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Let Democratic
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I Azeris take over
more towns

Sarajevo under

| Collapse of Soviet Uni-
on plummets tea

Where past glories lea-
ve lingering lessons
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Across the Country

| Lo#t is thetriditional
welcome to Sylhet
Will Ganges barrage pr-

oject be implemented ?
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‘Dhaka Day by Day
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Rickshaw - our na-
tional transport
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NEWS BRIEFS
DESA activities
reviewed

The number two sub-com-
mittee of the parliamentary
sub-committee on the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral Reso-
urces yes reviewed the
activities of Dhaka Electric
Supply Authority (DESA). Cha
ired by sub-committee con-
venor Manzurul Hasan Munshi,
the meeting held at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, reports [3SS.

Rafiqul Islam RMP

commissioner

Deputy Inspector General
Rafiqul Islam Khan has bcen
appointed Rajshahi Metropo-
litan Police Commissioner. A
Home Ministry source said
Wednesday he would assume
the new assignment on July 1
when RMP goes into operation.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia is likely to inaugurate thc
metropolitan police force, re-
ports UNB.

Five dacoits

held in city
Mohammadpur and Dhanm-
ond{ police, in a joint opera-
tion Tuesday night, arrested
five alleged dacoits with one
303 bore rifle, 14 rounds of
bullet and a huge quantity ol

cxplosive-making materials,
reporis 1iSS.

Arms factory
unearthed

NARAYANGANJ, June 17:
Police today uncarthed an arms
lacto

Ghat and recovered 5 country
made sten guns, reports UNB.

from the premises of

Shipyard near Meghna

Jatiya Sangsad budget
session begins today

The sixlth session of the
Fifth Parliament, dubbed the
budget session, opens this
alternoon after a break of 60

This will be the third scs
sion in the current ycar. The
sccond sesston, after witness.
ing a stormy walkout by the
members of the opposition on
the issue of Golam Azam, was
prorogued April 18.

The most important order
of the day today is the presen-
tation ol the national budget
for the coming financial year.
Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman ts scheduled to pre-
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By Staff Cerrespondent

sent the budget p at
5.15 in the alternoon, which
would be broadcast and tele-
cast live by Radio Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Television.

Immediately after calling
the House o eorder. the
Speaker Shatkh Razzaque Al
will nominate the pancl of
Chairperson and move a con-
dolence resolution.

Despile S importance as
the budget session, the cur-
rent meeting of Parliament s
expected to wiltness stormy
debates on different issues ol
national politics, law and order
siluation.

Meanwhile, a number of
MPs belonging to the opposi-
tion have expressed dissatis-
faction about the way the bud-
get session has been timed.
They said that with only 12
days of the financial year ¢l
including 4 days of holiday for
Parliament, the membors
would be left with no choice
but to participale in vele on
accounts.

They complained that the
ruling Ban sh Nationalist
Party (BNP), would do as it did
last year and in 1980, 81

The current session of Par
llament is expected to con

o —— ——

tinue till the last week of July.

in addition to passing the
budget on June 30, the pre-
sent session is expected to
consider three bills for ap-
proval.

Meanwhile, the Speaker has
fixed 23 days for question-an-
swer with days specifically
meant for some ministries.

The members have already
been notified that the ques-
tion-answer would be allowed
from June 20.

The Rules of Procedurc
does not allow any discussion
or point ol order on the day

the budget is placed
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Primme Minister Begum Khaleda Zia presiding over the meeting of BNP Parliamentary Party

at Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

— PID photo

Opposition will join JS, hopes PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khalede Zia has expresscd the
hope that the oppesition would
join today's session ol parlia-
menl.

Begum Zia made this obscr-
vation yesterday while address-
ing the meeting of the BNP
Parliamentary Party.

The meeting scheduled for

By Staff Correspondent

5 pm was delayed by about two
hours and lasted for aboul 45
minutes. Sources close to the
meeting told The Daily Star
that the meeting was delayed
to allow negotiations with the
lcaders of the opposition.

