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The signboard outside pro-
claims the shop as a beauty
parlour. But instde the two-
room untidy shop it's a differ-
ent business: massage for male
customers by young girls. The
usual fees: Tk 100 per person
per hour.

The so-called massage bars
under the cover of beauty par-
lours or hair-dressing salons
have registered a stecady
Emﬁh In capital Dhaka since

te 1980s. hn*nrding to an

unofficial estimate the city has
now more than 200 massage
parlours employing aboul
3,000 masscuses, most ol
them poor teenaged girls and
some divorced mothers in
their 30s.

Massage, according to dic-
tionary, is an act ol pressing
and rubbing the body, espe-
cially of muscles and joints
usually with hands. It helps to
relax still muscles and lessen
pain. But it's olten difficult to
draw the line between decency
and obscenily in massage as in
most cases the clients are
males and who serve them are
females.

Though Dhaka's [ive-star
hotels have legal health clubs,
including massage [acilitics
there is hardly any trade M-
cences for the common beauty
parlours or hair-cuttihg shops
to do this business. Still, it
gocs on and the sponsors sec
nothing wrong.

"We are commilting no
erime nor doing any immoral
activity here,” said Sattar Mas-
ter who runs three such shops
in Dhala.

Sattar, who heads an associ-
alion of such beauly parlours,
belicves the trade is bencliting
poor women.

The organisers of the
Democratic Forum, [loated yes-
terday. have vowed to identify
the problems of socicty and
will strive to remedy them on
the basis of consensus.

"We want to evaluate the
problems from a non-partisan
attitude, ... to formulate poli-
cies and guidelines in order to
light poverty, terrorism, cor-
ruption”, Dr Kamal Hossain,
the new body's Convener, told
a spontancous audience of a
seminar titled "Democracy,
Rule of Law and National
Economy” yesterday afternoon.

"We've developed a ten-
dency to conceal the realities

.. our objective would be to re-
veal”™. Hossain, also an AL
leader, said.

“"We begin our journey lo-
day, ... | believe we can fight
successfully the problems like
terrorism on campuses ... in
phases, in democratlic man-
ner’, Dr Hossain who presided
over the seminar added.

"Political management is

the core of all crises”, said
Barrister Amirul Islam.
He regretted that “the vice-

tories we achieved in our long
history of struggle could nol be
suslained”. 2

An emotion-choked Syed
Ishtiag Ahmed likened the
country's political scenario to
the Gresham's Law where bad
money drives away good
money

Politics has become an for-
bidden area for those who are
educated, free thinkers?

On the budget, he said edu-
cation got the highest only in
paper not in real terms.

"The budget contains bor-
rowed knowledge, cliches the-
ories”, said the noted lawyer
denouncing the massive indi-
rect tax provisions — more
than three-fourths of the total
Lax.

Profl Rehman Sobhan, a
former Director General of
BIDS, spoke of a pﬂlig of
‘governance’ that shou
adopted in the light of the

country's neceds, necessitics
and realities.

Sobhan, who served as an
adviser Lo President

Shahabuddin Ahmed's interim
administration, said thcre was
nothing new in the budget but
found "some good reformative
measures.”

Prof Mozaflar Ahmed, a
noted economist, alleged vio-
Jation of two basic principles
of economy in a democracy —
no taxation without represen-
tation and no expenditure
without legislative authorisa-
tion.

By Asiuzzaman

"Though many think this
busincss as immoral, we don’t
think there should be any legal
restriction for women working

in beauty parlours or hair-cul
ting shops,” Sattar said.
He compared the plus

points of the business with
those ol garments industry and
said, "We are employing poor
and helpless women like they
do in the garments [actories.”

Young girls employed in
this business say poverly has
forced them to take up this
job, though they are aware ol
the fact that the society is still
not ripe for this kind of work,
especially by women.

“I'm nol commitling any
erime. What | do here is no
different. from what men do in
barber's shops,” said a woman
working at a city parlour. In
reply to a question she re-
torted: "Why do you ask me
this question? Will the socicly
feed me and my [amily? The
woman lost a job at a handi
crafts shop a year ago.

