points include
irial ol Jamaal chief Golam
Azam under 'International

Crimes Act of 1973, dropping
of charges against the 24
sponsors of 'Gana Adalat’, ¢n-
suring due honour to Lhe

Leader of the Opposition in
Parlifament and extending
democratic behaviour to the
opposilion political parties.
Earlier, according to
sources, the government indi
cated that it was ready to drop
charges against the sponsors ol
Gana Adalat and expressed its
readiness to iron out differ
ences on the issue of the atti-

tude towards the Opposition.

On the basis of these under-
standings two meetings, one
between Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and Jahanara
Imam and the other between
leaders of Treasury Bench and
Opposition, were agreed for
Sunday evening. But the police
action against the journalists
the same evening torpedoed
the move
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day of transport
strike

By Staff Correspondent

The transport service im-
proved lllghu-y on Wednesday
as more vehicles plied the
roads in the capital and in
some inter-district routes re-
sponding to the call of a fac-
tion of the Transport Workers
Federation to end the strike,

Supporters and opponents
of the strike clashed at Farm
Gage, Fulbaria, Shanir Akra and
Jurain rail gate for the third
day of the strike injuring at
least 10 more pecople and
damaging four vehicles, federa-
Uon and police sources said.

Meanwhile, prices of veg-

clables and other food items
registered a rise In the cfty
bazaars due to the strike. The

| Clashes mark third | HSC exams

begin today

A total of 2.47.669 candi-
dates will appear in the Higher
Sec Certificate exami-
nations, 1992 from the coun-
try's four education boards,
beginning today (Thursday).
reports UNB.

A total of 81,854 candidates
will sit for the HSC examina-

commuters continued to face | tion in 175 centres under the

difficulty in reaching their re-
I::thrc destinations in the

nce of regular bus, minibus

and tempo services during the
lhird day of the strike yester-
H'u in the fish, vegetable
czir:]z;-n markets was badly

hn red causing the price
hllu: market sources but
the city residents alleged that

some dishénest businessmen
See Page 12 Col 7

Prime Minister Begum Khaled: Zia signing the
enlist herself in the new voters

furm to
—PID photo

Fr=t vesterday,

Fresh enrollment
of voters
begins

Preparation of a new voler
list began in 4 city corpora
lions and |03 pourashavas
across the counitry Wednesday.,
reports UND.

Presidenl Abdur Rahman
Biswas, 'rime Minister DBoegum
Khaleda Zia and leader ol the
Opposition Shcikh Hasina
were among others enrolled in
the fresh voler list being pre-
parcd by Bangladesh Election
Commission

Chief Election Commis
sioncer Justice Abdur Roul,
Election Commissioncr Justice
Sayed Mesbahuddin Hossain,
Secretary of Election Commis-
sion Secretariat AZM Shamsul
Alam, Joint Sceretary SM Za
karia, registration officers of
the concerned arcas and high
official were present during
the enrollment.

A workforce of abouf
| 7.105 workers have been con-
gaged docthe preparation o the
inew voter list. Among theny,
B6 are registration oflficers,
528 assislant registration olfli-
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Leader of the Opposition 1n Parliament and Awami Lengue chief Sheikh Hasina Enrr;}]l]:ng
herself in the voters' list at her official residence at Minto Road yesterday. The Chief Election

Commission Justice Abdur Rouf is also seen beside her.
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By Mahfuz Ullah

The Members of Parlia-
menl, irrespective ol political
opinion, have one thing in
common. When il comes Lo
their own privileges, whether
good furniture or line for hos-
tel or good food, théy f[orget
their differences and rivals
join each other thumping the
desks in welcome.

