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Sacrifice and Pilgrimage

There is no shortage of festivals, religious or
secular, in this country as elsewhere in the world.
But few can claim to ss the kind of deep

ance or demand the kind of cunumtmtnt
from its followers as the festival of Eid-ul-Azha.
For hundreds of millions of Muslims across the
the day means a great deal more than
nhughtﬂwamnnlsm a feast. The act of
slaughtering animals itself is nothing more than
a reenactment of the supreme sacrifice that the
prophet Abraham was ready to make at Allah's
cnmnund. Abraham was ready to sacrifice his
own son Ismail because Allah had commanded
htm to ﬂ.\t up the thing he cherished most. On
genuineness of Abraham's faith in
Hlm the E\':r Merciful replaced the prostrate
body of Ismail with that of a lamb. It was a
supreme test of faith.

The modern believer. of course. does not have
lgkrut himself through the same kind of test on
-ul-Azha. He can., and does, show his devotion
by sacrificing an animal in the name of departed
dear ones so that their souls may rest in peace.
The significance of the act of sacrifice lies in its
mhml} message, and not in the ritual of slaugh-
ter itse

The question that is often asked. especially iIn
the context of a primarily agricultural and re-
source- poor country like Bangladesh, is whether
there might not be another way of observing Eid-
ul-Azha. t is, if the esscnua] expression of de-
votion and sacrifice could not be achieved in a
way which did not involve slaughtering of so
many animals.

There is a school of thought which suggests
that it may not be obligatory of every Muslim to
sacrifice an animal to observe Eid-ul-Azha. How-
ever, it is upto Islamic scholars of this country to
ponder the point, drawing on their vast knowl-
edge of the subject and the history of how animal
slaughter evolved to form the principal ritual
through which devotion is expressed. The most
prominent of the country's theocratic scholars
can form a board, and debate the point to see if

desh’'s socio-economic realities cannot be
balanced with religious requirements. If the
scholars found that the ritual of animal slaughter
is beyond and above the scope of reform, then
there would be no point to debate. However, if
they came to the conclusion that such slaughters
did not form a hard and fast obligation, then
there would be scope to initiate a public discus-
sion, involving the ministry of religious affairs,
leading citizens and socio-political bodies, to
find the best way to carry out our religious duties
without depleting our meagre livestock re-
sources. Either way, the ulemas would be doing
the nation a tremendous service by addressing
the issue.

The occasion of Eid-ul-Azha brings us to an-
other issue which is of far more importance be-
cause of the obligatory nature nf its nbscrvance
This Eid is related to the pilgrimage or Hajj.
the past, particularly duri he tenure in nfﬁce
of former president Lt Gen ussam Muhammad
Ershad, we had the unsavoury sight of officials
performing hajj at state expense, meaning at the
expense of the tax- pay:rs At the same time,
thousands of would-be pilgrims could not make it
simply because either they did not have the
money or they were notl lucky enough get on to
the lottery. However, with a change in the system
of guvernance from an arbitrary, personalised one
lo a more representative one, it would perhaps
not be too optimistic to hope that “official hajj"
would be curtailed. Instead. the government
could set aside a fund which could be used to
send retired citizens with meagre pensions and
little savings to perform hajj. To enable poor citi-
zens to carry out their religious ubﬂgatiuns
thrnugh tax-payers money would be money well-

spent.

Old Wounds, New Hopes

The Japanese government has crossed a major
hurdle when the country's Senate on Tuesday ap-
proved a controversial bill clearing the way for its
troops to serve abroad in UN’'s peace-keeping
operations. Approved by reasonable margin, by
137 votes to 102, the ﬁﬂl now goes before the
more (anr:rful lower house where it must be
passed by the scheduled end of the current Diet
session on June 21. With the left-wing opposition
determined to kill it, it is by no means certain
that it will get through the K}wcr house. If it is
rejected or delayed, thc Government will call a
new election and take the controversial issue to
the people for a mandate.

In a way. the issue has already touched off a
national debate—and, indeed, a divisive one.
There are strong arguments on both sides. There
is a vocal opposition to the whole idea of a
Japanese contingent in milllary uniform servi
abroad even under the UN flag, a sight that woul
recall in many minds, within apan and in several
Aslan countries, Tokyo's militaristic past, with all
the horrors of the Second World War. It is also
argued that the bill contravenes the country's
Poat 1945 "peace constitution™ and other laws
orbidding the use of military force to settle
lntematlnnal disputes. Last but not the least,
critics of the bill, at home and abroad, have
openly expressed the fear that the move would
serve as the first step towards Japan's rearma-
ment with full support of the West, especially the
United States, just as it has happened in Ger-

many.

