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Upazila roundup

RaJSHAHL
Tk 447 cr
BRDB loan
disbursed

June 18 : Bangladesh Rural
Development Board (BRDB)
disbursed over Taka 4.47 crore
as loan among the poor people
of 14 upazilas of Rajshahi and
Chapainawabganj districts un-
der North-West Rural Devel-
opment Project (NWRDP) up
to April this year, official
source here said, reports UND,

During the period over Taka
2.76 crore were recovered
which was 65 per cent of Lhe
total loan disbursed. -

Mcanwhile, about Taka 39
lakh loan had been disbursed
during the current fiscal year
upto April among 17,813
members of 763 cooperative
socicties of BRDB in 14 upazi-
las ol Rajshahi and Cha-

painawabganj.

The loans have been sanc-
tioned on spme eight trades
like small business, poultry,
animal husbandry, fisheries,

carpentry elc.

BHOLA
3 irrigation
- plans being

implemented

June 16 : Water Develop-
ment Board (WDB) has been
implementing three irrigation
projects at an allocation of
5,700 metric tons of wheat in
Bhola district under Food for
Work Programme in the cur-
rent scason, reports BSS.

According to an official
source, the programme in-
cluded re-excavation of 33
kilometres of canal, repair of
17 kilomefres of embankment
and construction of six kilome-
tres of embankment.

Mecanwhile, BO per cent of
work of the projects has been
completed. -

When completed, 5,000
acres of land would get irriga-
tion facilities.

FARIDPUR
Young boy
killed in
road mishap
June 16 : One younﬁ“bcg

was killed when he was
Tunning truck recently in front
of Alipur Graveyard within this
town, reports BSS.

According to a hospital
source Munnaf aged seventeen
a labourer by profession was
hit by the running truck when
he tried to jump on to the
truck. He received serious in-
jury. He succumbed to his in-
juries at the Faridpur General
Hospital after hall an hour.

A case was registered with
Kotwali police in this connec-
tion.

ComMiLLA

50 members of
Ansar-VDP

get award

June 16 : A rally of Comilla
district Ansar and Village De-
fence Party (VDP) members
was held in Comilla Town Hall
premiscs recently, reports
UNB.

Director General Ansar and
VDP Major OGeneral ed
Badruzzaman, was the chief

in the function while

4
were awarded prizes
the chicl guest for their best
performance

NAOGAON

4 to suffer
10-yr RI for
murder

Rabidas. Rajen, Lagen and
Sapariia
According to the case, the

poor day labourers. all Sha-
outals, criminally assaulted
Rabi Das for making very low
payment for their work at
Chathra Field on 256.8 1988 in
Niamatpur Upazila

Rabi Das belonging 1o
Radaripur village of the same
upazila was sertously injured
and rushed te the hospital
where he succumbed later

Father-in-law of late Rabi
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BARISAL

Essay contest

on Jibanananda

June 16 : Jibanananda Ac-
ademy will hold an essay com-
petition on Jibanananda Das, a
modern Bengali poet among
school and college students,
reports BSS.

The essay should reach Ta-
pankar Chakrabarty, Secretary,
Jibanananda Academy, Art
Villa Super Market, Sadar
Road, Barisal on or before Junc
30.

For school level students,
the essay should be "Jjbana-
nander kabitya prakriti" and
for college students the essay
will be "Jibananander kabitya
oftijya chetana”.

NOAKHALI
Sports organiser
dead

June 16 : A noted sports
organiser and social worker
Abdul Malek died at his resi-
dence at Sonapur in sadar
upazila on June 5. He was 72,

reports UNB.
Malek had been suffering

from various discases for a long

time.

He was the Commissioner
of local municipality for two
terns and was associated with
various socio-cultural and sp-
orts organisations.

He left behind his four sons,
four daughters and a host of
relations, friends and well-
wishers to mourn his death.

His Namaj-e-Janaza was
heid at Ahmadia High School
Ground and buried at his fam-

fly graveyard.

o

BRAHMANBARIA

One held with

400 gram ganja

June 16 : Police arresicd a
man and recovered 400 grams
of ganja from his possession,
reports UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, Narcotics t of-
ficials recently raided the
house of Farid Mia at village
Aminpur in sadar upazila and
recovered the contraband

They also recovered 10

ﬂ. plants from a house at
hyapara in the town.

A case has been filed with

local police in this connection.