Chaired by Begum Zia, the -

meeling was addressed by Pro-
fessor Badruddoza Chowdhury,

Deputy Leader of the lfouse,
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Secretary
the party and Minister for
LGRD and Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Chiel Whip of the

The speakers placcd slress
on the necessity of attendance
See Page 12 Col 7
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Decline in IDA loan to Bangladesh

Speed up structural reforms,
aid agencies tell Dhaka

By M Syeduzzaman, Guest Columnist

WASHINGTON DC, June | 7:
In the backdrop of a decline in
the World Bank (WB) lending
to Bangladesh under the
International Development
Association (IDA), the agency's
soft loan window, sources
close to both WB and IMF have
been urging Dhaka to speed up
efforts in resolving secrious
structural problems.

These sources say, reflect-
ing the views held at the high-
est level of the two agencics,
that while Bangladesh has been
reasonably successful in main-
taining macroeconomic stabil-
ity over the past scveral ycears,

there is a “general disap-
poinitment” over the country's
low growth rate.

It is understood that both
the Bank and the IMF are ask-
ing for faster movement in re-
spect of tackling “serious
structural problems” for step-
ping up the growth rate. -

What also causes concern
among ecxperis here is the de-
cline in the IDA-lending pro-
gramme for Bangladesh. At this
stage, it appears that by June
30, the programme for the fis-
cal year 1992 may reach about
$ 260 million (excluding a loan
of 8 100 milion which has just

been negotiated for industrial
sector adjustment, adds our
stafl correspondent in Dhakal),
co to 8 460m in the
fiscal year 1991, and $ 540
million in 1990.

To fully commit the indica-
tive share of Bangladesh in
IDA, it would be necessary lo
build up a programme of over
$ 600 million in the fiscal year
1993. To achieve this objec-
tive, all out efforts on the part
of the Government of Ban-
gladesh and IDA are called for,
according to experts here.

In this context, the out-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Memo to PM

Garo community
demands
job quota

A scven-member Bangla-
desh Garo Youth Council, led
by its president Salil Chambu
Gong, called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia al
her office yesterday, reports
Iss

Whip Advocate Abdul Karim,
who is also the Advisor of the
council, was present.

They discussed their vari
ous problems with the Prime

Minister and submiltted a |

memorandum to her, They re-
quested the Prime Minister to
make provisions for reserved
seats for the Garo community
in various cducational institu-
tlons and keep quota for them
in government jobs.

They recalled with grati-
tude the contribution of late
President Ziaur Rahman for
their uplift.

Begum Zia said tl'tfv-:rn-
ment was making clorl
raise the living eonditions of
the people irrespective of
casic, creed and religion
within its limited resourccs

She said the present gov
ermnment wanted a balanccd
development of all area of the
country.

Jamaat against |—

imposition of
fresh taxes

Jamaat-¢-Islami Bangladesh
has urged the government not
to further burden the alrcady
crippled economy by imposing
new taxes in the forthcoming
budget, reports UNB.

The call was made at its
parliamentary party mecting al
the Sangsad Bhaban with partly
secretary general in the chair.

"It was expected that the
recommendations of different
standing committees of various
ministries on the previous
budget”, the mecting hoped.

Regretting that the ensuing
budget has been prepared in
traditional fashion, the mcet-
ing observed that the aspira-
tions of the people should have
been reflected in it

It specially appealed for al
location of subsidy in the agri-
cultural sector and urged for
providing alternative employ-
ment for surplus labour, if
there is any.
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Opposition sits today to decide stand

Khaleda-Samad

"Azad meet fails

By Nurul Kabir

The opposition partics in
parfament barring Jamaat will
mceet at [0 this morming ».
jointly decide whether they
would join the budget session
beginning this allernoon.

The opposilion partics ex-
cept Jamaat and 10J held 1wo
rounds of combincd meeting
yesterday allernoon Lo decide
the matier. Mcanwhile, the AL
presidium member and depuly
lcader of the opposition in
parlament Abdus Samad Azad
had had a mecting wilh Lthe
Prime Minisier and lcader of

the House DBogum Khaleda Zia
at the latter's parliament
¢ hamber yesierday cvening
The deputy leader of the
opposition demanded of the
ruling party to meet a lour-
point charter of opposition
demands but came out of the
mucting frustrated.
Meanwhile, most of the AL
MPs aticnding fts parlamcn-
lary party mecting that was ad
journed at 11-30 last night
were of the opinion thal the
AL should boyeotl at least Lhe
Soe e 12 Col 4
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Awami League leaders receiving party chief Sheikh

Hasina upon her arrival yesterday at Zia International

Airport after performing Hajj.

