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BJP can't stall Tinbigha
transfer, says Jyoti

US miissile control
sanctions on 21 states

CALCUTTA, June 16: The
West Bengal Chiel Minister
Jyoti Basu today asscried that

the leasing out of the Tinbigha
corridor to Bangladesh would

place as per schedule,
PTI1.

tlo newsmen here,

the state government
help the Centre

g
;
3
{
:

Basu said road construction
work from the ecasl to the wuosl
of the corridor had alrcady
been completed

Replying o a question, Lhe
Chiel Minister said thcre
should not be any bloedbath
over the issue, adding "blood
should be used for other pur-
poses.”

Basu said 'some peoplc had
carried out a misleading cam-

agninst the which

led to a massive demon-

stration at Tinbigha yesterday

in protest against the road
construction.

The sityation at Tinbigha,
he claimed, had gone in lavour
of the agreement lollowing

meetings and processions by
lefl parties explaining the lo-
cals that Kuchilibart would nol
be cut offl from the rest of the
country.

The Chiel Minister criti-
cised the Congress (I) leaders

for refusing to visit Tinbigha
along with the left front dele-
gation.

The Congress (l)'s stale-

ment on Tinbigha "would only
strengthen the BJP's stand on
the issue” Basu sald, adding
the BJP would not succeed in
stalling the transfer of the cor
ridor 1o Bangladcsh.

Anothor repent savs tw
Prinw Minister, 'V Narasimha
Rao, ts likely to mwet in New
Delhi on June 20 a delegation
of the West DBengal Congress-|
and its legislature party which
visited Tinbigha recently lo
make an on-the-spot study of
the situation.

Civing this information Lo
PTI here today, Sudip
Bandopadhyay, MLA and a
mcember of the delegation, said
that the CLP (1) leadcr.
Siddhartha Shankar Ray. now
in Bombay, was carlicr eon-

tacted by them requesting him
lo scck an appointment with
the Prime Minister.

He said that the delegation
wanled lo apprise the Prime
Mintster of the prevalling
‘serfous’ situation in Tinbigha
in detail and their impression
gathcred aficr a lalk with the
local inhabitants therc

Bandopadhyay satd that Ray
had asked him and the leader

of the team, Ambika Banerjee,
and Saugata Roy to reach Delhi
by June 19 along with othcr
members of the team which
visiled Tinbigha flor the pur
pose of talks with the 'rime
Minister.

A joint team of the CLP (i)
and WBPCC (1), which visited
Tinbigha on June 13, had in a
report scnt to the Prime
Minister yeslerday expressed
doubls whether the leasing ol
the Tinbigha corridor 1o
Bangladesh could take place
on June 26 without the usc ol
force and bloodshed in the
iace of resistance to such leas-
ing by the local inhabitants

Italian grant
for disaster

preparedness

Italy will provide Tk 5.30
crore as grant for disaster

preparedness and responsc
project in Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

A memorandum ol under-
standing to this effect was
signed in Dhaka Tuesday be-
tween the governments of the
two countrics.

The project has been un-
dertaken for a post-cyclonc
rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion in Banshkhali upazila of
Chittagong district.

It s aimed at reducing the
impact of disasters as well as
prompt and appropriate re-
sponse to disaster aflected
population and enabling the
community members to iden-
tify their own health needs and
strengthen their capacity as
self-reliance measure.

Ambassador of Italy to
Bangladesh Claudio Pacifico
and ERD Joint Secretary M
Faizur Rahman Chaudhury
signed the MOU on bchall ol
their respective governments.

Malaysia assures
aid for Rohingyas

Malaysian Minister Jor
Youth and Sports Haji Annuar
Bin Haji Musa said in Dhaka
Tuesday that his country would
continue to raise fund for
Rohingya till the issue
was bilaterally resolved be-
tween Bangladesh and

Talking to BSS at Zia
International Airport udpﬂnr to
his departure concluding the
three-day visit, Musa ex-
pressed the hope that all
countries would continue to

provide assistance lor the

swelling number of rcfugees.
He the ment

nfBumghduhhr?ﬂngﬂ-:l-
ter and other help for the

Referring to bilateral dis-
cussions with State Minister
for Youth and Sports Sadek
Hossain, Musa said, “There is
wide prospects of coopceration
between Lhe lwo countries.”

