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3 killed, 31 hurt in
separate incidents

By Staff Correspondent

Al least three persons were
killed and another thirty-one
injured in incidents
in and outside the city during
the last two days.

A 60-year old pedestrian,
was killed as a speeding pri-
vate car ran over him at
Shawrapara in the city at
around 2:30 pm Monday.

The victim Hazrat All was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where he suecumbed to in-
furies at around 4:30 pm .

A businessman. Abdul Malek
Hawladar, 42, was killed as a
minibus ran over him on the
Airport Road Sunday night.

Seriously injured Abdul
Malek was taken to the DMCH,
but he died immediately after
being admitted to the hospital
on the same night.

Kayes Ahmed, 45, a teacher
of Bangla of Willes Little
Flowers School, reportedly
committed suicide by hanging
at his residence at Dinonath
Sen Road Sunday afternoon.

Sutrapur police said, on an
information, they rushed to
pot in the evening and

fan of the room, added.
Kayes Ah ‘s wife and
only son were absent from the
house during the incident, ac-
cording to police.
A young man, Noor Moha-
18, was severcly stab-
bed near Bazar Sunday
night and admitted to the
(DMCH).

Sabuj police said, Noor
Moham was stabbed fol-
lowing a quarre! between two
groups of the area. Police

rushed to the spot but are yet
to arrest any one in this con-
nection.

Our Jhenidah correspon-
dent adds: AL least thrtymcrcr
sons were injured in a
cident al Kagmari on Kaliganj-
Chuadanga road in Kot-
chandpur thana Monday noon.

Police and eyewitnesses
said the accident occurred
when a Khulna- bound speedy
bus (Mcherpur Ba-4) having
lost control plunged into a
road side ditch.

The 22 injured were rushed
to Kotchandpur hospital. The
condition of 5 {s stated to be
eritical.

Police seized the bus while
the driver ¢ :

A case has been filed with

Kotchandpur thana.
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8000 held in Tamil Nadu
ahead of strike

NEW DELHI, June 15: Po-
ltce have rounded up some
8,000 people in India's Tamil
Nadu state ahead of a planned
nationwide strike to protest
the federal ment’'s eco-
nomic policies, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) said Sun-
day, reports AFP.

The people taken into cus-
tody as "a precaution” in the
southern state included ac-
tivists of the Communist Party
of India-Marxist (CPI-M), the
chiel sponsor of the strike,
PT1 nkf'o

Muﬁntn of the centrist
Janata Dal and two regional

parties, including, Tamil
Nadu's main o ftion Tamil
Party, Dravi Munnetra

Kazhagam (DMK), were among
those detained.

Around 800 of the de-
lainees were taken into cus-
tody in Tamil Nadu's textile
town of Coimbatore. There
were no reporis of any vio-
lence.

The state government in
Tamil Nadu is controlled by ri-
val Tamil Party All India Anna
DMK, an ally of Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao's ruling
Congress (I) Party.

Opposition parties, particu-
larly the left, argue that by
opening up the economy to
forcign private capital invest-

Hajis start
heading home

JEDDAH, June 15 Morc
than two million Muslims who
performed the annual pilgrim-
age to Makkah hawv  started
heading home, declaring this
year's Hajj a success, reports
Reuter.

Complaints from Iraq, Libya
and some [ranian radicals keen
lo discredit Saudi Arabia's
conservative rulers have done
nothing to dampen the satis-
faction of the faithful who
completed rites obligatory for
every Muslim at least once in a
lifetime.

“The fuss abroad was hardly
noticed here. This year's Hajj
was probably among the most
peaceful and the smoothest
ever, an Asian diplomat said.

Saudi media are carrying
copious messages of apprecia-
tion from pilgrims and national
Hajj missions praisi ar-
ﬂn{'!ﬂ'mtl that n]h:mg such
a huge number of Muslims Lo
carry out their religious duties
without serfous incident.