— Star photo

Growth rate fixed
at 5 per cent

| By Staff Correspon dq;nt

The ‘government has fixed a
target of 5 per cent growth in
the overall cconomy of the
country during the next finan-
cial year provided favourable
weather and normal socio-
economic conditions prevail.

Of diflerent sectors, a
growth of 4 per cent-in agri-
culture, 11.53 per cent in in-
dustries, 7.4 per cent in power
and gas, 5 per cent in trans-
port and communication and
4.8 per cent in trade and ser-
vices has been planned, ac-
cording to authoritative
sources.

Earlier, the growth rate for
the current year was estimated
at 5.7 per cent but a 4 per
cent growth has been
achieved.

During the current ycar,
agriculture, industries, power
and gas, transport and com-
munication and trade and ser-
vices sectors have achieved a
growth of 2.3 per cent, 5.7 per
cent, 13.3 per cent, 4.9 per
cent and 4.7 per cent respec-
tively.

Sources in the Ministry of
Finance told The Daily Star
that the growth during the
current year was retarded be-
cause of delay in implementing
the devclopment programmes
caused by excessive rains and
subsequent drought in thc
northern areas of the country.
To cope with the situation the
size of the project aid was cut
by 17 per cent bringing it
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US President George Bush (R) and Russian President

....

Boris Yeltsin watch members of a ceremonial honour

guard pass in review on

South Lawn.

Tuesday on the White House'’s

— AFP photo

Bush, Yeltsin
announce
surprise
arms cuts

WASHINGTON, June 17: US
President George Bush and
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
agreed on Tuesday unexpect-
edly to make decp new cuts in
long-range nuclear warheads
and pledged to unravel the
mystery ol American prisoncrs
of war in Soviet labour camps,
reports Reuter.

"With this agreement, the
nuclear nightmare recedes
more and more for ourselves,
our children and our grand-
children,” Bush said in a
statement he read in the Rose
Garden with Yeltsin at his side.

Bush and Yeltsin moved
quickly to slash their cold war
weapons on the first day of the
first: US-Russian summit. They
agreed that each side could
keep between 3,000 and
3,800 warheads for long-range
nuclear missiles — far decper
than the 4,700 Washington
had sed as a celling.

1#:1::::“!' cuts would bc
completed by 2003 and possi-
bly as carly as 2000 il the
United Stales can assist [tussia

Sce Page 12 Col 1

NEW DELHI, June 17: The
United States told India today
to move towards nuclear non-
proliferation and clean up its
human rights record il it
wanted continued US aid, a
senior Indian official said, re-
ports Reuter.

She did some very tough
taking, it was a crisp and clear
message; said the official, who
asked not to be identified, of
talks between Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State Teresita
Schaffer and Indian Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh.

She made it clear that pres-
sure from the US Congress
made it difficult for the gov-
ernment to keep human rights
and nuclear issues separaic
from aid, the official said.

Relations between the two
countries have improved
steadily over the past three
years, but they are still clouded
by several irritants. ;

The nuclear issue is one of
the most prominent, with
Washington worried over high
tension belween India and
Pakistan, which have fought
three wars since indepen-

dence in 1947, Both are widely
believed tapable of building
nuclear weapons.

Schaffer met Singh ahead of
talks with other Indian officials
due to start on Thursday which
US Ambassador William Clark
said would include the nuclear
fssue,

Washington wants India to
sign the Nuclear Non-prolifer-
ation Treaty, New Delhi, whic h
says its nuclcar programme Is
entirely peaceful, resolutcly
refuses to do so, saying the
pact discriminates agains!
non-nuclear powers.

Clark described Schaffers’
meetings with Indian officials
as exploratory.

There is no American plan,
he told reporters. The United
States would prefer India lo
sign the NPT. But betwecn
those two, there are lots of

~ options.