It happened again yester-
day. When Maulana Abdus Sob-
han of the Jamaat was given
the floor to speak on his privi-
lege notice, he started com-
ﬁ:ai.ning about the delay in re-

rmishing the MP hostel at
Sobhan talked about broken
furniture, worn out linen, ab-

sence of a club and so on. He
Sce Page 12 Col 5

Create congenial
atmosphere for
joining session,
opposition urges

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition parties in
Parliament excluding the
Jamaat jointly resolved yes-
terday that il the ruling party
wanted to make the budget
session of Parliament effective
it would have to create a
congenial atmosphere for the

opposition's joining the
sCssion.
The government could pave

the way for the opposition to
join the session by meeting the
four point Opposition demand,
the resolution suggested.

The leaders of the oppo-
sition parties were briefing
ncwsmen yesterday evening
after a joint meeting held at

See Page 12 Col 8

All set for Tinbigha transfer

¢ LALMONIRHAT, June 24:
The construction of a road
over Tinbigha connecting Do-
hagram and Angarpota en-
claves with Bangladesh main-
land is complete,
UNB.

With this the long-awaited
leasing out of the corridor to
Bangladesh by India takes
place of Friday.

The wrap-up meeting be-
tween the concerned district
officials of India and
Bangladesh for finalising for-
transfer of the
Tinbigha corridor will be held

here at Burimari tomorrow
(Thursday). .
G[ﬂcia] sourees said Lal-

repo ris -

monirhat Deputy Commis-
sjoner Khalilur Rahman and
Coochbehar District Magistrate
Gopal Krishna would lead their
respective sides.

Besides, police and border
sccurity officials of bolh the
countries will attend tomor-
row's meceting to give [inal
touches on details of the trans-
fer.

All preparations had been
completed with removal of the
legal barrier through quashing
a writ filed with the Calcutta
I1igh Court by opponents of the
lease under the 1974 accord.

According to Dbilateral
agreement, citizens of both the
countries will have [ree access

through the corridor to their
respective enclaves,

The DC of Lalmonirhat said
that the temporary police
camp set up beside the corri-
dor would be turned into a
permanent outpost for main-
taining law and order in the
area.

A long-standing irritant in
the Indo-Bangla relations will
be removed with the planned
transfer of the Tinbigha corri-
dor to Bangladesh scheduled
for Friday.

On the mutually agreed
date, India is expected to for-
mally hand over an area of 178
meters by 85 meters to
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Kamal Guha
arrested

SILIGURI, June 24 : Former

West Bengal Minister and For-
ward Bloc MLA, Kamal Guha,
spearheading the agitation

against the leasing out of the

Tinbigha Corridor, was ar-
rested near Bagdogra, about
three km from Tinbigha Wed-
nesday, official sources said,
reports PTI.

Guha, who was accompa-
nied by the Forward Bloc MP
from Coochbehar, Amar Roy
Pradhan and party MLA, Par-
esh Adhikary, was arrested
when he tried to proceed to
Mekhligunj to participate in a
mass-squalftting programme

_ there

June 24 :

JS boycott betrayal
of confidence : PM

JAJIARA, Brahmanbaria,
Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia said here
Wednesday that the boycotting
of parliament by some opposi-
tion members tantamounted to
the betrayal of confidence re-
posed on them by the elec-
torates, reports BSS,

Addressing a big public
meeting Begum Zia said the
members were curbing the
right ol franchise by not at-
tending the parllament ses-
sion. She said the people had
voted for them to identify and
solve' their problems (n
Parliament but they had [atled
to realise the hopes and aspi-
rations of the people.

The meeting, which was al-
tended by hundreds of people
from near and [ar flung areas,
dt[}*ldhinclcm:nl weather,

addressed by Works
Minister Raliqul I:lam Mian,
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Dr Khondaker Mosha-
rral Hossain, State Minister for

ipping Harun-ur-Rashid, Mia
A ul Wazed MP, Asya
Rahman MP, Advocate Abdus

Sattar MP and local BNP
leaders.
She said the opposition

members wanted to draw peo-
ple's attention by boycotting
the parliament session as they
became isolated froem the
people. This, she said, would
not help them getting nearer
to the people,

The Prime Minister said
people were the integral part
of a democratic government,
She said, "We will be able to.
achieve the desired goal of de-
velopment with the united ef-
forts of all.”