Clash at BDR
cinema hall:

15 injured

By Staff Correspondent

Two groups of pmﬁlc
clashed at esh Rifles
(BDR) cinema at Hazaribag
area
evening leaving at least 15
people injured.

The clash ensued from the
issue of black-marketing of
cinema tickets. The clashing
groups cxploded crackers and
pelted stones at each other.

On duty Rifle Police (RP) of

BDR rounded up six persons
from the spot.

Later the nabbed persons,
Rafiq, Harun, Nazim, Jahangir,
Habtb, and Raqib were handed

over to the Lalbag police.

in the city Monday"

ment, the government Iis
dropping the socialist econ-
omy envisaged by Jawahar Lal
Nehru, India’s first premier.

PA Sangma, Minister for
Labour in Roa's government,
said Sunday that the planned
24-hour strike beginning mid-
night today was politically mo-
tivated.”

The working class has no
reason to doubt the govern-
ment's sincerity,” Sangma said
here.

He told reporters the gov-
crnment approach was: "no
work, no pay.”

JCD council
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secretary Khondokar Jahangir
Hossain, former assistant in-
ternational affairs secretary ol
JCD Elas Ali, Habibul Islam
ilabib and JCD Dhaka City
president Abul Khair Bhuiyan.

There are six candidates
for the post of organising sec-
re which include Rafiqul
Islam Jaglu, Quamruzzaman
Ratan, Abdul Maleq, Shirin
Sultana, Emdad Khan and
Papia Ashrafi.

As many as 193 councillors
are likely to participate in the
council to be held at BNP cen-
tral office at Dhanmondi.

The date of the council was
decided at a meeting of the
JCD central lecaders with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her Sugandha office on
June 3.

According to sources, the
matter of age limit for a candi-
date for the central executive
mr was raised by some of the

ers of JCD in the meeting.
The Prime Minister, however,
ruled out any possibility of
bringing such a provision in
JCD leadership saying that as
a large student organisation
JCD needs experienced lead-
ership, the sources said.

The JCD has been running
on a convening committee led
by DUCSU vice-president
Amanullah Aman since 1990.
The executive committee of
the tion was dissolved
in 1990 following inter-
nal conflicts in its leadership.

Post Office robbery:
One_ arrested, eight
interrogated

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, June 15:
Police Monday arrested one
person and interrogated an-
other t in connection with

the ro at the local head
post office.
The guard of the post

- office, Kazimuddin (35) was

brought under police custody
while another eight including
two post masters, and the
treasurer of the office were in-

today.

A band of robbers broke 18
locks down of the office at
Court Road here on Saturday
night and looted cash, prize
bonds and stamps worth about
Tk four lakh and thirty-three
thousand. The robbers also
ransacked 14 drawers of the
office.

Police said they received
important information to un-
earth the mystery over the
robbery while questioning the
suspects. SR

Preparations on
to make June

21 hartal

a SUCCCSS
By Staff Correspondent

tions in support of
the planned hartal on June 21
s on as political parties are
hold meectings, gatherings
and to make the dawn
to-dusk hartal a success.

The hartal was called by the
Central Coordinating Council
for Implementation of the
Spirit of the Liberation War
and Resistance to the Killers
and Collaborators of 1971 1o
press for implementation of
the verdict ol the March 26
'‘public trial’ at the Suhrawardi
U against Jamaat chief
Golam Azam and for banning
the activities of the party.

Awaml! League, Patriolic
Democratic Front (PDF), Five-

Alliance, Ganatantri Party
and Gana Azadi League Monday
held a joint meeting at the
Awami League office al
[hlxhandhu Avenue.

¢ mecting, chaired by
acting president of Awami
League Abdus Samad Azad,
discussed preparations for the
planned hartal and called upon
the people to join it.

The meeting decided to
hold mectlings, public rallics
and gatherings in support of
the hartal.

It also demanded immedi-
ate withdrawal of "false cascs”
against the 24 respected citi
zens of the country.