Legally, it is wunclcar
whether one can run a mas-
sage bar or not. But officials al
Dhaka City Corporation say il
has issucd no permits or trade
licences for any massage par
lour in the city.

According to the oflicials
those who are engaged in mas-
sagc business have permissions
for running hair-cutting shops.

Police often find it difficult
to enforce the law. As there is
no bar for a woman to work as
a hair-dresser or beautician,
police can take action only
when they catch the offenders
red-handed. In some recent
raids police arrested many al-
leged masseuses, their em-

By Staff Correspondent

lle deplored the facts that
“the JS [inance commitiee
cannol discuss the budget, the
MPs have no role when the
budget is revise in December...
and as the House continues
discussion on budget the gov-
ernment gets a permission to
spend for the [first three
months at least at level of the
previous year.”

Referring to the proposed
budget 1992-93 Prof Ahmed
said: "It's a reactionary budget
in the sense that the Finance
Minister reacted to the
changes in the first and sec-
ond worlds.”

“This is a budget of vested
interest, for a vested interests,
by a vested interest.”

Suggesting a change in the
procedure of budget formula-
tion, the Professor called for
ensuring popular participation
in the process and reducing
the role of bureaucracy and
technocracy.

S AMS Kibria, a former
Foreijgn  Secretary, empha-
sised on bringing back the
sense of security the citizens
without which "talk of democ-
racy and the rule of law is

meaningless.”
"Whatever consensus is
given, there won't be invest-

ment without this sense of se-

Massage parlours proliferate

ployers and customers. But the
raids touched ofl protests s
many alleged that genuine
hair-cutting shops were un-
necessarily attacked.

"It becomes very difficult
for us to act. The unscrupulous
massage parlour owners main-
tain a strong network of
surveillance. They can turn a
sleazy massage shop into a
genuine hair-cutting salon
overnight,” said a pelice offi-
cial.

Still, there arc complaints
that police are not sincerc
enough to deal with illegal
massage parlours.

Even Sattar Master, who
owns three parlour shops
would admit that the fair rules
of the business are not maih-
tained by all in the business.

"Our association has system
to check those who may en:
courage immoral activity in our
business,” he said adding that
his association is .trying to
build this prolession in linc
with organised industrial
labouy.

He said the associalion
helps the employees increasc
their skill through training. It
also plans 1o build a hostel lor
the women workers and pro
vide them with transport.

Many worry that these mas
sage parlours may gradually
develop into mint brothels.

Bangladesh Society for En-
[orcement of Human Rights
view the trade as a sort of
"scxual exploitation of women.”

“These girls take the job
becausc of poverty. The best
wiy Lo stop this sleazy busincss
is to arrange alternative jobs
for these women,” said an ofli
cial af the society.

Democratic Forum pledges to
work on basis of consensus

curity”, the former Excculive
Secretary ol ESCAP said

Dr Fasfuddin Mahtab, a
[ormer Planning Ministler,
praised the "basic approach ol
the budget” but ‘disagreed’
with the "whole-sale liberalisa-
tion of trade”.

Profl Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, a former Vicc
Chancellor of JU, made an ap
peal to guard against any
threat to democracy.

"True, we've achieved
democracy... bul we've to be
vigilant”.

Prof Wahiuddin Mahmood
spoke for "rule of economic
law™ in the country and
stressed Lhe need for restoring
confidence on the financial
scctor.

Dr Meghna Guhathakurta, a
teacher of International
Relations at DU, said
"democracy in our country {is
threatened by the militarisa-
tion of socicty”. Referring to
the military budget, she argued
that the military should also
be accountable like other gov-
ermment institutions.

Syed Ali Kabir, a former
Deputy Governor ol Lhe
Bangladesh Bank, made a
strong plca for a second cham-
ber ol parliament.

.
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city yesterday in support of tomorrow's hartal.

Tinbigha
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file the petition

The court will pass the
order on the petition on Mon
day next.

Another report says: The
RSP leader, Sourin [Bhal
tacharya, MP, today called for

renewed efforts Lo send an all-
party delegation to Tinbigha to
allay the fears ol the pcople of
Kuechlibari and avoid any
‘unplecasantness” in imple-
menting f(he Indo-Bangla
agreement rcegarding lcasing
out of the corridor to
h.