DINAJPUR
Chicken pox

breaks out

From Our Correspondent

June 16 : Chicken pox has
broken out in the u of

Khansama, Kaharol, Debiganj,

Boda, Nawabganj, Ghoraghat,
Hakimpur, and Phulbari in

greater Dinajpur district.
When contacted, Civil Sur-
geon Office told this corre-
spondent that there is no el-
fective drugs to overcome the
disease. It is also learnt that
during this season every year
the disease breaks out in an
epidemic form.
and
canal water as because the
concerned authority fafled 1o

install necessary hand tube-
wells.

AGRI-VARSITY

BAU Masters'
courses
admission
Our t

Junc 16 : The admission of
the candidales finally sclected
for admittance into the M Sc
(Ag) and M Sc (Agri Engg
courses of Bangladesh Agricul-
tural University (BAU) for the
session of 1988-80 will be
held on 20-28 June, 1992,
says a notification issued by the
Coordinator of the Commitiee
for Advanced Studies and Re-
secarch CASIY of BAU. Intend-
ing candidates have been ad-
vised to collect their admis-
sion forms from the office of
the Coordinator, CASR.

It may be mentioned here
that the selection of candi-
dates secking admisston into
the Masicr's courses of BAU
for the above session will be fi-
nalised on the basis of their
results in Bachelor degree and
the number of seats applicd
for in the departments.

MuHERPUR.
2590-ton HYV

wheat seeds
produced

June 16 : A total of 2 500
metric lons of High Yielding
Variety of wheat seeds were

uced in 3,084 acres of
in the contact growers

to an official
g total, 2,.516.6
tons are of Kanchan'

was also flixed al
tons In the dis-

|

|
crore
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KURIGRAM: A boy is seen collecting lily ¢

S

National
L S B [ily output decreases

reeper from a pond.

— Star photo

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, June 16: Pro-
duction of lly has declined and
its groves in Kurigram district
arc being destroyed due to
lack of proper orientations,
maintenance and plantation
programme.

Each and every beel, haor,
pond, tank and marshy land in
the district was once rich in
lily. But lily is decaying and its
production is now scanty in
these beels, haors and ponds.

It may be mentioned here
that lily creeper is used as
vegetables in the wake of veg-
ctable crisis in the rainy sea-
son. Its food value is not in any
way less than any others veg-
ctables, The food value is more
than beet, radish, bean, cab-
bage and cauliflower, it is
learnt.

The ripe seeds of lily is
used to make fried grain (
which commonly termed by
the villagers as "Dhyaper Khoi".
But now-a-days, Dhyaper Khol
has disappeared from the vil-
lage markets.

Knowledgeable circles
urincd that it was the duty of
all concerned to increase the
lily production at any cost be-
cause of its tmportance in our
economic and social life.

Eid-ul-Azha, the second
biggest religious festival of the
Muslims was celebrated in
Kurigram with great enthusi-
asm and religious [avour.

The biggest congregation
was held at Kurigram DBazar
Jam-e-Mosque.

‘Success of Tk 57cr agri

programme uncertain

BARISAL, June 16: Due to
negligence and absence of
propcr care of the concerned
authority, the Taka 57 crore
Agriculture Rehabilitation Pro-
grammce for seven southern
districts of Barisal, Patuakhall,
Bhola, Borguna, Jhalakathi,
Projpur and Gopalgan| is on
the verge of failure,

The government took up
the rchabilitation programme
in 1989 with a view to increas-
ing the agriculture product in
the region. Seven districts
have been brought under the
programme and a zonc was
crealed.

At the initial stage a pro-
gramme at a cost of Taka 2
was taken to impart
training to the cultivators and
over 1,000 demonstration
plots were selected for practi-
cal experiences.

For the proper implementa-
tion of the programme, the
Asian .Development Bank sanc-
tioned Taka three lakh. But the
progress of the programme
was very slow due to the negh-

From Our Correspondent

gence of the concerned au-
thority.

From the very beginning,
the Grameen Bank took up re-
sponsibility of implementing
the programme, Want of prac-
tical knowledge, absence of
proper inftiative of the stall of
the bank, the [ate of the pro-

mme became uncertain.

it is informed that the
Grameen Bank started imple-

Buldg collapse
leaves one
dead

KUSHTIA, June 16: One
person was killed and another
seriously injured in collapse of
a portion of one old threc-sto-
ried building on Saturday, re-
ports BSS.

The illfated man Tajuddin
(18) died on the spot and Amir
Hossain was admitied to the
hospital in critical condition.

The collapsed building lo-
cated at Roxy Lane here.

mentation of the programme
on commercial basis. Due to
the wrong process, 300 IRRI—
boro schemes under the pro-
gramme were badly affected
and consequently the farmers
had to face economic crisis.

