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sen environmental hazards

Dhaka hostage to waterflow

from beyond borders

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 14:
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman has drawn
the attention of the Earth
Summit here to environmental
hazards faced by Bangladesh
and said it i{s necessary that
such problems are minimized
for the survival of the country,
reports BSS.

Addressing the summit, the
Foreign Minister, who is lead-
ing the Bangladesh delegation
to the conference, said
Bangladesh, a country of
54,000 sq miles with 108 mil-
lion people and a per capita
income of about US dollar 200,
faces many a problem but many
of these handicaps stem from
the stresses on the environ-
ment.

Rahman referred to the
environmental problems al the
global scale and those faced at
the national level and said
these hazards were now posing
as a major factor threatening
the very survival of the planet,

He listed the factors re-
sponsible for this situation and
called for concerted dctions Lo

get rid of such condition. Only
actions with practical ap-
proach underlying the urgency
of the situation could save the
globe from the alarming envi-
ronmental degradation, the
Foreign Minister said.

The Bangladesh delegation
to the summit includes Minis-
ter for Forest and Environ-
ment Abdullah al-Noman.

Relerring to the environ-
mental problems of Bang-
ladesh, the Foreign Minister
said the country which forms a
lower-riparian and deltaic
portion of an immense walter-
shed, is naturally vulnerable to
the water quality and quantity
that flows into it from beyond
the borders upstream.

This vulnerability is exacer-
bated by the low terrain on the
della on one hand and by salt-
water encroachment on the
other, he said and added that

. the resultant situation has

alarming potentials for

Global warming and conse-
quent rise in the sca level is

another area of serious con-
cern for the country becausc
¢his would lead to a reduction
of an already minimal land-
person ratio and an increased
pressure on the natural re-
sources, the Foreign Minister
pointed out.s =

“In our case, recurrent nat-
ural calamities like floods, cy-
clones tidal surges and torna-
does result in immeasurable
damage,” hc said and addced
‘poverty leads to perpetuation
of environmental degradation
as {llustrated by deforestation,
destruction of wetlands and,
inland fisheries, soil nutrient
depletion and inland salinity
intrusion.’

Referring to government's
response to this situation
brought in by the stress in en-
vironment, Rahman said Lhe
government of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia is alive to
this and the issues are ad-
dressed to the Fourth Five-
Year Plan to ncutralise the of-
fects of these hazards.

The Foreign Minister listed
control and prevention ol cnvi

ronmecntal pollution and

-degradation, related to soil, air

and water — promotion ol en-
vironment [riendly activitics in
the field of development —
preservation, prolection il
development ol natural re

sources bases, ctc. as the ob

jectives to offsct the environ
mental consequences and sev-
eral steps werc underway (o
meet the situation.

Terming the Earth Summit
as a milestone in the history of
the earth, he said a country
like Bangladesh expects that
the conference would comc
out, among other matters, wilh
mechanisms and agreement
that would allow poorer devcl-
oping countries access to ap-
propriate environmentally
sound technologies.

The Foreign Minister  also
drew the attention of the
summit to the particular prob-
lems faced by the group of
least developed countries and
said it was necessary that the
LDC's receive special treat-
ment in dealing with their en-
vironmental problems.
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Eid-ul-Azha
celebrated

lioly Eid-ul-Azha was ccle-
brated Friday throughout the
country with duc solemnity
and religious fervour, reports
BSS.

Millions of Muslims offered
Eid-ul-Azha prayer in Eidghas
and mosques secking divine
blessings for the peace,
progress and prosperity of the
nalion as wclfnu for Islamic
ummabh.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Leader of the
Opposition (n parliament
Sheikh Hasina in separate
messages wished national
progress and well-being of the
pecople.

In the capital, the biggest
Eid congregation was held at
the National Eidgha

where President Abdur
Rahman Biswas offered s
Eid prayer.

