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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina returns
today

Awami League president
and leader of the opposition
in parliament Sheikh Hasina
rcturns home this morning
from Saudi Arabia. Hasina along
with her husband and son left
for Makkah on June 5 to per
form Hajj. rcports UNB.

Shibir supports

June 20 hartal

Islami Chhatra Shibir Tues-
day extended support to a
counirywide half-day hartal on
June 20, called by the Jaliya
Jubo Command and the
Bharatiya Dalal Protirodh
Commitiee. The Shibir central
commitiee at a meeting de-
cided to extend support to the
hartal call, said a press release,
reporis UNI.

140 held in city on
various charges
Polce arrcsled 140 pcople

on various charges from diffcr-

enl arcas of the city during last
24 hours cending 6 pm Tues-

day, reporis UNB.
3 children drowned
in Jamuna

SIRAJGANJ, June 16: Three
children were drowned in the
Jamuna today as the riverbank
they were walking along col-
lapsed at Kulkaincharmara in
Kazipur upazila.

The victims were identified
as Momtaj Khatun (8) of village
Sharshia and Mallab (12) of vil-
lage Boalia in Shahjadpur up-
arfla and Ramjan Al (10) of vil-

lage Tekai in Kazipur upazila.
reporis UNII.

Quake jolts

Myanmar
BANGKOK, June 16: A
strong earthquake shook

northcrn Myanmar yesterday,
Myanmar radio said.

The quake measured 6.6 on
the Richier Scale, said the of-
ficial radio in a broadcast mon-

its epicentre was aboul 50
miles
Katha, reporfs AFP.
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Russia ready for shifting
arms factories to India

NEW DELHL June 16: Rus-
sia is ready to shift some of its
arms faclories to India and is
equally eager to set up a joint
space. launch faeility here,
Russia’'s ambassador to New
NDethi was quoled as saying to-
day, reporis AFP.

Moscow has indicated its
willingness to shilt units which
produce f{rontline aircrall,
tanks, armoured cars and
other military equipment for
usc in India and export lo

third countries, ambassador
Analoly Drukov said.

equipment not only

sclliing
added. "From our side there is
readiness.”

"Previously we only supplied
equipment: planes, tanks, ar
moured cars,” The Pionecer
newspaper quoted him as say-
ing in an interview.

"But | think we can go fur-

ther and sct up joint ventures
in order to produce military

for con
sumption (in India) but also for
to third countries.” he

“The idea has been under

discussion, but | think we have

now o move from an exchange

ol views o the concrele dcal,
the contract,” Drukov added.

The former Soviet Union
was India's biggest arms
supplier, and relations be-
tween Moscow and New Delhi
have been on a slow upswing
since tak a beating follow-
ing the collapse of the com
munist regime.

The envoy also said Russia
was interested in setting up a
joint space launch facility near
the Equator in India since it
had lost its Baiknour cosmod
rome to brecakaway Kasakhstan.

Ite did not specify i dis-
cussions had been held with
india on the subject.

There was no immediatc
comment in New Delhi on
Drukov's offer of arms [aclories
transfers to India or the pro

sal for a joint space

her.

Drukov said prospects of
cooperalion in space between
his country and India were
huge' and cxpressed conlfi
dence that Moscow would
lransfer controverstal rocket
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ALPP meet today

Khaleda, Samad Azad
to talk before
budget session

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami Leaguc Parha-
mentary Party (ALPI) mects
this afternoon to decide the
party sirategy to face the bud
gcl session ol parllament be-
ginning tomorrow.

AL chief Sheitkh Hasina.
scheduled to be back home
from Saudi Arabia this morn
ing, will preside over the
moeling,

Mcanwhile, the AL policy
makocrs are lcarnt to havwe de

cided to meet the Prime Min-
ister and Leader of the House
Khaleda Zia before joining the
budget session. Earlier, Prime
Minister wished 1o Lalk to the
AL policymakers in a bid to
rcmove Lhe strain that had de-
veloped between the opposi-
tion and the ruling party on
‘he Golam Azam issue since
Lthe last scsston of Parlament,
BOUTTUS “}*
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Stricter laws for non-banking bodies soon |

The government will soon
formulate laws for all non-
banking lnancial institutions

roviding punishment of uptlo

ycars in jail and Taka five

lakh as fine for operation with-
out Heense.

The Finance Ministry is
now working on the law to
bring such institlutions under
control. Howewver, the insur-
ance companies will be cx-
empted from the law.