According to sources [resh
schemes are yet to be taken
showing the loss of the last
year.

During last year, at least
121 IRRI—boro schemes were
undertaken by the Grameen
Bank in five southern districts
under this agriculture rehabili-
talion programme.

It ts informed that still now,
more than three hundred
power pumps are lying unused.

Meanwhile, about Taka six
crore have already been spent
for different schemes under
this programme but the out-
come of these schemes is neg-
ligible.

In these circumstances;
concerned authority should
take necessary steps immedi-
ately to make this rehabilita-
tion programme a successful.

Seven killed, 40 hurt
in road mishaps

SIRAJGANJ, June 16: Five
people were 'killed and 40
others injured, four seriously,
in a bus mishap at a point near
Kundulia village in Santhia up-
azila on Nagorbari-Bogra road
Saturday, reports UNB.

Witnesscs said the Rangpur
bound speeding coach from
Dhaka (Dhaka Metro-Ja-
040343) fell into a road side
ditch killing four people on
the spot. Another seriously in-
jured passenger died on way to
hospital. The mishap occurred
‘when the driver lost its con-
trol.

The dead were identified
as: Akhter (48) of Ullapara up-
azila, Abdul Hye (35), Mizanur
Rahman (38), Abdul Momen
(58) and Abdul Hamid (30) of
Faridpur upazila.

The bodies were sent to
Pabna General Hospital for au-
topsy. Of the injured 25 were
admitted to Bera and
Shahzadpur Health Complcxes
while others were released af-

| ter Mirst aid.

The driver and the helpers
of the bus managed to escape.

A case has been filed with
the local police in this con-
nection. :

Another reports adds: Two
minor boys were killed in two
tc road accidents in two
upazilas of the district recently

police said.
Bablu (8) was knocked

down by a speeding truck on
the Sirajganj-Belkuchi road at
Khidirbattala in Sadar upazila
this aflernoon when he was
playing by the side of the road.
He died instantly.

In another accident, an
unidentified boy (10) was run
over by another truck on the
Nagarbari-Belkuchi road at

Chandaikona in Rayganj upazila
while he was crossing the

road.

Two separate cases were
filed with the local police. A
tecn aged girl was injured se-
riously when a gang of miscre-
ants threw acid on her body
Thursday, police here said,

According lo wilncsses,
while the victim Rozi daugh
of Omar Ali of
Tantikanda in Shahzadpur up-
zaila along with her parents

was coming to the local bazar

the miscreants led by
Golenmiah attacked her and
threw acid on her in broad day

light.

Irregularities in Sylhet PDB office on

SYLHET, June 16:
Corruption and Irregularitics

1

have been going on in the local
Distribution Division Office of
Power Development Board.

Some stall of the office have
been engaged in such prac-
tices causing huge loss to the
public money. Some of the ir-
regularities were detected by
the higher authorities but no
action has been taken against
the concerned employees or
officials, during the last few
months.

it can be mentioned here
that some stall misappropri-
aled about Taka 22 lakh in the
name of advance in last year.
When the matter came to the
knowledge of the higher au-
thorities, an iry team was
lormed. The team accordingly
submitted its report on 19-10-
91 showing gross irregulari-
ties, corruption and misappro-
priation of huge amount of
public money In the
Distribution Division of PDB,
Sylhet. Though seven months
have already been passed no
action has yet been taken
against the concerned officials,
it is informed.

Drawing of huge money In
the name of advance, fake
vouchers, payment of different
bills for purchasing different
flems at rate have be-
come regular aflair in the of-
fice. Some organised gangs are
very much active in this re-
gard, it is learnt.

Another report adds: The
remaining works of Kaflashtila
Gas Flled under Sylhet Gas
Ficlds Lid had been finished

i ——
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recently. The concerned 1irm

used coun e steel poles
instead of the Germany made
poles as stated in the schedule
of the work. But the bill was
duly passed at the rate of the
foreign made poles. The
Deputy Director, Regional,
Accounts Office stopped the
payment of the second part of
the bill. They stated that the
coun poles costs Taka
9114 as against a foreign made
pole costs Taka 29224 Thc
Deputy Director sent the bill
returned to the Execulive
Engineer and asked him to
send the bill at the rate of
countrymade poles as stated in
the rate chart of the Electrical
Equipments Directorate of the
Power Development Board.

Woman run over

by minibus
SATKHIRA, June : An
unidentified woman was run

over by a minfbus near Kaligan|
College Thursday, reports
UNB.

