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Hong Kong deports| Palestinian delegates to ME

38 Vietnamese

HONGO KONG, Junc 19:

-cight Vietnamese boat

woere deported back to

their homeland today, some

foreibly, as the Hong Kong

government began in carnest

its drive to emply out crowded
refugec camps, reports AFT

Several of the deportees put
up resistance, and had to be
dragged by lHong Kong police
on to the four-engine hercules
tll’g: plane bound for Hanot.

thers, heads bowed, ac-
cepted their fate and led their
families in.

One little girl, her parcnis
apparcntly among the ru
sisters, clutched a blanket and
walked in alone, llanked by a
line ol policemen called in to
prevent possible altercations.

The deportees — 21 men,
scven women, four boys and
six girls - had spent the night
at n boat people detention con
ire on an outlying island
Twenty-five had volunteered Lo
lcave, long Kong ollicials said

The 38 had been screencd
out as non-refugees under the
so-called orderly return pro-

hammered out in May.
Eight were criminal offenders
who had served time in Honk
Kong fails for crimes such as
theft and assault.

The deportation was tLhe
first since Hanol and London
hammered oul an agreement
in May lor large-scale repatria-
tions ol the more than 54 000
Vietnamcese boal people in
Hong Kong.

BRIEFRY

Panama's 4 to

Omcials hEld- Four

of Panama's top security ollicials were suspended and placed
under arrest for failing o stop prolests thal marred a visit
last weck by US President George Bush, rceports AFP lrom

Panama City.

Bush was rushed away (rom a downtown Panama City plaza
when US- trained police fired tear gas al nearby demonstra-
tors and it wafted over the crowd Bush planned to address

and over the podium.

The suspended officials are Intelligence Chiel Miguel
Nicto, Ricardo Guardia, who heads troops protecling down-
town Panama City, Anti-Riot Chiel Javier Licona and Edgardo
Falcon, a secrel scrvice police officer, said Interior Minisier

Juan Chevalicr.

Opposition politicians, members of his own government
and the Panamanian press have buried Chevalier and his
Security Chiel Menalco Solis under a wave of criticism since
the boiched Bush visit last Thursday.

Rocket bursts in Ja

‘s first domestically-deve

of Japan

. The main engine
rocket has burst into

flames during a test, forcing a launch-date delay of at least six

months, officials of the National Space Development Agency
said Friday, AFP reports from Tokyo.

The fire occurred during the final engine combustion test
at Tangegashima Space Centre in southern Japan on
Thursday, they said.

“I'm afraid the launch of H-2 satellite launching rocket
would be delayed for at lcast six months,” one of the oflictals
sadd.

The LE-7 engine caught fire five scconds alter the test be-
gan. A fucl leak was the suspected cause, through officials said
it would take months to verify.

Soag Opera meet next week: s,

opcra slars, producers and dircctors from six nations in Lalin
America, Asia and Africa will meet in UN next week Lo
discuss how to promotc awarencss of such global problems as
the environment, family planning and women's rights, UN
officials said Thursday, AP reports from United Nations.

The soap opera personalities will come from Brazil, India,
Mexico, Nigeria, Pﬂki::: and Til:rc Philippincs. T

They will discuss pular soap operas can be used to
disseminate information nnpﬂvualh*lluu ' S

UN officials said the television figures will join a pancl dis-
cussion with officials on various UN agencies, including the
UN Population Fund, th¢ UN Children's Fund, the UN
Development Programme, the UN Development Fund for
Women, the UN Environment Programme, and the World
Health Organization.

2300-yr-old tomb found in China:
A 2,300-year-old tomb has been excavaled in Changsha Cily,
capital of Human Province in central China, reports Zinhua
from Changsha.

Archcological workers said that this is the biggest tomb of
the carly warring statcs period (475-221 BC) found in
Changsha in the last two decades.

The ancicnt tomb cnclosed two outer and two inner
coffins. The pit measures 6.1 metres in length and five me-
tres in width. The chamber of the tomb is surrounded by two-
step platforms and a passagc. As a layer of plaster was in-
serted between the coflins and the Is, the coflins remain
basically intact.

