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EARTH"
suffered great

this
planet has

terrible changes. Man
stripped the planet bare. Now
environmentalists believe we
left! No, not
we all die but 10
years for us to get a hold of
oursehes. Just 10 years to re-

Yes, there is still hope...

Pictures sent o earth [rom
satellites show an almost
peaceful and pristine planet.
Almost, because from that high
up there is much that cannot
be seen: the hole in the ozone
layer. global warming, fouled
rivers. dirty urban atr, exhaust
emitting vehicles, spreading
deserts, depleted rainforests
and mines, and all five or six
million of us are also invisible
from way up there. What can
be deducted are the effects of
all these on the planet.
Jacques-Yves Cousteau. now 81
years old and a pioncer in the
field of environmentalism, was
the first to realize how [ragile
nature is. He once said,
"Nature is cruel. nature is vio-
lent, nature does not know
what justice is”, yet nature is
beautiful. Our earth system
consists of a and dif-
ficult web of life — often vio-
lent. In an attempt to subdue
the violence, man has In-
vented various means to kill
discases, and germs, insects
and spiders. clegred forests,
drained swamps, dammed
rivers, mined mountains and
caves, killed off animals along
with countless people who
wore belice tntegrated  with
nature than all of us.

We al know exactly what
we have done to destroy the
environment, the list is end-
less and we have published
enough articles to make us all
environmentally aware. Now
we need to take steps o learn
what we can do to save the
planet. This list is just as long:
we can plant trees, stop abus-

ers spend ta

Saving the Earth and
QOurselves

by Naheed Kamal
uutﬁrﬂmmﬁlmmr are planting a thousand trees
cars, use less electricity and for all the milllons being cut
is to take note of what has are futile attempts to control
been done and what effects anything ! the people are not
they are to have. Our intent motivated enough to put an
now is to raise questions about  end to all the wrongs. ll.;rnnn
what kind of environmentalists amount of laws can put an end

:

become. and to con-
what else we need to
to Aight more effectively
t the despoilation of our

1

More than a hundred world
leaders came together to at-
tend the 12-day conference.
Unabated growth and devel-

have led to unimagin-
able destruction. Now this
once-secondary topic has
taken up the primary role in
world politics. Reuter reperts
that “each the world lead-
ng at the sum-
mit 16,500 hectares (40.600
acres) of arable land will tum
into dust.” Land abuse is a re-

to it. Every complex system
has an easy exit and these laws
arce the casiest to evade. Ev-
eryday we hear plaintive cries
about the unbearable heat wave
that is sweeping across the
nation, but do we stop to con-
sider why this is happening?
Why doesn't it rain? The an-
swer is simple: The weather
has gone haywire. Well it s
time to do something about it
What can we possibly do 10
save the planet?

Well. we can start by plant-
ing trees. Everytime a tree is
cut down, say the Mayans, a
star falls from the sky. At the
rate we are going. in ten years

A more realistic step is the afforestation programme.
At least some people are planting a thousand trees
for all the millions being cut down. So we pass laws.
Laws are futile attempts to conirol anything. If the

people are not motivated

to put an end to all

the wrongs, then no amount of laws can put an end

fo it.

sult "primarily of unavoidable
human faults,” claims Till
Durnhofler of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme
(UNEP). The theme for the
summit ts:rﬂmprtut: because
the greed sclfishness have
got to stop. Town planners go
on razing forests to the ground
and we read about Pakistani
troops burning down forests to
smoke out bandits on Envi-
ronment Day ! What do they
care about the temperature
rising and polar caps melting?
The governor of the state of
Amazonas in Brazil claims
"Environmentalism is a plot to
keep the Amazon poor.” Then
President Bush refuses to sign
the biodiversily treaty. What
they forget is that a deplcted
rain-forest in Brazil can eflect
the Alps and even Bangladesh
and so on so forth.

In the weeks of the summit
everybody went into a frenzy of
environmentalism. Vigorous
activities marked the occasion.
First and foremost came the
seminars and processions.
Where do these [it into saving
the planet? They all carry ban-
ners proclaiming their will-
ingness to help do the right
thing but what d does a
march do? A more realistic
step is the alforestation pro-

gramme. At least some people

time the sky will be void of
stars. The ecarth had an
approximate of 47% rain
forests but in a mere decade
nearly 7% of the trees have
been cut down. When the trees
are felled and we are nol
cutting down our carbon di
oxide production at the same
rate then there is more of this
poisonous gas in the
atmosphere and not enough
trees to make oxygen and so
the atmospherc gets warmer
and so the greenhouse effect
and so global warming and so
polar caps melting and so
floods and droughts and so on
so forth. Everything is related.
No matter how we try to be
islands it is not possible: we
arc onc big family and any
death in the family can and
will affect each and everyone ol
us either directly or indirectly.