Abdul Mannan, Shcikh
Abdul Aziz, Salahuddin Yusul,
Mohiuddin Ahmed, Abdul Mo
men, Kamruzzaman, Abdur
Razzak, Amir Hossain Amu,
Tofael Ahmed, Mohammad
Nasim, Abdul Momen Taluk-
der, Abdul Monayem Sarker
and Siddik Hossain of Awami
League, Dilip Barua, Nurul
Islam Nahid, Mujahidul Islam
Selim and Pankaj Bhattacharya
of PDF, Rashed Khan Menon,
Nirmal Scn, Kazi Arefl Ahmed,
A F M Mahbubul Huq and Abu
Syed Khan of Five-party

liance, Shafiqul Mawla of
Ganatantri Party and Advocate
Alf Reza of Gana Azadi League
attended the meeting,

Ekattorer Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Committee held a
meeting at the Siddheswari
College premises - Monday
evening to drum up support
for the hartal. Presided over by
the joint convenor of the
Muktijoddha Jubo Command
Wahidul Huq Swapan, the
meeting was addressed by
Sadek Ahmed Khan, Saifullah
and Abu Siddiq.

The committee will hold a
meeting at Mirpur, Section-1,
Tuesday.

PDF will hold a rally and
procession in support of the
planned dawn-to dusk hartal
on June 19 at the Purana
Paltan crossing of the capital.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD) president Mohiuddin
Ahmed Monday called upon
the countrymen to participate
in the June 2] hartal.

Addressing a meeting at
the Fatullah Industrial Area at
Narayanganj, he said that the
hartal would again prove Lhat
the people of the country were
united against the reactionary
forces.

JSD general secretary Azizul
Islam Swapan, and Golam
Ahmed Babul also spoke at the
meeting.

Sheikh Kamal Sangsad
president Syed Ahmed Khan
and general secretary Habibur
Rahman Khan in a joint state-
ment Monday also supportced
the hartal and called upon the

people to join it.
BB action illegal,

says Akhtaruzzaman

By Staff Correspondent

The Chairman of United
Commercial Bank Ltd (UCBL),
and an Awami League MP,
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury in a
statement Monday alleged that
the adesh Bank (BB) had
rem him and his wife
from the directorship of the
bank illegally.

He said he had also taken
the case to the High Court and
the court has issued rule Nisi
on the BB.

Akhtdruzzaman further said
he and his wife did not take
any loan from UCBL as direc-
tors. He also said an investiga-
tion committee of the BB in its
report said he or his wife do
not have any ownership of
Rajshaht Steel and Engi-
neering Works Ltd which took
loans from the bank as per

banking rule.

8 hurt as BCL
Shibir clash
in Sirajganj
SIRAJGANJ, June 15: Eight
people were {njured in a clash
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between activists of two rival
student groups in Kazipur

1upnzila of the district today,

police said, reports UNB.

The clash ensued when ac-
tivists aof Kazipur Chhatra
League allegedly attacked a Eid
reunion of Chhatra Shibir at a
restaurant in Meghaibazar of
the upazila.

The injured included seven
activists of Shibir, including
President of its Kazipur unit
Sohrab All. One activist of Ch-
hatra League also received in-
| jury during the attack.
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Waving posters instructing Serbian President Milosevic to
'Go Away and giving the familiar three-fingered Serbian
sign, Belgrade students vent their feelings at a rally
Monday. The demonstrators who gathered in front of

Belgrade
resignation.

University demanded

the President's

—AFP P}HHH
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BJC chief blames past
govts for present crisis

By Asiuzzaman

The officlals and employces
of the Bangladesh Jute Cor-
poration (BJC) have alleged
that previous governmendls
were fully responsible for the
present crisis in the Cor:
poration and said that it was
possible to make the BJC
profitable {f government inter-
ference was withdrawn,

"We just carried out gov-
ernment orders and some-
times purchased jute at double
the market price for the
farmers’ welfare causing huge
losses to the BJC,” Chairman
of the BJC Col [(Retd) M
Shariful Islam said on behalf of
the employees.

