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NARSINGDI

Mother elopes
with daughter's
husband

From Our Correspondent

June 19 : One son-in-law
eloped with his mother-in-low
at the village Vangertake under
Shibpur upazila of the district
recently.

it is learnt that Sona Mia
married one Shameem Ara Be-
gum, daughter of Kuwait Ali of
the same village one year ago.

The son-in-law, Sona Mia
fell in love with his mother-in-
law. At one stage, he divorced
his wife Shameem Ara and
cloped with his mother-i- law,

Another report adds: Sev-
enty eight poisonous snakes
were caught from the house of
Edris Ali ncar Khanabari rail-
way Station under Raipura
upazila of the district recently.

MANIKGANJ
Bidis being
sold without

bandrolls

From Our Correspondent

June 19: Bidis are mostly
being sold here without ban-
drolls to evade excisc duly
causing huge revenue loss to
the government.

IL is alleged that Halim and
Shoncer Bangla Bidi Factory
owners in the district are in-
volved in this malpractice in
collaboration with local Cus-
toms and Excise Department
oflicials.

Local people said, in many
cascs bidis are being sold with
used bandrolls collected from
the rctlailers to deceive the au-
thorities.

Besides, the actual produc-
llon of the [actories is nol
shown in the pape
to the excise officials.

Local leaders have urged
the authoritics to check the
duty evasion and takc punitive
actions against the unscrupu-
lous [actory owners.

Another report adds: Mo-
hammad Alam (35) of village
Kushairchar under llorirampur
upazila of the district was
killed in a road mishap on
Dhaka-Aricha Ilighway re-
ecntly.
¢ accident place
when a OGhior “truck
from Aricha losl its control
and hit a rickshaw van. As a re-
sult the rickshaw van driver
died on the spot.

't'ulqk

KISHOREGANJ

One commits
suicide

From Our Correspondent

June 19 : Onc middic agod
man, Shokur Mamud (50} of
Vhatia village under Karimgan)
upazila of the district gpmmil-
ted suicide by hanging himsclf
from the tree, near his housc
recently.

The reason behind the In
cident could nol be known
The body was sent to the

Sadar hospital lor
mmnru:m and a case was
with Karimganj police in

this connection.

CHUADANGA

Two to suffer
life-term for

murder

From Our Correspondent.

June 19 . The lecamed Addi
tional District and Session
Judge Chuadanga-l Mostala
Enamul Haliz senienced onc
Bablu and Hawaya Khatun 10
suller lifc-term im nment
on of killing one Shah-
jahan village Subdia under
Chuadanga Sadar upazila rc-

:1-"! lkearned court exam-

ined 13 witnesses and found
both Howays Khatun and Bablu
guilty and convicted them to
sufler timprisonment for life
The tion story in
brief is therc was a love af-
fair betwern accused Bablu and
Howaya Khatun. | lawaya Khatun
was the wife of deceased Shah-
jahan of village Subdia under
Chuadanga Sadar upazila Babhu
was the younger brother of de
ceased Shahjahan
There was a secret love af
lair between Hawaya Khatun
and Bablu. One day Shahjahan
came 10 Know the matier Both
Hawaya Khatun and Bablu de-
cided to kill Shahjahan and
onc day Bablu his clder
brother Lthe husband of Hawaya
Khatun to a field of the village
for cuting grass where Babiu
hacked his elder brother
Shahjahan to death in oollustve
with his sister-in-low Hawaya
Khatun. The mother of de-
ceased Shahjahan started a
case agains! accused
anm.m

the case submitted
chargesheet nst a
s Haway

r submilted ,

roundup
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COMILLA

Seminar on
health, FP

June 19 : A motivational
seminar on “Health, Nulrition
and Family Planning” [or the
newly marricd couples was
held in Loarchar Primary
School of Burichang upazila re-
cently, reports UNB.

Organised by local branch of
Family Planning Associalion of
Bangladesh, the day-long sem-
inar was attended by 25 cou-
ples.