Chemicals have posed as a
great threat to the environ-

menl. More than 80% of the '

creatures on earth are insects
or spiders. For every pound of
us there are 300 pounds of
them. An awful thought but
that is the truth. This every
awful thought led man to try
and kill them. Insects are of
course pests. They not only
crawl into our food, skitter
across floors at night and dis-
rupt picnics, but they also de-

ECYCLING is old hat in

the water busincss.

Thais are drinking the
same water that the Laotians,
Cambodians, Vietnamese and
Chinese have already qualled
and then swilled down the
Mckong River.

The walter one drinks today
may contain water molccules
that were En of the soup of
Genghis Khan, or which may
have helped quench the thirst
of a dinosaur millions of ycars
before them.

Water s the ultimate
amongst the world's rencwable
resources. Virtually every par-
ticle of liquid, solid and gas is
connected by the hydrological

cycle which continuously

transports vast quantities of

water around the ﬂubc.
removing walter ere,
rencwing it Lthere.

However, the wvolume of

freshwater which is readily ac-
cessible for mankind to use —
the water resource — is but a
tiny portion of the tptal trans-

ried globally by the hydro-
Egir:nl cycle. This accessible
water is mainly in rivers,
reservoirs and lakes or situ-

ated a short distance below the

ground (the water level).

“There can be no issuc that

more conclusively demon-

strates the integrated nature of
environment and development

than that of freshwaler,” says
Maurice F Strong,
‘General, United Nations Con-

ference on Environment and

Development (UNCED).

Agriculture, for cxample, is
almost totally dependent on

the regular supply of freshwa-
ter, accounting for

two-thirds of its use. An esti-
cent of frrigation
before it ever

mated 60

water is lost
reaches a plant.

Irrigation becomes very ex-
pensive when more than half
the water is wasted. The cost
in terms of unﬂmumnt:lh
wi

sofls, widespread
sofl nﬁidlylnﬂdtpm

g R
contami-
nated by texic chemicals and
hazardous wastes, and some of

is even higher

ter are inc

Sccrectary-

Water — the Precious Natural

Resource Abused

thesc substances can c a
serious threat to health on the
timescale of hundreds of years,
says Mr Strong. Health, of
course, is most di associ-
ated with problems in the
supply of freshwater.

In developing countries di-
arrhoca causes between four
and five million deaths annu-
ally in children under [ive
years old. In the first two ycars
of life, as many as 15 of every

trics arc caused through the
‘ngcstion of contaminated wa-
ter.

During the International
Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade (1981-90),
for the first time about 1,600
million people reccived water
supply. About 780 million peo-
ple also received adequate
levels of sanitation for the very
first time.

In rural arcas the incrcasc

In the atmosphere, on the Earth's surface, in the soil
and in the rocks beneath the soil, life is sustained

and nurtured by water

1,000 children will die from
diarrhoeca.

Yet the World Health Organ-
isation says water and sanita-
tion improvements can reduce
the overall incidence of infant
and child diarrhoea by one-
quarter and, more important,
total infant and child mortality
by more than one-hall.

Alrcady, over 80 per ccnt of

all discasc and over one-third
of deaths in devcloping coun-

in scrvice was particularly
dramatic : the level of safe wa-
ter coverage rose from 30 per
cent to 63 per cent of the
population. The number of ad-
ditional people recefving urban
sanitation services rose by 360
million.

At the end of the Water
Decade in 1990, the ::fply of
both drinking water and sani-
tation factlitics incrcased no-
ticcably but failed to kecp pace

stroy crops and kil millions

with the discases they
carry. But try as we we
cannotl control them. are
losing the war” because
biology 1s on other side.
Hopes of ridding us of all
forms of deadly insects came
to surface at the end of World
War [, unleashing a half-cen-
tury of all-out chemical warfare
against the bugs. And now our
rivers. lakes, oceans, air and
soll are laced with these
deadly chemicals and so are
wel

