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Using and Abusing

by Zaki Omar

IAT is & about drugs
that makes people
take them even tho

ugh they know that drugs are
? Is it because the
mul feelings which cer
tain drugs give outweigh the
harm they cause 7 Does the
threat of brain damage, l{ver
damage. even death have no ¢f-
fJect on them ? Blake stated
that, “When the DOORS OF
PERCEPTION are cleansed,
man will see things as they
truly are, infinfte.” Many drug
users believe that drugs are
keys by which they may open
the Doors eof Perception.
Besides teenagers, many well-
known actors, sing-ers, artists,
and writers are known fo have
taken drugs. Samuel T.
Coleridge, the 19th century
romantic poet, (s supposed to
have thought of one of his
masterpleces during an opium
trip. The story goes that — one
day Coleridge woke from an
oplum trip and started to write
down the poem which had
beéen induced by the drug.
Suddenly, there was a
knock on the door and when
‘he returned [from answering
. the door he just could not re-
member the rest of the poem.
He never finished it, but yet, it
ts thought to be one of his
most beautiful poems. | wanted
to find out from drug users
themselves why they take
drugs. So | spoke to two indi-
viduals — the first is an occa:
stonal user and the second is

an addict.

The occasional user:

Star: What types of drugs do
you take and how did you [irst
get involved in taking them ?

User 1: The only substance
which | take is marfjuana. The
first time | took marijuana was
when | once went to a [riend’s
house. His elder brother uscd
to smoke GANJA (martfjuana).
We sneaked some of the
GANGA and, not knowing cx-

how to take it, we stuflled
the green stufl into one of his
[ather's pipe, and smoked it. |
didn't feel any diflecrent except
for a slight headrush. This
same episode occurred a few
times fore we started to
comprehend the eflect of
GANJA. Ever since then | have
been smoking GANJA occa-

sionally.
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guess what it is and where...?

Plcture

"I .:_',1:
ol

Star: You stated that the
first time you smoked mari-
you did not fecl any dif-

., but that later on you

began to co the el-
fect of : what exactly
do mean ?

1: When | first did it |
thought that CGANJA didn't ef-

E‘mmki.ng up the brain.

fect me the way 1t is always
porirayed fn books and cine-
mas. DBul once we started
smoking it more oflen | began
o realise that your surround-
ings and mood can allcct the
effcet which GANJA has on
you. Many times wec would
smoke GANJA at partics with
music blasting and disco lights

surrounding us. At partics it -

would only make me mcllow
and slow down my rcactions.

It would be strangely difler-
ent when we did it in a dim or
dark room with music playing
softly. Though the music is
soft, your cars pick up the
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Here are this week's Quiz Questions.
Please send in answers by June 25th.

Q1.

Who wrote the epic

BRIBRRER

moon?

@10.
back?

Who were the Deatles?

Who s known as the King of Rock'n' Roll?

poem “The lllfad™?

Who wrote the poem "The Raven™?

Who is the "Sandwich™ named aller?

Who were "The Wallers™

Who wrote the novel "Ullyses™?

Who said "Et tu Brutus” and where?

Which is the only man-made object visible from the

Who's wife turned into a pillar of salt when she looked

Answers to May 20th's Quiz Club :

Frederick Forsythe.
Richard Gere.

Ar tina.

William Shakespear.

C
Bull Fighting Matador.

Eﬁﬂﬂﬂ o~

city.

Gabriel Livpman in 1897.

Built in 3 stages from about 2000 B. C. to aboul 1250 03,

sounds, intensilied the
GANJA, which break through
the silence of the night. The
clfect also depends on the type
ol music you are listening to.
Listening to songs by Pink
Floyd, Doors, or Bob Dylan will
have a grealer cffect on one
than listening to music by New

Kids On The Block. This is be-
causc the music by Pink Floyd,
Doors, and Bob Dylan has a

certain mcaning which 1is
greally emphasized when you
have taken GANJA.

In one of the many books on
Dylan he states that GANJA is a
substance which only bends
your mind a bit and that cvery-
onc should have their minds
bent, somcwhat, once in a
while. 1 agree with him be-
causc the brain, 1 feel, holds
awcsome potential, most of
which we are not capable of
using and some of that
potential is excercised and
rclecascd when you smoke
GANJA .

Star: Arc you an addict ?

