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2 party activists

murdered

JHENIDAH, June 21: Two

tical activists were mur-

ed by rivals in the town and
in Shailkupa upazila on
Saturday, police said, reports
UNB.

Jatiyatabadi Jube Dal ac-
tivist Mahbubur Rahman (18]
was stabbed to death by, what
witnesses said, some armed
youths near Chuadanga bus
stand of the town Saturday

1.

Mahbub was chased and
caught by his assailants around
10-30 pm. He was stabbed to
death on the spot.

Local political sources at-
tributed the incident as a se:
quel to intra party rivalry in
the Jubo Dal

In another
Sukumar
Tribeni
was slaughtered by unidenti-
fled political rivals late
Saturday night, police said

Sukumar, said to be a mem-

incident,

ber of outlawed Bangladesher |

Biplobi Communist Party, was

called out of his house by an

armed group who Ilater
him.

Police, who recovered the
body from a nearby beel this
morning, said the murder may
have resulted from political

disagreement.

Villagers kill
Shibir activist
in Rangpur

RANGPUR, June 21: A
Shibir activist was killed and
three others were injured crit-

ically in a clash with villagers
in Sadar upazila this evening,

reports UNB.
Witnesses saild Mansur All, a
second year student of Islamic

His of Carmichael College,
and three others were seri-
injured in the clash at
rtari village at around 6
pm.

Mansur was declared dead
by the attending physicians al-

ter he was rushed to the
Rangpur Medical College

.Hospital(RMCHI).

Alzal Hossain (45) and
Kalam(50) . both farmers of
the village, and Jamaat worker
Hafizur (35) were admitted to
RMCH in critical condition.

Democratic Forum
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als, professionals and politi-

mtrmll‘ltnfﬂﬂa"lﬂ

T‘hc members of the com-
mittee announced Sunday in-
chude: Prof Zillur Rahman Sid-
digqui, Dr A R Mallik, Prof Fa-
zlul Halim Chowdhury, Prof
Moslemuddin Ahmed Chowd-
hury, Justice Debesh Chandra
Bhattacharya, Poet Shamsur
Rahman, Major General (retd)
Khalilur Rahman, Ziaul Hagq,
Barrister Amirul
Fakhruddin Ahmed, Advocate
Zahirul Islam, Commander
fretd) Abdur Rauf, Martuza
Khan, Shahed Ali, Dr Muzaflar
Ahmed, Dr M A Majed,
Maniruzzaman, Dr Zahirul Hug,
Engineer Sheikh Md Shahidul-
lah, C M Murshed, Syed Ali
Kabir, Jamil Chowdhury, Panna
Kaiser, Hashem Khan, Aly Za-
ker, Dr Sultan Hafiz Rahman,
Barrister Shafique Ahmed,
Barrister SC Das, Principal A A
Faizul Kabir, Advoecate Af-
saruddin Ahmad, Advocate AK
Badrul Haq, Dr Meghna Guha
Thakurta, Engincer Shamsul
Huda, Engineer Abu Muham-
mad Yusuf, Advocate Tobarak
Hossain, Dr Ahmed Rafique,
Advocate AFM Mesbahuddin,
Fazlul Haq Khandker, Advocatc
Nazrul Islam, Advocate Enayet
Peer, AOM Shafiqullah, Rathan
Ferdous, Advocate Abdul Baten,
Kazi{ Akram Hossain, Advocatc
Sagir Anwar, Advocate Abu
Muhamad Hashem and Advo-
cate Abul Hossain.

Atiqullah incident
Remarks informal,
AL clarifies

In a clarification to the
news flem "Where is Sayeed
Atiqullah” published in the
Daily Star of 19th June, AKM
Jahangir, Assistant Office Sec-
retary of Bangladesh Awami
League said the comments as
quoted in the report were
‘made by Sheikh Hasina alter

was on her way out.
' The Awami League leader
made inquiries about Sayced
Atiqullah’s whereabouts in ref-
erence to his write-up in
and did not expect
that her informal remarks
would form the subject of a re-
port, the clarification added.
The report, Jahangir said,
was written in a negative vein

and did not constitute respon-

sible journalism.

Das (30) of vilage |
in Shailkupa upazila |

Islam, |

' Police, however,
the press, briefing while she

Pdtce action mmde Nat:mnl Prm Club premises yesterdny
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At the portico, the police
with heavy sticks battcred the
motorbikes and screamed
"Come out you bastard journal-
ists",

About hundred ple were
injured out side the club
premises as the police baton-
charged indiscriminately and
lobbed teargas shells on virtu-
ally anything that moved on
the crowded Topkhana Road.

Suffocated journalists began
running for life inside the
Club, some lay flat hit by pel-
lets while passed on wet
handkerchiefs to their col-
leagues.

