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without cxamining any malc-
rial or document related to the
so-called offcnee stated by an
informant, forwarded the
matter to the Session Judge
for trial which caused faflure
of justice on more than one
count. Firstly Dr Hossain ar-

that there was no scope

r assessing whether any
prima facie case existed the
accused to for trial.
Secondly, this ﬁ; prejudiced
the petitioner's rights lor they
are not aware of the nature of
the case they were to face, Dr
Hossain said.

Amirul Islam taking the
floor on behalf of the accused
persons said the charge ol
sedition them is an an-
tiguated colonial concept. He
said jurisprudence has bcen
enric since the end of
colonies both in the subconti-
nent and elsewhere in the
world.

Islam argued that LAW of
sedition states that unless the
allegation contain ingredients
of eriminal violence it cannot
be an offence of the nature of
sedition under Section 121
and 124 A of the penal code.

Amirul Islam submitted that
the process of court has been
abused by inflicting sedition
charges against the accused
and also inveolving the peti-
tioner's in criminal proceed-
ings. The citizens have a fun-
damcntal right to mobilise
public opinfon and in Lhis they
mobilised it for thc trial of
Golam Azam, he stated.

The defence altorney said
Ganoadalat is a popular par-
lance and a non-violent form of
movement to mobilise con-
science of the nation. He said
the petitioner in effect have
been helping the state Lo es-
tablish rule of law as they
asked the government to im;

nt a lar sentiment
:enmﬁhmd WWP‘“ Ganoadalat.

In response to enquiry from
the chair as 1o the nature and
character of Ganoadalat, Islam

referred to the International
War Tribunal formed under
the chairmanship of Bertrand
Russel in the 680's to try the
crimes committed by
American soldiers in Victnam
He also referred to a public
trial now going on the United
States against President [Bush
for his alleged crimes in the
Gull War by
headed by former Altorncy
General Ramsey Clark.

Ganoadalat fs not a court of
law and none in the country
has perceived it as such, Islam
pleaded and said members
constituting the adalat did not
give any impression Lhat il was
acling or claiming as a courl
ol law.

Advocate Abdul Wadud
Khandakar defending the
state said the activities of the
Nirmul Committee and
Ganoadalat have the tendency
to cause disruption to public
order and therefore, would
constitute an offénce like
sedition in nature. Referring to
Amirul Islam's contention
about formation of internat
tional tribunal, Khandakar said
such tribunals are sct up to
deal with issucs not aflecling
domestic matters. He said
Ganoadalat has the tendency to
affect peace and tranquility
and, therefore, has the poten-
tiality to disturb law and order
and hence the sponsors ol
Ganoadalat have commilted a
scrious crime.

Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed who
stood brielly for the accused
ns drew the attention ol
court by mentioning the latcst
decision of the appellate divi-
sion of the Supreme Court. In
that decision it was held that
even an appellate administra-
tive tribunal formed under
Section 117 of the constitution
is not a court, Ahmed said and
added that " in that view of the
matter it will be beyond any-
one's imagination even lo ar-
guc or suggest that Ganoadalat
is a court.
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Eight pmpl::a%l:n' admitted

to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Most of the buses, trucks,
minibuses, tempos and baby-
taxis stayed off the road caus-
ing immense sullering to the
people on Tucsday.

The rickshaws were the
only means of transportation
and the pullers realised exor-
bitant fares from thc passen-
gers.

Rickshaws plied belween
Dhaka and Narayanganj charg-
ing Taka 50 per passengers,
one passenger said.

The Executive President of
the Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Workers Federation,
Manjurul Ahsan Khan., urged
the workers to resume the
transport sefvices while its
General Secretary Abdur
Rashid was in favour of contin-
uing strike.

The Federation called the
strike to press home its 11
points demands including
withdrawal of government de-
cision to put the transport
workers under non-bailable
detention following an acci-
dent, amendment to the
Industrial Relations Ordinance,
reduction in fuel prices and
ferry fare,
terminal for the town service
buses and cancellation of trade
undons except those at the dis-
trict level.