User 1: The thing about
GANJA is that it docs not make
you crave for it. You can smoke
some today but it does not
make you think that you have
toe smoke it again tomorrow.
No, | would not say that | am
an addict but that | am a fre-
qucnt uscr.

Marifuana is a very common
drug in Bangladesh and may be
acquired eastly [from many
sources. A big attraction to this
drug is that it (s very cheap.
Five takas will buy you enough
marijuana to fill at least two
normal length clgarettes. An-
other drug which is very popu-
lar in Bangladesh is Phensidyl.
It is actually a cough syrup and
is banned in Bangladesh be-
cause one of the main ingredi-
ents in it is coedine. It is not
made here but [s brought (n
coun-
tries. Phensidyl users drink
the syrup for the coedine blt
the syrup ¢ontains other dan-
gerous chemicals which ex-
cercise harmful e[fects on the
bocdy, especially the liver. The
liver is over-taxed with having
to break down the various

chemicals in the syrup, and

after a certain point the ad-
dict's liver will just give up.

second interview was
with a Phensedyl addict :

Star: llow did you get in-
volved with or introduced to
Phensidyl ?

User 2: 1 had fricnds who
uscd to take it and onc day |
tried it with them. It was not
peer pressure but | wanted to
see why they enjoyed taking it
so much,

Star: llow did {t effcel you
and whal did you feel ?

User 2: You do not feel
anything as soon as you lake (t
but only alter some time. It
makes you feel very light on
your fect and scnds this tin-
gling feeling through your

Star: Why Phensidyl ? “’Lj’
not alcohol or marfjuana ?

User 2: To drink alcohol
you have to build up a certain
resistance. In the beginning
you start with a very small
amount and slowly your body
gets more and more accus-
tomed to drinking greater
quantities of it. If you arc not
used to alecohol you will start
throwing up and your head will
ache. With Phensecdyl, to begin
it you do not have to build that
resistance as you would for al-
cohol. With. marfjuana it is the
same thing as alcohol — you

have to get accustomed to
taking greater quantities.

Star: How did you get so in-
volved in doing Phensidyl 7

User 3: At first | would do it
occasionally with my Iriends.

Slowly we started taking ft
more often untfl we were do-
ing Phensidy! everyday. The
thing with nsidyl is that
you take it today you will have a
great urge and craving to take
il again lomorrow.

We would take Phensedyl
and then smoke marfjuana and
this combination would in-
crcase the cffect of your high.

Star: How do you feel emo-

tionally and physically when
you combine Phensedyl and
marijuana?

User 2: The emotional cf-
fect |s extraordinary boecause it
heightens your perception
level. Things which would or-
dinarily have no mcanings
scem to become priorities. You
tecnd to become priorities. You
tend to become Iethargic and
things which were prioritics to
you before you took the drugs
sccm somclimes unimporiant,

Many months ago a [riend of
minc and | made a plan to
meet at another friend's house,
| was the one who suggested
this plan but I mysell forgot
about it entirely. |, for some
reason, thought that the plan
had been cancelled. | met my
friecnd after a few days and
when we were alone he said to
me,You know, | only went that
night because |1 thought you
were going to be there. What |
mean is when you say you are
going to be somewhere, be
there.”

He said this in a very matler
of [act tone and he was not say-
ing it to make me feel guilty
but was merely making a
statement. | was on both
Phensedyl and martjuana at the
time and when he said this to
me | realised what | had actu-
ally done to my [riend. He had
said what he had unknowingly,
not meaning to hurt me, but ft
had made a great impact on
me. The point that | am trying
to make is that my emotional
powers were at full alert and |
could see mecanings in things
which were not supposed to
have any meanings.

Star: Are you not aware of
the damage which these drugs
are doing to you?

User 2: Ycs, | am aware of
the damage which these drugs
are having on me. Phensedyl
takes the liver to the point of
exhaustion. One of my [ricnds
dicd from jaundice because his
liver had been totally de-
stroyed [rom taking cxcess
Phensedyl constantly. Even
after his death | took it show-
ing you how indiflcrent an ad-
dict becomes. But | do not lake
it for the physical feelings, like
most pcople, but because it
makes me emotionally aware of
my surroundings and own-be-

Star: How would you feel if
you were a father and you
found out that your son was
taking Phensedyl ?