AP adds: US Ambassador
william Clark said Wednesday
the agenda will include confi
dence-building measures 1o
dispel mistrust on the Indian
subcontinent

The talks come againsi a

Sign NPT or face aid cut,
US threatens India

complex background of im-
proving US-Indian relations
that are being sullied by a
growing list of {rritants.

Las% month, Washington
banned exports to Indias
space agency when it refuscd
to tear up a contract for
Russian satellite technology.
This week, the Commerce
Department imposed licensing
restrictions against India,
Pakistan and several other
couniries with missile pro-
gramimes.

A government spokesman
said Wednesday India would
not be deterred from research
in "areas which we deem are of
importance to us. We cannot
be subjected to unreasonable
pressure as exemplificd in the
most recent US decision,

The spokesman, Afltab Seth,
also said India had nothing
new to offer Mrs Schafler on
the nuclear issue but was pre-
pared to listen.

ifndia has said the problem
must be tackled globally, with-
out discriminating between
countries with and without nu-
clear arms.

12 PAGES: PRICE TAKA 4.00

Power projects

Quest for
New Sources
of funds

By Sohel Manzur

The government plans to
find out alternative sources of
funds required to implement
the planned projects of the
power secior as it has become
difficult to mobflise them from
the World Bank, according to
sources at the Ministry of
Energy and Mineral resources.

The difficuilty is mainly be-
cause of hard conditionalities
imposed by the bank, the

sources say, adding that the
government s now Irying to
ncgoiiate with some other in-
ternalional organisations.
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Hasina back
home

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parlfament Sheikh Hasina
returned home yesterday mor-
l‘l.l.l:t)f-l'"lﬂ‘l Saudi Arabla aller
performing Hajj. reporis UNB.

Hasina along with her hus-
band and son lefl for Makkah
on June 5 to perform the holy
g

She was greected at the air-
port by party lcaders Abdus
Samad Azad, Qamrurzaman ,
Amir Hossain Amu, Abdul Jalil,
Abdur Rarrak, Mohammad
Nasim, Matia Chowdhury, Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Moz -
alfTar Hossalurt Paltu, Mofazzal
Hossain Choewdhury Maya and
MA Aziz and a number of
party MPs, Including Prol MA
Mannan. Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
Mohiuddin Ahmed, Allal Ho-
ssain Golondaz, Abul Hasan

Chowdhury and Dhirendra
Debnath Shanmbhu.
From the airport, Hasina

went straight to Bangabandhu
Bhaban where she offercd

fateha praying for the salvation
of the de souls of her fa-
ther Ban ndhw Sheikh

H:thur-ﬂlhman. her mother
and other members of the
family who were killed in mdli-
tary coup on August 15, 1976.

US assures all
cooperation
in resolving

refugee crisis

The United States has as-
sured all possible cooperation
in resolving the Rohingya
refugee crisis, including fur-
ther contributions to the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR),

reports UNB.
The assurance came when
Foreign Minister ASM

Mostafizur Rahman met with
US Deputy Secretary of State
Lawrence Eagleburger on
Tuesday, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka
Wednesday.

Mostafiz, who had a one-day
stopover in Washington after
attending the Earth Summit in
the Brazilian city of Rio de
Janeiro, briefed the US state
department official on the lat-
est situation concerning the

Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar,
During the mecting, they

emphasised the humanitarian
aspects of the refugee problem
and hoped Jor its speedy solu-
tion.

They reviewed the ongoing
bilateral cooperation, which
was further strengthened fol-
lowing the recent visit ef
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to the United States, and
decided to take follow-up in
this regard.

The Foreign Minister was
accompanied by Bangladesh
Ambassador to USA Abul Ahsan
and Secretary to the Prime
Minister Dr Kamal Siddiqui.

Mineral Resources
Act to be

amended

The government will bring
some changes in the existing
rules of leasing out mines, offi-
cials said Wednesday .

Cabinet has taken the deci-
sion to amend the Mineral Re-
sources Act, sources at the
Energy Ministry told UNRB.

The Ministry of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs {s exam-
ining detatls of the envisaged
changes.

Reviston of the Act is likely
to be on minor technical
points along with lease of mine
flelds.

As per the amendment, no
f;l:‘lgn company will be al-
lowed lease of any mine fleld
for more than 8 years and to
carry out works in more than
three blocks of a field.