Relies unearthed in the tomb include bronze ware such as
mirrors, tripots, stools, kettles and basins, pottery and jade
ware, wood figures, bamboo weavings and music instruments.

Ban on Rodriguez's reelection:

Paraguayan President Andres Rodriguez will boycott a
ceremony at which a new constitution barring his reelection
is 1o be promulgated but is not challenging the document,
officials said Thursday, reports AFP from Asuncion.

Rodriguez, a 68-year-old army General who led a February
1989 coup Lhat toppled longlime authoritarian ruler Alfredo
Stroessner and was later elected President, called the consti-
tutional ban on his re-cleetion an attack on his honour.

“A citizen has been denied his rights,” Rodriguez told re-
porters Thursday. Rodriguez told lawmakers he will not at-
tend Salurday's ceremony lo promulgate the constitution,
concluded this week by a constituent assembly, according o
the head of that assembly, Oscar Facundo.

» L]
Birthday tribute to Suu Ky1: austae
paid a birthday tribute Friday to imprisoned Nobel Peacc

Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who remains under house arrest
in the Maynmar capital Yangon, AFP reports [rom Canberra.

The tributc was paid in the Parlament's upper.house
Senate fn a motion by all parties and independents that was
timed to coincide with the pro-democracy activist's 47th
birthday.

The Senate reallirmed its admiration for her "courage and
determination in continuing her resistance to the Maynmar
governing regimce’s repression.

it called on Maynmar ruling Statec Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC) to immediately release her to
prove the sincerity of its recent tenlative sicps towards re-
form,

talks meet Arafat

AMMAN, Jordan, June 19;
Palestintan delegates o the
Middlc East peace talks on
Thursday defled lsracli laws
prohibiting contact with the
MO and met publicly for the
first time with PLO chiefl
Yasscr Arulat, reports AP.

Under the gaze of rs
and photographers, Armm—
braced each of the 14 negotia-
tors and their 12 adviscrs as
they arrived at the Guest
Palace for a mecting. A special
bear hug was accorded o
Hannan Ashrawi, the delega-
tion's spokeswoman.

Heporters were not allowed
lo ask any qucstions, but pho-
tographers were given scveral
minules to lake pictures be-
fore the mecting started at
7.30 pm (1630 GMT).

The Palestinians had come
from the Israecli-occupied tler-
ritorics earlier in the day and
scemed unconcerned about
the risk they were Laking in
posing for pictures with the

! Bﬂ?*vur-uld PLO leadcor.

sriwl bars any contact with
the Palestine Liberation
Orginization on the grounds it
is a Llerrorist organizalion.
Isracli peace activists and
Palestinians have in the pasl
been jatled for meeting with
the PLO.

It was nol immediately
clear whal impact the mecting
would have on the Middle East
peace talks, launched in
Madrid last October. But it
highlighted the influence the
Palestline Liberation
Organization has maintained
on the ncgotiations, despite ils
physical abscnce.

As Lhe meeting started,

Aralal sat at a round table be-

tween the Palestinlan delega-
tion chielf, Dr Haidar Abdul-
Shafl, a native of occupled Gaza
City, and Faisal Husseini, the
lcading PLO suppeorter In the
West Bank.

Ashrawi and Husseini were
the main negotiators with US
Secretary of Slate James A
lBaker before the start of the
peace lalks in October.

Al lsrael's insistence, they

He knows how to

PARIS, Junc¢ 19: Yasscr
Arafal’'s wife Suha, 29, painted
a rarc intimale portrait of the
lcader of the Palestinc
Liberation Organisation, de-
scribing him in an Intervicw
Thursday as a tough bul sensi-
tive man of action, reports
AFP.

The 29-year-old Greek or
thodox Palestinian sald Arafat
had 'faith to move mountains’
and was "a believer, but not a
bigot... well-versed In the old
and ncw testaments and the
Torah as well as Lthe Quran
and whose closcst conlidant is
a Christian priest,” the
Palestinian Ibrahim lyad.

The 62-year-old Aralat, she
told the weckly Paris-Match,
“is far from being a cruel, mer
cilessman -- he knows how to
forgive.”

