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Brolin strikes for hosts against Danes
v

.‘ June 16: Tnnm
.\ Brolin propelled

mark on

and gave the hosts a greal
chance of reaching the
semifinals of the European
Championship, reports Reuter.

Brolin pou in the 59th
minute to crown a fine move
by Martin Dahlin and hoist
Sweden to the top of Group

fore the start as re nis
for banished Yugoslavia, could
not match the rivals who had

lcad when Kim Christofite
crashed a left-footed [ree-kick
against the right upright two
minutes before the interval.

Swedish defender Patrik
Andersson- was booked for
brin down Brian Laudrup
just in t of the penalty area
on the Danish right to give
away Lhe [ree-kick.

Christoflte touched the ball
to Flemming Povilsen and
slammed Lhe return around
the defensive wall only to be

Limpar gave him an excellent
opening, but his eflort went
wide.

Sweden manager Tommy
Svesson said: "DBrolin was one
of the best players on the pitch
today. Martin, Dahlin had a
good game and Jonas Thern
and Stefan Schwarz worked
tremendously - throughout the
tie.”

But Svensson played down
his team's semiflinal prospects.

"l still have England and
France as favourites in our

One, a point clear of England denied by the near post.

and France who earlier shared But the probings of Povisen, group. I'm:expecting a very

a goalless draw in Malmo. Laudrup and their collcagues tough game against the
The Swedes, who drew 1-1 were more Lhan matched by E d,” he said. ;

with France in last the eager Swedes, Danish coach Richard

Wednesday's opening match,
have three points and need
just one more from their con-
cluding group tie with England
on Wednesday to be sure of a
place in the semifinals.
Sweden deserved their win
and Brolin should have made it
2-0 two minutes before the fi-
nal whistle when he hesitated
after substitute Johnny
Ekstrom had set him up with a
glorious close-range chance.

But the little forward from

Italian Cup winners Parma

made no mistake when it

counted most.
Dahlin burst through on the
right, pushed the ball past

Jonas Thern and Stelan
Schwarz, tcammates at
Benfica, exerted control and
Dahlin, Brolin and Klas
Ingesson were always a handful
for the Danish defence.

Crude challenges were
sometimes the unsatisfactory
answer and Danish delcnder
Ilenrik Andersen was booked
in the 14th minute for hacking
down Brolin.

Thomas Ravelli, playing his
90th match for Sweden, was
rarely tested in goal but his
Danish countcrpart Peter
Schmeichel needed to be on
his toes to make a good save
from a Mierce shot by Anders

Moeller Niclsen said Laudrup
had been less influential than
in last Thursday's pgoalless
draw with England.

"He was heavily marked and
had a diflicult time tonight,”
he said.

TEAMS

SWEDEN: Thomas Ravclli,
Roland Nilsson, Jan Ertksson,
Patrick Andersson, Joachim
Bjorklund, Anders Limpar
(Magnus Erlingmark 90),
Jonas Thern, Steflan Schwarz,
Klas Ingesson, Tomas Brolin,
Martin Dahlin (Johnny
Ekstorm 7B).

DENMARK: Peter Schm-

Danish captain Lars Olsen and Limpar from out on the left a  eichel, John Siveback, Kent
beat him for speed to retrieve quarter of and hour from the Nielsen, Lars Olsen, Henrik
it. end. Andersen, Kim Christofite,

His cross across the

face of goal appeared for a

BROLIN...Sweden's hero

Dahlin, a substitute against
France, fully justified his in-

John Faxe Jensen ([Henrik
Larsen 63), Kim Vilfort, Brian

Sport

!

French defender Basile Boli tackles English striker Gary Lineker (L) during the European Championship Group One
match in Malmo Sunday. The match ended goalless.

—AFP photo

Anglo-French clash disappoints all
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European Cham-  Rubbish-as their tcam lefl the a4 played two largely tedious  special praise. They learncd a
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rg misses his er Instincet | & wmmindos it 2! s e
draw on Sunday, reports There was an early sign of
Reuter. the way the match would go TEAMS

LONDON, Junc
15: Stefan Edbcrg

fcels there is l::nl)'
one thing missing
from his tennis
game as he cha-
ses a third Wimbledon men's
singles litle next week — his.
killer instinct, reports Reuter,

favour had vanished before he
finally went down to a surpris-
ing defeat to a player ranked
79 places below him, most of
them frittered away by a suc-
cession of feeble forehands
from the elegant two-times
winner of the Wimbledon title.

Al least he has a week to

he discussed Lhe situation af-
terwards.

"It was a mailch | shouldn't
have lost. It was my match,”
the world number two said. "1
let him ofl the hook just as |
let Masur and Cash oflf the
hook.

“l should have won all my

for alarm as the Swede, scrv-
ing superbly and moving cver
s0*smoothly on the surface he
likes best, continued to win
his service games easily whilc
making Matsouka fight for his
own through the third set.
when the Swede [finally

reached match point again in

In a Group One match far
from a classic between two of
Furope's best teams, both
came tantalisingly close to
scoring in the second hallf.

England left-back Stuart
Pearce almost snatched victory
with a thunderous left-foot
[ree-kick from 25 metres with

right at the kickoff when,
with the ball nowhere in sight,
Pearce ran full tilt at Papin and
the two players f[ell to the
ground, struggling to disen
tangle arms and legs.

With defeat spelling almost
certain elimination, no quarter
was being given but a succes-

ENGLAND: Chiris Woods,
Trevor Steven. Stuart Pearce,
Martin Keown, Des Walker,
David Platt, Carlton Palmer,
David Batty, Andy Sinton, Garv
Lincker, Alan Shearer

FRANCE: Bruno Martini,
Manuel Amoros, Laurent Blanc,
Basile Bol, Bernard Casoni,
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Stich has won grass
court maich since losing here
last year lo Michael Schapers

match was his first ATP final
Despite his height at | B8
meires (6-loot-2), Stark antie.

| didn't get a grip on  his
scrve.” sald Stich, giving Stark
well-deserved credit.

close matches.”
11 just should have been a
lot better,” he sasd.
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