User 2: | would not want
anyonc to start on Phensedyl
because it is a very sweet high
and one can easily become de-
pendent on it. 1 despise
Phenscdyl because it eats your
soul but | despise mysell morc
for being dependent on it

Doing drugs is no joke be-
cause a user does not know
when it s that he stops using
and starts abusing them. If

.drugs do ‘open the doors of

perception’, it is only for a
brief while, after which there
is only one thing — darkness.
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by Farhana Karim
1. Three white horscs
Upon a red hill

Now they tramp
Now they champ
Now they stand still,

(Y1097 pue anfuo] :suy)

2. | live on a very narrow
s
And | have a round face
Twice daily my hands say
the same thing
Yet every time [resh news
I bring.

(32010 suy)

3. A diamond shape in the
sky
| have no face, | have no
cye
But a tail | do possess
Just how long you'll have
to guess |
In the clouds, birds pass
one by
But without any wings |

can [yt
(235 suv)

Music, Pandora's Box, Sugar Drops and Snake Bites, and

the Shortest Distance Between a Smile
by Naheed Kamal

VERY now and then
E Dhaka city gives us a

chance to ceclebrate the
joys of living in the form of a
fair, show or a concert.
Concerts are big hits in Dhaka.
The first concert of this scason
was held at the Sheraton Hotcl
on 24 June. The bands wcre
Dhaka's three popular ensc-
mbles. K-OZ (pronounced
Chaos) opened the show with a
subtle version of onc of Enig-
ma's compositions. K-OZ is one
of the older bands ol Dhaka.
They started way back in the
mid cighties and 1 still
rcmember secing them per-
form for the first time. They
were very impressive.,

The original band mcmbers
have come and gone and Iclt a
weaker group to follow thr-
ough. Yet both Shamim and
Gucchu on vocals alternatcly,
carricd ofl thetr tracks quite
well. They sang “lee, fee baby”™
and “Black or While™ (long
with a zany dance scquence by
Shamim) plus "Kingston lown’,
"She drives me crazy™ and
olther tracks. When Pandora's
creations exited, Lthe stage was
occupicd by one of the city's
up and coming rock bands
with remarkable talents
Sweet Venom. They were jusl
that sweet butl deadly.

The band is driven to per-
form simply by their musical
abilities. They necded no
dance routines or costumes Lo
impress the crowd. They made
it worth the 300 Takas spent
on the ticket and they made it
worth it for the rest of the
evening. The band compriscs
of the twin brothers : Sunjoy
on vocals and Joy on drums,
Ditio on lead guitar and Sh
umon [rom "Renaissance” ma-
de a guest perfformance at the
bass guitar. They gave awesome
renditions of “Stairway lo
Heaven®, “Fire” and Ditio drove

the crowd mad with a soullul

“Johnny be good” (for an old
friend somewhere in the

crowd!), The added drum solos
and bass solos plus Ditio's
frenzied guitar- playing with
the pick in his mouth was the
ultimate performance so far

ask for more?

Well, even if we didn't ask
for more we got more. The
pleasure was all ours when
"Miles” went up on stage and
‘broke on through to the other
side” (with all of us). They fol-
lowed up with some of rocks

Milis be good.

Their music is basically hard
rock and metal tracks but they
sing and play well enough 1o
carry the crowd to a frenzy.
Ilere was a band with real
performance power. Need we

From Friday Jt
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Let's think... Fold the frame in half. Place a ring on il. Pull
the boots up. Now reverse the order.
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Photo courts Yy . Vedeo Gude

best giving us the ultimate mu-
sical cxperiance when Lhey
sang tracks like, “Timeg’,
Clapton's "3ad love™ and olher
Floyd and Doors songs. By the
time the concert ended cvery-

Star

Name : Michael Jackson

DOB : August 29, 1968 '

Marital status : He finally
tied the knot with long time
live-in partner, Bubbles, his
pet chimp.

Interesting info : He be-
come a millionaire at the age
of 17.

He adores Peter Pan

Needless to say, he (s
loaded with money. He sleeps
in an oxygen tent

At this year's Grammy

Awards ceremony, Whoppi
Goldberg made a wise crack,

“In the category of new [aces ol
the year, the winner is Michacl

Jackson,” and Lhen wenl on
with sincere apologies. Bul a

On the Receiving End

Suddenly, he sighted two
figures: one fair and another
could not be contrasted in the
scmi-darkness, running to-
wards him carrying a sack. He
knew at once who they were.
He prepared himselfl both
mentally and physically to
catch them. Soon they were
near him.