Under the law the institu-

By Inam Ahmed and Sohel Manzur

tions including the non-gov-
ernmenlt organisalions ([NGOs)
will have to acquire license
from the Bangladesh Bank
(BI3).

_In the license, the BI3 will
impose some conditionalities
and il any institution violates
any of them, the institution
may be [ined upto Taka len
lakh.

The punitive measures have
been made strict upto the level
that in addition to the Taka

the institution
will have lo pay Taka onc lnkh
as fine each day until the day
when it can il the condi

tions it has violated.

The law which deals with
the institutions which tak:
deposits of upto Taka ord
crore or disbursc loans upto
the same amount will havww 52
sections scrulinizing with all
the operational aspects ol the
institutions.

Under the law the dowvel-

ten lakh fine,

opment financing institutions
(DF1S) including Bangladcesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha (3SRRS)
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank. |House
Building Finance Corporalion
(HBBIFC), Investmoent Corpo
ration of Bangladesh [ICL1Y)
Bangladesh Small and Cotage
Indusirics Corporation (I35CIC)
will be supervised by the 1314
Finance Minisltry sources
say the measurcs arc being
chalked out o bring the insii

Sce Page 12 Col B

Prime Minister Begum I{hn]eda FAE: ﬂddr&aamg A puh!u: meeting at Rangpur Zila S-:h:mi ground yesterdﬂy

No region-based politics : PM

RANGPUR, June 16: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said today her government
docs not believe in region-
based politics and wants Lo en-
sure balanced development of
the country, reports UNB.

“Don’'t think of Rangpur
only, think about the country,
because it's greater than all”
she told the Rangpurians at a
huge public meeting at thc
Rangpur Zila School ground
this allermoon.

In an oblique. reference Lo
last year's parliamentary elec-
tion in which her BNP lost all
[ive scats to deposed President
Ershad's Jatiya Party, Begum

Zia said "it matters little who
voted for whom'.
She, however, . hurriedly

¢nded her speech when the
crowd demanded of the Prime
Minister to declare Carmichacl
University College as a univer-
sity.

Begum Zia assured that a
commission would soon be set
up for examining possibilities
of turning the college inlo a
university.

Despite her assurance, the
crowd kept shouting the de-
mand for spot announcement.

The Prime Minister then
toughened her tone:
"Everything will be done ac-
cording to law as my govern-
menl does not wanl Lo give

l'alm promises.”

sirHer in her !p'l:t'l'.'h
Boegum Zia said the BNP gov-
crnment would not work for
any particular party, n or
group as "Lthe country will be
aflected.”

She called upon the people
of Rangpur to forget about all
differcnces of opinfon and
misunderstanding and come
forward to build the country,

"Don’t be misguided by pro-
paganda that BNP is not doing
anything for Rangpur, we have
laken up many programmes
for the district.”

Referring to  fulfilment of
many clection promises of
BNP, including agricultural
loan waiver and exemption of
land tax up to 25 bighas as
well as various development
programmces like canal dig-

ging, the Prime Minister said
all these were directed lo-

wards wellare of the people.

She assurcd that construc-
tion of the Jamuna bridge
would start soon, and hard
rock from Baropukuria would
be extracted in phases.

She underscored the neced
for women's participation in
the development activity and
referred to various pro-
grammes taken up for them.

She also urged all to culti-
vale fallow land for boosting
production.

Chaired by diStrict BNP
president Kazi Yahca, the
mecting” was addressed by
State Minister for Law
Barrister Aminul Haque, MPs
Begum Selina Rahman, Saheda
Sarkar Reba and Begum
Rebeka Samad, BNP Standing
Commiltee member Dr R A
Gani, local leaders Rahim
Uddin Bharsha and Rczaul laq
Sarkar Rana.

Khaleda Zia Tuesday visited
the Rangpur Medical College
Hospital and saw the injured
passengers were wounded
in a road accident at Kowkhali
carlier in the day.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Tuesday called
upon the members of the
armed forces to make mean-
ingful contributions in serving
the country

She was addressing army
officers and jawans at a darbar
in Rangpur Cantonment in the
altcrnoon.

The pceople reposed their
confidence on the armed
forces, Begum Zia said and
urged them to uphold the trust
with dignity.

"The armed forces are part
of the people and you should
recmain unflinching in your
scrvice towards the people,”
she told the darbar.

—PID photo

Rizvee, Elias,
Malek new
JCD leaders

By Staff Correspondent

A new excculive body of
BNP's student front, the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
has been formed with Rizvee
Ahmed, Elias Ali and Abdul
Malek as the president. pen
ecral secretary and organising
secretary respectively,

The body was formed at its

council held yesterday at the
Prime Minister's Office,
Sugandha.

BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar announced the
committee formally at about
10:30 pm.

The council, held afipr a
long five and a hall ycars, was
earlier scheduled (o be held at
the BNP central effice at
Dhanmondj,

But, according to sources,
the venue was later shilted to
the Prime Minister's offlice
citing securily rcasons.

As many as four candidates
vied for the post ol president
while six others for general
secretary. Six candidates as-
pired for the organising scc-

| retary post.

The number of councillors,
participated in volting, was
196. The last council of JCD

| was held in December, 1986,
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TALK-PROCESS Flnﬂnct th-at.er "'-1|!ur Rahian trs ing

to drive home a

point to the Deputy

Leader of the

Opposition Abdus Samad Azad who appears all ears to the
minister during a pre-budget seminar at Engineers

Institution Tuesday.

—Star photo by Mohsin

Plea for consensus on

economic policy

By Staff Correspondent

In what was described by
the participants as unique de-
vcelopment, Finance Minister
Saiflur Rahman, Opposition
leader Abdus Samad Azad,
cconomists and Leflt politicians
Aticnded a pre-budget seminar
where they all spoke of a na-
tional consensus for a sustain-
able economic policy frame-
work.

The Finance Minister en-
dorsed most of the demands
put forward by the Patriotlic
Democratic Front (PDF), the
organisers of the seminar,
saying "l am in agreement on
most of the points barring one
or two."

Taking exception to "the
PDF plea to subsidise agricul-
ture which he said still pro
vided a major portion of the
GDP, the minister cited the
donors' reservations about it.

"Donors insist that we sub-
sidise this sector with our own
money and not with theirs
which is logical,” Sailur
Rahman said calling for united
cfforts to raise domestic re-
sources to accommodale such
demands,

Abdus Samad Azad, the
deputy Ilcader of the
Opposition in parliament,

contradicted Rahman's con-
tention and offered Opposition
support to any governmenmnt
move in meeting the agricul-
tural subsidies bill from rev-
enuc carnings.

Hailing the Awami League's
proposcd policy changes once
again, the Finance Minister
said that an atmosphere of
"relative consensus” was pre-
vailing because "AL's policies
are Lo a great extent conver-
gent to the BNP's.”

Speaking before a packed
audience, the Finance Minister
said that the budget he would
present Thursday would re-
flect the ruling party's ideol-

"The whole budget exercise
is in the context of 110 million
people... taking into account its
impact and implications on
people,” Rahman asserted.

"Budget is the nt
of balancing of social conflicts
but in totality it will certainly
aim at people's welfare,” he
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18 killed, 114 hurt in 5 road

At least 18 people were
killed and 114 others injured
in five separate road accidents
in Salna, Kurigram, Gopalganij,
Tongi and Jamalpur Tuesday

Eleven ple were killed
and 20 others injured as a

sand loaded truck also carrying
into a

passengers plunged

roadside ditch near 'Pora Bari
Dak Baglo' at Salna under

Gazipur district Tuesday night.

Of the victims, 10 were
killed on the spot and another
one died on way to Tongi

Sadar Hospital.
Gazipur police said, the
over loaded truck plunged into

Lthe ditch when its driver lost
conirol over the wvehicle at
around B:15 pm ;

Of the injured, Sirajul

By Staff Correspondent

Islam, 30, Wahed Ali, 60,
Abdur Rahman, 60, Nazrul
Islam, 20, Nuruzzaman, 30,
Shahed Ali, 80 and Yunus, 25
were admitted to the Tongi
Sadar Hospital, reports our
Gazipur correspondent while
10 other injured were admit-
led to Joydevpur Hospital.

Of the dead, 10 bodies were
sent to the Joydevpur Hospilal
and another one was sent to
the Tongi Sadar Hospital. None
of the victims could be identi-
fied immediately.

In another aceident six
people were killed and an-
other 45 injured as a passen-
ger bus plunged into a ditch on
its way to Kurigram  [rom
Dhaka near Tista Bridge early
morning Tuesday.

According to Fire Service in

Dhaka, the driver lost control
over the vehicle as one of the
front tyres of the {ll-fated bus
suddenly burst and plunged
into the ditch about 15 feet
below the highway,

Of the dead, three persons
died on the spot while another
three succumbed to their in-
juries on way to Kurigram and
Rangpur Hospitals, fire service
source said.

One of the victims was
identiffed as a member of
Bangladesh Rifle. But the fire
service office in Dhaka could
not confirm the identities of
the others.