He said Malaysia could offer
short course scholarships for
Bangladeshi officials and
sportsmen in different institu-
tions like football academy,

goll academy. and badminton
academy.

He said, there was alsg
scope of providing vocational
training for the youth.

Musa said, Malaysia is bid-
ding for hosting the 16th
Commonwealth game in 1998
as in the past no Asian country
has got the opportunity.

in this connection, Musa

sought the support of all Asians
couniries including that of

Bangladesh
Gorbachev
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by presidential decrees in Au-
gust and November 1991 as
the Soviet Union dissolved.
Reuter says from Jerusalem:
Gorbachev criticised Palestini-
ans on Monday for siding with
Iraq against the US-led al-
lance in last year's Guif War.

"I must say | did not likc
the Palestinians’ stance duri

A Muslim refugee from the Bosnian town of Zvor

8 N o8
nik

washes her baby early Tuesday at the platform of the
Zagreb railway station after spending several nights in one
of the carriages while they wait for a place in a refugee

—AFP photo

~Food aid pledg
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supply.

The Minister said that the
budgetary allocation for food
subsidy for the upcoming fiscal
year had been reduced to Taka
275 crore from the Taka 380
crore allocation for 1991-92.

He added that this was be-
ing done in line with the gov-
ernment policy to reduce food
subsidy and keep it at a mini-
mum as provision of a one-taka
benefit to the consumer an ad-
ditiortal Taka 6.80 has to be
spent from the exchequer for
transportation and other costs,

Quoting Agriculture Min-
istry figures, he noted that the
food production target for the
ongoing fiscal year was set at
200 lakh metric tons and the
actual production during the
previous fiscal year stood at
188.56 lakh metric tons.

However, he said that lol-
lowing a preliminary survey
and after the losses from
drought, cattle-feed, seed and
waslage were taken inlo ac-
count, it was being estimated
that the net food production

for the year was likely to stand
al 169.92 lakh metrie tons as
against a requiremcnt of

182. 12 lakh metric tons.
Saying that the govern:

ment's food grain procurcment
drive during the ycar was
"satisfactory”, he termed the
current food stock (upto 14
Junc) position of 11 lakh met
ric tons in godowns a " com:
fortable” one. :

He said that 3.35 lakh mct-
ric tons of paddy had already
been procured (upto March)
during the current Irri-l3oro
season as against 2.64 lakh
metric tons during the same
period last ycar.

He added that the target to
procure five lakh metric tons
of paddy was likely to be ex-
‘ceeded. "Surprisingly and for-
tunately the Irri-Boro crop has
not been affected by Lhe
drought this year, " he said.

The government has already
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procured 76,500 metric lons
of wheat com to 54,530
nictric tons last year. The
wheat production target for
the year was sct at onc lakh
metric lons.

The minister pointed out
that the government had given
emphasis on the internal pro-
curement drive to ensure [(air
price to the growers during
the harvesting scason and to
provide incentives for higher
production.

Tenders for the cash pur-
chase of two lakh metric tons
of wheat from abroad had al-
ready been floated and the ar-
rival of this shipment is ¢x-

ted by the end of August ,

noted.

Islam said that the private
scctor was also being encour-
aged to import wheat in linc
with strengthening the market
economy.

It was being expected that

onc lakh metric tons ol
wheat would be imported
soon under the private seclor
and the government has even
agreed to assist it by providing
food storage facilities on rent,
he added.

The private seclor would
also be igvolved in the internal
food procurement drive and
one lakh metric tons of food
grains would be purchascd
through open tenders during
the ongoing Irri-Boro scason
the Minister said. '

"The present markel price
( of food grains) was slable and
the government was preparcd
to facc any calamity alter mecel
Jng the food nceds ol the peo-
ple,” he said. :

To stabilise the market
price, he added, more cmpha-
sis would be placed on the "
open market sale” of food
grains at lowcr prices instead
of relying on the rationing
sysiem.