Bhattacharya, in a statement
here, criticised the Congress-|
for opting out of the all-party
delegation in the last moment
leaving the implementation of
the pact only at the hands of
administration and law enforc-
ing machinery without proper
political initiative at the vital
concluding stage.

He said it was "unlortunalc’
that the Congress-l, which
being the ruling party at the
centrc was recsponsible for the
execution of the agreement
withdrew itsell from such a
Imove,

The RSP leader said “let us
in no way undermine the im.
portance of even the last
minute political initiative to
win over the people of Kuch-
libari.”

Meanwhile, the state unit of
Janata Dal said that the parly's
national executive in its meoct
ing in Delhi tomorrow, would
discuss the prevaifling situation
at Tinbigha.

Awami L;engue (top) and Five-Party Alliance (hottom) held two separite public FHFFtHI;.',"!- n

- Star photo

Hartal tomorrow
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urgumﬁud puhlic meclings 1n
the city yesterday calling upon
the people to make tomor
row's hartal a total success

The Patriotic Dcmocralic
Front (PDF) held a public
meeting at the Purana Palton
Crossing in the alternoon.

Chaired by PDF Convenor
Pankaj DBhattacharjya. the
meeling was also addressed by
Nurul Islam Nahid, Dilip BBarua,
Alhaj Abdus Samad and
Ahmedur Rahman Azmi.

Addressing the mecting,
Pankaj Bhattacharjya of the
National Awami Party [(NAP). a
component of the PDF, asked
the DBNP Chiel and Primc
Minister Khaleda Zia as to how
she was ‘shaking hands wilh
the [ascist Jamaat-Shibir
group’ betraying the causes of
the united movement that
ousled the autocratic regime.

You (the PM] must decide
whether you will belong to the
pro-liberation democraltic
forces or to the anti-liberation
forces’. he commented.

The PDF leader also blamed
the government for patronis-
ing the Llerrorists. "Democracy
could not be established by in-
dulging in tcrrorism,” he re-
marked.

The CPB lcader called upon
all concerned to resist the
anti-liberation fascist forces
unitedly.

The Five-party combine at
its public meeting in front of
the GPO reiterated thc dc-
mand to the governmcnt lo

try Juamaal chwl Golam Asam
for war crimes and ban on 1he
Jamaal politics. The comlbi
leaders also called upon il
poupie to abhserve lonmoriow's

hartal all over the covnnrs

AL to continue
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along with the party strategy Lo
be adopted in the given politi-
cal siluation, the over all
preparations of dillerent sub-
committees formed carlier to
hold the party council session
scheduled for 27 and 28 this
month, and different aspccts
of the 1992-93 budget pro-
posed in Parliament by the
Finance Minister on Thursday.

According lo sources, Lhe
party chicl Sheikh Hasina
asked the convenors of the
party sub-committees to com-
plete their preparations for
holding the council session on
the scheduled their prepara-
tions for holding the council
session on the scheduled date.

The AL chief is also learnt
to have asked the party leaders
attending the meeting, espe-
cially Ataur Rahman Khan
Kaiser, to thoroughly study the
proposed budget with a view 1o
preparing an in-depth party
reaction to different aspects of
the budget soon.

The ALWC, however, de-
cided .to give an instant reac-
tion to the budget.

The meeting began at
30 am and ended at 1 pm.

10-

Democratic Forum
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"W¢ won the independence
through a bloody and heroic
war of liberation {in 1971) ..
The people through another
heroic  struggle in 1990
brought about the downlfall of
an authoritarian regime and
paved the way for restoration
ol democracy but the expecta-
tions remaincd unfulfilled,” the
forum in its declaration said
adding, "With a view 1o
achieving these goals, we have
taken the initiative to establish
the Bangladesh Democratic
Forum.”

Adamjee clash
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been steppetl up in and around
the mills area.

lle said that the reason for
the sudden flare-up was being
investigated into.

The SP feared thal another
clash might break out alt any
time. ;

According to the dwellers
of the mills, the rival groups
have regularly been clashing
since the May 30 incident.