Police said the accident
happened when the mentally
retarded woman was dancing
on the road and hit by the
speeding minfbus. Shc was
fmmediatcly rushed to the dis-
trict hospital where she later
died.

Another report adds: An old
man allegedly committed sui-
cide after failing to bring his

married young wife to
his house at rllf:f Tetulta of
Kaliganj Upazila of the district

on Wednesday night.

The Executive Engineer again
sent it to the Deputy Director
without any reason for pay-
ment. It was then sent to the
Chief Engincer of PDB for de-
cision as there ensued a differ-
ence of opinion between the
Executive Engincer and the
Deputy Director [Accounts)
over the payment. In the
meantime, the concerned firm
was lodged a casc with the lo-
cal court for delaying his pay-
ment. The central oflice has
recently informed all con-
cerned that the
would be lying pending till the
casc is decided.

The Regional Accounts
Office had informed the au-
thorities of the different re-
pressive measures and threats
from different quarters for
clearance of standing bills, alL a
time.

In another incident, the
Executive Enginecr issued no-
tice for 5 works at an esti-
mated cost of Taka
2. 87, 874 .B5. It was hot pub-
lished in the national dailies
violating the government deci-
sion. Through another notice,
the Executive Engineer called
for 10 other works at an esti-
mated cost of Taka,
3.89.746.32, which was not
also published In the national
dailies.

Such irregularities have be-
come regular feature in the
Power Development Board
OfMce, Sylhet.

A high level enquiry team
could detect all these irregu-
larittes and corruption at
large -scale, it is widely felt.
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Tk 3.73 cr land uplift_

tax unrealised

NOAKHALI, June 16: Land

devclopment tax amounting of

Taka 3,72,319 has remaincd
unrealised in six upazilas of the
district, reports UNB.

Out of Taka 4,55,38,106, an
amount of Taka 82, 58, 387
has been realised till April last,
official sources said.

Upazilawise break up of un-
realised land development tax:
Sadar Taka 1,67,94,784, Be-
gumganj-Taka 83,211,728,
Senbag-Taka 11,43,560, Com-
paniganj-Taka 14,94,039:
Chatkhil-Taka 11,15,260 and
Hatiy-Taka 4,09,948.

Local leaders have de-
manded early and adequate
measures to remove traffic
congestion and environmental
hazard on the Trunk Road and
Chaumuhani market arca.

They said hundreds of
shops constructed illegally on

both sides of roads were ob-
structing
vehicles and podestrians.

Buses, trucks, rickshaws
stand haphazardly in the mar-
ket creating traflic jam which
sometimes last for hours to-
gether.

Garbages heaped at various
places in the market are sel-
dom cleared and drains
blocked at Thm:s cause logging
which pollute the environ-
ment.

Thousands of people and
hundreds of buses, trucks, au-

torickshaws, tempos gather

here, one of the important
business centres of the district
everyday, from different parts
of the country.

RANGPUR, June. 16: A po-
lice constable was stabbed by a
miscreant while prevented
from collecting tolls from the
traders of Station Bazar in the
town on Wednesday, last, re-
ports UNB.

Police said constable Mo-
hammad Alf while on duty
found local mastan Monowar

Hossain collecting tolls from
the bazar and when challengced

the miscreant stabbed him
grievously.
The cop rushed to the

Rangpur Medical College Hos-
pital. After the incident the
same the miscreant snatched
away gold ornament and cash
Taka 1000 from Selina Begum,
assistant teacher of Alamnagar

Girls’ High School. She went
there for shopping.

Later, police managed to ar-
rest the miscreant and a case
has been [iled in this connec-
ton.

Police recovered contra-
band items worth about Taka
50,000 and arrested a man
from a shop at Dhaperhat Bazar
of Sadullapur Upazila on Mon-

day.

Acting on sccret informa-
tion. CID police raided the
bazar and recovered 78 pieces
of high quality Indian saree
from a hidden place of the
shop.

Later, the shopowner Afzal
Hossain was arrested. A case

has been flled with the police.

Betel leaf farming faces
setback in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, June 16: Cultiva-
tion of betel leal has been fac-
ing setback in Kushtia district
putting the growers in a pi-
liable condition.

Dearth of inputs, high rate
of ca cost, paucity of loan
and marketing facilities are
the causes behind the setback
of betel leafl cultivation in the
arca.

Prices of inputs such as
bamboo, straw, ofl cake, coir
thread etc have gone up but
these are nece for cultiva-
tion for betel leal.