Replying to a question the
minister said that the gov-
ernment was seling wheat at
Tuka 6.80 per Kilogram lo 250
big flour mills and the 10,000
small wheat crushers in the
country. He added that it was ™
unfortunate” that they were
sclling the wheat o the con-
sumers at Taka 14 per kilo-
gram and that in future sub-
sidy for the flour mills would
be reduced and ultimately
withdrawn.

Food Secretary A N M
Eusufl and Director General of
Food Mahe Alam were also
present at the press confer-
ence.

i Sonar
! Road from Dhanmondi Road

JCD members standing in a queue in front of the Prime Mimster s office at S
attend JCD council session yesterday. Story one Page 1

ugandha to
—8tar photo

Steps to ensure |

smooth holding
of JS session

Dhaka Mectropolitan Police
has announced certain mea-
sures aimecd at cnsuring
smooth holding of the hudget
session in parliament begin-
ning June 18 (Thursday), re-
ports UND.

A DMP press release issucd
last night said carrying ol
arms, ammunitions, explosives
and holding of mectings,
demonstrations and proccs
sions will be restricted on
some roads and areas [rom the
night of Junc 17.

The restrictions will cover
Mymensingh Road wuplo
Tejgaon old Airport from
gaon crossing, Mirpur

27 crossing uplo Shaymolf
Cincma Hall, the crossing ol
Agargaon link road and Rokcya

| sarani uplo Parjatan crossing,
| from cast side of Indira Road
!'uplu woesl side ol Manik Mia

Avenue and the restricted
ronds and arcas ol Sangsad
[#haban

The restrictions will remain
valid till the end of the budget

| scssion.

Observe hartal
June 21: AL

Abdus Samad Azad and Amir
Hossain Amu, acting president
and acting general scerelary
respectively of Bangladcsh
Awami Lecague, have called
upon the pcople to dbscrve
hartal on June 21, rcports
I3SS.

In a statement in Dhaka
they said the Awami Leaguc
will not allow to foil the ver-
dict of people and will uphold
the aspirations of the people at
all cost.

The statement said the
coming budget will be a docu-
ment of tall talks, falschood
and an anti-pcople policy likc
the past ones.

They also criticised whal
they called harassmcnt ol
Awami League workers in Syl-
het, Sunamganj, Munshiganj,
Sirajganj and other places. The
statement also criticised the
deteriorating law and order si-
tuation in the country.

Amu in another statement
said the Awami Lcague chicl
and leader of the opposition in
parliament Shetkh Hasina will
return home today
(Wednesday) at 10 am by
Saudia Airlines.

Mcanwhile, chiel whip of
the opposition Mohammad
Nasim has demanded immedi-
ate relcase of Mostafizur Rah-
man MP from detention.

He sald Rahman should be
allowed to fage the charges
against him and there is no
point in keeping him bchind
hars under the Special Powers
Acl.

Longer the chat,
larger the bill

NEW DELHI, Junc 16: Local
wilephone chals can now cosl
a bundle in many citics in In-
din. talkers discovcered Tues-
day, reports AP,

For years, all local calls in
India cost the same, no maller
how long you lalked.

Now, in dozens of cilies,
callers get charged for every
five minutes of their call. A 30-
minute gab, for instance, is
considered six local phone
calls, which each cost a rupee
(5 cents).

In India, 90 per cent of the
pcople make bricl local calls,
the department found in a re-
cent survey. But some people
transmit computer data all day
on the phone for only one ru-

pee.

Officials said the new rates
would reduce the jamming of
many city telephone lihes and
increase the phone company's
profits.

Arms factories

oo e 1 Ced 5
techriclogy 1o New Delhi de-
spilc US op tion.

The United States slapped a
two-year ban in May on an In-
dian space agency and a Rus-
sian firm after they refused to
review a 200-million-dollar
deal lor a rockct engine lo be
supplied by Moscow.

Drukov said Russia, China,
France and now India had the
technology to launch satellites.

*Th.ut s why the process (of
India-Hussia space coopera-
tion) will continue despite the
eflorts of some American com-
panics Lo reserve (their)
monopoly,” he told The ™
oneer, “t won't be able to.”

The ambassador described
Russians as 'very bitter’ al the
United States for virtually
holding a gun to Russia's head
and lorcing the [ormer super-
power 1o toc its line.