The speakers dwelt al
length on the disadvantages ol
carly marriage.

The seminar was [ormally
inaugurated by llonorary Trea-
sure, Aftabur Rahman as chicl
gucst.

Presided over by Shajal
Charan Bhoumik it was also
addrcssed by Abul Kashem,
Kamruzzaman and Dr Sycd
Ashraf Hossain.

JHALAKATHI

Construction of
Industrial
estate In
progress

June 19 Construction
work of an industrial estate al
the district headquarters of
Jhalakathi is progressing fast,
reports BSS.

According to an official
source, Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation
(BSCIC) has sanctioned Taka
2.36 crore for the construction
of the industrial estate. Mcan-
while, 15 acres of land have
been acquired. The develop-
ment of the land is in
progress.

A total of 51 industrial units
will be established in this in-
dusirial estatle, the source said.

The industrial units will"in-
clude salt-faclories, [ish pro-
cessing plant shoe-faclories,
printing press, ice-lactorfes,
jute, garments-faclorics,

AGRI-VARSITY

New building
inaugurated

June 19 : A newly con-
siructed two-storied adminis
tration building was inaugu-
rated in the campus recently,

_reporly
The oflice of accounts sec

tion has been shifted in the
new building, said a BAU press
release.

Formally inaugurating the
building, Vice Chancellor Prof
Ashraf A Khan urged the offi
cers and employees of the uni-
versily lo work sincerely and
unitedly to bring dynamism in
the administrative work.

The function was also ad.
dressed by BAU Treasurcr Al

haz M Z Islam, Registrar All
Khin, I'rul' Dr Rl Khan.
MADARIPUR

Support extended
to hartal call
on June

June 19 : District commit-
lee ol Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Commitiee held a public rally
al Lhe local Shadhinata Mancha
in support of June 21 hartal
call, reports UNB.

Presided over by [I'rol
Matiur Rahman, the rally was
addressed, among others, by
Shahjahan Khan MP, Former
MP Sirajul Islam and Municipal
Chatrman Khalilur Rahman,

Advocale Sujceet Chatlerjec,
Alamgir Hossain and Ratan
Kumar [as

The speakers demanded

immediate execution of Lhe
Peoplc's Court verdict on Go
lam Azam pronounced on
March 26.

They urged the people to
miake the hartal a suceess. The
hartal was called by the contral
commitlec o press home the
doemand.

Later, a proccssion was
brought out parading the main
thoroughfares and chanted
various s ns in su n of
ettt

MAULVIBAZAR

Pry school
faces problems

June 19 : The academic ac
livities of Satia Governmonl
Primary School in Sadar
upazila arc being hampered for
a long time due Lo shortage of
teachers and other applances,
rcports UNB.

Al present there are twe
teachers for 200 students of
the school.

Shortage of accommoda
tion. necessary furniture, ab
sence of tubewell, pucca la
trinc and play ground are the
main constraints for smooth
functoning of the school.

Several cracks have devel
oped al many points of the roof
and walls of the school build
ing which may collapse at any
time. The situation worscns
during the rainy season. The
school house needs recon-
struction and renovation on
emergency basis

e e e . o

RAJBARI The erosion affected railway lines are hﬂng rrmnved on Ehﬂtlﬂp:ll‘ﬂ route and 1:ha3l ]ncﬂl station is also under

threat.
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Erosion of Jamuna

2000 lose homestead

In one week

SIRAJGANJ, June 19 : Fol
lowing Lhe water level risc in
the river Jamuna and its tribu-
larics, crosion has been wash-
ing away crop lands and
homestecads in four riverine
upazilas of the district.

The allected upazilas arc
Kazipur, Sadar, Belkuchi and
Chowhali.

During the last weck, morce
than ten villages have been
croded rendering over 2,000
[amilics homeless. About 5,000
acres of crop land have also
becen eroded by the mighty
river ol Jamuna.

It is gathered that with the
waler level rise in Jamuna,
blow ol current hits the west-
cern bank and erosion contin
ucs throughout the rainy sca
SON.