Both the groups claimed
that Mia belonged to their

groups.
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Budget
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tion of capital gains tax saving

that the move would con-
tribute Lo crealing a “vibrant”
capital market, attracting for-
cign investment and comple-
menting the privatisation pro-
gramme.

The statement also wel-
comed the abolilion of Jamuna
Bridge and development levies.

Plan to rcsume loans by
[fouse Building Finance
Corporation and reduction of
duties on construction materi-
als was also hailed by MCCI
which hoped that the moves
will result in casing of the
housing problem.

Welcoming the provision for
reiention of 10 per cent cx-
port earnings, the
Metropolitan Chamber urged
the government to extend fa-
cilities to the ‘local textile in-
dustries supplying fabrics and
yarn to the garment and
hosiery industries.

MCCl however suggested

major reforms in foreign ex-
change rate management and
liberalisation in existing ex-
change controls to increasc
competitiveness of local ex-
ports. -
Our staff correspondent
adds : Saifuddin Ahmed Maniq
and Nurul Islam Nahid,
President and General
Secrctary respectively of the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) in a state-
ment Friday said that the infla-
tion rate shown in the pro-
posed budget was not consis-
tent to reality.

The leaders expressed their
suspicion at the truthfulness of

the inflation rate and asked to

know on how it was estimateéd.

The CPB leaders criticized
the budget for reducing sub-
sidy from the agricultural in-
puts and also said that the
budget provided no measures
for poverty alleviation.

They said that the govern-
ment could reduce the rev-
enue expenditure by reducing
allocation for some unproduc-
tive seclors like defence.

Bangladesh Garmcnl
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) halled
the budget for giving topmost
priority to the education and
agriculture sector.

It also praised the simplili-
calion and rationalisation of
the tax rate and reduction of
tax burden on the common
people. The BGMEA expressed
concern over the reduction of
tax from 60 per cent to 50 per
cent saying that the demand of
the exporters was cxemption
of 100 per cent tax in confor-
mity with the facilities prevail-
ing in neighbouring countries.

lt said that the impo ltinn
of one per cent tax on
port value may cause the t:'lu
sure of the export oriented
garment industries,

Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association hailed the Finance
Minister for proposing struc-
tural and administrative re-
form in the budget.

The association termed the
budget as pragmatic and ap-
preciable in the context of lim-
ited national resource and cri-
sis in both national and inter-
national economy.

It also praised the proposals
of reducing duty on some of
the items that would help in-

dustrialisation in the country.
The association, however,

expressed dissatisfaction for
not having any direction in the
ncw budget to salvage the jule
industries from the existing
crisis.

' Federation of Bangladesh
Shop Owners Assoclation
while commenting on the pro-
posed budget said that the
budget provided no pragmatic
mcasures Lo salvage the local
industries. Rather some of its
steps would throw the small
industries in deep crisis be-
cause of free import of foreign
goods, it mentioned.

The revenue income of the
government would increasc (o
a little extent, it said, adding
‘that the budget left no mea-
surts to create scope for em-
ployment.

President of the Bangladesh
Poultry Industrics Association
and also the former executive
director of the FBCCI Nurul
Huq Chowdhury said the pro-
posed budget provided no in-
centive to attract the people
for investment.

He hailed the rq:fnnna pro-
posed in the structure and
administration of the income
tax and said that it would help
increase the tax collection.

He, however, mentioncd
that the poultry {ndusirics
would be affected due to ¢n-
hanced duty imposed on the
import of wheat.

Bangladesh Krishak
Federation President Abdus
Sattar Khan and Bangladesh
Kishani Sabha President Dr
Shamsunnahar Doli in a joint
statement criticized the pro-

posed budget that it had
bﬂ:n rtl-crl the World
Bank and IMF nnd thus ig-
nored the interest of the peo-

: Agri-subsidy cut under fire

ple of limited income.
They also condemned the
budget for reduction of duty on
the import of luxury items and

imposing the same on the es-

sential commodities.

Federation of Dhaka
Metropolitan Shop Owners'
Association in a statement
Friday criticized the proposecd
budget saying that it had ig-
nored the interest of the
traders of limited capital.

