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Tribute to Jagadish Chandra Bose, the Man who Knew All| Kuakata—a Place for the
about Plants; and Challenging Time for Newspape

HILE we talk abou t protecting our

rencwed intercst among conlemporary -sci-

entists in the work done by Bose, on which
produce a rcport

one of our feature writers will
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cssays, like the one we all read in our
. 1 recall correctly, it was a plece in

which speaking in first , the writer has
a long conversation with the Ganges, asking
the river where it comes from and where i

gocs. As the river keeps up the dialogue, bring-
mythology again and again, you can
almost hear the Ganges whis in a soll low
voice. May be some onc should translate it into
English for environmentalists in different

MY WORLD

with other wockend dailics.

F-:ﬂdmh,mmmmm
as a Mo journalists aspiring to
qualily weckend newspapers. Serfous
being pompous, the pub
readers a wide range of excellent cover
[rom inves
issucs to
ulating book reviews to bylined columns by
known and unknown writers.

We have scveral reasons for paying our
tribute to The Sunday Times of

tigative reports on socio-political

in 1971, it was the first western pu tlon

to devote a four-page s to what it called
‘CGenocide”, in large bold headlines, detafling

S. M. Ali

So, the more we know aboul our plants, the

stronger will be the
destruction of our vegetation, a movement thal
already finds its manifestation in different
forms, in differcnt countries. As Fr RW Timm
tells us in an informative piece, published by
the Dhaka Courier, "in India, the Chipko
Movement, in which women embraced the
trecs in order to save them form destruction
by loggers, generated several folk songs about
their efforts Lo arouse people’s consciousness
and enthusiasm”.

The late Jagadish Chandra Bose would have
been with this new awareness among
women in South Asia about the place of plants
and trees in our life perhaps in their
realisation that, apart from possessing lives ol
their own, they also have f[eelings and

movement against
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Scientist Jagadish Chandra Bose and
a tree that, one hopes, will survive a
threat to its life.

countrits who are campaigning against man-
made pollution of our rivers, including the
Gangius.

IKE a sizable numbcr of journalists in
different countries, | feel dismayed
that it is The Sunday Times ol London
which has just serialiscd what is said to be an
atrocious book on the private life of Princess
Dana, thus presenting its rcaders with "this
new odious exh-ibition of journalists dabbling
their fingers in the stufl of other people's
soul”, as a London-based press body put it the
other day.
It is all very sad that it should be the stable
companion of The Times — still a great paper
— thalt stoops so low in its battle for circulation

Lthe massacre in Lhe crstwhile East Pakistan by
Yahya Khan's army, written by a courageous
highly professional Pakistani journalisi,
Anth Mascaranhas. This was later
expan into the ~book, "The of
Bangladesh”, perhaps the first book on the
subject published in English. As Mascaranhas
who died a premalure death some e
once tokd me.” It was the su of the Sun-
day Times editor, Harold Evans with his
enormous sympathy for the people of
Bangladesh who rnaL all this hie, the
four-page coverage, the book and, finally, my
migration to London, with a in his 5.’
In some ways, It was I'th pﬁlu

which served as a model for the Asian, the
Hongkong-based weckend newspaper which
was launched in the late sixties, under the
cditorship of Tarzic Villachi. Due o poor
marketing and inadequale adverusing suppori.
this unique publication was closed down in the
carly scventics, lcaving a gap that fs yetl 10 be
filled.

As the editor of The Sunday Times, Evans
was dlways most helpful in the training
projects for Asian journalists. le served. as a
resource pcrsons al many of our seminars in
this region, one of which, if | remember
correctly, worked out some guidelincs as (o
how the media should cover religious or cthnic
conflicts. This particular seminar was hcld in
Colombo, but in the mid-sixties, long belore
parl of the island was caught in an cndlcss
ethnic bloodbath.

So, as you see, The Sunday Times meant a
great deal to many of us in Asia for decades.