A source in the dissident
m. led Manjurul Ahsan

, said t the strike was
called because the cattle mar-

k:tmmt!clndnutlna-ﬂt*.

tion of fedcration leaders who

had been dominating the bazar
traditionally .

Moreover, the government
helped in ousting some hood-
lums from the Gabtali and
Mohakhali Bus Terminal.

The source on mndmll:ln;do[
anonymity said that a
number of leaders were against
the strike called for the
'‘coterie intecrest.’

The source claimed that

majority of the transporl
workers were with Khan and
had started operating vchicles
in different roulcs in Dhaka
and many southern and north-
ern districts.

rt strike

construction ole

He said that at least 30 ve-
hicles' were damaged by the
strike supporters near Maha-
khali, Shanir Akra, Bangladcsh
Bank, Tongi, Kamalapur,
Farmgate and Gulistan in a bid
to prevent commuting.

He hoped that more vehi-
cles would operatle from today
Wednesday, "il the terrorism
by the small number ol strik-
ers is checked.”

On the other hand, a
spokesman of the another
group of the Fedcration ac-
cused Khan of “betraying” with
the Federation and "joining
hands” with the government.

The source said thal only
one of the 200 unfons under
the Federation, of which Khan
is a adviser, called off the
strike.

lle said that the sirike
would continue until the de-
mands were realised.

Ou Tucsday, there was no
initiative either from the gov-
ernmenl side or from the
Federation to resume the talks
¢cnded inconeclusively on
Sunday night.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Bus-
Truck Owners Association
ur the striking workers Lo

the strike for the grealer
interests of the pcople.

AL council
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nounced by the National coor-
dination body of the Ghatak-
Dalal Nirmul Committee.

Competent sources lold
UNB that Awami Leaguc
strategists are planning a new
agitation across the country
spon to mobilise public opinion
on issues such as trial of Golam
Azam, Indemnity Ordinance,
independence of judiciary, cl-
fective parliament and the
government-sponsored” tecr-
rorism.

The Awami League is likely
to declare its fresh action
programme after the Junc 30
march”, the sources said.

A meeting of the League
Central Commiltee will be
held on June 25(Thursday) at
3 pm at the party central of-
fice, says a press releasc.

T —————————————

Editor: S. M. Ali
Executive Editor: Mahfuz Anam
Published by S. M. Ali on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd.,
52 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at

Offset Printing Dialogue Publications Litd.,

19 Kazi

Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215. Editorial, News &

Commercial Offices: 28/1,
PABX-

Dhaka-1000. Tel:

Toynbee Circular Road,
246023—4, 245061—2.

Advertisement: 245063 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
863035. GPO Box No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR,

DHAKA.

A commillec

It takes a world of experience
to make a world beating tyre.
Whatever you drive -
drive on Dunlop tyres !

Che Daily Star

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia visiting T.he injured journalists undergoing treatment in
d:ﬂ'mnt city hospitals on Monday. Story on page 1

—PI1D photo |

The

ﬂtt (gddft

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 1992

DUNLONFrP

“‘,d“ﬁ“t‘d 2

[ haka

iIsStriowutor m anmnfﬂooz

6327074 4K235] K82391

o

| 3 bills introduced

in parliament
Three bills, including Lhe

Nuclear Safety and Radiation
Control Bill, 1992, were intro-

duced In parliament yesierday .
reportis UNB.

Education Minister arris
ter Zamiruddin Sircar moved
all the three bills

Twe olher bills are: The

National Science and Techno-
 logy Musecum Bill.

1992, and

the Public Examinations
L [Offences) [Amendment) 311,
1992
The Nucliar St aned
Radiation Cu: oo L [
muke provisio L T

health and cnvinog e
from effeet of the usc o
clear matler and X-Ray cquip-
nwent.

The National Science and
Technology Museum Bill seeks
o ke the National Selcin«
atd Technology Museum a fully
autonomous instilution and run

it properly.

T
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Association A K M Mohsin ahd
the DUJ unit chicfs of scveral
newspapers.