Detailing her government's
development programmes the
Prime Minister said, "We want

to inftiate rural h-.lar..l d:vr.l— |

opment.” -
m Zia underscored the
need rural industrialisation

" to emancipate the country

Sec Page 12 Col 3

JCD leader of Dhaka
Polytechnic murdered

By Staff Correspondent

The Gencral Sccretary (GS)
of Dhaka Polytechnic Institute
Cefitral Students’ Union was
shot dead early Wednesday.

The victim, Shakil Mahmud
21, was a second year student
of the electrical department
of the institute and Convenor
of the Dhaka Polytechnic
Institute unit of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal [(JCD).

On an information over
telephone, police rushed to
the spot and recovered the
bullet-ridden body of the GS at
room no-309 at Latif Chhat-
rabas (west) of the Institute at
around 6:30 am Wednesday.

Several students of the hos-
tel said that they heard two or
three gunshots at around 3 am

but did not pay any heed as
what they said was a common
phenomenon in the hostels.

The students also said that
in the early morning they
found their GS dead in the
room and informed police,
Hostel Super and their teach-
ers immediately.

A police officer said, when
he visited the spot he found
the door of the room open and
the bullet-ridden body on the
bed at around 6:30 am.

The police officer thought
that the ‘killers’ shot two bul-
lets from a rifle within a short-
range while Shakil was sleep-
ing. The two bullets hit the
back side of the victim's hcad,
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Oppositioh MPss to join
trial body march to JS

Opposition MPs are plan-
ning to come out on the street
June 30 to join the "march to
Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament)”
sponsored by the Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Committee to press for
the trial of Jamaat Leader Go-
lam Azam.

The opposition members of
parliament, excepting those of
Jamaat-e-Islami, have been
boycotting the budget session
since Junc 18 to press home
their four-point demand.

The demands include trial
of “war-criminal® Golam Azam,

withdrawal of the sedition case
against 24 organisers of the
“people’'s court®” and practice
of democratic morms in and
outside the parliament.

Competent sources told
UNB last night that the opposi-
tion MPs are likely to bring out
procession from the parlia-
ment building on June 30 to
express their solidarity
the movement of the National
Coordination Beody for the
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Commit-
tee.

A meeting of the combined

See Page 12 Col 8

Mojaddedi ted up, surrenders power today

KABUL, June 24: Carctaker

| President Sibghatullah Mo-

jaddedi on Wednesday an-

| nounced he will surrender

power carly to other rebel
chiefs and let them choogse the
next leader of war-battered
Afghanistan, reports AP.

Mojaddedi told reporters
he would yield all authority
Thursday, four days ahead of
schedule, to a 63-member {i-
hadi (holy war) council of rebel
commanders and to a 10-
member supreme leadership
council, to choose his succes-
SOT.

"I will reject any offer to

stay on as président,” Mo-
{ =

jaddedi told reporters, "1 have
no desire Lo extend my time,
I'm tired."

Mojaddedi said that while
he was leaving office he would
continue to a player in
postwar Afghanistan, saying he
would keep his position as
head of the jihadi council as
well as his seat on the leader-
ship council.

But Mojadded{'s announce-
ment created fears of more
fighting between rival rebel
factions struggling to tlake
power as head of the new ls-
lamic government that re-
placed Communist rule on

April 28,

Only hours before Mo-

jaddedi's announcement fight-

ing erupted on the southern
outskirts of the shell-shocked
capital between renegade
rebels and a pro-government
militia.

Under an agreement cob-
bled together to fill the void
created the ouster of Presi-
dent Naﬂihullah and the col-
lapse of his Soviet-installed
regime, Mojaddedi was to step
aside Sunday
government headed
Burhanuddin Rabbani.