Just then, out of the blue,
they thrust a sack on his arm
and ran past him and soon van-
ished out of sight.

. Before he could assimilate

f the situation, he was running

after them too, clutching the
sack in his arm. But he was not
a good runner — his legs ached
during vigorous activity.
Unluckily, his trailing the
thieves seemed fruitless for he
was running after nothing but
into darkness.

Just when he was thinking
whether he should run any fur-
ther, he heard the mighty
cries of the crowd who were
quite at a respectable distance

NOW.

lle felt happy seeing them
and he mentally prepared what
he would say to the owner of
the sack when he would returm
it.

“Here is your property, sir.
Completely intact. | am utterly
sorry | couldn’'t catch the
thieves but succeeded in
procuring this sack.” He men-
tally trimmed and tailored his
speech.

And il the owner were to
offer him any reward he would
say, 'No, sir. | am not going to
l'.azc any reward. | am rather
humiliated by your offer. It is
my duty as a mnﬁclnhk citd-
zen to...." Before he could pro-
ceed to finish his speech the
crowd had him ove ed.
And the owner matching the
description the maid had given
him with the man in front of
him cried, "Catch him. He 1Is
the one.” Getting the permis-
sion from the owner the crowd

by Md Atique Ullah

got hold of the man and before
he could resist or explain
them any thing he was being
beater up.

People got hold of his arm
and twisted it. The owner
snatched away the sack and he

man's abdomen at which the
man gave a cry calling his fa-
ther arid mother. .

He wanted to explain to
them that they had mistaken
him and uttered a few state-
ments from his prepared
speech. But they were inaudi-
ble against the screaming and
shouting of the excited crowd.

h._‘. N

body had been satisficd and
satialed. The auvdience could
not have thanked the bands
enough for the joy they gave us.

Most of the concert goers
were Lhere.to enjoy them-
sclves. While others went fo ...
well, "Dress up7” A lot of peo-
plc seem 1o miss the esaence
of a "rock”™ concert. There s &
difference bétween rock and
classical and there should be a
diflerence In how onec Is
dressed for etther. But to each
his own and il onc intends to
show to the world that red and
gold are onc’s favourite colo-
urs, who are we to complain?

The different groups who
went to the concert varied.
There were those who had a

time and let it all

- while others sat th
the entire concert like primm
donnas or mannequins. The
first group smiled and clapped.
The second just sat Lthere and
there was a doubt as to
whether they were human or
nol. They showed no signs of
registering anything that they
hcard apart from “irritation”
with the noise (71). Nolsc? My
God, what did you cxpect at a
rock concert, a meditation
chamber?

True it was a lttle noisy and
cve y shouted themselves
hoarse. lsn’'t that why you came
to the concert in the first
place, to enjoy yourscives? (Oh
sorry, you are the manncquins
and aren’t those uscd to dis-
play clothes?)

Perhaps the thrill of the
concert lies in how hyped up
one is and that depends on
hew well the bands perform.
All gimmicks aside, the music
nceds to "get to you". Both
Sweet Venom and Miles
us a real doze of rock 'n' roll
and K-Oz? Well, they were
there just for that a little

budgct
250,000 dollars
pounds) for
alone is surely deserving of
such an award, wouldn't you
say 7

excecding over
lor is it
lastic surgery

people plucked his
hair in bunches and some
punched him wherever they
pleased. A few of them, who

Some

were carrying knives and
sticks, poked him or pierced

him.
The poor man tried des-

perately to extricate himselfl
from their grip and cried in
severe agony. He screamed and
shouted and moaned but peo-
ple were not bothered with it.

Till Next Week

too gave a mighty kick at the
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" ROBERT THE DUCK

g,

By. éma C howd hurs

{Aow WwAs THE rEST, TERRY ?

ASHARD As A Puwce
OF CAke, Aunr yum

DON'T You MEAN " A5 ERSy A5 | WO,] WAS REFERR/NG TO FhE

(A PECE OF CAKE."? CAKES YOU BAkE!

Fill out this form and send it to us, and you will be a

member of the Rising Star Club. Send in your
writings,illustrations, and cartoons. It is an ldfeal
opportunity to express yourself through the print

media.

Name:
Father’s Name:
School:

Full Address:

Telephone No.




