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KARACHI (Pakjstan), June

21: Pakistan money market

rates ahead of the auc-

the T-bills, deanlers said,
Reuter.

Most of the banks were in-
volved in Repo transactions till
the T-bills settlement date on
Tuesday, said a dealer at KASB
and Co Lid.

He said the seven-day matu-
rity repurchase agreement
(Repo) rates fell to 8.75/8.50,
compared with 11.00/10.50
and the Interbank call rates to
7.75/7.50, compared with
10.75/10.50.

UN-Iraqi talks on
oil sale

VIENNA, June 21: UN and
Iragi officials on Saturday con-
tinued talks on a possible one-
time dollar 1.6 billion sale of
Iragi oil to finance the pur-
chase of food and humanitarian
supplics. reports AP

A UN Security Council plan
to allow the oil sale, which
would also finance war repara-
tions, requires stringent UN
monitoring.

Iraq insists the monitoring
impinges on (1s sovereignty.
Two previous rounds of negoti-
ations on resumpltion of Ilraqi
ol sales have foundered

Kuwait, Spain talk

latest situation

MADRID, June 21: Senior
Kuwail investment office ofli-
cials met Economy Minister
Carlos Solchaga to discuss the
group s new situation following
a recenlt change in its man
agement slruclure, rcports
Reuter

An Economy Ministry
spokeswoman said the 45
minule meeting was a courtesy
visit and he could give no de-
tails. |

Kio s Spanish agent, Javier
De la Rosa, has announced he
is stepping down and a Torras
Board meeting last weck
reshullled management with
Kuwait's taking more direct
control

Financial scandal hits

Indian stock market

BOMBAY. June 21: India's
worst ever financial scandal s
taking its toll on investors, big
and small, with trading at a
virtual halt on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE), where
70 per comi of india's stocks
are lraded, reports AFP.

A recent government ordi-
nance to appoint a special
courl to try those involved in
the billion dollar scam, also
empowered the court custo-
dian to cancel and nullify any
stock transactions that Mehta.
the prime accused in the case,
could have entered into after
April last year

Biggest summer

harvest likely

HONG KONG, June 21:
Chinese offlicials expect this
year s summer harvest to be
one of the biggest ever despitle
earlier fears of a poor crop be-
cause of adverse weather and a
drought, the Xinhua news
agency rcported Tuesday, says
AFP
Mitsubishito explore

oil in Vietnam

TOKYO, Junc 2]: Japan's
Mitsubishi Oil Co Ltd said
Wednesday it planned to pro-
duce oil in southern Vietnam
alter obtaining exploration
rights from petro-Vietnam in
August, reports AFP.

A Mitsubishi spokesman
said, the ofl company has
reached a basic agreement
with their Vietnamese authori-
ties on the development of an
offshore oil field, off the south-
ern Vietnamese city of Vung-
Tau

India accused of
abusing villages

WASHINGTON, June 21. A

‘human rights group on
Wednesday accused. India of
abusing villages who are losing
their homes 1o the rising wa-
ters of a giant dam and urged
the World Bank to defend their
rights, reports AP.

Asia Watch accused Indian
police of arresting, beating and
threatening villagérs opposed
to the Narmada Valley project,
and it sald the government
failed to pay them for their lost
homes.

It warned
clashes during
weeks as

of possible
the next few

“ered by the dam's reservolir.
Phone call with
unfriendly states

NEW YORK, June 21: An
upstart phone company said

Friday it will allow customers

to make calls between coun-

tries that aren’'t on specaking

terms, reports AP,

International Discount Tele-
communications Corp said that

starting next week, it will
provide connections between
such countries as Israel and

Syria, North and South Korea

and the warring former
Yugoslav states. Such calls are
usually blocked by these na-
llons.

police eviclt residents
from the area that will be cov-

jected UN conditions

Business

Possibility of Iraqi oil export
e | WOrld market threatened

LONDON, June 21: Crude
oll traded quietly this
wee as market-players
awaited the result of talks be-
tween UN and Iragq officials,
due to start later Friday, on

possible resumption ol lragi oil
exports, reports AFP.