On occasions when he is
asked to approve Lhe execution
of a collaborator, she said,
Arafat rcfuses, saying: “the
world now knows he is a
traitor. But don’t forget that he
has a family. Il we kill him, his
children and grandchildren
will hate us as long as they
live.

were excluded from the nego-
tlating team and allowed to
scrve only as advisers, mainly
because they come [rom
Jerusalem.

Israel regards Jerusalem,
including the castern Arab sec-
tor which it occupied in 1967,
as its capital and refuses to al-
low the participation of Arabs
[rom the city in the peace
tadks.

Mrs Arafat, Nee Tawil, said
she had travelled hcre
with the PLO leader, but thal
“ever since we got marricd, we
avoid Ltravelling In the same
plamc.”

"Everything is temporary,

she  said Wo Camp every
where, our luggage 1s reacy
and we can move (n one hour.”

She described Aralal as o
migal man who leads a ncar
spartan existence and has no
POSSCHSIONS

1is only luxury is a stain-
less steel Rolex. .. his only vice,
ica swectened with honey,

Iin Jerusalem, Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's
spokesman Ehud Geol would
nol specify whether Israel
would bring charges against
the negouators. He said the
meeting was “the latest
of a series of provocations”
Ashrawi and Husseini, and that
‘an approprialc response to
their behavior will come”™. He
would not claborate.

f .
she said, :

The only clothes Arafat
owns are “[ive identical uni-
forms, two khaki ones for win-
ler and three lighter ones for
summer.” the PLO leader's
wile said.

Questioned about Arafat's
hirsute look, she said: "Believe
me, he is not unshaven-- he
simply has a light beard”,

"I have never seen a man

who s ... such a maniac about

his clothes and his personal
hygicne,” she said.

Mrs Araflat sald she "docs
not carc” {f ple call her
husband a lerrorist, becausc
"'men are judged by their
Limes."

"England wanted (Israeli
Premier Yitzhak) Shamir's
head,” she said. Today he is
reecived at DBuckingham
Palace.”

Arafat, who was present at
the iInterview, DParis-Match

said, told the reporter aflter-
wards that he had decided to
get marricd altgr ycars as a
bachelor becnuse he had, “at
last, found a woman who will

have me -- pgnd th her.”

France to hold
referendum on
EC treaty

PARIS, June 19 : Backers ol
Europcan unity won a victory

Friday when the National
Asscmbly cleared the way lor
volers to accepl or reject a
treatly that would give the
Europcan Communily a com-
mon currency and forcign pol-
icy, reports Al.

The 388-10-43 volc was a
coup for President Francois
Millcrrand, a major backer ol
‘Européan unity who has
pressed hard for French ap-
proval of the controversial
Treatly ol Maastrichl.

Ircland held a referendum
Thursday on the treaty. and
results were expected Friday.

Mitterrand gave inlo oppo-
sition demands for a rcleren-
dum on the trealy aller Danish
volers rejected it June 2.

(C) sings with the presidential palace choir after

celebrating with outgoing President Corazon Aquino the second anniversary of the "Kabisig"
anti-poverty movement at Malacanang palace Thursday.

— AFP/UNB photo

MOSCOW, June 19: The
Nagorny-Karabakh government
introduced a state of emer-
gency Thursday, while
Azerbaijan inlensilied its offen-
sive to regain lost territory,
reports AP.

The Itar-Tass news agency
also said the Nagorny-Karabakh
parliament sanctioned the
starl of a guerilla war against
Azerbaijani forces, which were
closing in on the regional
center of Mardakert.

The wecek-old Azerbaijani
offensive [ollows the election
carlicr this month Ebulfez
Eleibey as president. The
keader of the hawkish Popular
Front has pledged to take back
all Lerritory lost by his country
in four years of fighting with
Armenians for control ol
Nagorny-Karabakh.

Nagorny-Karabakh fs a

mainly Armenian enclave in-,
side Azerbaijan.

The classes in the
week betlween revitalized
Azcrbaijani forees and
Armenian militanls are some
of the heaviest in more than
four ycars of fighting for con-

pasl

Azerbaijan intensifies attack

trol of Nagomy-Karabakh.