The police action followed a
series of baton charges against
reporters and press phologra-
phers on the Topkhana Road.

Yet carlier, police broke up
a meeting of the hartal organ-
isers at about 5-45pm near the
Baitul Mukarram Mosque.
Organisers alleged that police
brushed aside their repeated
requests to remove a large
number of Jamaat activists who
had gathered in the alley be-
side the House Building
Finance Corporation, some 50
yards [rom the venue of the

"First they tried to silence
the voice of the press, and now
they are trying to shoot jour-
nalists inside the Jatiya Press
Club,” said Abdur Razzak MP in
an emotion-choked voice.
Razzak arrived at the scene
immediately afler the rampage.

Even during thc impromptu
meeling of the DUJ, teargas
cannisters hissed over the
gathering while policemen
chased the people outside on
the road with batons,

A procession ol the journal-
ists to protest the assault again
came under attack by police
from behind, wilnesses said.

Angry journalists exchanged
words with the police officials
who pushed them inside the
Club with batons.

By 7-30, baby taxis started
for the hospitals with the in-
ured journalists smeared with

lood. They were escorted by
anxious fricnds and colleagues.

Qur DMCH Correspondent
adds: The injured journalists
admitted to the hospital were-
Humayun Kabir Hiru (Photog-
rapher, Daily Star), SM Gorky
(Photographer, Newsday]),
Khairul Alam Khair (Photo
grapher, Samachar), Kudrati-

Khuda [Rt.porl.:.r* Janapad),

Habib (Photographer, Rupali),
Ekaramul Huq Chanchal
[(Reporter, Nawroz), Shamsul
Huq Tinku (Photographer,
Bhorer Kagoj), Alam (Photo-
grapher, Alamin), Abu Taher
Khokon (Photographer, Mor-
ning Sun), Mamunur Rashid
(Photographer, Ajker Kagof),
Nooruddin (Photog-rapher,
Millat), Gazi Abu DBakar
Siddigqui [(Reporter, Ajker
Kagoj), Bulbul Ahmed (Pho-
tographer, Tclegraph), Al
Mamoon (Reporter, Bhorer
Kagof), Shohan (Photographer,
Ittefaq), Sailul Amin (Reporter,
Sangbad), Sawdcsh Roy
(Reporter, Rupali), Yasin Kabir
Joy (Photographer,
Albert (Desh Bangla), and Abul
Hossain (Banglar Banti).

Moreover, a number of
other journalists were given
first aid at the DMCII.

Other injured admitted to
the hospital included Moha-
mmad Akter Hossain (driver,
Sangram), Mohammad Sharif
(AL leader), Mozammel
Hossain (Joybangla Sanskritik
Jote worker), Dhali [Awami
Jubo League worker), Moha-
immad Azahar Ali (DMCH stall),
Kazi Noor Mohammad (AL
worker), Noer Mohammad

Rupali), -

Humn un Kabir Hiru, a staff
phntog'rnpher of Dally Star
was severely injured in
police action at Press Club
yesterday. — Star photo

Khan of Noakhali, Dipu, Selim,
Kimal and Ujjal.

DUdJ, BFUJ jt call

UNB adds: In the evening
the BFUJ and DUJ at a joint
mecting decided o observc
the 24-hour strike throughout
the country.

The journalist unions also
decid not to publish gov-
crnmenl press nolc on yesler-
day's incident but to ﬂ:pl'.'rrt ob-

jeetively.

L S s T

Ghatak Dalal Nlrm ul Eummlttee hruught out a prnceasmn in Lhe city }festerda}r during hartal hours.

clashes mark hartal
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. eas during the period.

Police beat people including
journalists in the arcas o
clear them up.

Several motoreycles of
working journalists were dam-
aged during the period,

When the people went into

. action, AL leader Abdur Razzak

was about to start his speech at

| the rally but could not do so as

police action was continuing.
later chased
the Jubo Command support-
ers.

The clashes later spread to
different lanes in Topkhana
and the Press Club area.

Police arrested 45 people,
mostly from the Purana Paltan
areas, during the day-long
hartal, a police source said.
The sources could not give the
number of tear gas shells used
or rubber bullets fired. But
witnesses said the number of
gas shells used was not below
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Thl_ Daily Star Corres-
pondents who visited different
parts of the capital saw that
pickets were almost absent in
some areas but that the hartal
was being observed spon-
taneously.

Several thousand pickets
thronged the Purana Paltan
area, the main trouble-spot
during Saturday's hartal, and
were also active fn Mirpur,
Farmgate, Kawranbazar,
Shahbag and some other arcas.

A few rickshaws plied in
the outskirts of the city. Police
chased pickets in the morning
al Mirpur.

BSD (Khaleque) leader Ab-
dullah Sarker was injured
when a cocktail blasted during
a procession led by him and
some other five-Party and PDF
leaders. It was not clear how
the blast occurred.