Every ycar, people residing
by the bank ol the river, Keep
them alert 1o shilt their
homesteads. The local Opera
lion and Maintenance Division
of Bangladcsh Water Develop-
ment Board has not yet been
succesdfii] to arresi crosion
even afler spending crores of
government moncy during the
last few years.

More than two lakh people
of the district have been ren-
dered homeless as over 2000
villages were eroded by Lhe
river Jamuna. The damage of
Lhe Hr*:.hnmpulr-l F'lﬂ()d Cunt_rﬂl

Embankment at dillerent
points causing exlcnsive loss
to the crops and houses in the
weslern part of the embank-
mcnl.

The 175-mile-long em-
bankment popularly known as
the WAPDA Bandh from
Doikhawa of Kurigram district
lo Bherakhola of Pabna district
was constructed in the mid of
1960 to protect the crops and
houses. During the last en
years, erosion washed away the
major portion of the original
cmbankment and part of it
have been reconstructed. The
WDB do the carth cutting work
of the embankment every year
on Lhe eve of the rainy scason
which keecps the work incom-
plcte. As a result, the em-
bankmenl is working as curse
rather than saving them from
calamities,

PDue to Lhe devastating and
continuous erosion, lakhs of
pceople have taken shelter in
the WD Bandh and residing
under uncertainty and unhy-
gienic condition

The villages washed away
during the last ten years in-
clude Manikpatal, Teckani. Boro
Tekani, Naturapara, Maizbari
and Boropakhia in Kazipur
Upazila, Mesra, Chowdhuria-
para, Ranigram Gotila, Ghurkha.
Saidabad, and Chattanpalti in
~sadar upazila, Ndkl:l[;i Rand

hunipara, Delna, Shohagpur,
Khidramatia, Luxmipur, Ban-
gua, Meghulla and Mulkandi in
3clkuchi Upazila, Betil, Ena-
yelpur, Malipara, Stahal.
Nowhala, Munshiganj, Khas-
kawlia and Natia in Chowhali
U pazila.

Other than the Jamuna, the
Iributaries including Karotoa,
Baral, Fulazor and Bangalee
rivers also was away houses
and crop lands during rainy

season.
The historic mazar of

[iazrat Makhdoom Shah (R) of
Shahzadpur is only a few ycars
away [rom the erosion point of
river Karotloa.

While inaugurated the na-
tional level Programme on Ra-
bindra Nath Tagore, the Prime
Minister. Begum Khaleda Zia,
instructed the WDHB authority
lo take protective measures to
save the dargah from erosion.

A projcct amounting to
Taka 1.85 crore has been
taken up but the work on it is
yet to be started for lhu rea-
sons not known.

The number of crbdcd and
rootless people are increasing
day by day in the district due
to the continuous crosion in
these arcas.

The people ol the vast arcas
have urged the concerned au-
thority to take up a permanent
erusion control plan and help
prop« rl}r worth crores ol taka.

‘{ Kacharibari

Kacharibari
of Tagore
needs care

NAOGAON, June¢ 19: The
of Tagore's
Zamindari at Patisar in the
district which depiclts the
past memorics ol Nobel lau-
reate poel Rabindranath, is
now on the verge of destruc-
tion due to lack of proper
maintenance and care.

Patisar, a small village in
Atria upazila ol the district is
replete with Rabindra memo-
ries as the great poet visited
several times and lived in the
village in 1895.1896 and in
1937.

Rabindranath was
charmed with the scenic
beauty of the village and its
surroundings and composcd
many pocms like Chaitali,
Duranta, Asha, Purnima etc
during his stay in the village.

In Chaitali, thc poct gave a
vivid description ol Patisar
and its surroundings.

Rabindranath also started
his cooperative [arming and
banking at Patisar for improv-
ing the cconomic condition
of the peasants. He intro-
duced mechanised cultivation
in this vilage [irst.