The state of cmergency
called by the enclave’'s parlia-
ment was to last for onc
month, but no details about it
were given.

The Nagorny-Karabakh gov-
crnment also announced a
gencral mobilization, but it was
not likely to have much impact
since many man in the enclave

arc already under arms.

Backed by aboul 20 tanks
and 50 armored personncl
carricrs, the Azerbaijanis were
trying to take Mardakert, ac-
cording o the Armenian
Defense Ministry. The ministry
claimed ethnic Russians were
fichting on the side of the
Azerbaljanis.

ltar-Tass said a group of

UN Council meet Monday

United Nations, June |9:
The UN Securily council has
scheduled a mecting  for
Monday to examine the situa-
tion in the disputed enclave of
Nagorny-Karabakh, diplomatic
sources sald Thursday, reports
AFP.

France is expected to ask
the Council at that time to
consider sending UN ob-
scrvers 1o the region, which
has been gripped in bloody
ethnic conflict for four yecars.

The Council will consider a
rcport [from UN Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
based on a Lrip to Nagorny-
Karabakh by Francesc Ven-

drell, a ranking UN ollicial.
Sources said Vendrell advo-
cates sending UN obscrvers to
the cenclave 1o oversee Lhe de-
livery of humanitarian aid but
believes this cannot be under-
taken until a ceasefire is ob-

. served.

Armenia has several Limes
asked for UN "blue berct” ob-
scrvers to be dispatched but
the council has refused, in-
stcad sending two lacl-linding
missions.

Nagorny-Karabakh 1is a
mainly christian Armenian-
populated enclave located in-
side and administcred by
Muslim Azerbatjan.

Emergency in Nagorny-Karabakh

Armenian militants had
threatened to blow up a hydro-
electric dam near Mardakert
to food villages in nearby
Azcrbaijan. The Nagorny-
Karabakh parliament con-
demned the threat, saying it
would harm Armenians as well,

The Interfax news agency
quoted a statement by Elcibey
in which he appealed to the
United Nations, NATO, and the
Council for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to pre-
vent Armenian aggression
against Azerbaijan,

The Armenian Defence
Ministry said Armenian forces
had retaken the villages of
Syrkhavend and kazanchi, but
about 20 Armenians and some
200 Azerbaijani soldiers were
killed during fighting over the
past 24 hours.

The ministry also said about
50 Armenians and 200
Azerbaijanis were killed during
the past two to three days in
the Askeran region of Nagorny-
Karabakh. Askeran is a key
town that links the Nagorny-
Karabakh capital of
Stepanakert with the eastern
part of the enclave.
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Off the Record

S - ‘ i.“.‘“ .I
LONDON: Kevin Maxwell, 33, gives a statement to
the press after leaving the city magistrates court on
Thursday. — AFP/UNB photo

$ 3.7m Maxwell will

LONDON: Media tycoon Robert Maxwell left two million
pounds (3.7 million dollars) to family and friends in his will
before he died last November, the Financial Times said
Friday, publishing the document in full, reports AFP

But the paper said the money could well be seized 10 pay
off Maxwell's many creditors, including pensioners of his
companies whose money he plundered.

Under the terms of the will Maxwell's widow Elisabeth was
to receive 500,000 pounds (930,000 dollars) and three
apartments in France.

His secretary and close [riend, Jdean Baddeley, was to In-
herit 100,000 pounds. Each of his seven children was to re
cetve 200,000 pounds. He also left 150,000 pounds 1o his sis
ter and 100,000 US dollars cach 1o a niere and ncphew

Maxwell specified in the document, drawn up in July
1987, and amcnded In December 1990, that any bencficiary
who brought the Maxwell family or his pergamon group into
disrepute” within two years of his death, would be cut out of
the will.

Anyone who unsuccessfully challenged the will would have
their share cut to just 1,000 pounds (1,850 dollars).

The rest of his personal estate was to ﬁ; to a varfety of
causcs including the defence of Israel, the cradication of
Alzheimer's disease and cancer, young media entreprencurs
and world peace.