According to the World
Health Organisation(WHO) pes-
ticides are responsible for
more deaths in tﬁ developing
countries than all the major
discases. It is even more fronic
to find that some of the more
widely used agro-chemicals are
derived from substances which
originated in Nazi laboratories
during the World War., where
these were made to kill -
ple. not ts. Some of these
are so le that a single drop
in the eye can mean death
Unlike humans who take for-
ever to adapt. pests have an
amazing ability to adapt to cir
cumstances. If we zap them
long enough with all these
stuff. then they become im-
mune to the poison. Eventually
this resistance buflt-up makes
them even stronger. Thirty
years ago Rachel Carson wrote
"Stlent Spring”—the sad tale of
DDT's effect on the eco-sys-
tem. Because pesticides poison
the entire system. we end up
paving the path for our own
destruction each time we try
to introduce a stronger means
of destroying pests. Nature (s
much too strong for us to
combat. The tables seem to
turn on us cach time making
us, the attackers, into the vic-
tims. Like pesticides plastics
are leaving behind traces of
carcinogens all over the place
A new craze Is to recycle ev-
erything. However in our coun:
try this process is yet o be in-
troduced. As a matter of fact
recycled drawing paper costs
more than non recycled paper
Plastic {s the most difficult to
get rid of so it is recycled from
old junk into new: old bottles
and caps into dolls. Plastics are
not bto-degradable and take
forever to disintegrate, even
when it does it leaves behind
poisonous residues and can
cause CANCeEr.

The reason we need to-
“care and share” is because we
are hoping that the juture gen-
erations won't come out of this
ordeal looking like E.T with 4
hands and 6 legs 11?7

Perhaps environmentalists
are fanatical and morbid about
their cause. Yet, if you took
time out to notice the beauty
and wisdom of nature. then
you too will get fanatical. The
fact is, saving the planel
means saving ourselves.

with population growth.
In 1990, 31 million more

pcople were unserved by waler
supply and 85 milllon more
wecre wilhout sanitation ser-
vices than in 1981, And by the
ycar 2000, many countries will
have only about halfl as much
watcr as they had in 1975.

In absolute terms, there are
still an estimated 1.23 billion
people in developing countries
without access to adequate and
safc waler supplics and 1.74
billion without access to ap-
propriate sanitation.

The total cost of attaining
universal coverage by the year
2000 is estimated at US$36
billion per year — or USS815
billion for water supply and
US$2] billion for sanitation
per yecar.

The Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) has also
devised a 10-year plan to pro-
mote wiser use of water. It
tackles main problems like in-
efficient use, salinisation and
waterlogging, drainage and
pollution.

— Depthnews Asia
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How Do You Tell the Rich to
Cut Down on Cars?

by Niala Maharaj

N old song in Trinidad
goes: “If you don’t have
nowadays a dog
is betiter than you.” This,
according to many Third
World vernments, is the
theme of the talks leading up
to the United Nations
Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), to
be held in June in Rio de
Janciro.

Many regard the so-called
Earth Summit as a potential
walcrshed in modern history,
with the global community to-
gcther deciding whether 1t 1s
to have a future or not.

The largest-ever number of
world lcaders will come to-
gether to sign an Earth
Charter and launch a plan of
action lo save the planct.

In March the final round of
multilateral talks to draflt the
documenis takes place at the
UN in New York. Il the three

of discase for lack of clcan wa-
ter, .
Why should we cut the use
me-:durmhlu
cnough clectricity for factories
upn-dun:huitp-dt-—-nd

to play ball with upsiarts
crawling

out from wunder

In June world lcaders are to sign an Earth Charter

and launch a plan of action to save the planet.

It will

happen at the UN Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro. Central to the
arguments there will be conservation of energy. The
developing world, reports Gemini News Service, is
asking why it should cut the use of energy when it
does not have enough electricity for factories to

produce basic goods.

none of us is wasting power
blow-drying our hair? How can
we tell our people not to clear
forcsts to plant food?
Europcan delegates In
Genceva knew that, for gnee,

World environment pian isunched in 65 cities proposes

spending §1,288 billion between now and year 2000

Part of money would come from military spending cuts

The packan
i bithons of doliars

carlicr rounds arc anything Lo
go by the whole process {s un-
likcly to produce much result.
So lar thcy have merely be-
come a battleground — North v
South, rich v poor.

At the last session in August
in Geneva, Third World repre-
sentatives charged thal
UNCED is aimed at protccting
cndangered animal and plant
specics at the expensc of onc
alrcady suflfering — homo sapr-
cns,

The measures proposcd —
for reversing pollution and de-
forcstation, halting climatc
change, Hmiting use of natural
rcsources, rcstricting move-
ment of hazardous wastes and
controlling industry — created
outrage.