All these arguments have considerable validity
and strong emotional content. Yet, the quantlun
is, can Japan be a full member of the interna-
tional community if the country continues to be
barred from t part in UN peace-keeping
missions? Should Japan be trusted as a peace

lovm country any less than G , a member
TO? If Japan seeks to mml? ssion

again, it can do so, with or without the ap-
its artk:lpauon in UN act-keepulg

ndt:r its cover of self-defence
it has eno muscle power to wage another
war. To murc e continuance of Japan's con-
structive peace -lovmg role in world affairs, the
international community should ﬁlve Tokyo the

gdtmnduenumthcumed

whlchnsftnancla]mmﬂhutlnnmpnthellstof
donors, when it is not second only to the United
States. This may be the only way to heal the old
wounds and offer Japan new hopes in a changing
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EARTH SUMMIT
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Need for Global, Regional and National Actlons

by Shah AM S Kibria

AN'EIHD sccems o

have put a lot of faith

in the Earth Summit
being held in Rio de Janeire
from 3rd June for two weeks.
in little over two decades —
since 19072 when the
Stockholm Conlference was
held — the international com-
munity has travelled a long
distance in recognising the
protection of the environment
as one of its major concerns.
However the lin between
environment &nd lopment
has been nised only in
recent though this
recognition is yet to be fully
accepted in the developed
countries. Scholars and ex-
perts are agreed that the two
issues are inextricably linked.
Iindeed these are seen as two
sides of the same coin. Thus
we are witnessing a unigue
event — a summit conference
in which these twin concerns
of mankind are being ad-
dressed at the highest level A
vast assembly of statesmen,
diplomats, scientists and
scholars, non-governmental

tions and journalists
will deliberate for two wecks
on issues which, most people
believe, will shape the earth's
future.

The conference will deal
with issucs of global concemn
The depletion of the ozonc
layer, the greenhouse cffect,
the rise in sea level and con-
sequent climate change are
some of the most important
problems to be addressed by
the Rio conference. Rapid in
crcase in desertification, do-
forestation, industrial and
agricultural pollution resulting
in the deterforation of the air
and waler quality are some of
the other concerns which af-
fect us all in varying degrees
even in our daily life. These
questions are relevant for the
whole world — both developed
and developing. However, the
developing countries face not
only the dangers posed by
these problems but also the
challenges of massive poverty.:
It 18 here that the leaders
assembled in Rio will facc
their biggest challenge. Will
they rise to the occasion? Will
the industrialised North learn
the lessons of history and
make available the resources
necessary for taking urgently
needed actions? We are ca-
gerly waiting to see the results
for what happens next is more
in the hands of developed
countries than the countries

of the Third World. Resource
allocation and determination of
priorities are the crux of the
whole issue. Alleviatiop of
poverty and environmental
protection must be addressed
simultaneously if the confer
ence i8 o have the kind of tm-
pact which we all expect.

The Industrial Revolution
which started in Europe some
two hundred years has
taken its toll on global envi-
ronment. Scientists have doc-
umented how the West has
fouled up the carth's environ-
ment by its unwise and profli-
gale use of the carth's re-
sources. Dire predictions that
we keep on hearing about the
emission of harmful gases and
the greenhouse effect, rise of
the sea-level and other dan
gers for mankind can be casily
altributed to the Western
World's industrial and techno-
logical policies. The develop
ing countries have contributed
very little to this degradation
of the ecarth's environment
With 78 per cent of the
world’'s population, the devel-
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Dire predictions that we

sensitised about the actual and
potential threat posed the

mindless destruction the
environment. While their pri-
mary focus has been, ever
since they ned -
dence some decades ago,
on economic L, to-
day they recognise integral

region has lent a sense of ur-
gency to the whole issue. |
have had the privilege to ob-
serve and study the economie
growth process of this region
for more than ten years. In my
view, while industrial growth
and consequent pollution is
rapidly becoming a serifous
problem one must also

nisc that in most countries of
the region widespread poverty
el

pected 1o be worried about the
future. What future do they
have? They live in the presemt
and they must derfve suste-
nance from their surroundings.
It is thus not difficult to see
why we can eflectively address
the environment issue if we
simultaneously take up poverty
alleviation as the highest prior
ity. The United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and
ﬂﬂdnpntmvﬂllfﬁalluur::
pectations only i the
Hmrmhuummm
tries is serfously considered.
Most of the countries of
the world will not be able to
take effective action for the
tion of the environment
se of lack of funds even If

they are fully committed to
take such

The Asta-Pacific region is
going through a period of rapid
and dynamic change. Led by
Japan the East and South East
Asian countries are making
phenomenal pr ss in both
industry, agriculture, infras