"But Russia will bounce back
as a world power, and slart
playing a role in keeping with
its status,” he was quoted as
saying adding that he [elt it
would take five 1o 10 ycars for
his country's economy lo re-
cover.

AP adds: Alexander Sharov,
a [Russtan Embassy spokesman,
said Drukov was in no mood lo
discuss this topic with The As-
socialed Press because "What
he was going to say he has al-
rcady said.”

P S Bhatnagar, a
npﬂ-htlmn for India's Delfence
Ministry, refused o comment
on Dru s proposal.

But Jasjit Singh, dircctor of
the Institute for Delence
Studies and Analysis, an inde-
pendent think tank that ad
vises the Defence Ministry,
said Indta would benefit from
it

The ambassador has Lo be
Laken sertously,” Singh said in
an interview. “This fsn't a ca-
sual offer.”

“The best thing for both the
counirics is o enter inlo what
could be called joint venturces
in defence,” he said. 71 lirmly
belicve that we should do thal.”

On Thursday and Friday, US
oflicials will meet oflicials in
New Delhi in their latest al
tempt lo persuade India Lo
sign the nuclear non-proliicra-
tion Lrealy.

Singh said he hopes oflicials
in the West don’'t opposc Lhe
Russian proposal to cxport
military factorics to India.

I think that's a good thing
for India and Russia and slabil-
ity all around,” he said.

"The Russian defence in-
dustry is so vast, il parts of it
can be stabilised through this
arrangement, that's another
process like the financial aid
from the Western counirics
Lthat could slabilise the [Russian
ceonomy.”

"Bush-Yeltsin summit

Froom sux | Col B
the former Sovict Unijon

“Today marks the beginning
of a new cra, a new kind of
summit,” said Bush, “not a
meeting between (wo powers
struggling for global
gy premacy, but between two
partncrs striving to build a
democratic peace.”

Al' adds: Yelisin Tucesday
said his summil meeting with
Bush will produce an agrec
ment calling for a new round
of missile reductions.

"When the president tlake
charge of somcthing you may
be sure it will be handled in
the most elficient way,” Ycltsin
told reporters at the Stale
Department before a lunchcon
with Secretary of State James
A Baker .

"I'restdent Bush and | trust
cich other. That means we will
rcach an agreement.”

AP says. as Lthe keaders ol
Russia and the United Slates
began another summit here,
officials from both countrics
quietly acknowledged that
Moscow is no longer jn a posi-
tion to asserl supcrpowcer
equality with Washington.

This abrupt change in the
public rhetoric filtering out of
both camps, little-noticed but
historic in its implications,
signalled a fundamental shift
in the way the Kremlin and the
White House will approach bi-
lateral relations in the [uture
and raised the likelihood that
the two countries would sign a
new strategic disarmament ac-
cord during the summiL

"We arc not discussing arms
control in the old scnsc of
counterbalancing each othcr,”
Russian Foreign Minisler An-
drei Kozyrev said as he and US
Seccretary of State James Baker
went into last-minute talks
aimed at securing an arms
agreement.

"We appreciate what the US
has done for stability,” he
added.

Kozyrev's remarks, which
contrast sharply with Russia's
disarmament policy as spclled
out by President Boris Y€ltsin
earlier this year, fell strikingly
into linc with comments madce
just hours carlier by US Presi-
dent George Bush who
asscricd that the cold war
doctrine of achieving stralcgic
parity was no longer a lop pri-
ority for Washington.

The collapse of the Sovicl
Union had left the United
States with -
'disppropriationately’ high re
sponsibility for ensuring world

pcacc’, Bush said, indicating
that while Washinglon re-
mained commilted o casing
military tension with Moscow,
"l don't think it has to be donc
strictly on a parity basis.”

In short, the Uniled Stalcs
appcars to fecl il can pursue
its drive for Russia radically to
cutl its land-bascd multiple-
wirned strategic ollensive
nissiles — those that pose the
greatcst danger to the United
States — while refusing lo
mcet Russian demands for
similar equal in US seca-
launched strategic nuclear
missiles.