Harold Evens lefl The Sunday Times some
years ago to take over as Lhe Edilor of The
Times- — a distinct honour for a relatively
young journalist — but, in a matter of years, was
eased out of his job by Rupert Murdoch, the
controversial newspaper tycoon. As expected,
Evans ended up by writing a best-seller, "Good
Times, Bad Times”, detailing the story of his
ouster from the Times group.

The serfalisation of the book on Princcss Di
by The Sundaly Times, prompting other British
dailies and weekend papers to wash the
linen in public, has done incalculable damage
to the image of British journalism. The line di-

out
lication offered fis

straight-forward scoops, (rom stim-

viding the gqualit and thc sensational
tabloids has become very Lthin indeed,
with cach publication its own battle in
the circulation war, its own rules. And
what happens in Britain can also happen clse
where, including

My other is, if the London-bascd
Press Complaints cannot halt the

scene of Uhe
republic will have a competilor, perhaps
wﬂhﬂlﬂ.hhhﬁdltﬁhﬂny. No,
this is not much of a news, untfl you sec the
by the authoritative regional

80 crore taka.
Oddly enough, the venture will be owned by
the government-controlled National Trade
'mion Congrecss (NTUC) which runs scveral
other commwrcial projects. Il you [ind the
figare of the estimated capital of the new

Holdings (SPH), the .puHIIMf Straits
Times has in iis rescrves, a tidy S8 450
million, the equivalernt of $281 milllon or an

astronomical amoam f convert it into taka.

With such high fi-arcial stakes, publications
cannot afford to lose. ™~ some still do, even In
such an well-organised, highl’ efficien* city re-
public as Singapore. In 1986, anothe: lafly,
the Singapore Monitor which had also vai
tried 10 compete with the Straits Times,
closed after three years of operation with an
estimated loss of $15 million.

One secs the same scenarfo in Kuala
Lumpur, Bangkok and Hongkong, not to
mention such cities as Seoul and Tokye
Somchow it is all rather [rustrating for small
entreprencurs, a losing game for the
commu press. Now, one notices the same
trcnds in India, especially among the big
monopolies. Whether other South Asian
countries, including Bangladesh, will face Lhe
same phenomenon is still (o be seen.
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Discerning Traveller

by Mohammad Ahsan Kabir and Shabbir Hossain

ANGLADESH s not a

paradise. it cannot be a

utopia, and that clusive
land of Shangrila lives only In
the dreams and imagination of
man. But Bangladesh is real
And alive. It is a which
may not be a cool cradie as the
mountain kingdom eof the
snowkissed as, bul it is
a land that ts forever summer:
a sweeping of subtle
balances of sound, shade and

| colour; an exciting boutique of

diverse cultures and [ascinal-

unity .
it Hes in the Potuakhali
district of the southern pan of
the . Amidst steep clifls
st an alttude of hundreds of
meters, the beach appears
like a Scandinavian fjord. The
irek to Kuakata begins at
a 15 -hour ftera-
tien by launch or bus from
Dhaka. The trek through the
Sundcrbans is an alternative
with a charming launch jour-
ncy through the green mysicor-
ics of s newly developed

forest range

Rakhaine ﬁ:hmnn;nutin 1:!1- sea.

Bangladesh may not be one
of the "big boys” of interna-
tional tourism but it has not
diminished in charm and
gradually it has established it
scll as one of the most desir
able destinations in South East
Asia for tourists.

From time¢ immemorial
Kuakata, an emblem of uncarcd
natural beauty, with the end-
less blue-green sea of unknown
decpth caressing it with Lhe

ntle foam — has never

led to enthrall the hearts of
even those who have not a jol
of interest in mother nature.
In fact everything there in
Kuakata is more than natural.
Though motels and restaurants
are yet 1o be there you can
have your moon-light dinner al
Salam Miah's paltry beach-
restaurant and get together for
small homely barbecucs under
the open starry sky with per-
feet merriment. Bored of per-
functory city life? Take a slow
journey up thr roast, where
the coconut bheaches are long,
and where allurir- pictu b %

greencry preserv:  way
charming in fts simplicity. Like
to enjoy both the sunset and
sunrise? The 'inflinite’ beach
ly extended to both wesl