Police sources said that
several police men including a
senior officer were injured

_1_.. during the incident.
Coordination Committee
convenor Jahanara Imam mc-‘/

anwhile visited the Dhaka’
Medical . College Hospital
(DMCH) to see the injured
persons.

Our Stall Correspondent in
Chittagong adds: Sporadic
clashes in Chawk Bazar, New
Market, Andarkila, Agrabad

{ and Khatunganj areas of the
city marked the day-long har-

tal.
Chases and counter-chases

......

that took place between the
hartal supporters and the ac-
livists of the Jamaat and Shibir
left at least 40 people injured.

Three people were hospi-
talised in a serious condition.
Another unidentified injured
person was taken into police
custody at Andarkilla.

Several hundreds of crack-
crs were blasted.

All the educatfonal institu-
tions in the city remained
closed while government and
private offices, banks, business
and commercial houses oper-
ated partially with thin atten-
dances.

Vehicles remained off the
roads while shops remained
shuttered and markets closed.

Production in factorics was
seriously hampered as the
workers did not join the fac-
tories.

Chittagong Port operated
partially due to lack of trans-
port.

Organisers of the hartal, the
Nirmul Committee held a rally
at the New Market crossing in
the afternoon.

Our Stafl Correspendent
from Khulna reports : A peace-
ful hartal was observed here
today. Offices and banks
remained closed.

However, the Bangladesh
Bank office carried out its
functions.

Attendances in government
offices were thin and the Port
operated normally.

Tmim and launches contin-

|dustries tried to o

— Star photo

ued their operations during
the hartal period.

Our Narayanganj Correspon-
dent adds: Over 50 persons
including journalists and po-
lice officials were injured wh-
en police used lathis during a
clash between the Ekattorer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commi-
ttee and the musclemen of a
local BNP leader.

Witnesses said that the
musclemen armed with lethal
weapons emerged [rom the
house of a local BNP leader and
altacked a Nirmul Committce

meeting at Diamond  Hall
Square at 2.15 pm,

President of Narayanganj
city Awami League, Prof Nazma
Rahman was addressing the
meeting at the time.

Immediately a ‘clash
erupted and spread to Chasara,
Missfon Para, Fal Patti and DIT

‘Markel area.

~ Police then resorted to lathi
charge, lobbed teargas shells
and used rubber bullets.

Meanwhile, barring this in-
cident a peaceful hartal was
observed in the city.

All the offices and hnnks
were closed except the trea-
sury of Sonali Bank.

A number of garments in-

they were forced to close
down in the face of public re-
sistance.

A train from Dhaka had to

return as ple put up barri-
cades at Clg::am station at B:30
am.

_—Star photo

Police storm National Press Club, assault journalists

The meeting advanced 6-
point demand for immediate
acceptance by the government.
These are: 1) Resignation ol
the Home Minister and tmme-
diate dismissal of police offi-
cials including the police
commissioner responsible for
the Press Club incident.

(2) Judicial probe of the
barbaric action and pun-
ishment for the offenders.

(3) Apology the govern-
ment for he incident.

(4) Return of and compen-
sation for cameras and vehicics
ol journalists as well as dam-
aged property of the Press
Chub.

(5) Treatment of injured

malists,

(6] Guarantee against repe-
titton ol such incidents.

The union leaders dc-
manded resignation of the
llome Minister and the Ins-
pector General of Police and
dismissal of Meltropolitan
Police Commissioner Mirza
[Raqibul Huda and other police
ollicers responsible for the in-
cident.

A protest meeting will be
held at Press Club at 11 am to-

daql'.
Transport strike
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port workers were mainly
those of transport owncrs.
“They have no logic to go on
strike”.

Many of the transport
workers leaders have informed
us that they will not go for this
strike, Ahmed added.

A leader of the Federation
who wanted lo remain anony-
mous lold UNB on return [rom
the meeting, the decision for
the strike was undemocratic.
So-called decision was taken
without the presence of most
of the union leaders.

Transport union leaders of
Chittagong division and North
Bengal are opposed to the
strike and will run their vehi-
cles, the Federation leader
added.

Those who attended the
meeting held in the confer-
ence room of the Com-
munications Ministry and
continued till 11-30 pm in-
cludéed Manzurul Ahsan Khan,
Wajihuddin Khan, Shahjahan
Khan, Roy Ramesh, Abdur
Rashid and Habibur Rahman.
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NICOSIA, June 21: Lebanese kidnappers will again take

night Filc

Western hostages if there is no settiement 1o the Arab-lsrach

dispulte,
Sunday.The

iran's English-language
also called for the reicasc of Sheik

Tehran Times warned

Abdul-Karim Obeid, a Shi'ite Muslim leader Kidnapped by

lsrael

nearly three years agoe, and hundreds of other Lebancse

htldbylmlnrit--urm',nzmﬂmmmthuhm re-

Jackson still upset
with Clinton

ports AP.