Traders, however, doublted
that agreement could be
reached, as Baghdad has al-
ready twice in the st re-
r a par-
tial hifting of the embargo in
place since the August-1990
invasion ol Kuwait.

A mood of expectancy also
dominated the coflfee market.
The world's producer and
consumer countries will re-
sume negotiations together, on
price-supporting measures
next week in London, for the
first time since the suspension
three years ago of international
export quotas.

On the London Metal Ex-
change (LME), zinc prices fell
sharply as the exchange's au-
thorities acted to end the
technical shortage which had
boosted spotl prices over re-
cent weeks.

Other base metals contin-
ued to match for signs of eco-
nomic recovery in the states,
with copper boosted by fears ol
supply disruptions and a better
outlook for US copper-con-
suming car and construction
industries.

Gold: Firmer. Gold priccs
recached a two-and-a-halfl-
month high early in the weck

" - §
Release of
hostages to
bring aid
for Lebanese

ISTANBUL, June 2]: Syrian
Foreign Minister Farougq-al-
Shara said he hoped the free-
ing of the last two Western
hostages in Beirul would
prompt the European Commu
nily to release frozen c¢cono-
mic assistance to Lebanon,
reporls Reuter.

"We hope that with his lal
est and [inal rclease of German
hostages the international
community, and in particular
the EC, would help the
Lebanese government in its
cfforts for reconstruction,”
Shara told Reutérs in an inter-
view

“In the past financial aid to
Lebanon was withheld because
of the Western hostages. Now
there are no longer Western
hostages in Lebanon and |
hope this will remove the ob
stacle to financial assistance
made by the EC towards
Lebanon.” _

The European Commission
said on Tuesday it expected to
resume financial cooperation
with Lebanon worth 166 mil-
Hon ECL f[ollowing the relcase
of the two Germans.

Trading craze I

may collapse
security market
in China

BEIJING, June 21: A bank-
ing official has warned that the
craze over trading stocks and
bonds could cause the collapsc
of China’'s two fledgling securi-
ties exchange, official media
reported Thursday, according
to AP.

Media reports said the un-
named official with the
People's Bank of China, China's
central bank, called the mar-
ket fever a "blind craze on
stocks and bonds.”

The reports did not elabo-
rate on how the markets could
collapse, but the bank official's
comments highlighted the
Communist governmenfs con-
cerns over financial speeula-

tion and Beijing's desire to
dghtly control trading.

Women hardest hit in former workers paradlse

WARSAW (Poland), June 21
. The new market economy
ended the lines Christiana
Lipack had to stand in for ev-
erything from food to shoes,
but put her on another one —
at the unemployment office,
writes AP.

It is a bad time to be a for-
mer worker in this former
workers’ state, and much
worse for a woman.

Employers do not want to
pay the liberal benefits still on
the books from the communist
“protection” of women, and in
a new capitalist system with no
rules against sex or age dis-
crimination, don't have to.

Had communism not [allen,
Lipack probably would have
spent the next 20 years as she
had the last 14 : pushing tele-
vision components around a
warehouse and, for most of her
other waking hours, hunting

necessities and small pleasures

for her family

The want is over, but so are
the jobs. Unemployment is
perhaps the most frightening

on continuea short-covering
and as petential scllers-pro-

ducers lmd Middle East specu-

lators held off in hopes of sec-
ing further

News t the Belgium
central bnnh had sold 202
tonnes of gold, or about half of
its total reserves, then briefly
pressured prices. Al the
sale has been completed over a
period of time without disrupt
ing the market, there were
fears of similar selling by other
European central banks.

In the long term, however,
analysts thought that a weaker.
dollar and mine closures that
could begin to construct sup-
ply should help prospects.
Prices resumed their rise
ahead of the weekend.