The Kacharibari which is
now being used as govern-
ment Tahsil office may be
turned into a muscum pre-
serving the memorials of
poct Rabin-dranath Tagore. It
could be a place of interest to
the tourists,

The people of the locality
urged the authorities to take
immediate steps to prolect
the Kacharibari of the great

poet.
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BDR man, 5 others

killed in road

mishaps

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, June 19: Four
persons including a BDR man
were. killed while atleast 50
others injured in a bus acci-
dent that took place at Kaunia
17 miles away from Kurigram
on June 16 morning.

Witnesses said Lhe night
coach coming fromi Dhaka Lo

Kurigram of Jaba Paribahan
(No-BA-8674) [cll inlo a road
side ditch while the driver lost
its control killing four people
on the spat at about 6 am.

The victims were identified
as BDR sepoy Harun-Or-Rashid
(35), Selim Ahmed (33), Rabi
Ghosh, Supervisor of the night
coach aged about 28 and the
olther one could not be identi-
fied.

Filteen injured persons
were admitted into Kurigram
hospital in a critical condition
and the rests were sent to
Rangpur MCH for treatment, it
is lcamnt.

UNB report says: A truck-
bus collision on Khulna-
Jessore Highway tonight lelt
one person killed and 40 oth-
crs injured, 10 seriously, police
and witnesses said.

The body, lying with Fultala
police, could not be immedi-
alcly identified.

Among the injured, nine
were admitted to the 250-bed

hospital in the city and three
others to sadar hospital.

Witnesses said the bus
turned turtle after it collided
with a Khulna-bound truck
[rom Jessore at Shesh
Shimana, 35 kilometres from
Khulna city, at about 9.30
tonight.

UNB reports adds: One per-
son was killed and two others
injured in a bomb explosion in-
front of the Kotwali police sta-
tion on Wednesday midnight.

The victim was identified as
Kesto (25).

Police super of the district
was presentl at Kotwali thana
during the incident.

Details of the {ncident was
not known immediately.

Kidnapped
boy

recovered

MAULVIBAZAR, June 19:
Police recovered a boy Mamun
(13) from Azad Hotel in
Kulaura upazila of the district
recently, reports UNB.

Action on a tip raided the
hotel, recovered the leenager
and arrested Lhe hotel's owner
Hossain Chowdhury in this
conneclion.

Flood control project
nearing completion

MAULVIBAZAR, June 19:
The 79 lakh taka Shaka Barak
Flood Control and Irrigation
Project in sadar upazila of the
district is on progress and will
be completed soon, reports
UNB.

The waler development
board had taken up the project
in 1989-90 f{iscal year with the
financial
Intcrnational Development
Association to protecct about
10,000 acres of land from
early flood of Kushiyara and
Shaka Barak and to provide ir-
rigation in thc dry scason.

The main works ol the pro-
ject included construction of a
regulator on Kamarkhal near
Sarkerbazar and construction
of 9 kilomcters of flood control
¢mbankment from Manumukh
lo Sadhuhati.

On completion of the pro-
ject, aboul 760 metric tons ol
additional paddy will be pro-
duced in the arca.

Anti-smuggling
hunt

In an anti-smuggling hunt,

assistance from

Sreemangal police scized 30
pieces of Indian sarce and 25

picces of tubclights from
Satgaon area on Dhaka-Sylhet
highway .

Action on information, po
lice raided the area recently
and seized the goods. Sensing
policc appearance the smug
glers lell the place leaving be-
hind the contrabands.

A case has been filed with
the police.

Local leaders alleged that
the smugglers are active in dil-
ferent areas of the district in-
spite of the so-called drive

against them.
BNP unit committee
formed

The armual conference of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), Kulaura upazila unit was
held here at the upazila head
quarters recently.

A 5l-member commitllee
was formed with' Abdur
Rahman and Saiful Alam as
President and General
Sccretary respectively, said
the sources.

Betel-leat growers face fundscrisis

BARISAL, Junc 19: About six
lakh betel lcal growers ol
cleven districts are in uller
problems as the cultivation
rciurn is poor.