Bpeakers at the mecting
condemned the attack on the
! journalists and on the Press

Club and demanded immediate
punishment to those respon-
sible for the incidents,

During the meeting, DUJ’s
Dainik Meillat unit chiel Kamal
Pasha Doja was manhandled by
some outsiders in the club
premises. Doja came under at-
tack when he told the DUJ
protest rally that Sunday's al
tack reminded us of the
crackdown on newspapers on
June 16 in 1975,

An extended meeting ol
BFUJ and DUJ was held
Tucsday evening at the DUJ ol-
fice. The mecling decided 10

> 1 o for a three-hour work ll.up

T T

action.

3
Voters' list
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. achieve the goal is undoubtedly
compilation of a volers list
identifying the people eligible
for exercising the rights ol
franchise.

Justice Roul said the suc-
cess and utility of the elections
hinge on this list and as such
the need for a correct volcers’
list could not be over empha-
sised,

He said the Election Com-
mission has already announced
elaborate programme for com-

pilation u[Plht: new volters’ list

=

and Rajshahi Corporations and
in 103 Pourasabha areas.

Information gathering for
the cligible voters would begin
today when the enumerators in
phascs would move from house
to house to enlist thc volers,
he said.

The supervisors will look
after the work of the enumera-
ters from the June 27 [rom
house to house’and vouch for
the veracity of the information
gathered by the enumeraltors.

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner said draft voters’ list
would be published on July 12
and July 28 has been fixed as

names and objections in the
draft list.

He said, [inal voters’
would be published on
September 26.

voters' list within a specified
time a Herculean one and said
17,1056 people had been de-
ployed in different cadres for
discharging the responsibility.
They include B6 registration
officers, 528 assistanl regis-
tration officers, 3,332 supervi-
sors and 13,159 enumcraltors.

The Chicf Election Com-
missioner said for the firsi
time an assistanl regisiralion
officer has been deployed in
each and every ward.

e

. Commissioner who,

ln Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna |

the last date for inclusion of |

list I

F Justice Rouf described the |
| task for flawless compilation of

pngentalllhtnm pers and
news agencies in the country
o protest attack on Doja, and
to condemn bomb attacks on
Daily Ingilab, Ittefaq, Banglar
Bani, Sangram and Ajker Kagaj.
The three-hour work stoppage
by the journalists will begin
loday at 1] am.

The mceting also decided
to boycotlt all news ol the
lfome Minister and the Police
il Mctropolitan Police Comumi
Mirza [ugibul ol
was not disinissed by June 48

Mcanwhile Ekattorer Gha-
tak-Dalal Nirmul Comniittec
Tuesday held a rally and
procession in Lhe capital pro-
lesting the police attack on
the journalists at the Jatiya
Press Club.

A meeting of the centrald
commillee of the Five-Party
Alliance Tucesday observed (hal

v A
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ing Mirza Ragibul lluda as the
Dhaka Metropolitan [olice
she al-
leged, ordered the firing on
her procession at Laldighi in
Chittagong on January 24,
1988, killing dozens of pcople.

Mirza Ragibul Huda was ac-
cused by the enquiry commis-
sion of m'ast::r_mindtng the
Chittagong "mass killing" dur-
ing the Ershad regime but "has
now become a favourite of thc
BNP government”, she said.

Referring to lhc opposition
boycott of the budget session,
Hasina said the present par-
liament was constituted with
the sublime mission to resolve
people’s problems through
discussion and ensure democ-
racy and economic sell- re-
liance,

“With this missfon, we had
cooperaled with the govern-
ment but our cooperation and

liberal attitude are unforiu- -

nately considered by the ruling
party as our weakness."

Criticising the one and a
half-year rule of the govern-
ment, she said BNP has forgot-
ten its commitment during the
anti-autocracy movement. “lns-
tead it has undertaken a
programme of politicising cv-
erything — administration, po-
lice and educational instilu-
tions — to rule the peoplc in
aulocratic style.”

"They have no concern [or
the wellbeing of the people...
every decision of this govern-
ment is dictated by a foreign
country”, Hasina alleged. "They
are now involved in destruct-
ing the spirit of the liberation
war and jcopardising the
sovereignty”

During her visit to the Press
Club, the Awami Leaguc chicl
was accompanicd by Begum

| Sajeda Chowdhury and Amir

e
e

the statement of the llome
Minister on the attack on the
Jattya Press Club was an cflon
Lo shirk responsibility.