and east, will provide you that

F there is one thing com
mon in ., it
is boredom or lack ol
excitement. It is considened to
be an {inevitable reality,
something that is bound o
happen some day. And why
not? What can be more boring
than having to see the samc
person for the last 10 or 15
years, listening to the samc
jokes, sharing the same
toothpaste, not to mention the
other more intimate details ol
life that one has to share? And
as I that was not bad enough,
there is the serious possibility
of going through the same rit-
uals for the next 15 or morc
years. Yet, inspite of the bore-
dom apd all the other not so
pleasant aspects of marriage,
people all over the world, ev-
ery day millions of them, are
making the commitment to

"love and,to care, in

times and bad, till..." As the
years pass, most couples live
by the commitment but some-
how somewhere the fun goes
out of the marriage, the rela-
tionship becomes stale and life
goes on in a steady
monotonous pattern. Boredpm
in marriage is so prevalent that
many couples accept it as an
integral part of marriage, not
being aware that it could be
different. But is it really so in-
cvitable? My answer is of
course no. There is nothing
inevitable about it, marriages
can be interesting and exciting
for ever [ conscious effort is
made. Admittedly it is tough,
but it can be done. If we look
at relationships as growing,
alive, vibrant with the potential
of immense diversity and
h, and what s what a
relationship should be,
then of boredom
does not arise. One can spend
a lifetime the di-
versity and the banality of each
ntherl?; personality. lt{.no' by
now most readers are to
themselves, “"this is very
well, but how does one keep
the exciting?” The
answer o is firstly, con-
scious cffort and thc next is to
get out of some of our cultural
stercotypes that inhabit cou-
ples. to enjoy, each other in
playful, ehildlike funny ways. In
our culture, couples are con-
stantly bombarded with the
message of'"now that you are
married and have children you
must be scrious and responsi-
ble”. Marriage counscllors are
often asked "we used o have
so much fun during the first
E.r of opr marriage, why has
become so boring now?"

The answer is "do you at all do
the things that used to make
life a fun? w, relation-

Excitement in Marriage

by Shaheen Anam

ship starts losing its inital ¢x
citement when the children
comc. As motherhood, and all
the virtues ascribed to moth-
erhood are so culogised,
women take it as the prime
mission in their lives. They try
to become such - perfect moth-
ers that unconsciously the
husband is neglected on the
other hand, the husband is

perceived as the bread earncr. -

This causes him to concen-
trate all his energies and  ef-
forts in his profession. Over
the years the fun goes out of
the marriage, emotionally the
couple drift apart and a time
comes when they have nothing

o say to cach other. The con-

cept of romantic love alter
is scorned upon and
:mcnul:nmrd demonstration of

tion is discouraged. But

this need not be so. Marriage
should not mean the end of
romantic love. On the other
hand, it should be the begin-
ning of a beautiful romantic
relationship that lasts a life-
time. Given the monotony, the
sameness, the pressure of day
to day it is very tough to
keep up the excitement and
the romance but there arc
ways, actions that do not re-
quire too much effort such as a
compliment, a simplc word ol
appreciation, bringing home
flowers even when no one is
sick or surprising each other
with a gift, celebrating wtt]-;uul

occasion, going out to din-
r.:g without u-fchlldrcn. Lak-
ing intcrest in each other's
work, hobbies — an Lhinlg to
communicate that life is lun,
that you are blessed and happy
to be with each other. There is
no other better way to bring
back the excitement and fun of
the ecarly days of marriage than
io take holiday,’ just the two of
you without the children.
Some parents, | know , will be
shocked at my suggestion, but
if children carn be left behind

in pro
son Lo feel guilty about leaving
them lor a few days or weeks.
Couples have known o have
comc back rejuvenated and
much betler equipped to deal
with the demands made on

per care there is no rea-

them by the family, home and
children. During the course of
our married life, we tend to
forget that we owe ourselves
some fun. some entertainment
and rclaxation. Another reason
for boredom in marriage fis

There are lwo types of in-
habitants hcere with diffcrent
cultures and ways of e — the
Bangalee Muslims and the
Rakhaines. Rakhaines are fol-
lowers of Buddhism and
believed to have come frem
the then Burma before ‘British-
H.f’] Usually Bangalee Muslims
call them as ‘'mag. History says
that they started cultivation
clearing the jungle and thus
established a civilization. But
now-a-days, in an odd twist ol
fate, they are on the verge of
extinction. Even then IJ'I'.?' arc
holding up there own culture,
custom, and social norms.