T ——

nrmmhdmm
ministers
m-mwm
adopted the basic clements of

a regional strategy. Later the
regional strategy was further

refined and approved by the
Commisston. These documents
constituted this region's iIn-
puts for UNCED. co-
operalion is naturally onc arca
which was the
ministers. In a number of vital
ficlds we can Lake effective ac-
tion only when we will act in
concert.

An area which deserve our
close attenfion is increasing
public awareness about the en-
vironment. Until the common
men and women realize that
progress, growth and devel-

can be sustained only
if we are wise and prudent in
the use of our resources, we
will fafl to develop national
consensus around these poli-
cies. Indeed deve t will
become counter-productive (f
the sustainability of such de-
velopment can not be assured.

hupmhmiunbmtﬂwmﬁniondhm”aﬂhm&ﬁ.ﬁ-

dthem-h\dlndodwmfurmﬂdndmbteuilylt&ibmdhtbeWquﬂlMﬂ
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oping countries still consume
only 12 per cent of the world's
minerals (most of which are
found in the developing coun-
tries) and 18 per cent of the
world's commercial energy.
Industry, mostly concen-

trated in the developed ecoun-
tries, produces r:nvlrnnmtntll

problems everywhere. Industry
consumes 37 per cent of the
worlkd's energy, and emits 50
per cent of the world's carbon
dioxide, 90 per cent of the
world's sulphur oxides and all
the chemicals now threatening
the ozone layer with depletion.
Every year it produces 2100
million tonnes of solid waste
and 338 million lﬂnntl of haz-
ardous wastes,

There s also widclprrad
concern about the disposal of
radio active wasles from nu-
clear reactors. The problems
faced by humanity are indeed
daunting. It has to be recog-
nised however that it is the
developed countries which
arc today in the forefront of
the movement for the protec-
tion of the environment as well
as for more rational use of the
carth’'s limited resources. Asia-
Pacific countries have been

slowly but increasingly getting

is an equally potent agent for
the destruction of the enwvi-

ronment. One can look around
Bangladesh today to appreciate
the validity of the int.
Poverty and land hunger is
rapidly leading to the settle-

ment of people in our already
depleted forest areas. Fire-

wood for cooking alone is
enough to destroy the few re-

maining forests and village
woods. Deforestation, sofl ero-

sion and siltation results in
frequent Mloods. There is also a
steady Increase In descertifica

tion and the combined result
of all this is a fundamental
change in the landscape of the
country.

The precious wetlands of
Bangladesh in the south are
under serious threat because of
economic pressures. The way
things are going we may not
have to wail for the sea-level
rise. Recurrent floods and fre-
quent droughts combined with
intense pressure from a grow-
ing population on a limited
land area may creatc a most
unicnable condition long be-
fore the melting of the polar
icccaps inundates out shorces.
People struggling from day o
day for survival cannot be ex-
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tructure development and
other nation- hulfd!n' ficlds.
The South Asian countries are
also making some headway
though at a slower pace than
the rest of the region. This, In
my view, is the time to formu-
late national policies to inte-
grate environmental concerns
in our development strategy.
How are we going to utilise out
natural resources? What salety
measures arc we going to
adopt in out industrial devel

opment policy?

Environmentally safe tech
nology is avaiflable these days
for most manufacturing pro-
cess bul it costs mo Can
we aflford the hil.'l? What alter-
natives are Lhere? The so-
called green revolution in agri-
culture is based on the exten-
sive use of fertilizer and pesti-
cides. Is it not time for us to
take a stock of the situation so
as lo formulate sound and bal-
anced policies o safeguard our
ficlds and rivers as well as Lthe
air we breathe and the waltcr
we drink?

Under the auspices of
ESCAP — the UN Regional
Commission | had the honour
to lead for 11 years — a Minis-
terial Conference on Environ

in this vital task the news
media can and must play a key
role. Recognising the impor-
tance of the news modia
ESCAP initiated a programme
lo organise socially consclous
and responsible journalists
into what is known as the Na-
tional Forum of Environmental
Journalists. | was very pleased
at the success of our initiative.
As many as 12 countries have
sct up these National forums
and in 1988 an Asian Regional
Forum was cstablished at a
conference held In ESCAP
headguafters. These are today
highly active and dynamic bod-
les dedicated to a selfless
campaign lo generate public
awarcness about the impor
tance of sustainable develop
ment. [Building up public opin
jon in a non-partisan spirit for
the common good Is a mission
which deserves all the support
and cncouragement {rom all
quaricrs.