L] LE B
in US military

CANBERRA: The government has reaffirmed its ban on
homosexuals in the military, drawing accusations of discrimi-
nation Friday [rom gay-rights and civil liberties groups, re-
poris AP.

“The continuing of the ban on lesblans and gay men in the
defence forces Is simply blind prejudice and totally unaccept-
able,” said Paul Costecllo, a spokesman for Gay and Lesbian
Rights.

Defensce Minister Robert Ray announced the decision
Thursday while issuing a policy on "unacceptable sexual be-
havior” that included sexual harassment and criminal sex of-
fenses.

Ray's statement came Lthe same day Dritain said it would no
longer prosecule homosexuality as a military crime. British
military personncl caught participating in homosexual activity
could still be dismissed.

The Australian military reviewed its ban on homosexual
activity under pressure from the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunities Commission after a number of cases involving
gay military stalfl.

The policy says the military will consider dismissing a
member of the armed forces who is found to be involved in
homeosexual conductl.

Federal 1Hluman Rights Commissioner Brian Burdekin ac-
cused the government of maintaining a double standard by
banning gays in the military but not other departments.

Costello, of Gay and [esbian Rights, said the policy con-
Meted with the International Labor Convention's ban on sex-
ual discrimination in the workplace.

We all ought to go
to his school

WICHITA: From the peasant villages of Russia to the'wheal
ficlds of Middle America, Boris Yeltsin has won over the peo-
plc with his brand of populism. He even stunned the
Amcrican politiclans who were his hosts, reporis AP,

"I'd like to keep him a
weck and make him my
cam manager,” Sen. Bob
Dole, joked Thursday as
Yeltsin departed for Canada
after a five-hour visit to
Kansas following the summit
in Washington. i

Dole's fellow Kansas |
Republican, Sen Nancy
Kassebaum, agreed thal
American politicians could
learn a lot from Yeltsin.

"We were saying we all
ought to go to his school,”
Kassebaum said. "He's a natural. He's got greal instincts and
won a lot of friends”.

Yeltsin arrived Thursday night in Otltawa. He was lo ad-
dress Parliament on Friday, meet with Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney and ask for 2.4 billion dollar in aid.

Earlier this week in Washington, Yeltsin addressed
Congress, requested aid and was hafled as a world-class
statesman for negotiating landmark nuclear missile reduc-
tions with President Bush.

Yeltsin seemed to thoroughly enjoy himsell, despite the
90°F (32°C) heat and fatigue [rom a packed schedule, and
secmed impressed by what he saw at the farm and a meat-
packing plant.

Asked what he'd like to take back from the farm, he re-
sponded, "I'd take everything, including the family”.

In his spceches, translated from Russian, Yeltsin touched
on Kansas' pride in agriculture, their patriotism, desire for
peace and down-home friendliness. “There is no way we will

ever be even potential adversaries,” Yeltsin told an audience
at Wichita State University. "No, we are friends. We made it".

69 arrested
in Tibet

BEIJING, June 19: Chincse
authorities have arrested al
least 69 pecople involved iIn
Tibetan pro-independence ac-
tivities in rural areas ol the
Himalayan region, an organiza-
tion that menitors Tibetan
human rights said Friday, re-
ports AP,

The London-based Tibet
Information Network, citing
unofficial sources in Lhasa, said
the arrests occurred this ycar

Malaysia wants to |
host post-Earth
Summit

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 :
Malaysia wants to host a post-
Earth Summit conlference to
ensurc that decisions madc at
Rio D¢ Janeiro on forest con-
scrvalion would be [ulfilled, a
Cabinet minister was quoted
today as saying, rcports AFP.

Primary Industrics Minister
Lim Keng Yaik, returning from

Rio late Thursday, said the
conference would attempt to

[1 n Stalinist 1ISON
grounds in the previous two days, evidently to
put a good face forward to the Americans. )

‘Our conditions are pretty good anyway,
Alexandrov said, managing a half-hearted smile
as he cleaned potatoes at a kitchen outside the

compound.
Alexandrov, who has one year left on his

US suspects a POW still

held at one of the camps here.