According 1o some growers,
the price hike of different in
puls like bamboo, ofl cakc
ropce, fertilizers and labour
cost have pul them in difficul
Hes Lo continue the cultivation
of hewl leal

Betel leal growers of Barisal,
mluakhall, hola, Jhalokatht,
Pirojpur, Borguna, Madaripur,
Sharfatpur, Faridpur,
Gopalgan) and Rajbari have
been lacing the same problem
and their cullivation is on the
verge of closure.

The growers informed that
duc 10 absenee of proper ind
ll-lll'n of the concerned au

From Our Correspondent

thoritics, the quantity ol c¢x-
porl of betel lcal has decreased
considerably. DBesides, the
growers are not provided with
nceessary loan [acilities from
the Krishi Bank and other
commercial banks for which
they are almost unable to con-
tinue cultivation.

For mere survival, many
growers of the districts have
given up the heriditary and
traditional profession.

Our Correspondent
Satkhira reports “Betel leal
production is decrecasing
gradualy in the district due to
various problems faced by the
growers lor some time past.

It is learnt that about 8,000
lamilics of seven upazilas of
the district arc engaged in be®
(el leal cultivation but duc to

from

lack of necessary inputs - bank
loans, marketing facilities and
hich transport cost, they are
uiable to continue the cultiva-
IRTETR D

On the otherhand, prices of
inpuls like oil cake, straw and
fertilizcrs have Increased ab-
normally but the price of their
product have not becn in
creased proportionately.

It can be mentioned here
that huge quantity of ofl cake is
reqquired for betel leal cultiva-
tion while the sheds over the
betel leal plants have to be
changed at least twice in a
ycar. For the shortage of capi-
Lal, the growers are unable Lo
do so and as a result the pro-
duction is aflected. At present,
a medium size bamboo is sold
between Taka B0 and 1m

One to suffer
lifeterm for
killing brother

SIRAJGANJ, Junc 19: The
Mstrict and Session Judee has
awarded lile term to a person
lor killing his sicp brother,
rcports UNI3.

The prosecution in bricl
was Lhat clder brother Abu
Taher of sadar upazila ol the
district called out his stcp

brother Masud for shopping on

January 3 in 1988, Later, the
dead body of Masud was: lound
in a paddy ficld on Lthe lollow-

ing day with his ncck wrapped

with a rope.

Abu Taher has bcen ab-
sconding sincc then.

Alter examining the wil
nesses and records, the judge
gave the judgement in
ol the accuscd

absence |

Introduction of crop )
insurance demanded

MAGURA, Junc 19: The
farmers of the distriet de
niinded introduction ol ciop
insurance for development of
agricullure sector.

While taking to UNB somc
farmers told that they flace
grcat hardship almost every
year due to massive damage ol
crops by the natural disasters.

Visitation of natural calami-
lies like drought, (flood,
nor'wester, lornado is a regu-
lar feature in the country and
these are the main reasons for
the crop damage, they added.

Experts said introduction of
crop insurance system has
proved ils worthiness in many
countries of the world. Il is

now impcrative in Bangladesh,

to introduce the system in nr—

der 1o save the affected farm
Crs,

The crop insurance systcm
will bec a guarantee for Lhe
farmers against their crop loss.
they added.

A total of 2014 applications
were filed for 20 posts ol pri
mary school teachers in IP
upazilas of the district.

According te an official
source, ol the total applicants
1496 arc female and the rest
arc male. Ol the vacanl posts,
five are for headmasters and
15 for assistant teachers.

Due to absence ol -
menl opportunities a large
number uncmployed edu-

cated youths of the district

have been forced to apply for
unlj' 20 posts

Works on Tk 14cr fresh Barendra project in progress

CHAPAINAWALIIGAND, Juin
19 © Work is in full swing o
the Barendra Integrated Arca
Development Project which
had becn revived by the gov
crnment with an allocation ol
Tauka 14 ecrore for the last
three months of the current
fiscal year, reports UNI.