The significance of UNCED
can be hardly over-empha:
sizcd. Global agreements are
esscntial o protect the ecarth
and its finite resources. let us

hope that the leaders assem-
bled at Rio will risc to the oc

the Summit ends only with a
high sounding declaration.
There must be more concrete
outcome to justify the massive
preparations made by the en-
tire international community.
There must be a global con-
scnsus as o how the earth's fu
lure can be assured and how
the resources can be mobilised
lo implement the pro-

grammes.
ma-n#duhm Inlll

pnﬂ MTr‘l:h cmntﬂl:-l
we must not consider our re-
sponsibility to have been ful-
filled simply by making our
nceds and  requirements
known to the deve coun -
tries. Despite constraints of
resources we must learn from
the mistakes of others and do
whal must be done In our own
scll interest. allevia -
tton and environmental pro-
tection must be considered as
our twin goals around which
the entire nation must be
mobilised and united. We cer-
tainly owe this 1o our coming
generation. Economic
and t must sus-
lainahle. We must protect our
rivers, our forests and fieclds,
our sub-soll waters, the coastal
eco-system as well as the bio-
sphere. We must ensure that
development is sustainable and
not achieved at the cost of
reckless misuse of precious
resources or the future genera-
tions.

(The author, a former For-
eign Secretary, has recently
returned to Bangladesh after
serving |1 years as Executive
Secretary of ESCAP. He started
the ESCAP programme of set-
ting up the National Forum of
Environmental Journalists.)

RP's May Polls Reflect Choice for Status Quo

Paul Icamina writes from Manlla

Barrin future coups, what is l:aertain is that
demou'acymaliwnn kicking in the Philippines
— m

T may be the "sick” man of
Southeast Asia economica-
lly, but the Philippines has

perhaps the healthiest demo-

cracy.

In May, eight out of ten vot-
ers went to the polls. It was an
unprecedented 82 per cent
turnout. Twenty-seven million
voters trooped to polling
places to select among the
87.5675 candidates vying for
17,284 positions,- from the
president down to town coun-
cilors.

It was an clection of many
firsts, and yet, the results show
that things remain the same.
The political and economic
clite dominated the scene, as
in the House of Represen-
tatives. In the upper house of
Congress, Lhe Senate, it is a
mix of various lobbies and
political persuasfons, including
a comedian, a popular actor
and a basketball star.

But it was the first free
elections in two decades. And
it produced this mostly Roman
Catholic country fts [first
Protestant president, Fidel V.
Ramos,

It was the first time an in-
cumbent president was not
running for re-election (Pres.
Corazon Aquino supported Mr
Ramos). And it was the first
time that so-called voting blocs
and the much vaunted political
machineries did not work.

The Liberal Democratic

with the biggest political
machinery did not deliver for
Mr Mitra. Mrs Delensor-
Santiago who had a small party
scored the more impressive
votes. Mr Ramos, who won,
had a hastily assembled politi-
cal party.

In the face of a Protestant
leadership, the titular head of
the Catholics, Archbishop of
Manila Jaime Cardinal Sin
supported former Speaker
Ramon Mitra (he lost and fared

badly). When it looked Mrs
Defensor-Santiago was w!nning
in the first few days, he shiflted
support to her (she lost).

Another church group. the
2.5-million-strong Iglesia ni
Cristo [(which is Christian but
non-Catholic), Supported
Eduarde Cojuangco, a crony of
dcposcd President Marcos. So
did Nur Misuari, the head of a
Muslim scccessfonist group. Mr
Cojuangco lost.

Conspicuously absent was
the American presence. [t is
said that no Philippine presi-
dent was ever clected without

US su rt.
Gnnl::ﬁm. was the political

left. Although there were vari-
ous groups which supported
candidates for their platforms
on agrarian reform, the envi-
ronment and so on, the left
did not ficld candidatles

For sheer plurality, it was
most impressive: seven major
political parties each with a
presidential bet and senatorial
line-up. There was a motley of
local parties and alliances. All
told, Filipinos could be com-
mended for patiently writing
them all down on just over a
foot of ballot: president, vice-
president, 24 scnatorial slots,
congressman, governor, MAyor,
vice- r. and councilors.