In an interview with The
Daily Star he said that the BJC
started operation in 1985 with
a backlog of Taka 204 crore
loss sustained by five similar
organisations which were then
merged into BJC.

The losses have swelled be-
cause of the bank interests and
added with subsequent losses
which now stand at about Taka
1105 crore, the source said.
He added that of this the ac-
tual loss was only Taka 208
crorec while Taka 897 crore
was is bank interest.

He pointed out some other
causes of losscs like Lhe pur-
chasing of jute at subsidised
rate, selling out of jute at dis-
count prices and supplying of

jute to the Bangladesh Jute

Mills Corporation (BJMC)
without settling the price.
There were also some political
and socio-economic recasons
behind the losses, he added.

The BUMC still owed Tk 35
crore o the BJC, the Chairman
added.

*All we have done were on
government orders and were
never asked to do business
with jute,” the official said
adding, "We can accept the

challenge to make the JC a
profitable organisation if we
arc allowed to compele in the
market.”

Citing an example of the
year 1985-86, the official said
that the jute price had lallen to
Taka 90 per maund because of
a bumper production but the
government ordered the
Corporation to buy jute at Taka
200 per maund to help the
farmers.

Normally the BJC purchases
25 lakh maunds of jute but that
year it had to buy one crore 24
lakh maunds, he added.

He said that .the Corpo-
ration was established with the
aims and objectives ol ensuring
fair prices to the growers,
stabilising local and foreign
markets, checking smuggling
and maintaining quality of jute.

The Chairman said that dur-
ing formation of BJC it was
said that the backlog loss
would be waived and that the
BJC would start as a ncw or-
ganisation withoul any previous
labilities. But the authoritics
did not do so.

The official said that it
would be “very unfair® if the
authorities went ahead wilh
the move Lo squeeze the
Corporation pushing 2,700
employees out of jobs.

"We raised the maitter at a
meeting of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee and re-
quested to review it.” the offi-
cial said adding, “We sug-
gested waiving bank interests

segregate the losses lo
salvage BJC and make it a
profitable organisation.”

The BJC official said that
this year the Corporation
sought Taka 105 crore to pur-
chase jute in the coming sca-
son which remained pending
wilth the government.
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But other countrics are re-
fusing to sign the Climatic
Change Treaty, with Gulf oil-
producing ecountries saying it
places too much of the blame
for the deterioration of the
earth's atmosphere on oil,
their key export.

The Earth Summit also
produced Agenda 21, a
weighty 800 pages designed as
a blueprint for lasting envi-
ronment-friendly development
— and ways to fund it — into
the 21st century.

The text lays down courses
of action to protect the earth's
atmosphere from greenhouse

ses, to protect the ozone

yer, to slow deforestation and
ensure better management of
forests, and to stop erosion of
arable land, desertification and
drought.

Agenda 2] also lays down

the broad lines of a pro-
gramme to protect the oceans,
marine resources and coastal
areas.
It stresses the need to pro-
tect fresh water and manage it
better to curb transmission of
diseases, and to treat danger-
ous nuclear and toxic waste.

But the area where Agenda
21 is already straining at the
seams is the section which
scts up a system to finance all
this — with the United Nations
estimating a cost of some 125
billion dollars a year until the
end of the decade,

Total public development
aid has hitherto been running
at 55 billion dollars a year.

The United Nations was
seeking a pledge from devel-
oped countries to boost their
international development aid
to 0.7 per cent of their Gross

Earth Summit

National Product, but fcw an-
swered the call.

France and Germany have
promised to reach the 0.7 per
cent level as soon as possible,
while it was left up to other
countries when and if they will
reach the target.

Third World eflorts to have
the year 2000 inserted as a
target-date for that percentage
foundered in the final com-
promise, leaving nothing but a
reference to the fact that some
developed nations were com-
mitted to it.

One Third World delegates
pointed out during the course
of the conference that deci-
sions taken by consensus
among 178 widely disparate
countries would inevitably be
"all things to all men” com-
promises, but the delegates
were unanimous in saying the
summit had raised awarcness
of environmental issues among

government leaders as well as
the global public.