WASHINCTON, June 21:

Jease Jackson declined o say

Sunday whether he will endorse Btll Clinton for president,

but said he hopes for "healing and bridge-building”
Democratic nominee-to-be. His remarks were the latest

from the
in a

series of exchanges touched off on Junc 13 when Clinton,
speaking before Jackson's Rainbow Coaliion. criticized rap
singer Sister Souljah's appearance al the samc meeting , re-

ports AP.

Public meeting

Froam Mage | Co
and Rcsistance to th: Hlﬂcr-

and Collaborators of 1971
called yesterday's hartal
Coordination Commitlee
Convenor Jahanara |mam,
Member-Secretary Prol Abdul

Mannan Choudhury and mem-
ber Abdur Razza MP, ad-
dressed the press brieling.

Besides, other committee lea-
ders including Nurul Islam
Nahid, Kazi Arel Ahmed,
Moinuddin Khan Badal, Dilip
Barua, Mirza Sultan Raja and
Tipy Diswas were present.

Profl Abdul Mannan while
announcing the programme
strongly condemned the police

Hasina condemns
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government”, she said.

In a stalement, Hasina sasd
this government spcaks elo-
quently about the freedom of
specch, of individual and of
the press but in reality it's
“heinous behaviour™ smaks of
autocralic men :

"Independence and democ-
racy loving people and con-
scious cilizens can never ac-
ccepl such a planned and das-
tardly attack on journalists”,
she added. “This unprovoked
altack on newsmen surpassed
all previous records ol repres-
sion on the press.”

llasina sympathysed with
the injured journalists at the
hospital and enquired aboul
their treatment.

Deputy Leader of the

. Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,

Matiur Rahman, Begum Sajcda
Chowdhury, Amir Hossain
Amu. Tofael Ahmed, Moham-
ma« Nasim, Matia Chowdhury,
Shahjahan Straj and Suranfit

| Scengupla accompaniced |lasina

during her visit to the hospital.

[3SS adds: Sheikh Hasina
has also congratulated the
people for making the country-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal a
success, an AL press release
said.

She alleged that many stu-
dents, youths, journalists and

political workers were injured

duﬂng the hartal in different

places includinﬁ haka city

_ Chittagong, Rajs

{
i
|

ganj and Khulna.

Sheikh Hasina called upon
the people to remain alert
against any conspiracy and
safeguard democracy, inde-
pendence and sovereignty of
the country at any cost,

She also called upon the
people of all strata to make

their contributions to the
struggle to give de an
" institutional shape, establish

rule of law and bring economic-

emancipalion.

action on journalists at the
Jattya Press Ch.l‘h and termed
the act a part of the govern-
ment conspiracy to curb the
freedom of the :

He held the Home Minister
responsible for the incident

reiterated the demand for
Home Minister's resignation.

Prof Choudhury also de-
manded resignation of the
Information Minister for the
Press Club incident.

Choudhury alleged that dur-
ing yesterday's hartal Coor-
dination Committee leaders
Pankaj Bhattacharya, AFM
Mahbubul Haq, Sarkar
and many workers were in-
jured by the ‘terrorists’ of the
Jatiya Juba Command and the
Jamaat-Shibir ciique.

Jahanara Imam condemned
attacks on supporters of yes-
terddy's hartal and journalists
by the police and the
‘government-backed terrorists
belonging to anti-Liberation
camp’ during and alter the
hartal hours.

“It's a government design to
foil the peaceful hartal,” she
said.

The government wants Lo
repress the press and curb
press freedom, she said adding
the inhumane attack on
newsmen at the Press Club was

a proof of the conspiracy.

Jahanara Imam thanked the
pressmen for helping o carry
forward anti-Golam Ax.un
movement.

BTV
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not spcak any cvil cither.

Sunday was thc day when
riot police stormed into the
National Press Club, [iring
sholgun cartridges and tear

s shells into the lobby and
ﬁl:hing out indiscriminately at
panic-stricken journalists. But
BTV neither saw, nor heard
any such ‘evil’.

Twenty journalists and
photo-journalists were woun-
ded in the police assaultl, some
from shotgun pellets, while
others, like our own Hiru,
were beaten into with batons.
But as far as BTV was con-
cerned, nothing of the sort

Instead, the TV station
which runs on public money
told the public about fighting

. in DBosnia-llerzegovina.

The 10 o'clock news
showed footage from police
action against black peoplc In
South Alrica. But there was not
a single mention of l'hl‘:
Bangladesh police going on
rampage im&i lhf)Pr“Ell Club
in Dhaka.

rate, but .
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