A few political dynasties
were toppled but new ones
also sprouted. Vice-Presi-
dential candidate Lito Osmena
and his wife who ran for mayor
of Cebu City did not win, but
the Osmenas remain
entrenched in the Senate and
local ts.

le Mrs Aquino leaves the
presidency, her relatives re-
main in power. The most
prominent are her brother,
Jose Cojuangco who was re-
elected congressman of Tarlac
province and his wife Tingting
who was elected governor of
the same province.

Adding colour to the spec-
tacle the irrepressible Imeilda
Marcos, flirting around town in
a limousine, flying to the
provinces for her presidential
campaign. Surprisingly, she
fared rather well, overtaking
two vetcran liticians. Her
son, Ferd Marcos Jr won
his father's old congressional
scat in north Philippines.

As usual, there was vote-
buying on a local nr:alt Votes
went as high as
(US$38) fnr a grnup n! say
three persons, or anywhere
from 100 to 500 pesos per
person, There were even re-
ports of mayors and local
wards going for the highest
bidders to deliver a town's
votes for a congressional or
gubernatorial bet.

It was a heyday for gam-
blers. Crossing party lines,
bettors took their pick of can-

didates most likely to win.
In the end, however, intel-

ligent votes carriced the day. If
it is any indication, those
elected senators reflected a
middle-of-the-road stance: it
includes people from the en-
tertpinment industry but there
are also men and women who
have reputations for doing
their homework — and well.
Some senators come from
the days of Mr Marcos, but
their association with the for-
mer dictator will not hinder
their work as they are well re-
spected. Senators who voted
the American bases o@t were
also re-clectetl. But more sena-
tors who voted for the reten-
tion of the American bases
were re-elected. It will be a
Senate very sympathetic to
America and free tnttrprl':uc.

establishment Congress un-
likely to rock the boat. If any,
it will be strongly averse to
land reform, its membership
coming mostly from the
landed.

Incredibly, despite all the
in-fightings and the election
speeches, the new set of offi-
cials have in common. They
will continue to lure
investment and encourage free
enterprise, to court interna-
tional aid and pay the foreign
debt.

Which should be good news
for Mr Ramos, the new presi-
dent ? A cousin of the late
President Marcos under whom
he controlled the national po-
lice, he helped topple the
Marcos regime in 1986 by
joining a military coup. Later
he defended the Aquino ad-
ministration against seven at-
tempted coup d'etats. He is
very much for the status quo.

The son of a carcer ambas-
sador, Mr Ramos went to West

Point Acad in the US. A
paratrooper, he served in a
Philippine contingent to

Vietnam in the 1960s. In the
1970s, he was chief of the
Philippine Constabulary, the
national police, and arrested
many opponents of the martial
law regime he enforced for Mr
Marcos.

Mrs Aquino has said that Mr
Ramos, who was her minister
of defence, has made up for
that role by defending democ-
racy against rightist coups. But
on the eve of the national
elections, the outspoken
Cardinal Sin referred to
Ramos as a "non-repentantee.”

Many in the political left
still do not trust him. Huﬂlm

Sir, My heartiest congratu-
lation to Dr Kamal Hossain and
his Coordination Council panc]
for nine out of 14 scats

b:grﬁt Jatiya Ainjibi Sa-
mity for winning the remain-
ing five scafs of Bar Council
election held on 24th May.

My carnest to them
is to protect the 11 crore peo-
ple of Ban esh from the
clutches of the lawbreakers
and killers. As the Bar Council
members are the protectors of
law and also a large group of
intellectuals, their bounded
duty is to face the challenge

overcome all storms and
cyclones that might try to
sweep them away.

| am sure Ihc Most incrful
and Almighty Allah will always
protect them for their sincere
efforts and the people will be

behind them and support
them always to achieve this

It'l lofpltl from a patriotic
Bangladesh.

Edward Gomes
North Shajahanpur, Dhaka.