A 10-mwmber conunilice
lormad by the governnwnt s

supcrvising the work which
includes, in the current ph.‘t_u_,

installation of 500 deep Lube
wells, clectiriflivation of 170
others, excavation of 100
canals, rce-excavation of 100
ponds. plantation of 10 lakh

saplings and construction of
lour kilometres of pucca roads
UND correspondent visiting

the project reporls that re

sumption ol work renewvd
hope and raised enthusfasm
among the farmers who expoct
a bumper production this ycar
from the hither to barren land.

The live-year project esti
mited al a cost ol Taka 396
crore was undertaken in 1985
for all ground development ol
Barcndra area.

About 12,67 400

nrres ol

BOGRA: Bogra Theatre brought out a procession on the occasion of the 20th founding

I.nm\rl‘l"lﬂr}r recently
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- 1 tion
pucca roads.

| Hwve

land in 15 upazilas ol Cha
painawabganj, Rajshahi and
Noagaon were brought under
this preject.

The project included instal
lation of 3,000 decp tubewells,
re-excavation of 14,000 ponds
and 305 miles canals, planta
tion of 86 lakh saplings. mod
crnisalion of 22 nurscries and
cight hatcheries and construc-
of 145 kilometres of

The works of the project
were badly hindered due to fi-
nancial constraints during the
past regimc. Only Taka 110
crore was allocated during the

| st Five-Year Plan.

Only 1,500 tubewclls were
installed, 1089 ponds re-cxca:
vialed, 47 Km pucca roads
construcled, 22 waler grid
were buillt, 20 nurseres and
hatchcerics were mod
cerniscd, 6 miles of canals were

. excavaled and 37 lakh saplings

were planted during the pe-

. riod,

The work then came to a
halt for want of financial alloca-
lion and lack of interest of the
autlocratic regime.

Fish Production in the dis-

irict has declined despite
~ having a large number of wa-
| e and favourable situa
Lion.

l

Administrative, financial
and the problems stoed in the

way ol optimum utilisation of
inpuls for pisciculture, con-
cerned sources said.

According Lo the Fishcrics
Department, annual produc-
tion ol fish in the district has
come down to 3,900 metric
tons as against the minimum
requircment ol 11,700 tons.

There are 7659 ponds, 80
miles of rivers and 568 beels of
10,600 acres of land in the
district, they said.

According to pisciculturists,
the production could be raised
to 20,000 metric tons if the
irregularities in the Fisheries
Department were removed,
the waterbodics leased out to
genuine fishermen and
planning and strategics E de-
velopment were adopted.

They said frequent outbreak
ol uleerous discases and un-
abated use of current nets have
also been responsible for de-
pletion in fish resources.

About 2,336 district ponds
owned by the government and
silted rivers need to the re-ex-
cavated, hatcheries are lacking
and traditional fishermen are
denied loans or nancial assis-

tance, the sources al
The sources said, as a result

of indifference by the authort-
ties o the need for removing
the bottlenecks a large section
of traditional fishermen have
given up the profession.

A coupic of years ago. incre
were aboul 8,000 fishermen in

the district, the number now
stands at only 3,000.
Milk production

in the district is on the dc
cline due to lack of mainte-
nance of the existing dairy
farms, reports UNB.

About 23 dairy farms, each
having 150 to 250 cows are

not taken proper care e,
sources at the Livestock
Department said

Production can be raised if
the farms are provided with
balanced fodder and veterinary
care and training in scicntifie
methods, they said.

A hou-
scwife allegedly committed
suicide at village Shampari in

Sadar upazila of the district by
taking poison recently, reports
UNB.

The victim Lutifa Begum
(35). wife of Harun-or-Rashid
is believed to have taken her
life over family feud.

The body was sent to Sadar

for au . A case has
been flled with the police.

Son kills mother
A mother was brutally mur
derced by her step son lollow

ing a family feud, peolice said
here today .