Camp No 5 and the others are serviced by
Pechora, a bluc-collar town of 70,000, which is
located about 1,500 kilometers (900 miles)
northeast ol Moscow. -

The trip was quickly organized following
the disclosure by President Boris Yeltsin thal
American POWs imprisoned in the Sovict
Union might still be on Russian soil.

The delegation intended to kcep working
Friday before returning to Moscow.

A private American group searching lor
POWSs, the Ark Project, said it believed the
man being sought was lst Lt. Robert Martin
who was taken prisoner by North Korea during
the Korean War.

The American 1nv=lligatur? refused to
speak to reporters. They filed from room lo
room in the prison's dilapidated, three-story
administration building, its interfor walls
freshly painted white, in scarch of information
about the missing American. '

Soldicrs, inmates and prison officials all
said there were no Americans present.

“We heard some rumors that somebody was
around here, but nobody has ever scen him.
And | don't believe them,” said 18-ycar-old
Alexander Babenko, onc of a hall-dozen young
soldicrs posted at a guardhouse overlooking
the campyard. K han 200

The labor camp, home to more Lhan :
prisoncrs, is surrounded by a high brick and term, said he has never seen an hn‘u;rk?nkdur
wooden fence topped by barbed-wire. It s set ing hhh:-im?z al lﬁf camp, but | don't know

le ded by birch trees for  about the other places.
::Hf:ln ::I:t;“iail“fld::.rmun ) ’ Most of its residents work in tdh: l::nal l":;:
: ; i allowed inside, but ber-cutting or oil exploration industrics.
cnuhigu:cﬂzi;lt;:ii;gn; gchlnd the fence, arrival of the delegation stirred skepticism | jn owns, small villages and
including a hospital, barracks and small facto- among some people about the true nature of | remote ﬂb;'l:n mt::;nl'l‘tdnlzl

: ; - wood furnt- the Americans visil. | where t monks a y
::-: where prisoriers produce en fu ptoplempul B Wi

The entrance road is lined with f[reshly Ln:cpc?dtncﬁrrwﬂt?:::'.ml;
planted pine saplings. The erumbling concrete n:u “I'I: el
roand winding around the camp has been swept Hi;! s y-
clean and the few prisoners allowed oulside i g tmdﬂ.jh umf.wmw
were wearing clean, black uniforms. : “Il.!l i

Viadimir Alexandrov, a 38-year-old con- na iamc;“r“ y ForiBn
victed burglar scrving a four-year term; said Tibetan H.rrﬂdll.
camp officials ordered inmates to clean up ““. work said statement.

RUSSIA, June 19: American invesligators
arc continuing to look into reports a US POW
may be alive in a Stalinist prison, but camp ol
fictals insist there arc no Americans in the re-
mote Pechora region, reports AP, |

“We don't have any Americans here,” said
Maj. Gen. Leonid Khamluk, chief of the region
that comprises roughly 10 labour camps built
before and during World War 1.

The American investigatars arrived in the
Pechora area Thursday to probe reports a US
POW was still alive. All they found were [reshly
painted walls, smiling prisoners and officials
pressure developed countrics | whe insist their secarch was in vain.

o increase their forest arcas. The delegation of two civillans and one

Lim said he would propose | military investigator — part of a joint US-
to the Cabinct that the cogfer- | Russian commission on POWs — met local
ence be held in Kuala Lumpur | officials Thursday and then trekked over rough

nexl yvar. gravel roads through the Taiga forésts Lo rcach
"”Hc Iﬂkrﬁ:: had a list of 20 No. 5 in the once-closed area known as
countrics which had actively

PL-350.
presscd for the decision on The delegation travelled to Camp No 5, 10
the forest principles at tLhe

kilometers (six milcs) from Pechora, after get-
summil. w“rdmﬁnmrmnpl._hlwuhchcwndmbt

‘They didn't really come here to save any-
body. This is purely political,” said Yur
Kokuashvili, deputy chiel of the Pechora police
department and an official in charge of security
oulside the camp.

The POW commission, headed by Russian
Gen. Dmitri Volkogonov and former US
Ambassador Malcolm Toon.
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