A presidium mecting of the
Communisit Parly of
Bangladesh resented Sunday's
police action on the journalists
saying that the incident was
unprecedented.”

Joimaat-e-Islami Sceretary
General Matiur Rahman Nizami
vondemned police brutality on
the journalists and demanded
cxemplary punishment after a
judicial probe into the inci-
dent.

Bangladesh Ganatantri Party
General Secretary Mohammad
Afzal in a statement Tuesday
dunmuinded resignation of the
Home Minister and removal ol
the police IG and the

Commissioner
DU Correspondent

Out

Leader of the Dppustt.mn n Pmlmment And Awami League Chief Sheikh Hasina visited
National Press Club yesterday and inquired about the journalists injured on Sunday’s police

—Star photo

Repression on press

| lossain Amu, Leaders of Dhaka
Hnion of Journalists [DUJ) and
3angladesh Federal Union ol

Journalists [(BFUJ) apprised |

llasina of Sunday's incident
and unions’ course of action. |

Budget: PM
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by the autocratic regime and it
became a den of corruption’.
She said her government had
been working hard to bring
the national economy on to the
right track.

Begum Zia stressed Lhe
need for sctting up small and
cottage industries and said the.
government would provide all
out help in this regard.

Stressing the importancee ol
the womenlflolk in the nation
development, she said on de-
velopment could succeed
without their participation.

JCD accuses AL
JP of attacking
journalists

The Dhaka University unit

of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal JCD) yesterday
held a rally here to protest
what it said the joint attack of
the terrorist groups of Awami
Leaguc and Jatiya Party on the
journalists in the capital
Monday, reports BSS.

In his speech Rizvi Ahmed
said “hooligans” of Awami-
Chhatra League and Jatiya
Party launched a naked attack
on the unit chiefl of Dainik
Millat Kamal Pasha Doja at the
press club premises Monday.
He demanded exemplary pun-
ishment of those responsibic
for the attack. He also called
for taking steps against those
police personnel involved in
the assault on the journalists
onJune 2].

to

Journalists protest police raid

adds: The Dhaka University
Teachers Assoclation ([DUTA)
i a statement yeslerday
(Tucsday) condemned the po-
lice assault on journalists

The DUTA statement was
signed by its president Profl 8
M A Faiz and General Sceretary
Said-ur-Rahman.

Mcanwhile, 53 tweachers of
the Dhaka University in a joint

statement yesterday con-
demned the police attack on
the journalists.

The teachers, said that the
government should force Lhe
Home Minster lo resign and
suspend the police commis-
sioner to prove that it was not
autocratic.

Earlicr, protesting the as-
sault on journalists the Awami

» loague-backed the Chhatra

lcague (M-1) brought oul a
procession and held a rally on
the Dhaka University l:llmr.l'l.tl
ycsterday.

The Jatiyltabadi Chhatra Dal
also held a rally at the Aparajco
[3angla of the Dhaka University
to condemn the incident.’

Our Court Correspondent
rcports: A meeting ol the

| Dhaka District Bar Association

Monday strongly condemncd
the dastardly police assault on
the journalists at the Jatlv.n

| | Press Chub.

BSS adds: The managing
committee of Jatiya Press Club
at a meeting held here yestor
day condemned Lhe police at-
tack on_the journalists at the
press club and its adjoining ar-
cas onJune 21.

The meeling demanded ex-

| ¢mplary punishment of the peo-

lice personnel involved in the
attack.

The meeting also con-

- demned the attack on the unit

chicl of Millat by the oulsiders
al a protest mecting ol BFUJ
and DUJ on June 22.

Meanwhile, four leaders of
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra Pari-
shad and Bangladesh Council of
Editors also condemned the
attack on journalists without
any provocation inside the
Jatiya Press Club on June 21.