The statement issuced by its
President Helal Uddin and
General Secretary Md

Shahabuddin also said that the

locally manufactured products
would have to face threat be-

cause of reduction of duty on

the import of a number of for-
eign goods.

It, however, observed that
the proposed budget would fail
to bring aboul major changes
in the shattered economy of
the country.

The Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF) at a meeting yes-
terday with its convenor Dilip
Barua in the chair said that the
gencral people would be cf-
l'ﬂ:tod scriously by the new tax

posed on daily commodities.

"DU reopens
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ing on the decision of the can-
cellation of the B Sc degree of
Ansar AHl.
The discussion meeting has

‘been called by the Disciplinary

Board and the Academic
Council of the Dhaka
University on June 22.

The DUTA president Dr S
M A Faiz expressed his dismay
al the meeting l\:ﬂerdly for
not arresting the offending
student.

Serbs-Bosnians accord to remove
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arms from Sarajevo airport

SARAJEVO, June 19 : Warring Scrbs and Bosnians hawe
reached agreement on removing heavy weapons from around
S-lr lirpurl and the lacility could reopen for emergency

by the end of next week. a U N s

pokesman said

h-cn-: tndny T'h: besteged Bosnian capital was relatively clam

this morning. following

sporadic shooting overnight,

on the

fourth day of a ceasefire broken by serious fighting earlier in

the week, reports AFP

-
20 Tigers killed in Lanka
COLOMBO, June 19: Ground troops backed by a helicopter
gunship attacked a Tamil Gueriila concentration in castern
Sri Lanka, killing at least 20 rebels, military officials here said
today. Security forces fired rocket propelled gremades and

blew up a truck

w rcbel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) at u in the coastal Batticaloa
district Thursday, officials said. rcports AFP.
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Parlament eflectively,

Replylng te a quoestion,
Saifur Rahman said thal the
opposition members did not
do justice to their fve
clectorates by boycotting the
budgect session.

The Finance Minister satd
that he would take a personal
initiative 1o end Lhe impasse
and would try to persuade the
bpoycotiing opposition mem
hers lo participate in the bud-
el discussions

However, he added “even il
they do not come we will still
rontinue the procecedings as ft
s a constitutional obligation
and the clectorates have nol
voted us to do otherwise ~

He pointed out that the
proposed budget was formu-
laled according to the BNP
clection manifesto to Nulfll its
commitment to the people

Our objective is o creale a
compelilive macro-economic
cnvironment in which the
econo would flourish and
push nation towards fits
march forward,” Saifur
Rvhman said.

Ile claimed that the pro-
poscd budget for 1992-93
would provide a “solid founda
tion” for an cxpori-led econ-
omy which would help get the
nalion out of the "low-income-
low-growth trap®.

Planning Minister
Zahiruddin Khan and State
Minister for Finance Muzibor
Rahman, Secretaries of the
Ministries of Finance, External
Resources Division, Internal
[Revenue Division, Planning,

1 Governor of Bangladesh Bank

and other oflictals were pre-
sent at the press conference.

The Finance Minister noted
that the administrative ma-
chinery involved in the eco-
nomic development process
would be made more dynamic
and rcsponsive to implement
the budgetary policies.

He said the admintstrative
decisfon making process
would be dcecentralised
the "unhealthy practices” duc
to the’ discretionary powcrs
would be removed to make the
administration “corruption
[ree”.

The UNP government be-

Saifur : Budget

lieved in an open coconomy and
the budgetary measures were
aimed at removing the
distortions and (he bad cflccts
nf 1he adminisirative machin
cry , the Minisicr added

He said thal rules were be-
ing lramed to automatisc Lhe
dectsion making process by
decentralising the administra-
tlon. lie also assured that the
high-handedness of the taxa-
tion and customs administra-
tion to unnecessarily harass
people would be curtailed.

Defending the budgetary
policies. he said emphasis was
laid on an export-led ecomomy
since the policy of import sub-
stitution with wigh tariff bar
ricr did not help the nation al
tain the desired economice

“u Minisiter sald thal Lhe
inward - looking policies had
carlicr impeded the growth of
a scll-rellant cconomy.