A widely respected Islamic
scholar, Rabbani is also leader
of the powerful Jamiat-e-Islami

by

to an interim .

rebel group that paved the way
for an Islamic government to
take power after 14 years of
Communist rule,

But Mojaddedi alleged that
Rabbani had breached the ac-
cord and that Rabbani's close
associate, Defense Minister
Ahmed Shah Masood, had

worked to to undermine
his au and countermand
his decisions.

He had also accused Masood
of taking over the state-run
television and radio and deny-
ing him access to broadcast
the policies of his rnment
and had denied him suflicient
space in the Presidential

C.'lth'l:r rﬂhcl chiefs, how-
ever, had accused Mojaddedi
of maneuvering behind the
scenes, making false promises
in order to secure support to
remain in offlice and of shame-
lﬂul}r trying to hold on to

Hn}uddcdt said he would
make no recommendation on

who his suecessor should be.

Earlier Wednesday, rene-
gade rebels shelled the capital
violating a 2-month -old cease-
fire and trying to exploit rising
tensions within the Islamic
leadership, Defense Ministry
sources said.
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Dhaka Board Of them 28 252
will appear from the Dhaka
city.

A total of 65,131 candf-
dates will appear in the exam-
ination under the Rajshahi
Board in 158 centres, 252
from Comilla Board in 132
centres and 45,432 from Jes-
sore Board in 129 centres.

Fifteen candidates under
Dhaka Board will appear in five
overseas cenires in Riyadh,
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Flash floods
in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 24:
Flash floods gripped Chit-
tagong city and its surrounding
areas today following an inces-
san! downpour.

The torrential rains that
began Monday evening paral-
ysed normal life here.

The rainwater inundated
most of the low-lying arecas in
Chittagong causing untold sul-
fering to the residents and
hindrance to traffic movement.

The worst aflected areas in-
clude Agrabad Commercial
Area, Moghaltoli, Boxirhat,
Chaktai, Katalgonj residential
area, Bakalia, Muradpur and
Bahaddarhat, residents said.

According- to rough esti-
mates, about ten lakh people
out of total thirty lakhs have
been affected by the flash
flood.

Business activities at
tant trade ' centres
Khatungonj and Agrabad of this
commercial city' were ham-
pered while the continuous

See Page 12 Col 6

DU student
expelled for
assaulting

teacher

The Dhaka University au-
thorities Wednesday stripped a
student of Physics of ‘his
honours degree and expelled
him for assaulting a teacher of
the department, reports UNB.

Sheikh Ansar Ali assaulted
Dr Badrul Alam, an Associate
Professor of the Physics De-
partment, on May 31.

Dr Arefin Siddiqui, a SynBi—
cate member, said the authori-
ties also declared him (Ali)
"persona non grata® on the
university campus. Ansar Ali
has already been hiding.

The decision was taken al a
meeting of the Syndicate, the
highest policy making body of
the university, held Wednesday
afternoon with VC Prof M

See "age 12 Col 4

Milk product
prices up despite
no fresh duty

Star Report

Retail prices of imported
powdered milk and other milk
products witnessed a sudden
and sharp rise following he
1992-93 budget announce-
ment on Thursday last.

The market pdne for a two
kilogram tin-container uf pow-
dered milk jumped by more
than Taka 20 in the city de-
spite: clarifications by the
Finance Minister that the im-
port duty on the ftem was not
increased in the budget pro- .
posals.
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Housing takes
15,000 acres of
agri-land a yr

By Staff Correspondent

About 15,000 acres ol ara-
ble land in the country is fad-
ing into housing and settle-
menl every year.

In response to a question
Wednésday evening, Agricul-
ture Minister Ma []or General
(retd) M Majidul Huq told

Parllament that about 5,000
acres of agricultural land was

being turned into human habi-
tation in the coun-try because
of the booming population

every year.
“High rate of population was
the mumber one problem of

the country,” he said.