CHT problems

Sir, Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia recently anno-
unced her government's read-
incss for holding dialogue with
all the pcople of the Chitla-
gong Hill Tracts [CIIT) with a
vicw Lo finding a political

solution to the pmbit ms of the
arca. We very much appreciate
the democralic government's
willingness and hope that the
deviated people will avail this
golden opportunity. We don’l
find any scope for making any
discrimination with the people
of CHIT; as Bangladcshis we are
cqual and we arc brothers.
Cnnnidtrinf the backward
siluation, all the governmenis
aller our iIndependence have
been giving special facilitics
and [unds 1o cnsurc rapid
development of CHT. In
cducational institutions and in
different scrvices, the m-
ment has kept rese quota
for the CHT people. The
present democratic govern-
mcenlt has given even more
autonomy lo CHT admin-

"and to destabilisc

istration. | Ihink nﬂ' our na-
tional political parties should
work unitedly to help resolve
the CHIT problems. No political
lcader should, take advantage
by tantalising lacts pertaining
to CHT issue for narrow politi-
cal gains.

On the other hand, if the
deviated people of CHT still
want lo crcale disturbances
peace in the
area, | strongly feel that such
terrorist activitics should be
dealt with severcly. A majority
of the CIIT people are working
for the economic uplift of their
oounitry with greal patriotic

zoeal.

M Zahichd |lague
Assistant Professor,
BAI Dhaka.

secessionists have said Mr
Ramos will go for the military
solution to the Muslim prob-
lem in southern Phlllpplnlrl
Critics say he might be open 10
an American military presence
in the country. 2

Others fear he might de-

clare martial law. But righ
military rebels have Inliutad
Mr Ramos is of the
lems which hr?ﬂ!;t coups, pocss
Barring future coups, what
is certain is that democracy is
alive and kicking in the
Philippines. — Depthnews Asia

OPINION
Dr Sattar

| wish Lo thank Mr S M Alf
for his Tribute (published in
The Daily Star on 31st May) to
Dr Sattar who dicd in Islam-
abad on 26th May 1992. | had
known Saltar since 1953 and
would like to add a few words
on this brilllant son of
Bangladesh. He was born in
Scptember 1934 in Shahrasty
Upazila under Chandpur. llc
joined the erstwhile Civil Scr-
vice of Pakistan in 1958 and
voluntarily rctired in 1989. lic
scrved with great distinclion
as Sccrclary, Planning Com-
mission of Bangladesh; Dircc-
tor General, IRDB; Secretary,
Ministry of Population Control
and Textiles. Since 1981 he
was scrving as the Excculive
Director of ICOMP in Kuala
Lumpur. ICOMP is an inlcrna-
tional voluntary agency for
management of Population
Programme. In all his assign-
ments he exerted himscll with
efliciency and dedication. He
had a super abundance of
physical and intellectual
stamina; well read and highly
articulate, he always stood out
to be counted in any company.
He had dcep and abiding
commitment to social action
for the uplift of the poor and
the disadvantaged both at
home and abroad. He lived a
full life with dedicated work,
cheerful participation In
sports, recading, travelling,
gardening, photography. And
yet he was a loyal famfly man
who could never [orget his vil-
lage home and communil
Naora. His wife Ellen and he
established Bangladesh Asso-
ciation of Communily Educa-
tion (BACE) initially for his
home village which later ex-
tended nd. He was one of
the founders of the Swanirvar,

h.

Dr Sattar belonged to a
small group ol public servants,
never more than 150 in num-
ber in Bangladesh known as
CSP. They came from diverse
bac nd: rural and urban,
poor and rich. But by training
and commitment they became
an elite corps dedicated to

blic service without fear or

ur, were feared and
respected. could be de-
tested or disli but never

ignored. They performed and

undcrstanding of the contribu-
ton of this declining group.
From Shafiul Azam to Sattar,
Shamsur Rahman to Noorul
Quadcer, Moazzam Chowdhury
to Mujibul Hugq,
Obaidullah Khan, Stirajuddin,
Rafig Chaudhury
thcy were bright stars of this
unfortunate country. They
were used or abused but never
fully appreciated and in many
cascs Lheir potentialities were
not actualized. The attrition
was high and fatal beginning
from the Screening by the
Martial Law of Ayub Khan and
Yahiya, followed by PO 9 and
MLO 9, the draining effect of
OSD (offic
culty) are bul few to mention.
Conscequently
brightest could never fulfil
their missfon. Mr Aziz Ahmed
was the Chiel Secretary In
Dhaka in 1947. He was going
strong in Pakistan in 1977 as a
Forcign Minister. Shahebzada
Yakub was head of Eastern
Command in Dhaka in 1970
and cven today
scrvice under the UNO. But in
Bangladesh...?

the world.
from England. They have four
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(16). They were born in four
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Lumpur, he died in Pakistan
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home at Naora. That 285,
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m: clearly attests to his
loving
place of birth. With his death, a
star has fallen. May his soul

rest in peace.
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