Silver : Firmer. Silver prices
moved in line with gold prices,
supporied early in the week by

improving US economic
prospects.
Platinum : Irregular. Plat-

inum was initially supported by
a better economic oullook in
the United States but then fell
back on fears of lower
Japanese imports this year.
Some Japanese trade house
projected that platinum im
ports would fall 1o about 58
tonnes in 1992 from 69.92

" tonnes in 1991,

Prices firmed again before
the weekend, following other
precious metals.

Copper : Firmer. Copper
prices were supported by
fears of supply disruptions and

better consumption
pmpectl Traders GNI said
that early June US car sales
and strong US housing starts,
together with signs of a pick-
up elsewhere in American
copper-consuming sectors, all
augur well for the copper mar-
ket in the medium-to-long
term.

On the supply side, negotia-
tion are still underway across
Asarco operations in the US
which include 450,000 tonnes
per year of cop refining ca-
pacity, and musnlud to strike
action if they fail. Agrecmont
had been reached at Noranda's
operations in Canada, which
have a capacity of 370 000
lonnes per year.

Zine : Lowcr. Zine prices kil

following the LME s dccision
lo end the ueecze Iin
market, which had taken |

premium lor cash metal over
three-month prices (backwar
dation) to nearly 200 dollar
per tonne recently despiie
record stocks on the ex
change, high producer inven
tories and subdued demand

Al an emergency board
mecting, the LME decided 10
impose a daily limit on the
backwardation. The technical
shortage of necarby supply.
which had boosted cash
prices, is thought to have been
rclaled to manipulation and

nol o lundamentals.
Coffee : Easicr aller steady

sturt. Collee prices lNrmed
carly in the week in anticipa

tion of progress at the June
22-26 meeting of producer
and consumer members of the
International Coflee sa-
thn (ICO). But caution wel

K:nmptlnl a slight reversal
In L

On Wednesday the chiefl of
the Brazilian delegation,
Clodoaldo Hugueney, warned
in Brasilia that not too much
would be expected from Lhal
meeting and pointed out that,
although producing countries
have on the need for a
si . universal marketl, they
still have to decide on individ-
ual export quotas and the vari-
ous sms of a new in-
lernational coflee agreement.

Sugar : Firmer. Raw sugar
prices reached their highest
level from 19 months following
New York and on rumours that
a major trade house was buying
lo cover commitments to the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS). But white
sugar rices were only
marginally firmer, pressured
by reports that 63,000 tonnes
of raztllan whites are awaiting
shipment.

A United States Department
ol Agriculture (USDA) report
lorecast a 1.8 millon tonne
growth in world sugar con
sumption te 113.3 million
tonnes in  1992-93. "Of
particular note is the rise in
Indian demand o 14 million
lonnes Impair (Its export
potential”, traders GNI said.

Indian billion dollar bond scam

CBI asked to frame specific
charges against Mehta, others

NEW DELHI, June 2] @ An
Indian Judge ordered detec-
tives probing a billion-dollar
bond scam Saturday 10 bring

specific charges against “big
bull’ Harshad Mehta, the al
leged mastermind, and 10

olhuers suspects, reports AFP.

Special Judge S N Variava
asked the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to come
back to his court Monday with
charges "pinpointing” the rolc
of Mehta and the other 10, the
Press Trust of India (PTI} said.

The Bombay-based judge
delivercd the order alter
Mchta's counsel argued for bail
on grounds that investigators
had brought no specific
charges implicating his client
in the scam, which has shaken
Indian banks and stock mar-
kets.

Variava remanded Mehta,
his two brothers and three
cmployees and five bank offi-
cials to CBI custody until
Monday when the court recon-
venes to decide whether or
not they should be given bail,

PTI said.

The 11 suspects haw: been
charged under a range of laws
dealing with cheating, breach
ol trust, forgery and corrup-
lion,

The scam surfaced in Apnil
with revelations that bankers
and brokers had colluded 1o
siphon money from the gov-
crnment securities market to a
booming stock market.