The deliberations here
were transmitted to the world
by 9,000 journalists — more
than twice the number at any
previous UN meeting.
Theusands of members of ac-
tion groups — all voters in
their home countries — arrived
in Rio to lobby the national
delcgations. Many of them
condemned the outcome of
the conference, with friends of
the earth slamming the
North's "frresponsibility” and
"short-term economic expe-
diency” but at the same time
acknowledging “importani
progress.”

Boutros Ghali told AFP as
the summit ended that he be-
Heved it had created momen-
tum.

. restiriction,

Mango
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said the sources, speaking on
condition of anonymity. The
authorities spend about Tk 30
to feed an ordinary prisoner in
the central jail.

Meanwhile, the jail author-
ties have barred Ershad from
secing his wife and two chil-
dren for 28 days for violation
of jafl code.

The sources said that the
effective [rom
Sunday Wune 14), was im-

d to punish Ershad lor
eeping an unauthorized

walkman and sm ling out
Iﬂl‘ﬁl una rised lelicrs.
¢ walkman and Lhe al-

leged Ictiers were found dur-
ing a scarch ol Ershad’'s two-
room cell last week lollowing
reports that the former Prest-
dent was sending out political
instructions to his Jatiya Party
leaders and cronies.

The resiriction will. how.
cver, not aflect Ershad much
as his family’'s ncxl get-lo-
gcther with him s not duc In
the next 30 days. Ershad is
permitled to sce his wife and
children onee a month. The
liast time Ershad's wife and
children visited him  in jafl
wiis on Friday to celebrate the
Fid ul-Azha

The token penalty has
been handed to him (Ershad)
lo warn him against violation ol
jall code In future,” said a se-
nior jail offictal.

He said, "We want him Lo
behave in accordance with our
rules. [Jut unfortunatcly, he has
putl us in embarrassmonl scv-
cral Limes

Ihe authorilies arc invesli
gatim how the walkman got
inside .1 shad's cell.

Bank guard to
die for killing
colleague

NARAYANGANJ, June 15 A

' gmrd of Janata Bank in the

town was senlenced to death
today for murdering his col-
league, reports UNB.

Additional Sessions Judge
Mohammad Baharul Islam pro-
nounced the judgement on
Lokman Mia (45) who killed
Hu Kabir, another guard
of the bank.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused beat the vic-
tim to death with a pipegun
Scptember, 1988 night.

He defaced the dead and
told the bank's officials that he

had killed a dacoil o save the
bank money, with a motive to"

get promotion.

Lokman himseclf also filed a
dacoity case in this connec-
tion. But police on investiga-
tion chargesheeted Lokman for
the murder.

The Judge, after examining
witncsses, awarded the ac-
cused decath sentence.

Tinbigha
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tion on Sunday in which at
least 60 people were report-
cdly injured.

The police action came in
the wake of agitation launched
by extremist groups led by BJP
to resist the scheduled June
26 transfer of the Tinbigha
corridor to Bangladesh. The
corridor will provide direct
passage of the residents of

and Angorpota en-
e i 2

There was no trafflic move-
ment on the Mekliganj-Dhapra
road of the Tinbigha due to the
strike today.

Reports trickling in from
across the border said the
striking groups clashed with
ruling CPM and other left
[ronts in three or four places
of Coochbehar during the
strike.

The strike is scheduled lo
continue till 6 am tomorrow
(Tuesday).
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UK to destroy tactical
nuclear weapons

LONDON, June 15 Britain will destroy the tactical nuclear
weapons it withdrew from navy ships and afrcraft last year,
the government announced Monday. reports AP

80 children feared drowned
in Karnataka

NEW DELHI, June

15: Some B0 school children were

feared drowned In a boat accident in the southern state of

Karnataka
10 kms (six

, PT1 sadd. The accident occurred at Bangero,
from Karmmataka's port town of

on the western Arabian Sea Coast, an initial report from the

news agency sald, reports AFP.