Several other big Eid con-
gregations were held at the

Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque, Dhaka University
Mosque, Lalbagh Shahi

Mosque, Baitul Mamur Mosque
and Baitus Sharafa Mosquec
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas hosted two receptions
one for the members of
diplomatic corps including the
envoys of Muslim countries
while the other for the minis

ters, judges, high civil and mil-
Sce Mage 12 Col 3

Members of the environmental protection group Greenpeace raised a banner on top of

Nelson's Column in London's Trafagar Square Sunday to demonstrate

of the UN sponsored Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 14:
The carth Summit wrapped up
Sunday after 12 days of often-
bitter negotiations, with a con-
sensus that some progress was
made but much more money is
necded, reports AP.

Many said the real impact of
the conference can’'t be gauged
for months, may be years.

As most of the more than
100 presidents, prime minis-
ters and kings who attended
the summit headed home, del-
cgatcs met to approve docu-
ments the conference pro
duced. Brazilian President
Fernando Collor de Mello
opened the final three-hour
session at 10.15 am local time
(1315 GMT.

US chiefl delegate William K

, who took the heat for

m.' salid Reilly, who also
s the US Environmental

Protection Agency.
Jeremy Leggett of
Greenpeace International said
two key documents — one to
curb global warming and an-
other o protect endangercd
plants and animals -
‘represent the first step In a
10,000-meter race.”

A major stumbling block has
becn money: who will provide
it and how it will be spent.
Though the richer nations —
with the notable exception of
the United States — commit-
ted billions of dollars to help
poor countries with serfous
environmental and economic
problems, both sides agree
that's hardly enough.

Japan said Saturday it will
increase its development aid
by dirs 400 million a year, to
dirs 1.4 billlon. Germany and
France promised to raise their
contributions to 0.7 per cent
of their gross national prod-
ucts by the year 2000,

Nevertheless, Malaysian
industry Minister Keng

come poverty. .
Prime Minister Gro Harlem

against the "failure”
— AFP photo

Earth Summit concludes
with little progress

Brundtland of Norway seemed
to agree,

"We are disappointed by the
lack of adequale financial
commitment’'s made,” she said
in a speech o the dozens ol
prrnll:cnln. prime ministers
and assembled Saturday.

T‘hcn?cart of the uummnl{
which gathered the largest
number ol world lecaders ever
for a group photo Saturday,
was intended to call attention
to the environment as an ur
gent international issuce — and
to ?lﬁt on how to Mx it

summit accomplishcd
some things. Some 180 na
tions, including the United
States, signed a treaty thal
might — il carried out — de
creasc the emissfons that con-
tribute to the global warming
phenomenon.

The 12-nation European
Community and Japan went
further. They promised 1o
limit carbon dioxide emis-
sions, which contribute to

warming. at the 1980

| by the year 2000.

Another 150 nations, but
not the United States. signed a
companion Trealy to protcet
species of animals and plants

Sec P'age 12 Col 4

Square, to prolest

Greens see
red in
Rio results

LONDON, June |4: Envi-
ronmentalists today climbed a
central London landmark, Nel-
son's Column at Trafalgar
against what
they called a lack of action by
world leaders at the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro, re-
ports Reuter.

The environment group
Grecnpeace, which organised
the protlest, said the sammit —
the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED) — was a mere
talking shop.

Three Greenpeace aclivists
climbed to the top of the 160-
foot (49-metre) column after
dawn and unfurled a banncr
saying "UNCED: Words [afled
us.”

“The Earth Summit was a
failure,” said Chris Rose of
Grecenpeace. "The words were
there but the action was lack:
Ing_“

SAARC states

to sign 2

conventions

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 14:
The South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) became became the
first regional group to take a
common position on Lhe two
major environment conven
tions due for signature in Rio,
according lo the paper of
Farth Summit * Terra Viva®
here Friday, reporis Xinhua.

Al a meeting chaired by the
current SAARC Chairman,
Prime Minister D.B Wijetunge
ol Sri Lanka, all seven mem
bers agreed to sign the con:
ventamns before they leave Rio
next week.