A central bank probe found
one billion dollars in Bank
funds had been diverted ille-
gally.

Mehta's attorney, K M
Desai, argued Saturday that the
banks and not his clienl were
to blame. Brokers only fol-
lowed "established business
and market practises,” he re-
portedly said.

Sixteen banks including the
State Bank of India (SBI),
American Express, Bank ol
America, and the Standard
Chartered Bank had provided
current account facilities to
Mehta for share transactions,
Desai said.

The scam erupted aller the
SBl was found not to have se
curilics worth more than 200
million dollars as shown in its
books. False book entries were
rcportedly made and the secu-
rities given to Mehta Lo play
the markets.

Judge Variava said he
wanted to know where the
moncy had gone.

"Where is the money, can
Harshad Mehta tell us 77, PTI
quoted him as saying during
the course of Saturday's pro-
cecdings.

Desal said Mehta s accounts
with SBI, India’s largest com-
mercial bank, would show not
just shares bought and profits
made but borrowing and lend-
ing transactions with other
brokers as well in which the
money had been "mixed up.”

On Saturday, Minister of
State for Finance Dalbir Singh
said in New Delhi the govern-
ment would not allow the
guilty to go unpunished
“however big or high” they may
be.

Japan rules out |

any change in
monetary policy

TOKYO, June 21: Bank of
JT: Governor Yasushi Micno
ru out any immediale
change in monetary policy
Wednesday while a top rulin
party leader reiterated his
for further liscal measures to

stimulate the economy, re-
ports AFP.
The central bank

Governor's stand came despite
mounting concern about the
fragile state of the Japanese
economy, as evidenced by

sharp plunge in local :harr
prices Wednesday to their
lowest level so far this year

“There will be no change in
our policy stance at all,” Mieno
sald, deseribing the current
phase of adjustment as the
toughest.

‘We have just begun front-
loading public works and we
will continue to watch how our
policy bears fruil.”

Micno, speaking at his first
news confercnce since the
Bank's quarterly survey of
business confidence last week,
sald the economy was likely to
slart recovering in the second
hall once inventories were fully
adjusted. He said the survey's
worse-than-expected outcome
would not lead to a change in
policy.

Shin Kanemaru, the influcn-
tial Vice President of the rul
ing Liberal Democratic Party
(1.DP), meanwhile rcnewcd
his demand the government
work oul a large scale supple
muntary budget to spur the
flagging economy
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Foreigners double
mvestment in China

BEWING, June 21 . in high technology.
investors are setting up sl'l-p The Chinese government is
in the Pudong Developmient finding high hopes on Shang-
Zone in Shanghai at twice the hai at a time when its eco-
speed they were last year, the nomic liberalisation policy is
China dafly newspaper said pichn‘up speed.
Sunday, reports AFP. Industrial growth in China's
it said 106 Sino-foreign largest city from January
joint ventures were approved through May was 19.8 per
in the first five months of this cent, nearly two percentage

year for Pudong, more than the poinis higher than the na-

total for all of 199 ). tional average, the Xinhua
The newspaper did not say news agency reported Sunday.
how much E investment

Huw:wr.uhnﬂlﬂpru

captal put up by the foreign of China, many state-run indus-

parties was, iries are finding themselves in
In the month of May alone, a precarious situation.

it said, Sino-foreign joint ven- “Profits are still dec

tures were being approved at
the rate of one a day.

Some 275 joint wventures,
with a total of 472 million dol
lar in foreign investment, have
so far been given the green
light to set up in Pudong.
across the H u River from
Shanghai’'s famous Edwardian
waterfront

Shanghal is tipped by the
Chinese authorities to become
a showcase of modern China.
with the Pudong district spe-
clalising in high technology
and [inancial service indus-
trics.

Chinese enterprises have
also been setting up in Pudong
at a clip similar Lo that of joint
ventures, with 104 approved

lor lextiles. light industry,
building materials, medicines
and computers,” the state-run

news agency said.