Why should we impose ex-
lra Laxcs on waler consump-
tion to conscrve world sup-
plics, thcy demanded, when
hall our populations are dying

in countries whose
they cannot even

pronounce.
“Open r_rlht."thr_r?n
intoning at every session of the
conference, whether to be on

rich countries to cut not to exceed 80

to B0 by 1% a year till
2000 and then by 2%

the poor were on the oflcnsive.
Haunted by an environmcn-
tally -conscious clectorate, the
Nordics, Germans and Dutch
had to reach some accommo-
dation with the dclegates from
iilwanda, Gabon and Malaysia
who control vital bits of the
planet's dclicate cco-system.
So Dutch Ambassador Leon
Mazaraic announced that the
European Community was will-
ing to trade ecnvironmental

rcgulations for “devclopment
assistance.” In other worlds.
cash.

The gquestion then was: [ow
much and in what from? The
Alricans chorused “debt write-
ofl.~ The Europeans countered
with “increased aid” and
"transfer of technology”.

And everybody happily sct-
tled down to work out terms,
some Third World govern-
ments willing to overlook the
fact that any ncw assislance

occans, forests, atmosphere,
hazardous wastes, climate
change or whatever.
“Transnational industry is the
best means of bringing clean
technology and rlasting
prosperity to the Third World.”

"Transnational industry”?
The poor countries wondered.
Who do you think pushed the
polluting industry down our
throats in the first place? Who
told us that our good old peas-
ant agriculture was obsolete

and insisted we usec pesti-

- cides?

"Who is to blame?7” Mexico's
ambassador quoted a woman
poet from his country, "She
who sins because she is paid,
or he who pays to sin?”

Everyone knew it was mere
posturing. Just as Western
politicians desperately need an
agreement on climate change
and global warming to forcstall
creeping green parties, so too

smaller fridges and fewer

There is a glimmer of hope,
however, from large cnviron-
mecnital ng groups around
the world. And what has
started as a stand-off between
Third World groups and pow-
erful Nerthern organisalions
like Greenpeace could turn
into a meaningful dialogue on
the relationship between
North-South cconomi~ ar-
rangements and cnvironmental

degradation.

Many Northern environ-
menialists confess that they
had ncver been exposed to
these arguments before. A
good many scem convinced by
them and humbicd the sci-
entific expcrtise Third
World lobbyists bring with
them.

These are the people who
have forced environmental fs-
sucs on the global political
I?ndll* They have a good deal
0 c:rcnct in lobbying and

risd

popu ng ccological issucs.
Perhaps in the next few ycars

their perspective will expand
and begin to sccp into public
discussion in the industrialiscd
world.

Perhaps, just perhaps,
there is hope for the human
race after all. Probably not by
the Junc summit, bul, if God
gives us the second chance we
do not deserve, sometime in
the future.

llowever, as the Mexican
Ambassador observed, “the en-
virbnhé it s ho longef a long-
term issug, We cannol afford to
[afl this time." — Gemini News

Niala Maharaf is a Caribean-
born [reelance journalist now
ltving in Amsterdam. A Jormer
editor of the Sunday edition of
Trinidad Express, she has
contributed to, among others,
Far Eastern Economic Review
and South China Morning Post.

Damaged
Hits Agriculture

F the present trends con
tinue, the world in the
year 2000 will be more
crowded, more polluted and
less stable ecologically. As a
result, for hundreds of millions
of the desperately poor. the
outlook for food and other
necessities of life will be no
better. ~

Perhaps this can be at-
tributed to the worst environ-
mental degradation during the
recent years, which in the long
run will accelerate the detert-
oratfon and loss of the re-
sources essential for agricul-
ture.
The outstanding effects of
continued environmental
degradation may be listed as
soil erosion, loss of nutnents
and compaction of sofls, crop
damage due to increasing air
and water pollution, loss of
high quality cropland to urban
development and regional wa-
ter shortages caused by irriga-
tion where forest losses arc
scvere and the earth can no
longer absorb, store, and regu-
late the discharge of water.
Besides, there are some other
reasons which may slightly af-
fect the overall situation like
increasing salinization of both
irrigated land and water used
for irrigation, and extinction of

= i

Environment Badly

by Mohammad Ahsan Kabir

local and wild crop strains
needed by plant braider for
improving cultivated varietics.

Environmentalists have rea-
soned desertification as one of
the terrific nightmares so far
which ts the sole destroyer of
the soil surface. This is hap-
pening with the spread of

woody plants for fuel ensures a
variety of ecological ¢ s
that destroy the cover of vege-
tation and fertile soil.