Of the serfously injured, 11
people were admitted to the
Rangpur Hospital while an-

mishaps

other four to the Kurigram
Hospilal.

Our Gopalganj correspon-
dent reports: One person was
killed and 29 others were in-
ured when a passenger bus

und for Tekerhat [rom
Gopalgan] plunged into a
roadside ditch at around noon
Tuesday.

The bus met its fate when it
swerved Lo avoid collision with
a BRTC bus coming from the
opposite direction.

Of the victims, one Atiur
Rahman died on the spol and
seriously injured f[ive othcor
were admitted to the
Gopalganj Sadar lospital.

Our DMCH correspondent
reporis: Five people were in-
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Food aid pledge
down by 20 pc

By Staff Correspondent

Food aid pledged by donors
for the next fiscal year (1992-
93) is over 20 per cent lower
than the current year's dis-
bursement of about 14 lakh
metric tons, Food Minister M
Shamsul Islam said Tuesday.

Addressing a press conler-
ence on the country's food sit-

uation at the Bangladesh Sec-.

rclariat, he pointed out that
the actual food n deficit for
the 1991-92 fiscal year is
likely to stand at 12.21 lakh
metric tons.,

The minister noted that the
lower food aid pledge s prob-

dent

ably because of the urgent
nced for food grains in the
Commonwecalth of Indepen-
States (CIS) and the
Eastern European countries.

He said that 200 million US
dollars werc pledged as food
ald at the Paris Aid Club meet-
ing in April which would help
procure about 11 lakh metric
tons of wheat during the next
fiscal ycar

[loweéver, he added, the
lower food aid pledge by
donors would have ne influ-
ence on internal demand and
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CP expels
Gorbachev

MOSCOW, June 168: Former
Sovict president Mikhatl Gor-
bachcv was on Satur-
day [rom the remnant Com-
munist Party of what was the
Soviet Union for destroying
the and the state and
betraying the workers,” Iltar-
Tass reported Monday, says
AFP.

The decision, taken in a
plenary meeting here held by
former members of the party's
ceniral commitice was pub
iished in a statement issucd
by the party, actions by party
members have been lorbidden
by Russian President Boris

Yelisin.
tar - Tass did not say how

many pueoph aticnded the ple-

nary mocting, the Soviet
Communist was banned
Scv Mage Col |

S'umrnit opens
Bush welcomes
Yeltsin as new

Peter the Great

WASHINGTON, June 186:
President George Bush wel-
comed Russian President Boris
Yeltsin today as a modern-day
Peter the Great and sald their
summit marked the start of a
new era in post-cold war rela-
tions, Reuter.

‘Mr nt, like hu:r
the Great, Jou are
Russia's role in the
Bush told Yeltsin during an
elaborate arrival ceremony at
the White House.

Yeltsin and his wife stepped
out of their black Zil Limousine
to warm handshakes f[rom
Bush and his wife Barbara. A
military band played each na-
tion's national anthem and a
21-gun salute sounded.

Yeltsin and Bush, each es-
corted by a soldier, proceeded
lo a ceremonial review ol the
troops in the June sunshine.

They then gave opcning
statements for a two-day
summit that will focus on nu-
clear disarmament, economic
rcform in Russia and Yelisin's
asscrtion that some American
POWs [rom the Vietnam war
may still be alive and jailed in
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Bail prayers of
Obhi, associates
rejected

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Shahiduddin Abhmed
yesterday rejected the bail

rayers ol F Obhi
and his 15 associates, reports
UNB.

The court ordered [iling of
investigation report on their
cases by this month end.

The accused, who are now
[acing two cases, were not
produced in the court.

Police, in a prolonged hunt
for a so-called ‘terror brigade’,
arrested Obhi and his accom-
plices with arms from the
Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
Universily on May 18,

Goods worth one
crore taka
gutted in Bogra

From Our Correspondent

BOGRA, June 16: A
devastating fire -gutted
electronic goods worth about
Taka one crore at Najib
Mansfon Market, Kabi Nazrul
Islam Road, Bogra, Tucsday.

Sources sald that the fire
broke out in a shop al around
1:30 am and soon sprvad to
the market.

Firemen rushed to the spol
and contained the fire after a
three hour gruelling struggie.

The fire raised again al
about 8 am. Fire service per-
sonnel extinguished the fire
immediately.

The cause of the fire eould
not be ascertained till writing
of this report. However,
unconfirmed sourees said that
the fire was caused by cleutric
short circuit which complutely
guticd 16 shops and partially
damaged six others.