Privatisation of
Malaysian rice
board opposed

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21:
Malaysian consumers Fﬂ‘lf

National Paddy and Rice Au-
thority, arguing the move
would lead to spiralling prices,
reports AFP.

Hamdan Adnan, President
ol the Federation of Malaysian
Consumers Association, said
the National Rice Board should
not be privatised because it
was the sole agency dealing
with the production of the
country's staple food.

in January through May this
yuUar

China daily sald that, in
order to mecl the demand, ™ &
lourth zone within the Pudong
Zone, known as Zhangjlang, is
Lo be crealed. [t is o specialise

US to talk
'soyabean war'
with EC

GENEVA ([Switzerland)
June 21: The United States
has decided o open negotia
tions with the European Com-
munity (EC) to try to settle
their dispute over oilsceds
known as the “soyabcan war”,
US Ambassador to GATT Rulus
Yerxa said here, reports AFP.

Bul he added that Washing-
ton would not accept any com
promise in such talks that
would finjure¢ American soy

abean producers.

The envoy said thatl accep-
tance of the negotiation for-
mally requested by the EC on
Fridday at a meeting of the Gen-
cral Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade council would not entail
suspension of the legal pro
ceedings initiated by Washing-
ton to put lrade reprisals
against the Community into
eflect.

Last week, Washington pub
lished a list of EC products,
representing as much as two
billion dollar sin annual trade
volume, that will be hit with
prohibitive US duties as retali-
ation for what the United
States considers unfair EC
trading practices.

| vised trade deficit figures for

US trade gap hits
record high

WASHINGTON, Junc the
The US trade deficit soarcd 1o el
6.97 billion dollar in April,
surprising analysts by reaching
its highest level in 17 months,
the Commerce Department
said yesterday, reports AFP.

The government also re-

ear, the deficit has lev-
out an annual rate ol
51.95 billlon dollar against a
merchandise trade deficit of
65.4 billon dollar in 1991.
Most analysts said Lthey ex-
pect the trade deficit to con-
tinue rising this year, rcaching
a total of some 75 billion dollar
in 192 and about 100 billlon
dollar in 1993.
Mcanwhile, the Labour

Departgment announced thal
new claims lor jobless bonelits
dropped to 407,000 in the
first week of June, down 2,000
[rom revised [igures lor the
werk before,

March down to 5.58 billion
dollars from the original esti-
mate of 5.8 billion dollar.

The merchandise (rade
deficit in April was far larger
than analysts forecasts of some
5.4 bfllion dollar.

The sharp increase in the
deficit came from a 4.6 per
cenl fall in exports o 36.37
billlon dollar and a 1.6 per
cent rise in imports to 43.36

The trade delicit has be-
come a central issue of the

billion, the highest since a  presidential campaign  this
record import bill of 43 88 bil year, as the democratic-con-
lion dollar sn October 1990, trolled Congress has lashed out

The drop in exports was  al the White louse for failing

fucled mainly by a 727 million
dollars cut in acronautic sales,
while import levels were
boosted by a hike in ofl prices
that pushed c¢rude import
cosls up 16 per ecenl to 3.97
biliion dollar.

For the first four months of

to curb Japanese imports into
the United States.

Japan continues to be the
main source of the US trade
deficit, as the shortfall in April
rcached 4.21 billion dollar —
60 per cent of the total US
merchandise trade deficit.

Marcos's $5b Swiss gold deposit unearthed

MANILA, June 21: The late
dictator Ferdinand Marcos
spirited 5 billion dollar in gold

out of the Philippines and de-
posited it in Switzerland, the
Chairman of a body tracking
down Marcos's allcged ill-got-
ten wealth said hcre, reports
Reuter.

David Castro, Chairman of
the Presidential Commission
on Good Government (PCGG),
told reporters his office had
confirmed reports by industri-
alist enquire Zobel that Marcos
had recovered gold and jew-
eller left behind by Japanese
forces in the Philippines after
World War Two.