A protest rally held under
the auspices of Chittagong
Union of Journalists in
Chittagong on Monday con-
demned the police action on
journalists

Editorial on page 4

- Gallery
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madc the press gallery empty
when the House resumed after
a three-day recess Monday.
In the absence of thefr ad-

versarics, some ol the Jamaat
mcmbers found it convenient
to justify their cause and term
the Nirmul Committee the way
they wanted. Their voices,

‘since the issue of Golam Azam

was raised in Parliament, were
heard clearly with the

‘Treasury benchers raising no

objection. In the process the
opposition missed the chance
protest.

That the health of
Parliament becomes sick in
the absence of the Opposition
became more clear yesterday.
Treasury benchers gave proxy
in raising questions during the
questlion-answer session and it
was drab and dull as they wcre

not preparcd to pul supple- -

nenlia ucslt
I I‘:‘mrr?é qurn rs of the op

position, werc however, avadl-

able in their respective cham-
bers and some of them even
joined the Speaker for a chal
during the Maghreb break.

They even briefed the journal-

ists about their future course of
action and rumour had it thal
they were expecling
‘invitations' from the Treasury

| bench. But it did not gpme.

T e ——
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The Midnight File

30 m refugees in world

TOKYO, June 23: The United Nations H
fugees said today that the post

faced with more than 30 million refugees
ple. "About 17 million ... are re .
cenl are to be found in the poorest part

for Re

Cm“bntr
war world was

globe,” Sadako

Ogata told the foreign correspondents club of Japaﬁ reports

Baker wants additional
i o Seald

Reuter.

WASHINGTON, June 23: US Secrelary of Stalc
he will recommend additional
against Serbia because of its "barbaric” and "inhuma. . mil
assaull in Bosnia. Baker made his announcement at the -

laker said

James
wiDC LIS

ry
i

of a hearing by the Senate Foreign Relations*Committec n

arms control agreements with the former Soviet Union,

Rcuter

poris

re-
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Forcign Minisiry ofllicials
sl the formal transler would
be handled by the local digtrict
administrations of the two
countrics.

Deputy Commissioner of
Lalmonirhat and the Distriet

| Magistrate of Coochbehar dis-

cussed the preparations Satur-
day and are scheduled to sit
again lomorrow,

Lalmonirhat DC Khalilur
Rahman, reached by lele-
phone, said yesterday there
was no problem ‘till date’ and
he was optimistic about a
smooth transfer.

Asked on the law and order
situation, the district official
said, "'We're in touch with the
BDR and the BSF™. ,

Indian's main opposition

ty, the right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party ([BJP), along with
somc Wesl Bengal based

| groups, has been campaigning

against the transfer, causing a
fcar of trouble on the day of
transfer, forcing thousands ol
locals to flee for safety.

Reports from India suggest
that the governments of India
and West liengal have taken
necessary po tieal inftiative’
to ofiset the oppesition to the
transfer.

Coochbehar district admin-
istration made renewed efforts
1o inslil confidence among lo-
cal prople

| he district's  chiel issued
an appeal Saturday (June 20)
urging the villagers from
Kuchlibari DBagdogra and
Fulkadabri arecas to rcturn to
thoir houscholds and assured

Opposition

From Page 1 Cal B

tion they had decided earlier.

Mohammad Nasim MP, the
Chicf Whip of the Opposition
in Parliament, while briefing
newsmen after the joint
meeting in the evening said
that there was no progress in
breaking the stalemate created
between the Treasury bench
and the Opposition following
the Prime Minister's 'no’ to
the four-point opposition dc-
mands Thursday last.

The four-point demands
include the trial of Jamaal
chicl Golam Azam under the

International Crimes Act,
1973, withdrawal of cases
against the 24 persons associ-

ated with the 'people’'s court’
which tried Golam Azam in
March, ensuring ol - due honour
to the Chief of the Opposition
in Parliament and assurance of
democratic behaviour to the
opposition parties.
Mohammad Nasim alleged
that while the opposition par-
ties . were supporting the
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Sam-
manaye Committee hartal to
press their four-point de-

| mands, the ruling party was

providing active support to the
Jamaat- Shibir-backed hartal.
The ruling partly’'s ignoring
ol the opposition demands vir-
tually made it more difficult for
the opposition to join the bud-
get session in Parliament,

Nasim adgled.