The two convenlions arc
the framework convention on
climate change and the con-
vention on al diversity.

Wijetunge said the unani
mous agreement by
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and
the Maldives was an example
of the ° solidarity” of South
Asian nations.

Wijetunge said the South
Asian region, one of the
world's most environmentally
endangered regions, nceds
help it can muster from the in-
ternational community.
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By Sohel Manzur

mentions tha! the government
has to seck forcign aid even for
the local currency
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cllectiveness of both, the re-

Democratic Forum |

takes wing Friday

Star Special

Bangladesh Democratic Fo-
rum, an organisation aimed at
‘strengthening democracy and
ensuring a self-reliant econ-
omy. will be formally launched
on Friday.

According to the organis-
ers, [Dr Kamal [Hussain is most
likely to become the convenor
of t the Jorums BOgmember
central convening commiittec.
The forum was initiated by a
group of intellectuals and
noted personalities, irrespec-
tive of political affilialions, a
few months ago.

The sources close to the
proposed organisation said
that the forum would be
launched from a meeting to be
held at Segun Bagicha.

A declaration to be adopted
al the meeting will call upon
the conscientious citizens to

take part in organising the fo-
rum. The declaration is also
likely to stress on arriving at a
national consensus on over-
coming what have been said
the mounting crises the nation
is [acing.

The draft of the declaration

which will be placed at the
mee for consideration has |
alre been finalised

convening committee, district
committees will be formed and
a full-fledged national commit-
tee will be elected through a
convention afterwards.

During the preparatory
stage of the forum, the organ-
isers contacted personalities
from different flelds having di-
verse political affillations. "We
have received widespread re-
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| Fenchuganj Fertiliser Factory

Govt takes up $170m
rebuilding plan

I3y S Y Bakht

The government has de-
cided to undertake a rebuild-
ing scheme for the 31-year-old
Natural Gas Fertilizer Factory
(NGFF) in Fenchuganj, Sylhet
at an estimated cost of 170
million US dollars including

Youngman
murdered
In City
By Staff Correspondent
A youngman was murdered

at New Elephant Road on
Thursday night as a sequel to

previous quarrel, police said.
The victim was identified as

Shafiqu! Islam, 23

Dhanmend! police recov- |

cred the body from the stairs
of a house near Kazi Bhaban at

‘New Elephant Road at
around 3 am Friday. Grievous
stab Injuries were found on the

According to family sources,
Shafiq and four of his friends
went to New Elephant Road
for Eid shopping on Thursday
evening where he was kid-
napped by a group ol young
miscreants. The kidnappers,
however, released all but
Shafiq (23) who was later
found dead

Shafiqs mother Nazma
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private equity participation.
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
trics Corporation (BCIC), the
parenl company of the factory,
will soon invite offers from in-'
lcrested local and foreign in-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Break-ins into
Secretariat rooms:
police yet to
nab culprits
By Staff Correspondent

Police are yet to identify
and arrest persons res ible
for break-ins inte different
rooms of the Bangladesh
Secretariat recently.

They have, however, sug-
gesicd some measures to stop
recurrence of such incidents
in future,

Break-ins into rooms of
Secretariat, the protected seat
of the government, have be-
come an almost regular event
where police investigations
yicld no results.

During the current year,
intruders and burglars broke
into different rooms of four
ministries. The first incident
happened on March 1, where
the rooms of the secrctary and

" a deputy secretary, Minister of

Sec 'age 12 Col 4

Cyclone hits 2
Jamalpur UZs,
destroys
1200 houses

JAMALPUR, June 14: About
1200 houses were raged to
ground and standing crops on
5000 acres of land were af-
fected in Madarganj and
Dewanganj upazilas when a cy-
clone hit the area on Tuesday
night, reports BSS.

According to wunolTicial
sources, more Lthan 1000
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