“l reported to President Co-
razon Aquino that report has
been confirmed.” Castro said,
adding that the gnv:rnm:nt

prospect as post-communist
Poland is swept by change.
Nearly 2.2 million Poles, raised
to believe a job was their
birthright in a full-employment
society, have been cast off by
factories and institutions des-
perate to survive,

Women make up 48 per
cent of the work force, but 53
per cent of the unemployed.
The Labour Ministry, which
still categories jobs as male or
female, says only 34 per cent
of vacancies are available to
women. That is one for every
115 women out of work.

Potential employers now
are free to advertise for male
chief accountants or [emale
secretaries, for a worker who
is young, childless or pretty to
look at.

"Qualified women are often
blatantly denied employment
nmply on the nds of their

" said a Helsinki Watch re-
p-nn issued in March.

"The reasons are often
given openly : women get
pregnant, have children, use

should open talks with the
heirs of Marcos and the
trustees in charge of the de-
posit so Manila can recover the
gold.

“It can be recovered with a
settlement with them,” Castro
stated.” It is confirmed that it
is in Switzerland”.

When Castro was asked if
the gold was worth 5 billion
dollar he said:” thaf is the es-
timate’.

Zobel said in a television in-
terview carly this month that
the gold was worth 35 billion
dollar but the government has
disputed that figure.

Castro added tHat a Swiss
national working for the PCGG
had recovered papers showing
Marcos may have deposited
another 14 billion dollar worth

maternity leaves and sick
lcaves to carefor children, and
thus it {s economically advan-
tageous for an employer to hire
men.”

Also,
Catholic
moting a
family.”

"Unemployed women don't
have any support,” said
Malgorzata Tarasiewicz, who
tried unsuccessfully to get the
Solidarity unjon to speak out
for women.

“It is the ideology of the
Christian nationalists,”
Tarastewicz said. "They would
rather see women going back
home. It is also for economic
reasons. Send women home
and the unemployment rates
will be lower."

The women who wait at the
Warsaw unemployment office
seem resigned to their plight
rather than angry.

“We don't rule here,” Renata
Janiszewska, who lost her
sales job in October, said with

a shrug.

powerful Roman

politiclans are pro-
“traditional Polish

|
Another $14b stash likely

of gold in Switzerland.

Marcos. who died in Hawalii
in 1989 after being over:
thrown in a 1986 popular re-
volt, had denied charges by
Aquino’'s government that he
looted the country's treasury.

He claimed he became rich
when he found the [abled trea-
sure ol Japanese General To-
moyuki Yamashita.

There has been no inde-
pendent confirmation that the
Yamashila treasure has ever
been recovered, offlicials say.

Castro said he would rec-
ommend to President-elect
Fidel Ramos that he open talks
with former First Lady Imelda
Marcos, the 62 year old widow
of the late President, to re-
cover the gold.

Vietnam grants
licences to two
foreign banks

HANOI, June 21: Vietnam
has granted banking licences
lo Frances' Banque Francaise
du Commerce Exlericcur
(BI'CE) and the Australia and
New Zealand banking group
(ANZ) olficials said Saturday,
rcports Reuler,

State Bank of Vietnam
granted BFCE a licence on
June 12 to open a branch in
llo Chi Minh city, Nicholas du
Pasquier, thec bank's llanoi
representative said.

AN7Z. was given a licence on
Wednesday to open up in the
capital Hanoi.

Communist Vietnam has
granted licences to six foreign
banks since April, including

lhrcr: other French banks and |

ADB to double borrowing

MANILA, June 20: The
Asian Development Bank.
which on Thursday launched a
500 million dollar 10-year
Eurobond, said it plans to bor-
row 3.1 billion dollar in 1992,
more than twice the amount of
its 1991 borrowing pro-
gramme, reports Reuter.