Rakhaines are said to bc
beauty-loving tribe. Almost
every sc is adorned with a
beautiful garden in [ront. They
keep their houses always tidy
and weave their own apparcis
on homespun handlooms. They
haye their own language but atl
times they also speak Bangla.

You will find here le of
different professions like fish-
erman cultivators and others. A
group of hard-working people
catch shrimp with a peculiar
rectangular mosquftoc net. If
you go farther toward Lhe
decper sca you will discover

ople catching sharks of dif-
See col. 3

lack ol interest in each other's f

lives as well as in onc’s own
life. Each riner has a re-
sponsibility to makc¢ him-
scif/hersell more interesting,
and to help each other to de-
vclop to the maximum one's
potential, This is the factor
that makes life interesting.
The passing years, with age
and cxperience, should make a
person more interesting and
interested in life. Couples must
have their own world no mat-
ter what they do, be it home or
the work place, and thus come
logether each bringing his/her
own cxperiences making the
relationship richer and the
charm enhanced.

$o couplcs, are you willing
to take up the challenge, for a
challenge it 1s? The best time
to start is now. Pick up the
phone and say something
swecel, something diflcrent to
your spouse, 'we have some-
thing special tonight,” bring
home some flowers, go aul for
a quiet dinner just two of you,
talk about how you first met —
just do it — it will make a dif-
ference; |1 promise,

Kuakata

From col. 8

ferent sizes, il not too big, with
barbs in order to collect the
fins which later they sell at «
price say Taka 26000 pcr
maund. Thesc are also
exported to foreign countrics
and thus earn a lotl of foreign

turesque, uncrowded beach,
en in a halo of breath-
taking natural beauty, it is still
uncared for. It can casily be
turned into a charming resort.
An action-packed programme
of activities and [estivitics
should be planned [or the
lourists — So that they come,
enjoy and experience Lhe
mystic charm of Bangladcsh.

e ——

currency.

“"Rash-Utsab'" s the main
allraction in Kuakata in mid
Agrahyan (early winter). The
nature takes a festive look
when the Rakhatnes sprinkle
red ‘abeer on each other dur-
ing Lhe festival.

Though Kuakata is a sensa-
tional tourist spot with a pic-

Back from the sea with the catch—young sharks.
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Rising Stars

This is to inform our
young readers that the Rising
Stars page will on

appear
Saturday instead of Friday
Jfrom now on. We regret the
inconvenience to our readers.

ime
Jriends.
Javou
mother

terests of my neices, since their mother obvioulsy won't
Who'll marry them now? By what right does Ms Jahan call me
lo account?

And you, dear Mita, agreed with Ms Jahan a little too well
Jor the liking of a great many people. | suppose, it's because

s yourself. l've noticed that you answer from a
point of view. Most of my [riends read your
this for a fact. To do justice to your
readers, you should be strictly neutral. :

even before the marriage — the people who'll see to it that
she dies a living death in society — are all women, not men

Anonymous, Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Dear mous,

Forgive me if 1 offended because it was not intentional at
all. I try to be neutral even if | am a woman and a feminist.
When | with Ms Jahan I meant all kinds of hypocrisy,
and not only male hypocrisy, should be condemned. 1 cer-
tainly did not imply that you were oppressing your ‘bhabf’, on
the other hand I believe you are her well wisher and care
what happens to her. Your comment about women oppressing
cach other is right on target. Unfortunately, even now afler
years of women's movement, there is a lack of solidarity
among women as for your fear that your neices will not get
married because of their mother’'s actions. Well if that is really
true, then we are an extremely narrow-minded and vicious
people. But | truely believe that this will not be the case.The
girls will stand on their own because of their education and
personality and if men refuse to marry them just because
their mother married a younger man, then they are not wor-
thy suitors.

er years of marriage, my wife gave birth to a boy two
nﬁmgmdlcmty[ﬁgmyﬁstmhwhhdm
my next door neighbour. I don’t look like my cousin at all.
The s st rumours have got going. | can’t face anybody
anymore. | have lost 30 pounds in two months.