About 485 maunds of oil cake
are ired for one b of
cultivable land of betel leafl
Shoeds used for plantation of

betel leal are ta ¢ fre-
quently. But cost of bam
boo which sells at Taka 90
cach Is | ssible to erect
sheds on the part of the grow-
ers

Lastly, absence of proper
marketing flacilities for the

product has put the growers in
a discouraging position and (ts
usual high cost fails to attract
both internal and foreign mar-
ket while compared with the
production cost of this item at
the neighbouring country.
Prospect of nut

Prospect of ground nut cul-
tivation in certain areas of
greater Kushtia district has
been proved very bright as well
as lucrative,

Farmers of Alamdanga,
Chuada and certain parts of
Kushtia district where sofl s
sandy have achieved very en-
couraging yleld of this cash
crop in their fleld with the
help and cooperation of Agri-
culture Extension nt.

Sandy soll with very less

is suitable for cul-
tivation of ground nut and Il
can be cultivated in both Khartf
and Ravi seasons and time re-
quired for cultivation

ter
village

free movement of

Toll collector stabs cop

Notes from

_Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Junc 16:. A
seven-day training coursc for
family planning field workers
under Dhaka Division has
ended here recently, reports
UNB.

Deputy Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Sirajul Hoq
inaugurated the course on May
23. A total of 43 field workers
of 17 districts of the Dhaka
Division participated in the
course.

The Minister stressed the
importance of motivating rural
people for planned parent-
hood. He called upon the field
workers to gear up family
planning activities to effec-
tively help check baby boom.
"The country's desired cco-
nomic progress will be shat-
tered il we fail to check popu-
lation boom,"” he added.

Bangladesh Family Planning
Association organised the
course.

Farmers for write

off loans

Poor farmers of Laxmirchar
union in Sadar u have
urged the authorities to write
off their bank loans as their
crops had been damaged by
drought and flash flood.

The farmers of village Char
Jhatharthapur took crop-loans
from Sonali and Krishi Bank of
Nandina Bazar Branch.

They said they were now
facing terrible financial hard-
ship and so arc unable to re-

pay.
The affecled farmers also
urged the authoritics to sanc-

tion new loans to them to
boost agri-production in the

upazila.
College union
lect

Election to central students
unijon of Shaheed Ziaur
Rahman College in sadar up-
azila and Kiamatullah Gov-
ernment College in
were ‘peacciully held recently.

The entire panel of
Jatiyatabadi Chatra Dal (JCD)

s t over the s in the
Sha Zhurh&-n(:oﬂe'
Central Students Union with
Anisur Rahman' as Vice

President and Enamul H
Khan Milon as the Genera

Sccretary.

Bangladesh Chattra League
(M-E) bagged four seats
including the VP and GS in the
central students union election
ol Bakshigan] Kiamtullah
Government . Ziaul Hugq
Zia became the VP while
Rathiul Huq Talukder Rubel
was elected GS. Rest of ten
scats were won by the JCD.

Coop body
executives

Election of Bakshiganj
Upazila Central Cooperative as-
sociation was held at its office
recently.

Mr Mohammad Ali was
elected Chairman of Executive

Committee of the Association.
Executive committee of

Bankshiganj Chamber of
Commerce and Industry was

formed recently A M
Nuruzaman and Md Sekander
Ali have been elected
President and GCeneral
Secretary respectively.
Eid-ul-Ajha
celebrated

Holy Eid-ul-Ajha was cele-
brated in Jamalpur and
Sherpur districts with due
solemnity on Friday., reports
BSS.

Thousands of Muslim devo-
tees offered prayers and sacri-
ficed cattle and goats.

Improved diet was dis
tributed at destitute centre,
hospitals and jail.

National flag was hoisted
atop government buildings and
private houses. Special prayer
was offered for peace and
prosperity of the country and
Muslim Ummah.

Anti-social
activities
rampant

BRAHMANBARIA, June 16:
Anti-social activities have be-
come rampant in the district
town in recent days causing
immense trouble to the
dwellers, reports UNB.

Uncontrolled movement of
gay girls, use of drugs and vio-
lence in the district have be-
come a common feature.

Gay girls move freely at var-
fous important places like
Station road, Bar library and
town hall premises specially
after sunset.

Hospital sources said that
patients reporting with vene-
rcal discases include school
and college going students in
larger numbers. Many young-
men have become addicted to
drugs, now sold almost freely
in the town,

Sources said young people
engaged in lnm]:'ﬂn? in the
nook and cormer of the town
(requently resort te loot,
hijacking, kidnapping and
forcible toll collection to pro-
cure money lor the illegal
sport.

Local people urged the au-
thorities o check the menace
and enforce law and order to
stop anti-social activities.