The Manila-based bank said
its borrowing programme for
the remainder of 1992 in-
cludes issues in the Yankce
market and the Australian
Matilda market, as well as a
second tranche of the AlID's
Dragon Bond issue, and i syn-

dicated loan in yen,

It said the rise in its bor-
rowing requirement had en-
abled the ADB to establish
benchmark issucs in yen and
Swiss franc carlicr in the year,
and now in US dollar and
Dutch guilder,

“The ADDB intends to con-

linue to bring to the market
large sized and liquid issues,”
il said.

The ADB last year under-
took eight borrowings totalling
1.29 billion dollar. The [irst
Asian region US dollar Dragon
Bond issue was launched si-

" multancously in Lhe capital

markets of Hong Kong,
Singapore and Taipei.

Thursday's issuec was its
largest [ixed-rate dollar
Eurobond. It also marks a rc-
lurn to the dollar Euromarket
after an absence of three years.
Its 300 million Dutch guilders
issue also marked the ADI's
rcturn to the Dutch capital
markct for the first time in six
yCars,

Pakistan's money market
was fnactive because of a cur-
few covering much of Karachi,
a dealer said,

"It is obviously connected
with the fact that, when the
kids are sick, women get sick
leave,” sald Bozena Marciniak,
a single mother of two laid off
from a glass factory. "This (s
what employers don't like.”

Communist-era laws pro-
vide child-care leaves for
mothers, bar women from 90
occupations in 18 industries
and make them retire five
years earlier than men. The
lowest-paid fields — nursing,
teaching and clerical work —
are mainly female and virtually
no women are in top positions
at the huge state-owned indus-
tries.

The new private sector of-
fers little hope. "Businessmen”
has become a Polish word, but
there is no female equivalent.
Most of the jobs new compa-
nies advertise in newspapers
are for people who can use
computers and speak English.

"They are looking for you
women, uI; to 30, pretty
speaking foreign languages,”
Lipack said. “There are no jobs

for women like us, who have
worked 20 years.”

Most Polish women lack the
education, experience and
connections necessary to enter
the private sector easily,
Renata Siemienska-
Zochowska, a Warsaw
University professor, said in a
study. "They are more vulnera-
ble than men to the wishes of
new businessmen, who prefer
to employ young men.”

Employment discrimination
is generally taken for granted
in Poland.

“The market dictates condi-
tions and employers decide
who they want to employ,” said
Lidia Marlicka, director of a
district employment office in
Lodz, a textile center where
women have been laid off by
the thousands.

"When a given employer
wants to hire a women or a
man, it is high right to do so.
May be | am a traditionalist,
but in opinion, the only

would be better w
for men, the husbands. In

China to ease
procedure to
adopt baby

BEWJING, 21: The govern-
ment plans to make it easfer
for foreigners to adopt Chincse
babies, an official news report
sajd Wednesday, according to
AP.

case, women would not have to
work at all.”

Three-fourths of the men
queslioned by Poland's largest
newspaper agreed that, "When
matertal conditions allow,
women should limit their ac-
tivitics to taking care ol the
house and looking aflter chil-
dren.” So did 60 per cent of
the women.

The National Christian
Union, part of the governing
coalition, called the survey a
warning to the "intellectually
shallow [eminist movement
pretending to defend women's
rights.”

To Magdalena Boniccka-
Nowicka of the [ledgling
movement, the response of the
women fllustrates the male
domination in Poland.

"These are the women
hrnughl up in a conscrvative
society,” she said, "and it does
not even come to their minds
they could have similar rights
to the men's rights, and that
they can decide about them-
sclves.”

The newspaper China Daily
said the Ministry of Civil Affairs
plans to set up a special center
to deal with the growing num-
ber of adoption applications
from abroad.

"The government has to
work oul dectailed adoption
ures so thal prospective
parents living abroad can go
through the formalities in a
shorter time,” the mwlp-pn
quoted an unidentified min

hlrynmchlum
it gave no Is of the

lanned changes. However,
ﬂnﬂnl a single office to deal
with applications could be a
boon for would-be parents who
now have to visit numerous
government offices | without
clear directions.