Pak opposition
demands
Najibullah's
freedom

ISLAMABAD, June 16: Ap-
pealing to Afghan Muslims for
mercy, the party of former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto
asked them Tuesday to grant
amnesty to [fugitive former
president Najibullah, reports
AP.

The former Communist
leader has been hiding in the
UN compound in Kabul, the
Afghan capilal, since he gave
up power April 16.

"It's a question of human
rights,” said Khurshid Kasuri,
secretary-general of Bhutto's’
People's Democratic Alliance

Sibghatullah Mojaddedi,
lcader of the caretaker gov-
ernment that replaced Najibul-
lah's regime, has granted him
amnesty but has been unable to
guarantee him safe passage oul
of the country. llis army is
deeply divided about what to
do with the former president.

Many Afghans arc demand-
ing that Najibullah, who wis
chief of the dreaded Khad sc-
cret police for five years belore
being installed president in
1986, stand trial as a war
criminal. -

"We are worried that while
Mojaddedi said he would grant
Najibullah amnesty, nothing
has happcned. Obviously he is
not in command,” said Kasuri.

Since taking power lasl
April, Mojaddedi has tried to
unite a bitterly divided rebel
resistance, After ending their
war nst Communism, war-
ring rebel factions turncd thelr
guns on cach other and killed
or wounded at least 1,400
pcople and turning the strects
of the capital into a battleficld

B ——
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WASHINGCTON, Junc 16 The United Staics has announced
fresh missilc control sanctions against India, China, lrag,

North Korea and
control

17 other countries. The f(resh missile
sanciions announced by

the US Commerce

Department yesterday, reports PTI

10 Tigers killed as Lankan
troops overrun camp

COLOMBO, June 16: Elite

troops overran a small Tamil

guerilla camp in ealitern Sri Lanka killing at least 10 rebels,
while security forees shot dead two more militants in the

island’s north, officials here said

.Armymmrr-n&u

killed 10 Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee (LTTE} guerillas

after storming

reporis AFP.

the camp necar Karadiyanaru in casicrn
Batticaloa district late Monday, a military spokesman

said,

Earthquake shakes Japan

TOKYO, June 16: An eart
on the Richter

hquake with a magnitude of 6.4
scale shock northern Japan today but mno

damage or injuries were immedialely reported. the Japancse
Mcleorological Agency sadd. reports Reuler
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lold the seminar presided over
by Communist Parly leader
Satfuddin Ahmed Manik.
Refuting oft- alle-
gations that adesh's bud-
get was diclated by donors and
that the budget he would place
before parllament had been
prepared at the Parils
Consortium meeting, the min-
ister said that his one would be
an exccplion.

On the donors’ intervenlion
in framing policies, he said no
finance minister would ke o
negotiate with them but it was
unavoidable until the country
attained sell-relfance.

“IU's a very, very lough men-
tal exercise for a finance min-
ister.”

But he that the regu-
latory role of the World Bank
to some extent helped things
go during the Ershad years,
otherwise it would have been
WOrsc. '

Speaking on the govern-
ment's economic policy, he
said, “Wc're not absolutely for
the market, nor for abseluic
stalc control ... we're in be-
twoen.

"I don’t belicve that the
stalc can do any job...I
personally believe in market
cconomy because control leads
lo corruption.”

Rahman talked about taking
'ﬁnd clements of market” bul

nounced the West's owver-
emphasis on market economy
saying "Market economy has
been taken to the level of the-
ology and there lics the dan-
Br

While the Finance Minisler
cmphasised on incrcased in-
vestments, Abdus Samad Azad
crilicised the governmenl's
being unable to ensure a
congenial atmosphere for
investment.

Azad was also critical of
what he said the game of poli-
tics in economic management
and called upon the ruling
party to shun such an attitude.

,  Pointing to the poor in-
vestiment situation, Prof
Wahiduddin Mahmud of the
Dhaka University referred to
the bank rate reduction.
"Lowering of bank rate is the
result of the decreasing de-
mand in investment against
the supply of savings,” he said.

Dr Atiur Rahman of BIDS
said: "In a country like ours
budget can't be a balance-shect
of accounts...rather it should
present a sct of guiding prin-
ciples bascd on consensus.”