I am 30 and passably goodlooking. My wife is 25 and
pretty. My cousin (s 35 and very handsome. lle is respectably
and the father of two children. There has never been
any scandal about him before. Our s always slipped in
and out of each other's houses. has stopped afler the

scandal
| have never reason to suspect my wife. She some-
shopping or visiling her Jamily and

%

had
s oul alone —
But that ts normal. There is a very strong argument in
rqf'htr:hﬂm.vmﬂtmnmylhhgﬁlhy.my
would have sniffed it out a long time back and raised

t

Is there any medical test to find out {f this baby is mine or
not? If he isn't, | will him out of my house along with
his mother. But if he is' | will throw out my mother. Tell me,
‘chaprassis’ in my office are laughing at me. My life has turned
into a nightmare.

Anonymous, Gulshan, Dhaka

Dear Anonymous,
In all my years ol counselling, | have seldom come across
a letter as complex as yours. There are many [acets to this
problem. | well try to address the most compelling ones and
be as scnsitive gs possible. It is really unfortunate that a child,
who should normally brings joy and happiness, who is the
outcome of the love and commitment between a couple is
now the causc of pain, shame and scandal — through no fault
of his. First, just bccause a woman gives birth lﬁ.a child who
looks like someone clse other than the falher is rather a
flimsy reason to suspect infidclity. There arc mainy cases of
children not looking like their parents at all bwt rvsemble an
aunt, uncle, grand parents etc. The genes whwh gives us our
physical characteristics can come from anyone. On the other
hand, sincce such a suspicion has entered your head, you have
to scck conclusion. Yes, there are tests that can ascertain i
you are¢ the biological father of the baby. Then what? Suppose
it docs prove that the baby is not yours. What next? You throw
out the baby and the mother. Then what and how accurate are
these tests? Can anyone rely 100% on them? Rely enough to
put your life and love at stake? There is really no guarantec, -
you will fercver be haunted by doubts; either way you lose.
There is only one guarnatee — faith and trust. Forget what the
child Jooks like, just look at your wife and ask yourself if you
trust her or not. You say she looks miserable. Well why not,
what else can she do? A scandal such as this s enough lo
drive most middle class women to suicide. You say she does
nol say anything. Pcrhaps she is begging for help, perhaps she
is looking at you lo dispel all these rumours and place her
back in the position of dignity and honour where she rightly
belongs. And therc is yet another angle to the problem. What
about your cousin’s family, what is the scandal doing to them?
And all this just because a baby by some fluke happens to look
like your cousin and not like youl |
Please don't think | am taking any side or not being sensi-
tive to your problem. Given our culture and social norms, a
scandal such as this can destroy a family and of course there
arc always some people who will derive a pe
from this. You say the gentleman I:Jrour first cousin, If he is
from the same family, it is not at all freakish that your son
looks like him. Ask any doctor, they will tell you. Here is
what | advise. Talk to your wife, please don’t isola .

gether can overcome Lhis erisis, just remain
tnue to communicale. The scandal mongers will
they see you together. Please don't destroy your life this way,
try to look at the Jem rationally. If, as you say you

never had any rm-?ntndouhl E:ch":;w hl.l'l:,ﬂlll =

now? As for your mother — re

fhh;:r‘?rdcr out too. Just J’ﬂm it very clear what her role in the
family is and that it is oversitpping that role and thus under-
mining her own position. Face this problem with courage and
paticnce and | am sure, together you will overcome it