Development expenditure
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mentation of the and
incrcase in the projeet expen-
ditures.

Moreover, questions were
raised about our skill and abil-
ity in the development man-
agement among the d:v:)_'o{e
ment pariners, she said.
regular supervision and moni-
toring of the projects are im-
perative, she said.

Begum Zia said the gov-
ernment had laken differcnt
steps o cxpedite the imple
mentation of the development
programmes which included
accclerntion and simplification
of the process of approval of
the development projects and
deccnirulisation of power for
project implementation,

She sircssed the need  for
inlensifying accountable and
transparcnt system to avoid
repetition, corruption and
wislagus in Lhe process of pro
jeel implementation like  the
pest.

Begum Zia also suggested
appointing skilled project di-
reclors on permanent basis
instcad of part timers. She
said, “frequent changes ol di-
rectors hamper the success-
ful implementation of pro-
jects.

After the opening remark ol
the Prime Minister, the for-
mer deliberations of the mect-
ing started. Ministers, state
ministers and concerned sec-
retaries took part in the dis-
cussions.

The meeting expressed the
optimism that the contribution
ol domestic resources in fi-
nancing ADP is expected Lo
rise upto 35 per cent by 1905,
Three years ago, the contribu-
tion of internal resources in
ADP was almost nil.

T'I'i:omunl noted that de-
mm due to change In
system of government and

natural calamity that hit the
country, the present govern-
ment within a short time alter
taking the responsibility suc-
ceeded in bringing about fi-
nancial and cconomic disci-
pline. It also succeeded in
contributing between 25 to 27
per cent to the ADP from do-
mestic resources.

The meeting was told that
Taka 178 crore has been ear
marked in the coming fiscal

Mirza Hafiz sick

By Staff Correspondent

Law and Parliamentary
Alfairs Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz fell sick at his office
Monday momning and the doc-
tors advised him complete
rest.

Sources close to the
Minister said that Hafiz felt
physically indisposed at about
9.30 am Monday.

He was immediately taken
to the Suhrawardi Hospital for
observation.

He has, however, been re-
lcased from the hospital and is
recuperating at home.

year for the poverty alleviation

having a set target.

entire ADP on implemen-

tation will help support
poverty alleviation

year will p a suppo
role, rather than that of in-
vestor. It said that to fulfil that
objective, a sum of Taka 100

crore has been earmarked for
“industries rehabilitation fund

" for the firsit time.

Referring to prevailing
power crisis throughout the
country, the meeting said to
address the problem and also
to supply gas to power genera-
tlon plants and other areas,
Taka 1817 crore has been
carmarked in next years ADP
for this scctor.

The meeting noted that
during current year, Taka
7150 crore has been spent
against ADP target of 75600. In
the first year of democratic
government and in the face of

hora of odds, this success

been deserfbed by NEC as
cncouraging and laudable.

The NEC meeting under-
scored the need for timely ifn-
plementation of ADP. The NEC
decided to form a high-level
implementation coordination
committee to strengthen the
implementation capacity of the
projects at field level

in her closing remark the

Prime Minister underlined
the need for monitor-
ing and supervision of the

progress of development pro-
ts. She also suggested the
Iding of the NEC meeting
after an interval of three
months.

Power plants

From Page |1 Col 4

tation, the report mentions.
The government has in the

meantime taken an initiative to

resume opecration of eleven

power plants of the country by
Scplember this year on an
emer, basis. A total of 283
megawatts of electricity will be
got from these plants.

But the enhanced demand
of the consu can only be
met if the planned new pro-
jects are implemented in a
pragmatic way, the report ob-
serves.

It, however, mentions that
no major project was fmple-
mented other than the Chit-
tagong 210 megawall power
plant nor any project approved
under the Power Master Plan
of 19885,

Even the projects proposed

to be implemented after the
review of the plan in 1987 re-
mained unimplemented.
* Implementation of these
projects could increase power
production by 450 megawalls,
it adds.
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