He stressced the need for
ensuring "stability of economic
policy based on poelitical con-
scnsus” that has to be reflected
in the media; in the press and

Khaleda, Azad
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AL policymakers are learnl
to have nominated the parly
presidium member and Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Abdus Samad Azad
to talk to the Prime Minister,
AL Working Committee
sources said. The lcaders are
likely to talk today.

According to sources close
to AL policymakers, Samad
Azad would put forward a four-
point charter of demands to
the Prime Minister for a
smooth budget session this

The four-point demands
include implementation of the
verdict of the 'people’s court
on Golam Azam, withdrawl of
charges against 24 organisers
of the ‘people’s court’, ensur-
ing due honour to the Leader
of the Opposition in Parlia-
ment and assurance of demo-
cratic behavior to the opposi-
tion partics .

The four-point charter of
demands has been formulated
jointly by the leaders of AL,
PDF and Five-party combine
earlier.

When asked whether Al's
joining thc budget session of
Parliament depends on the
prior commitment of the rul-
ing party to meet the de-
mands, a scnfor AL leader, re-
quesling anonymity, told The
Daily Star last night that AL
was not laking such a hardline
right at the moment.

Economic policy

in all spheres.

“Political lramcwork, based
on a consensus, is the key, not
the resources” o develop-
ment in a developing country,
the cconomist said.

Abdus Salam Khan, a leader
of the Trade Undon Cenire,
viewed that the “core of Lhe
crisis s the managemoni
the surplus labour.”

Sramik Krishak Samajfbadi
Dal leader Nirmal Scn feared

that the coming would
be a “carbon copy” the car-
her budgets.

Il the political philosophy
of the NI’ is truly refllected in

the budget, we have litlde 0
cxpoct from it," he said.

A noted economist Dr M A
Galur said that the agreement
between the government and
the Sramik Karmachari a
Parishad was o be -
mented and that the govern-
ment was not sincere about

aulono to the local govern-
mont joes

National Awami Party lcader
Pankaj Bhattacharya said that
the endangered economy of
the country could not be sal-
vaged without implementing
the Joimt Declaration of
three alllances. -

On the coming budgel,
Bhattacha said that the
wople of 3: country had a
of fear about it. i

“In our country the m#st k-
ablc to taxation enjoy tax holi-
days while those having the

least asscis pay the highest.”

Bangladcsh Communist
Party chicl Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik said Lhat now the politf
cal partiecs in the country
ought to ponder on their own
economic development pro-
grammes.

[Basic economic issuecs had
to be addressed through con-
scnsus, he said.

The speakers were all
praise for the Finance Minister
who, they said, though busy
with budget preparations,
broke tradition by agreeing 0
spcak ‘frankly’ at the scminar
only two days bclore fis pre-
scniation.

Stricter laws
From Page | Col 5

tutions under discipline. They
said the law will also rcslore
public confidence in such in-
stitutions and will help avoid
any financial disasicr.

The move comces in the
backdrop of the recent scandal

- involving Bangladesh Comm-

erce and Investment (BCI) and
National Credit Limited (NCL).

The draft of the proposed
law has already been circulated
to all the concernced ministries
for comments on the provi-
sions.

Alter a review of the dgalt
on Lhe basis of the commenis
it will be sent 1o the Law
Ministry for [urther scruliny.

Road mishaps
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ured when a pick-up van col-
ided with a passenger bus
ncar Tongi DBoard UDazar
Tuesday after noon.

All of the victims werc on
the pick up van. They were
identified as Jamal, 385,
Shafiq, 30, Abul Bashar, 40,
Khorshed Alam, 32, and Haji
Noor, 30, and were admilted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

UNDB adds: Filteen pcople:
were injured when a truck
rammed into two shops al
Doyamoyee crossing (In
Jamalpur town yesterday wit-
nesses and police said.

The Sherpur bound truck
was coming [rom Dhaka when
it met with the accident in the
morning.

Of the injured, 10 were
sleeping in the two shops and
five were travelling by the
truck. Five workers of the

were admitted to Sadar
Hospital and others wcre
given first aid.

Police scized the truck bul
the driver fMled the scene im-
mediately afier the accident.