"We have carned indepen-
dence so Lhat we could take
our own ecenomic decisions,”
he noted, adding "the nation
can neither enjoy its indepen
dence nor will democracy
survive if we continue to lean
toward others for resources to
fund our development pro

Cls.

Hcplymg lo another gues-
tion, Lhe Minister said the
budgelary proposals would also .
help curb smuggling with the
economy being more open and
the high tarifT-wall eliminated.

He also ruled out the pos-
sibility of increased gold
smuggling as the budgel allows
import of upto onc kilogram ol

mlﬂ-:-ks.d il there would be any
retrenchment of surplus
workers rom Lthe public sector
enterprises, he categorically
said that there would be no
retrenchment at least during
the next two years.

But a prdcess of ‘voluntary
separation’ with benefits would
be initiated under a Taka 150
crore programme.

Stressing the need for rais-
ing the purchasing power of
the people, he said employ-
ment opportunities would have
to be expanded by increasing
investment to boost produe-
tion and industrialisation.

Editorial on page 4
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Coordination Committee
chairman Md Abu Hena and
secrctary gencral Md Ruhul
Matin, honorary general secre-

of the Engineers Institute
M A K Azad, BMA secretary
general Dr Gazi Abdul Huq and
secretary general of Krishibid
Institute Javed Igbal.

Blaming on the autocracy
and corrupt practices of the
previous regime for the coun-
Lry’s cconomic [ailure, she re-
ferred lo spectacular develop
ment achieved by Korea and
Thailand and urged the cengi-
ncers, doctors and agricultur-
ists to put in their best efforts
for the country’'s overall devel-
opment.

The Prime Minister also
called upon the professionals
lo attain competence and cfli-
ciency for taking the challenge
of the next century which, she
said, will be the century of de-
velopment and science and
technology.

Referring to the administra-
tive reforms of late President
Ziaur Rahman, Begum Zia said
all cadre services are equal in a
democratic system and they
are complementary to each
other.

“We wanl to create cqual
opportunity for all on the basis
of merit and qualifications.”
she said.

The Prime Minister said
that a one-member commis-
sion, formed to remove dis-
crepancies in various cadres,
will soon submit its report Lo
the ernment.

S said the government is
aware of the problems of Lhe
cadre members and suggested
them to create an atmosphere
of understanding and coopera-
tion to help solve those.

In his presidential speech,
Dr Mazed called for restructur-
ing the entire administrative
set up and stressed the impor-
tance of pro-people adminis-
tration for the overall devel
opment.

Secretary general of the
Krishibid Institute held the
burcaucracy for the country's
backwardness branding it

“anti-people, anti-development

decision

and want

A H Mahmood Alf,
among others, (o
Foreign Minister at the alrport.

PM : Cadre services

and anti-democratic.”

M A K Arad criticised the
government for what he de-
scribed as favouring a particu-
lar cadre while promoting 651

officials to the higher rank re-

cently.

Dr Gazi Abdul Huq talked of
meagre budgetary allocation in
the health sector saying "even
a man will not be able to buy a
paracclamol lablet with it”

e also demanded that the
murder case of Dr Milon be
revived and re-investigated.

AL reaction
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said, but alter one vear it now
shows that no scelor has

achicved the targel.

The resolution said that

the Finance Minister, without
reviewing the last ycar's per-
formance, had cxpressed high
oplimism while announcing

the next year's budget.

FM back home
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tary of State, Eagleburger, in
Washington and the UN
Sccretary General, Boulros
l3outros-Ghali, in New York on

way back from Rio dc¢ Janetro.

The early return of the
refugcees to their honws in
Myanmar was sircssed in the
talks, he said.

The Foreign Minister,

among other issucs, discussed

the garments export [rom
sh with the importers
in New York as well as with

th: UE Deputy Secretary ol

ch.n ng to a question, he
said gladesh wtlcnnmd the
of the emergency
meeting of Lhe Islamic foreign

ministers in lstanbul [or an
end to the ethnic
Bosnia.

sirife on

“We are against such strife
+,” he said.

Mario Cesar de Moraes

Pitao, Charge d Affaires of
Brazil in Bangladesh and the
Additional Foreign Secretary,

were,
reccive the