The police attack on the
Press Club and the working
journalists last Sunday further

aggravated the situation, Nasim

said adding that the attack was
recally a threat against the
hard-earned democracy.

Nasim, on behall of the op-
position parties also said that
the proposed budget would not
carn legitimacy if it was passed
with the opposition bench
cmply.

The joint meeting of the
opposition was attended by
Abdus Samad Azad, Tofael
Ahmed, Sajeda Chowdhury,
Abdur Razzak and Salauddin
Yousul of the Awami League,
Barrister Maudud Ahmed of
the Jatiya Party, Shamsuddoha
of the CPB, Rashed Khan
Menon of the Workers Party,
Prof Abdul Hafiz of the NAP,
Suranjit Sen Gupta of the
Gonotantri Partly, Shajahan
siraj of the JSD and Nurul
Islam Moni (Ind=pendent).

Writ on Tmblgha

their salcty.

I"T1 adds:
judgement in the Tin igha
land acquisition case, Mrs.
Justice Ruma Pal observed that
the writ application was liable
o be dismisscd on the
of delay while the land had al-
ready been vested in the state
more than six months ago.

Quoting the supreme court
jut'I:cm:nt Mrs Justice Pal

‘the agreement should
have been implemented fully
and we hope that will be done
for the resloration of the
rl"l'l.'l"il‘."]" relations boetween In-
diiv and Dangkvlesh,

w wril petivon wi [led
by Manmohan Roy, picsident
of the Kuchlibari Sangram
Committee, challenging Tin-
bigha land acquisitfon in
Coochbehar district.

The judge observed thal the
petitioner had no locus standi
to quecstion the Supreme
Court's statement wherein it
upheld the validity ol the 1974
and 1982 India-Bangladesh
agreements which, inter alia,
provided for India leasing to
Bangladesh areas ncar Tin-
bigha to connect Dahagram
with Panbari Mouza of
Bangladesh.

“The Suprcmec Court also
considered the memorandum
of understanding which pro-
vided for the continued right
ol ree and unicliered move-
ment of Indian citizens and -
Indian goods in and across the
lcased area and for such pur-
pose the user of the existing
roid running across the pas-
sagc by Indian cilizens,” she
ohserved.

Further observing that nci-
ther the owner nor Lhe occu-
pier of the lands, which had
been acquired, had challenged
the acquisition at all, the judge
was of the view that the pcti-
tioner himsell could not be
said to be aggrieved by the ac-
quisition, "

Further quoting the
Supreme Court order, Mrs.
Justice Pal observed that the
Supreme Court also provided
for India building a road above
and for below the surface of
the leased area for her exclu-
sive use, however, she viewed
that the Supreme Court had
obscrved that il was
‘'unnceessary to effect land ac-
cuisiiion cind ned that it would
be illegal,

Collcge girls
o
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The college was also declared
closced for the coming HSC ex-
aminations.

A senfor teacher of the col-
lege connected with conduct-
ing the elections told The
Daily Star that the situation
was peaceful until the activists
of BCL came to know about
their defeat at around 7 pm.
Monday. 1

The activists of BCL alleged
rigging in the elections and
went on the rampage inside
the college as soon as the re-
sults were declared. '

Some students ransacked
the class rooms, office rooms
and damaged furniture. They
also broke many of the win-
do of the college pelt-
ing brickbats.

The clash started when the
activists of BCL drove the JCD
activists out of the college
Monday night and took control
of the whole college ecom-
pound.

Clashes resumed Tuesday
morning when the JCI ac-
tivists forced into the college.

During the clashes on both
the days outsiders from both
groups backed the clashing
groups, cellege and police
sources said.

Several blasts were heard
from the college compound
during the chases and counter-
chases. Students were also
found loitering in the college
compound with iron rods and
hockey sticks.

Both the coll authorities
and the police officers on duly
confirmed that no one was
hurt during the incident and
that no arrest was made.

Deliverin