At present world's desert
arca stretches about some 800,
millon hectare and would cx-

pand by almost 20 pcreent by
2000 as an increasing number

Environmentalists have reasoned desertification as
one of the terrific nightmares so far which is the sole
destroyer of the soil surface. This is happening with
the spread of desert-like conditions in drier regions
and heavy erosion in more humid areas.

M

desert-like conditions in drier
reglons and heavy erosion in
more humid areas.

At present at around six
million hectares a year are be-
ing desertified including 3.2
milllon hectares of rangeland,
2.5 million hectares of rainfed
cropland and 125 thousand
hectares of irrigated farmland

Environmcntalists predict
that desertification due to
overgrazing. destructive crop-
ping practices and use of

ol people in the world's drier
regions pul more pressurc on
the land to meet their needs
for livestock range. cropland
and fuel wood. According to
the United Nations, about two

billion hectares of land are

identified as "high" or "very
high” risk areas.

Losses due lo improper ir-
rigation. reduced fallow” peri-
ods, cultivation of steep and
marginal lands. and reduced
vegetative cover can be ex-

pected to accelerate the pro-
cess. especially in North and
Central Africa. the humid and
high-altitude portions of Latin
America, and much of South
Asia. In addition. the increased
burning of dung and cro
wastes for domestic fuel will
deprive the soil of nutrients
and degrade the soil's ability to
hold moisture by reducing its
organic content.

in the industrialised re-
gions, soll losses are more se-
vere as they are frequently us-
ing chemical fertilizer. herbi-
cide, and pesticides which in
the long run lead to losses of
solid organic matter, reducing
the capacity of the soil to re-
tain moisture.

Damage to and loss of irri-
aled lands are vital reasons
or devastating environmental
consequences on agriculture.
It is too tough indeed to main-
tain the irrigated lands long
and about half of the world's
irrigatcd land has already been
damagcd to some extent by
salinity. alkalinity, and water

logging. However. it can be
prevented il careful considera-
tion of soil and attention to
drainage. maintenance and ap-
propriate water-saving designs
are ensured properly.

NVIRONMENTAL con-

servation does  not

prove itsell eflectively
in speeches by politicians, ex-
perts conferences or theorcti-
cal programmes — but in the
daily round of working life.
Motor-vehicle workshops take
good care not to simply drain
used ofl onto the ground or
into the sewers, painters avoid
the use of lead paints. In de-
molition work, the asbestos
remains are carefully col-
lected; lady customers are
asking their hairdressers in
increasing mecasure {f their
hair sprays contain propel-
lants. Two years ago, the
Hamburg-based Chamber of
Handicrafts set up ils own
"Environment ncy”, com-
plete with data bank, lo pro-
vide businesses with advice.
The first service of this type in

Germany has progressed so

by Dieter Dollken

successfully that il ‘can now
cover its costs without further
state subsidies.

The "core” of this agency is
"§-UM-PLUS", an environ-
ment-protection data bank, set

are refuse, soll, air, radiation,
noise, recycling, water, cn-
ergy. resource-sparing pro-
cesses, health and landscape.
Practical examples : a firm
is seeking information on in-

M
Two years ago, the Humburg-based Chamber of
Handicrafts set up its own "Environment Agency’,
complete with data bank, to provide business with
advice. The first service of this type in Germany has
WMHIWM&MHMMEMM
cost without any state subsidies.

up in r:ul-l:;rlttnn with the vestmenis n a IEF desul-

German savings-bank organiza-
tion and accessible from all
parts of Germany. Its purpose
is to help in the search for
suitable business partners, for
the suppliers of environment:
oriented products and ser-

vices. _ru.nh:r areas covered

hurization plant, another is
king for an amalytic waste-
waler chemist. Someonc wanits
to plant on his work-
shop roofl or use rainwaler (o
tn cars and flush tollets.
Bakers are provided with in-

formation on tlechniques for

Environmerital Conservation for a Future Market

re-covering heat. Tips on
waste disposal are specially
assembled for painters and
varnishers.

So far, the environment
agency has prepared compact
information leaflets for more
than 30 handicralt occupations
in respect of their environ-
mental problems. They are also
available collectively in a hand-
book. In this way, artisans arc
being encouraged lo practice
environmental conservation in
their businesses and made
aware of the great future mar-
ket opportunities in this sec-
tor.

Internationally, the Ham-
burg environment agency Is

ritcularly hnnhju on the
E:nrnmun deficits h have
to be made good in environ-
mental protection in Eastern

Europe. (IN-Press



